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IRCC pushes. for bachelor's degrees in four areas 
·' ·: . · · . · · . ' · · : . · . , . , t-'RlM !$£_,,,al po~.,- ;o./v• Ob 

Community college proposal could sav~ students $4,000 in tuition, fees · 

. ' By KIMBERLY MILLER 
. Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

A four-year degree from 
Indian · River Communi 
~ would cost ·,oo 
less than a similar education 
at F1orida Atlantic University 
under a proposal to allow the -
two-year school to offer bach
elor's degrees. 

The 112-page plan, ob-

G 

tained from the Florida De
partment of Education, faces 
a review and recommenda- · 
tion to the state education 
commissioner by the end of 
the month. 

IRCC officials ·assure that 
although annual tuition and 
fees would be 'just $2,245, 
compared to $3,327 at · FAU,. 
education quality and faculty 

credentials will meet the ac- · 
crediting standards . of the 
Southern Association of Col
leges and Universities. 

The association, which 
also accredits FAU, requires a 
specific number of classes to 
be taught by faculty who hold 
the highest degree possible in 
their study area. 

"IRCC _will have no prob-

!em meeting this standard," 
the proposal . states. · "Cur-
rently 24 percent of IRCC's 
full-time faculty hold a doctor
ate degree, and an additional 
61 percent hold a master's 
degree." 

IRCC wants to begin offer
ing four bachelor's ·degrees 
in Augu_st in the areas of 
organizational management, 

u 

nursfog, advanced math . and 
science for teachers, and ex
ceptional student education. 

A 2001 law allowed com
m unity colleges to · offer 
bachelor's degrees in certain 
situations and with the ap
proval of the · Florida Board 
of Education, which oversees 
kindergarten through . com-
munity college. · 

Since then, some universi
ties have been at odds with 
community colleges over 

whether it's the college's job 
to offer four-year degrees and 
if competing for state educa
tion dollars ari.d students is a 
detriment to both systems. 

. "I've never thought of com
petition as being a bad.thing," 
said David Armstrong, chan
cellor of F1orida's community 
colleges. "It causes us to do a 
better job in education." 

The law does not require 
colleges to seek partnerships 

See IRCC, 5B ► 
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with universities before asking for their 
own four-year degrees, but collaboration 
.is encouraged by board of education 
policy. · 

One thing IR.CC must prove is that 
there is an unmet need in its service 
area 

FAU President Frank Brogan isn't 
sure that's been proven. · 

"IR.CC is saying there is an unmet 
need on the Treasure Coast If it is there, 
I will meet it That's my job," Brogan 
said last month. 

Mary Locke, IRCC's vice president 
of instructional services, recently sent 
FAU the executive summary of a stu-

dent and employer survey about IRCC's 
proposal to offer bachelor's degrees. 

Of 169 employers surveyed, 55 per
cent said they expected to hire six or 
more employees with bachelor's degrees 
in the next three to five years. · 

Of 3,000 students surveyed, 88 per
cent said they were ''very interested" 
or "interested" in pursuing a bachelor's 
degree at IR.CC. 

"We consider the results of the needs 
assessment to be a strong, indisputable 
message from our community that im
mediate action is imperative to expand 
baccalaureate access in these very 
specific high-demand workforce areas," 
Locke said in a letter to FAU officials. 

But stude.nts were more reluctant 

u 

to specify what kind of degrees they 
wanted. 

Just 7 percent of students said they 
wanted to receive a bachelor's degree 
in either math or science education, and 
5 percent said they wanted a degree in 
exceptional student education. 

More students - 26 percent - said. 
they were interested in pursuing a 
bachelor's degree in organizational 
management Twenty-three percent of 
students said they were interested in 
nursing degrees. 

A final vote by the board of education 
on whether IR.CC will be able to offer 
bachelor's degrees is expected early 
next year. 
®kimberly_miller@pbpost.com 
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SCHOOL 
Indian River Community College's student 
government association supports the 
school's application to offer bachelor's 
degrees beginning next fall. The asso
ciation will present a resolution today 
to the college's board of trustees. The 
school is seeking approval from the 
state Board of Education to offer four
year degrees in education, nursing· 
and business. 

Students 
endorse 
IRCCplan 

'Vr,bi,~e, l'Sl:P,,..,, f .::.J..:.. .,.J. ,c~ .!S 
BY CHARLIE REED .J/~ 1 l''!c 
charlie.reed@scripps.cci1ii 10 • 2- s-a,'-

If he had the choice, FJorida Atlan
tic University student Mark Evans 
would earn his teaching degree from 
Indian River Communiti College. 

The Port St. Lucie resident drives to 
FAU's main campus in Boca Raton · 
three times a week for classes not 
available at tl1e St. Lucie West cam
pus. 

"I love FAU, but the travel makes it 
hard," said Evans, who addressed the 
Board of Trustees on Tuesday. to en
dorse the college's bid to offer four
year degrees. 

IRCC wants to start awarding bac
calaureate degrees in education, nurs- . 
ing and organizational management · 
next fall if the state Board .of Educa
tion approves the proposal at a review 
S\:!heduled for January. 

For FAU students like Evan·s ....:.. 
who live on the Treasure Coast but 
commute to the · university's seven 
can1puses to get all the classes they 
need - pursuing a degree at IRCC 
would save time and money. 

Witl1 statewide teacher and nw·se 
shortages and a growing need for . 
management degrees among public · 
safety and health-care professionals, 
the three proposed degrees are justi
fied and could go a long way toward 
shoring up the Treasure Coast's work 
force, IRCC President Ed Massey said. 

But FAU President Frank Brogan is 
not convinced. 

IRCC's programs would duplicate 
offerings available at FAU's Treasure 
Coast campus and create competition 
among the institutions for students 
and funding, he said. 
· But Massey said the proposed or

ganizational management degree 
would offer tmique specialties in busi
ness administration, health science 
and public safety for students with as
sociate of science degrees, which typi
cally don't transfer to four-year 
schools. 

Danae Cardoza thought her academ
ic career was over after graduating 
from IRCC in 2004 with an associate of 
science in respiratory tl1erapy. 

But Cardoza wants to pursue tl1e or
ganizational management degree with 
a specialization in health science. 

"I have the desire to continue my 
education. I just need the tool& to get 
there," she said. 

"I love FAU,butthetravel 

makes it hard." 

Mark Evans, FAU student 



Dozens voice support 
for four-year IRCC 
Trustees hear students point to 
savings of time and money, not to 
mention mileage. Local, 18 
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Many speak up for 4-year degrees at IRCC 
Dozens of students attend 
a Board of Trustees • . . 
meeting to back tlie plan; · 

on the · Treasure Coast, moving Cardona, 36, wasn't able to use a 
away to earn his degree wasn't full state university scholarship 
an option - so Eva:ns, 47, took on she earned after graduating from 

. the commute. ·. ·. . IRCC's respiratory care program 
· When he learned Indian River in 2004. She wants to continue 

Community College is seeking her education, but a commute is 
permission to offer select bache- not an option for her. 

By SARAH PROHASKA !or's degree programs, includ~ng "I would jump on this in a 
'·Palm BeCJchPost Staff Writer i science education, Evans said he _, second," Cardona said of IRCC's 

FORT PIERCE ..:.:... Mark Evans '. . was eager to express support. proposal. "I'm really anxiously 
drives about 500 miles a week : He was one ofdozens of students awaiting it." 
back and forth 'from his home : who showed up · to a Board of IRCC wants to begin offering 
in Port St. Lucie to his classes · Trustee's meeting at IRCC Tues- bachelor's degrees in nursing; 
at Florida Atlantic University in day afternoon to back the plan. education, including science, bi
Boca Raton. "I spend about $300 in fuel ology and math; and bachelor of 

After a 20-year career in retail a month," Evans said. "This applied science in organizational 
management, Evans decided to could be a way for me to stay in management, which specializes 
pursue his love of biology and is the community, save time and in business, public safety and 
earning his bachelor's degree fa · money." · health-care management. The 
science education. With his wife, . With a 6 year-old-daughter and state Department of Education, 
house arid three children settled a job tying her to the area, Danae · which would have to approve the 

G u 

plan, is now reviewing the pro
posal. If approved, IRCC hopes to 
introduce the math and science 
baccalaureate programs as early 
as next fall_ 

A 2001 law allowed commu
nity colleges to offer bachelor's 
degrees in certain situations 
and with the approval of the 
state Board of Education, which 
oversees kindergarten through 
community college. 

Rebekah Thompson, presi
dent .of IRCC's campus coalition 
government, presented a resolu
tion in support of the plan to the 
college's trustees, saying it's an 
issue "of great . importance to 
IRCC students." The student gov
ernment unanimously approved 

See DEGREES, 8B ► 
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Money; duplicate programs concerns 
► DEGREES.from IB 

the resolution, she added. 
· "Students should not have 

to put their hopes and dreams 
for a good career on hold be
cause there aren't enough ed
ucational opportunities here. 
We're really happy that IRCC 
is doing something about it;" 
she said. 

But the idea of allowing 
community colleges to offer 
bachelor's degree programs 

does have opponents. Some 
state university officials are 
concerned that allowing it 
could set up a third tier of 
education in the state, dupli
cating programs and stretch
ing budgets too thin. 

Still, IRCC leaders say 
its proposal is based on the 
community's need. 

"These are targeted to 
specific demands of this 
community," President Ed
win Mas~~y said. 

u 

If the · Treasure Coast 
really wants to become a 
leader in bioscience, it needs 
a skilled workforce, he said. 
Officials point out no other 
bachelor's degree program 
on the Treasure Coast pre
pares middle and high-school 
science and math teachers. 

"Education is the key to 
unlocking . our region's eco
nomic handcuffs," Massey 
said. 
® sarah_prohaska@pbpost.com 
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Treasure Coast 
University? 
Don't laugh. Some prominent people 
think it's time to seriously consider the issue 

T he Treasure Coast needs a stand-alone university. 
In recent weeks, state Sen. Ken Pruitt, R-Port St. 

Lucie, and Frank Brogan, president of Florida Atlan
tic University, have made statements to this effect. 

There are strong arguments to support this premise. 
The population of the Treasure Coast - Martin, St. Lu

cie and Indian River counties - is growing rapidly and is 
projected to exceed 1 million by 2030. Despite the fact the re
gion is served by a number of outstanding institutions of 
higher learning (FAU, Indian River Community College, 
and satellite programs 'offered by the University of Florida 
and Florida State University), there is a higher-education 
vacuum on the Treasure Coast. 

And, as the population increases in the years ahead, this 
vacuum will become even greater. 

Many high school graduates are forced to leave the area 
- many attending bursting campuses in Boca Raton, Gai
nesville and Orlando - to pursue degrees in their chosen 
fields, thereby incurring costs of not being able to commute. 
Local access to a state university would reduce some of 
these costs - and provide enormous economic benefits to 
the Treasure Coast. 

Prospective employers, especially those in the high-tech 
and research fields, would find our region more desirable -
and choose to locate here - if we had a stand-alone univer
sity pumping out intern candidates and graduates. Drawn 
by the promise of an expanding labor force, an increasing 
number of companies would select the Treasure Coast to ex
pand their operations. Over time, business and career op
portunities would increase for students reared and educated 
in ow· region. 

The Treasure Coast, with its attraction of the Torrey 
Pines Institute for Molecular Studies and connection to the 
area's existing research facilities, is poised to become an 
economic force in the Sunshine State. What this region 
lacks is a signature university that provides four-year and 
post-graduate degrees in a broad field of academic disci
plines. 

Carolyn Roberts, chairman of the state university sys
tem's board of governors, has requested a needs study of the 
entire higher-education system to prevent the duplication of 
programs and degrees offered by the institutions that serve 
our region. 

The board would be wise to to consider another study: to 
determine if the need exists to create a stand-alone universi

. ty on the Treasure Coast. There are many factors that sug
gest it does. 



Biotech costs 
to·bemade 
up iI1jobs, 
opportunity. 

Tnb,,..t)t b 
BY HILLARY COPSEY /~•~.O 
hillary.copsey@scripps.com 

PORT ST. LUCIE - Biotechnolo
gy will cost the Treasure Coast -
and the rest of Florida - - hun
dreds of millions of dollars. 

But the research industry will 
repay the debt with better jobs 
and more educational opportuni
ty, according to the politicians, ed
ucators and scientists who spoke 
Friday at Port St. Lucie's fast bio
tech conference. 

"Basically, it creates wealth," 
said A. Donny Strosberg, . a 
Scripps Research Institute scien
tist. "Every scientific effort, ba
sically, is also an industrial effort 
... We want to convince (Floridi
ans) that if, indeed, we're support
ed by Florida, it's also because 
we're supporting them, too." 

Scripps in Jupiter and Torrey 
Pines Institute for Molecular Stud
ies in Port St. Lucie have the po
tential to create a biotech hub that 
will lure the best scientists from 

See BIOTECH, page B10 !° .. ·( 
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across the globe and trans
form the region, Strosberg · 
said. · 

But more in1portantly, the 
research organizations plan 
to partner with area schools 
and universities to train the 
work force they need to sur
vi_ve. Strosberg said area stu
dents and teachers would be 
invited into the laboratories. · 

"We hope to create this 
love for science that we think 
is missing today," Strcisberg 
.said. "We very much hope by 
the quality of the science we 
develop, we will attract a 
medical school. We will at
tract clinics and physicians." 

Most of the 200 people who 
attended the conference, 
which Port St. Lucie planned 
before it landed a biotech of 
its own, were developers, pol
iticians .and area educators 
who already had heard the 
promise of biotech. But Fri
day, they got a chance to 
hear directly from scientists 
what the research organiza
tions expected from the com-

· mw1ity and what they could 
give back. 

'Tm very optin1istic about' 
our work force," said Gwen
da Thompson, director of the 
Treasure Coast Workforce 

· Development Board. "What 

we need to do is raise techni
cal skills so they can fill 
those support jobs." 

Florida Atlantic University 
and Indian River Community 

· College outlined plans al
ready in place to increase 
math and science education 
and attract a "major univer
sity" to the region. These 
plans - combined with Har
bor Branch Oceanographic 
Institution doing biotechnolo
gy research on the Treasure 
Coast for 20 years - could 
mean the region becomes a 
research hub faster than oth
er areas, such as North Caro
lina's Research Triangle. 

But fast development re
quires cash. 

Building infrastructure to 
support biotech industry like
ly will talrn $300 million, City 
Manager Don Cooper said. 
And the Treasure Coast must 
drwn up venture capitalists 
or philanthropists to fund the 
work of the biotech organiza
tions lured by state and local 
incentives. · · 

"We had to prime the 
pump," Sen. Ken Pmitt, 
RP01i St. Lucie, said of tl1e 
$400 million that attracted 
Torrey Pines, Scripps and 
The Burnham Institute. "But 
I predict a 10-to-1 pay off in 
our lifetime." 

StafJwriter Robert Barba contrib
uted to this report. 



n Torrey 
Pines 
clicked 
quickly 
Local business, education, 
banking officials united in 
effort to lure biotech firm 
1ri'bu()~, s~,I .,Ntw~ /0•5, D~ 

BY ROBERT BARBA f'jLN,,_,,5,1--;;=;-e~.5-J{)WN{ 
robert.barba@scripps.com 

PORT :ST. LUCIE - In early August, 
Larry Pelton got a call from state offi
cials asking him whether St. Lucie 
County wanted to ma.Im a play for a 
research center. The cow1ty was al
ready busy with another one. 

"I told the1n we were not interested 
if it meant we had to give up on 
Bmnham," said Pelton, president of 
the Economic Development Cotmcil 
of St. Lucie Cotmty, referring to 
Bw·nham Institute. "When I found 
out it was Toney Pines, we decided 
to go for both." 

While a year of negotiations with 
Burnham failed, in six weeks the city 
had a deal with Torrey Pines Insti
tute for Molecular Studies. The re
gion's business development champi
ons say that the research center will 
anchor a planned life science cluster 
and transform the local economy. 

Last week, Torrey Pines received 
$90 million in incentives from the 
state,· P01:t St. Lucie and St. Lucie 
Cow1ty. While the money was essen
tial, president and fow1der Richard 
Houghten says local people - at the 
bargaining table and the grocery 
store - convinced him to move his 
firm's headquarters to Tradition from 
La Jolla, Calif. 

City Manager Don Cooper, Tradi
tion executives and Pelton met 
Houghten on Aug. 13. That same 
week, the city made a final pitch to 
Burnham executives and Houghten 
went before the Palm Beach Cow1ty 
Conunission. 

"It was a real high-stress time," 
Pelton said. 

The following week, Houghten re
turned to Port St. Lucie after being 
"killed by the Palm Beach Cow1ty 
Conunission," Pelton said. 

As Burnhan1 executives were an
nouncing the morning of Aug. 23 that · 
they were going to Orlando, local 

See TORREY, page D2 

"I got excited talking to 

(Torrey Pines president 

and founder Richard 

J:Ioughten). If other 

. companies with that type of 

energy m·e coining we ·will 

be very successful v\,jth the 

bio-cluster." 

J. Hal Roberts, president and chief 
operating officer of Harbor Federal 
Savings Bank 
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leaders and Hought~n we.re ne
gotiating a tentative letter of 
intent. 

A week later, Houghten and ·, 
his wife, Pam, returned to Port . 
St. Lucie for an intense one
day tour. Gov. Jeb Bush had 
given Torrey Pines until Sept. 
5 to pick a Florida home, and 
Houghten had to recommend 
either Port St. Lucie or Talla
hassee to his board. · 

Pelton said the region's sci
ence, educational and financial 
institutions swayed Houghten. 
Ed Massey, president of Indian 
River Community · Coliege, 
gave Boughten a tour of the 
Kight Center for Emerging 
Technologies and other school 
facilities. 

'·'He recognized the entrepre
·neurial spirit it took to put to
gether the Kight Center," Mm;
sey said. "He built Torrey 
Pines from the bottom up." 

Atlantic University. 
"Things started clicking 

right away," said Jah Petri, 
spokesman for Harbor Branch. 
"They started talking about 
ways to complement each oth
er." 

And Houghten educated lo
cal bankers on ways to (rnance 
Torrey Pines and its spin-off 
companies. 

"Their needs are different 
than the current locai busi
nesses," said J. Hal Roberts, 
president and chief operating 
officer of Harbor Federal Sav
ings Bank. "I got excited talk
ing to hini. If other companies 
with that type of energy are 
coming we will be very suc
cessful with the bio-cluster." 

Houghten also took ari aerial 
tour of the area, but Tropicai 
Storm Ernesto almost 
thwarted that when Florida 
Power & Light Co. grounded 
all helicopters because of 
weather. · 

While the Houghtens saw 
many of the san1e things as 
Burnham executives, the 
mood seemed different. · 

"Houghten and his family 
are Il).OVing here. This is going 
to be the place where they are 

The Houghtens and local ex
ecutives quickly became com
fortable with each other as 
they discussed science and 
family over dinner at Quail 
Valley Golf Club · in Vero 
Beach. 

"We hope to make friends 
with them when they come to 
the area," Massey said: 

Houghten made another sci
entific connection at Harbor 
Branch Oceanographic Insti
tute, \\There he met with Har
bor Branch researchers and 
looked at temporary labora
tory space offered by Florida 

, going to live and work," said 
Mark Robitaille, Martin Me- · 
morial Health · Systems chief 
operating officer. "That 
brought a little different flavor 
to the discussions." · 

After returning to La Jolla; 
Houghten conferred with his 
board and on Labor Day an
nounced that Torrey Pines had 
inade its choice. 
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Mock disaster gives IRCC students real-world experience 
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BY CHARLIE REED · Martin County's Hazardous Materials Re- and .IXdministration program planned and 
charlie.reed@scripps.com sponse Team added to the real-world aspects responded to the mock disaster. 

PORT SALERNO - While Indian River Com- of the four-hour exercise at IRCC's Chastain • "It's hard to let them make mistakes in the 
mtinity College students scrambled to set up campus in Port Salerno. process. I want to correct them, but I have to 
decontamination units. for a simulated chemi- But if this were a real event .. the int,:msity bite my tongue," ·said Professor Paul Forage. 
cal spill Saturday, it started· raining. would be ratcheted up beyond belief, said "They have to learn through experience/ 

However, the soggy weather added an ele- Wayne Hinnant, an emergency management said Forage, a former U.S. military analyst 
ment of surprise and discomfort that only in- consultant from Palm Beach County who heading up the new program. "I had to." 
tensified the lesson: Be prepared for anything helped coordinate the practice run. He has consulted with the American Red 
during an emergency. Students enrolled in five different classes 

Volunteer "victims" and members of tied into IRCC's new Emergency Management See IRCC, page A9 

u 
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Cross, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and oth
er state _and federal agencies to 
shape the program, which 
started this fall. 

Forage also works closely 
with Treasure Coast emergen
cy managers, health depart
ment officials and law enforce
ment and fire-rescue personnel 
to continually develop chang
ing curriculum and help stu
dents find internships. 

IRCC stands to become one 
of the country's premier emer
gency management training 
centers thanks to a state
funded $28 million complex un
der construction at the main 
campus in Fort Pierce. 

The six-building, 50-acre fa
cility will combine IRCC's 
longstanding fire, police and· 
emergency medical technician 
training . programs with the 
Treasure Coast Medical Exam
iner's Office and the 19th Judi
cial Circuit Crime Lab. 

The program has jump
started a new career for Shon
dra Neumeister, a civil engi
neer who already has a mas
ter's degree from the Universi
ty of Miami . . 

The Port St. Lucie resident 
hopes to expand her consult
ing firm from utility work to 
inter-agency emergency man
agement. 

"Policies and procedures 
vary from department to de
partment," said Neumeister. 
"The challenge of communicat
ing is probably the biggest 
challenging when dealing with 
emergency response." 

TRAINING COMPLEX 

The Treasure Coast Public Safety 
Training Complex at IRCC's main 
campus in Fort Pi.erce will 
include: 

• A mock village to practice tactical 
maneuvering. · 
• An Emergency Operations Center 

.lab. . 
• A telecommunications lab. 
• A crime lab observation area. 
• A live burn simulator. 
• A mock courtroom. 
• A tire station training center.:-
• An underwater recovery area. · 

( \ 
\...._) 
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Volunteer "victim" Hanna Kennedy, 19, of 
Port St. Lucie looks up from her oxygen 
mask while talking with fellow Indian Rivel', 
Community College student Mimi Alvarez, 
43, a student in the college's new 
Emergency Management and 
Administration program. Students set up a 
t'.iage and decontamination units during a 
simulated chemical spill for a mock disaster 
conducted at the IRCC Chastain Campus in 
Stuart on Saturday. IRCC is building a 
$28 million Public Safety and Training 
Complex in Fort Pierce to train students for 

. law enforcement, fire rescue and disaster 
related careers. 

ERIC HASERT 
eric.haseti@scripps.com 
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·Terrorist drill gives.emergency workers practice 
By JASON SCHULTZ 

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

stvAIIT - Getting blasted by a 
high-pr~ssure fire hose on a cold 
and drizzly October morning isn't 
most college students' idea of a good 
time. 

But about 40 Indian River Com
munity College students stripped 
to their bathing suits in the rain, 
got drenched with a hose, scrubbed 
with a brush and wrapped in yellow 
plastic, all in the name of. helping 
Martin County emergency work
ers learn to respond to a terrorist 
attack. 

Stud.ents are given a list of symptoms to fake. Some play 
dead. Others are evacuated on stretchers. 

."That fire hose was pretty cold 
when they blasted us," said 20-year
old John vvof Port St. Lucie, one of 
the students who played a victim of 
a mock chemical attack as part of 
a disaster drill conducted Saturday 
by the college and Martin County 
Fire-Rescue. "That little hose felt 
like needles." 

The victims were all members of 

the college's fire academy training 
program. They were given a list of 
symptoms to fake as they poured out 
of one of the buildings on campus 
into several decontamination and 
treatment tents set up by students 
from the college's emergency man
agement and administration pro
gram. The. drill was the final exam 
for the emergency management 

students, said Shondra Neumeister, 
who's in the emergency program. 

Some of the students played dead, 
such as Chris Hunter, who spent 
more than an hour lying face down 
on the cold concrete in the building's 
doorway. Others were evacuated on 
stretchers. · 

"It's freezing," said Eddie Samu
els; one of the dead students who 
waited motionless on the grass, cov
ered in a yellow sheet and _a black 
ribbon. · 

The students playing victims and 
those playing their rescuers said 

See DRILL, 7C ► 
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ijur1ng real emergency, more worliers would show up 

C 
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,, the;drill will help them spot problems 
bef9re a real event. 

~t shows that we need more people 
wor}ting here," said Hanna Kennedy, 

• the:iirst victim to go through the decon
taOMnation gantlet. Kennedy said that 

• af~ she was washed off and scrubbed, 
th~;emergency workers didn't have a 
bl~ket ready for:_ h~ . 

Fire-Rescue Lt. Chris Stabile said 
that in a real chemical contamination 
emergency, crews from more than one 
county would respond and there would 
be more rescuers on scene. 

The drill was suspended for about 30 
minutes after one of the firefighters had 
to be treated for heat exhaustion while 
wearing a full-body suit to prevent expo
sure to chemicals. 

Stabile said that in summer, tern-

0 

peratures inside the suit could reach 100 
degrees because it is not ventilated and 
a firefighter can work for only 15 to 20 
minutes before having to stop. . 

-Stabile _did not know how much the 
drill cost ·: 

." He said the county fire department 
will conduct two or three full-scale field 
drills thri:>Ughout the year that are much 
larger than Saturday's. 

· ® jason_schultz@pbpost.com 
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OUR VIEW 

Teaching in · . 
the 21st century 
Using virtual schools and distance e.ducation 
will meet academic and financial challenges 

W alk into a "modern" classroom and step into a time 
warp. It looks' a lot like classrooms of the 1950s or 
e.ven the latter 19th century. · · 

Is this any way to run a school today? 
; Squeezed by class-size reduction, construction costs and 

rising e1irollment, the old-school model is badly in need of 
an update and an upgrade. 

That doesn't mean spending more ri10ney on bricks and · 
inortar. Rather, it means thinking outside the educational 
box. And that starts with the heretical premise that not all 
children need to be at their desks 180 days a year. 

The quickening pace of technology makes the age-old 
' "seat time" formula in-

CLICK to CLASS creasingly_ ihefficient, if 
not irrelevant. Online "vir-

• 9 percent of public schools 
'had students in distance-learn
: ing courses. 
· • 36 percent of public school 
· districts had students enrolled 
'in distance learning courses. 
• 68 percent of participating 
;students are in higli school. 

·U.S. Dept. of Education, 2002-2003 

tual schools" and "cyber 
charters" are the ·fastest 
growing segment of K-12 
and college education. 

From clu·onically higl:i 
di'opout rates to tighter re
quirements of the federal 
No Child Left Behind law, 
distance-learning is pro-
viding a real-world alterna

tive for students across the academic spectrum. 

At Florida Virtual School, America's largest, some 21,000 
students log into instruction around the clock via com put- . 
ers and telephoi1es that connect the school with the home. 
Because the pace and depth of the curriculum are easily 
customized, students range from highly fo<;:used, college-, 
bound brainiacs to youngsters who have encomitered social 
or scholastic problems at school. 
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"You actually see more one-on-one communication be
tween student and teacher," notes Julie Young, exect:1tive 
directqr of the Orla_ndo-based campus (flvs_net). 

There's also more accountability. Since online interac
tions can be easily tracked, there is a transparency that tra
ditional classrooms don't have when "the door is shut," 
according to Susan Patrick, of the U.S. Department of Edu- •. 
cation's technology office. Advancement is based on a stu
dent's actual work product, not on arbitrary hours spent in 
class. 

Much of'the grmyth in distance learning is occurring in 
rural communities. But Treasure Coast schools - facing 
multibillions in capital projects _in St. Lucie and IndianRiv
er counties, where enrollments are climbing 2 percent to 8 
percent annually - can benefit if they actively buy into aca
demic diversity. As districts spend $30,000 to $45,000 per stu
dent station at new high schools (seats that sit empty more 
than half the year), and dropout rates persist in double dig
its, the current cost-benefit ratio is increasingly out of 
whack. , 

Alternatively, the high-tech model aims for efficiency 
and inclusion. This works. even better if Indian River Com
munity College buys in, too, with facility and personnel
~1ari.I1g agre;;inents. 

Every legiti.Inate credit a student earns outside the tradi
tional classroom helps offset the demand for more class
room seats. And by shifting responsib1lity to families, dis
tance learning also moderates districts' need to constantly 
expand their taxpayer-paid technology, which usually is 
. outdated by the time it hits the classroom. 

Under new NCLB rules, districts will.be required to pro
vide more "highly qualified" teachers and offer alternatives 
to pupils in "faili.I1g" schools. Here, too, online learnipg, in- · 
cludi.I1g Web-based charter campuses, can fill the gap and 
cost-effectively expand student capac:ity while tapping the 
best and brightest instructors. 

Virtual solutions will not be achieved ov.ernight; maybe 
not in decades. Indeed, for all its size and success, Florida . 
Vi.I-tual School still does not grant high school diplomas. 
This suggests that a shift in mindset is a far more formida- . 
ble task than ii11plementing the technology. 

Observing the protectionist and monopolist tendencies 
in American public education, one libertarian think tank 
bluntly describes the political landscape: "G.overnment 
schools are islands of socialism surrounded by a sea of com-. . 

petition." 

The power of technology and the empowerment of indi0 

vidual choice may seem scary to old-school pedagogues wor
ried.about thei.I- paychecks or their fiefdoms. Yet.educators 
who truly care about education know that learning extends 
beyond the four walls of a classroom. The real world moves 
forward - and no child should be left behind. 
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OUR VIEW 

State Senate,· 
District· 28 · 
Understanding, goals arid visjonary approach 
the hallmark of expected Senate president 

T. There are two candidates for the Distri~t 28 seat in the 
Florida Senate, but there is only one good choice. 

That's Sen. Ken Pruitt, R-Port St. L11cie, whose ca
reer may end up having more impact on this region than 
any other. A veteran of the House and Senate, Pruitt, when 
re-elected, would become the first Treasure Coast resident 
to serve as Senate president. 

Pruitt has survived the rough-and-tumble world of Talla
hassee politics, facing oppoi1ents who have questioned his 
ethics and occasionally tangling with Gov. Jeb Bush on a 
number of issues. Throughout all bf it, he has neve1' forgo-· 
tten the people he serves on the Treasw.:e Coast, from Palm 
Beacl~ to Indian River County. 

· He has be_en a major force behind formation of the Re
seal'ch Coast; priming this area as a hub for scientific edu
cation and research. That vision led to location of the Tor
rey Pines Institute for Molecular Studies heap.quarters in 
PortSt. Lucie. 

Sen. Ken 
Pruitt's 
vision for a 
Research 
Coast has 
come to 
fruilion; he;s 
got more 
great tnngs to 
accomplish. 

Stan 
Smllan, 
whose focus 
is nuclear 
power plants, 
is unfocused 
when rt comes 
.to serving as 
a legislator. 

In addition, Pruitt has helped 
foster better relations between 
the Treasure Coast's longtime 
scientific research.facilities and 
higher education; such as Harbor . 
Branch Oceal10graphic Instit11: 
lion and Indian River Communi- · 
ty College, with Florida Atlantic 
University, the University of 
Florida and Florida State Univer
sity. 

His vision and ability to create 
partnerships in these arenas will 
lead to a more sustainable com
nmnity, with science and tech
nology complementing its agri

culture, marine and tourist industries. 
Duringthe.next two years of his Senate leadership, Pru

itt said, his goals will-be property insurance and tax reform. 
He favors caps on local spending and possibly extending the 
Save Our Homes exemption to business. Pruitt said the 
exemption should be·available to all except those who use 
their Florida residences as a second home. 

Pruitt's opposition comes from Stan Smilan, a 
76-year-old retired airline pilot and activist, whose major 
campaign platform is concern about FPL's nuclear plant on 
Hutchinso1i Island. During an interview. with this newspa- . 
pei··s editorial board, Smilan showed little interest in and 
knowledge of the problems, needs and goals in the 28th sen
atorial district. He attacked Pruitt for not requiring FPL to 
meet additional safety regula tions for jts nuclear plant, and 
for not pushing for the distribution ofpotassimn iodide 
pills, a treatment for radiation exposure, to the general pub
lic. 

As Smilan, wl)O lives nowhere near the 28th district, left 
the editorial board interview, he commented tliat his family 
had _urged him not to enter the Senate race. 

He should have talien their advice. 
Pruitt's record and im1iact on the Treasure Coast makes 

him perhaps the easiest candidate to endorse. lf things go 
well , the next two years could be two great ones for this re-
gion under Pruitt's leadership. · 
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OUR VIEW 

For governor, 
a tough choice 
Candidates lack vision of governors Chiles, 
Bush; Crist-Davis matchup a relative dud 

L eRoy Collins, Reubin Askew, Bob Graham, Lawton 
Chiles, Jeb Bush: At this point, it'~ difficult to imagine 
adding Charlie Crist or Jim Da:vis to that list of well-i·e

garded Florida leaders. 
One has to hope that this year's two gubernatorial candi

. dates - neither of whom spent much time on the Treasure 
· Coast or visited this newspaper's editorial boarci - don't 
end up like Bob Martinez. He was the state's last one-term 
governor, defeated by Chiles after the former got a sales tax 
on se_rvices through the Legislature, brokering it at the last 
minute behind closed doors. 

At this stage, the bes_t selection is Crist. The 50-year-old 
Florida Republican attorney general leads by large margins 

Charlie 
Crist tias 

. been running 
for governor 
for eigl1t 
years. ls Ile 
for real? 

in the polls, A populist and career politician, 
Crist has done a better-than-expected job as at
torney general, supporting open-records laws, 
fighting Medicaid fraud and targeting 
price-gouging. 

Crist's claim to fame, as a state senator in 
the early 1990s, was leading the charge against 

. the deadly early releases of dangerous prison
ers. While Crist advocated bringing back 1 

chain gangs, he also helped pass legislation re
quiring violent prisoners to serve 85 percent of 
their senteqces. Now, though; he argues that 
felons should be able to vote. 

Crist has been a GOP team player, a Bush 
appointee as sec1;etary of the state Department 
of Professional Regulation, falling on the par
ty's sword as a longshot candidate against U.S. 
Sen. Bob Graham, and serving as education 
commissioner. 

Davis, 49, has spent 10 years in the U.S. 
House, after serving in the state House, where years as a 

legislator; is he was majority leader, for eight years. He -has 

Jim Davis 
has spent 20 

he ready for developed a track record as an environmental- . 
prime time? ist, and prudently attempted to get the state 

. Legislatu_re to give local school districts ,more 
flexibility in spending. 

····--. _ 
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Davis might understand best this region's problems with 
pollt'l.ted water from Lake Okeechobee and the degradation 
of the St. Lucie River. No matter who is elected, the new · 
goyernor must suppo_rt rapid completion of the Indian River 
Lagoon and Everglades restoration plans, and begin to ap
point water management district board members ·more at
tuned to environmental protection than developer or sugar 
interests. 

Uhfortw1a,tely, neither candidate has been successful leg
islatively in helping Florida significantly boost its status as 
one of the worst states for public education. Its dropout rate 

· is abysmal, and its test scores mediocre. The next governor 
should set benclunarks, based on national educational rank
ings, he and tl1e Legislature will be accountable for, 

While Davis has proposed to virtually blow up Bush's 
school accouritability program and give teachers almost 
$4,000 in raises with no strings attached (while somehow 
cutting $1 billion in education taxes), Crist's plan is more 
forward-thinking: Increase the amount of revenue available 
for merit pay and tweak the FCAT. 

Many school districts have used the FCAT as an assess
ment tool for students and teachers, usilig it to focus on im
proviI1g instruction. The next governor should make sure it 
does not represent such a major part of a school's grade; 
other factors, such as suspensions, college-bound seniors 
and dropout rates, must also be included. 

The other major state issue is insurance reforin: Each of 
these candidates has a plan, but each had an 9pportunity to 
advance a solution in their prior job. If Bush fails to call a 
special session 01i this, the next governor must have one be
fore the regular legislative gathering in the spring. 

Improving access to health care also is critical, and both 
men see a need. As attorney general, Crist began myflori
darx.com, a Web site that compares pharmaceutical prices 
at local stores. It's a film idea, but doesn't have enough ven
dors listed. · 

What's most important for the Treasure Coast, though, 
is a governor who will be abie to work with its senior legis
lative team: Ken Pruitt, Senate-president elect; Sen. Mike 
Haridopolos, R-Melbourne; and Reps. Stan Mayfield, R-Vero 
Beach; and Gayle Harrell, R-Port St. Lucie. 

Crist is more likely to carry on the visionary policies of 
Bush with regard to Florida's efforts in economic develop
ment and biotechnology. The Research Coast, which will 
seek funds for key projects invoiving Harbor Branch Ocean
ographic Institution and the state's universities and ~n 
River Community College, needs an advocate. 

Crist and Da~is must learn more about the Treasure 
Coast; our legislative team will be in a position to help the 
new governor do that. 
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Mal1oney, Negro11 
debate tickets for 
Friday available 
BY GEORGE ANDREASSI 
george.andreassi@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - More than 100 tickets still 
areavailable for a debate Friday night among 
the three candidates competing in the national
ly watched contest for Congress in the 16th Dis
trict. 

Democratic candidate Tim Mahoney, Republi
can Joe Negron and wmffiliated Emmie Ross 
have agreed · to paiiicipate in the debate from 
7 to 8 p.m. Friday at the McAlpin Fine Arts Cen
ter at Indian River Commw1ity College. 

Tickets ai·e required but are free. They are 
available during business hours at offices of 
Scripps Treasure Coast Newspl;J.pers in Stuart, 
Poli St. Lucie, Fort Pierce, Vero Beach and 
Jupiter. 

Organizers said the theater's dooi-s will close 
at 6:45 p.m. 

Sponsoring the debate ai·e TV station WPTV, 
Scripps Treastu-e Coast Newspapers and public 
radio station WQCS. The debate will be moder
ated by NewsChaJ.111el 5 anchor Jim Sackett. 

As part of the debate, three journalists will 
each ask two questions that will be answered by 
each of the three candidates. After that, the 
tlu·ee candidates will have a chance to direct 
four questions to another candidate. 

In addition, Sackett will ask tlrree questions 
submitted by the public. 

The race was thrust into the national spot
light after disgraced former Congressman Mark 
Foley, a Fort Pierce Republican, withdrew from 
politics last month after it was discovered he 

See DEBATE, page A12 

ON TCPALM.COM: Watch Friday's debate 
between Joe Negron, Tim Mahoney and 
Emmie Ross live online. 



DEBATE 
FROM PAGE A1 

se1it sexually explicit online 
messages to teenagers in the 
House page program. 

All three candidates said 
they look forward to the de
bate so . they can share their 
positions on the issues with 
voters in the 16th District, 

· which includes pa.tis of Mar
tin, St. Lucie, Okeechobee, 
Palm Beach, Glades, Hendry, 
Highlands and Charlotte coun
ties. 

"I think they're very impor-

What: Debate among candi· 
dates in 16th Congressional 
District 
When: 7 p.rri: Friday. 

. Where: McAlpin Fihe Arts 
Center, Indian River Communi· 
ty College, 3209. Virginia Ave., 
Fort Plerce. 

• tant because they give the vot
ers an opportunity to see each 
candidate and hem· their views 
on how they would improve 
this district," Ross said. "It 
gives the voters an overview of 
the candidates and where they 
stand." 

"I think they're very important because they 

· give the voters an opportunity to see each 

canclidate :md hear their views on how they 

( would in~prove this dist~·ict It gives the voters 

an overview of the candidates and where they 

stand." 

Emmie Ross, unaffiliated candidate 

TICKETS AVAILABLE 
. . 

Tickets to the free event are available at all Scripps Trea
sure Coast Newspaper offices, with a limit of two per person. 

· All offices are open f,rom B a.m. to 5 p.m. The locations, are: 

Stuart News, 1939 S. U.S. 1, Stuart; (772) 287-1550 

Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapef'.s, 760 N.W. Enterprise 
Drive, Port St. Lucie. To get there, go north on Peacock Ro.ad to En· 
te~prise Drive and then follow it around to the dead end. 

The Tribune;" 600 Edwards Road, Fort Pierce 

Vero ·seach Press Journal, 1801 U.S. 1 

Jupiter Courier, 800 W. Indiantown Road · 

MORE INFORMATION ' 

• No political signs, posters, banners or other political paraphernalia 
wiil be allowed, and attendees will not be admitted after 6:45 p.m. 

·• The debate will air live on the. Web on TCPalm.com and WPTV:com, 
as well as on television station WPTV and on radio station WQCS, 
88.9 FM. . . ' 

• WPTV will repeat the debate on Oct. 28 at 10 a.m. and WQCS'will 
repeat the debate on Oct. 31 at 12:06 p.m. 
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Negron, Mahoney debate insurance, l!IR,J(@.r 
Mahoney complains of 'horrific' state leadership; 
Negron 'concerned with what's happening in Iraq' 

BY MICHELLE SHELDONE 
michelle.sheldone@scripps.com 
. WEST PALM BEACH - Em

phasizing a need for changes 
in Iraq, homeowner's insur
ance and Medicaid, Democrat
ic congressional candidate 
Tim Mahoney fired continu
ous attacks at opponent Joe 
Negron, who fell back on his 
track record in the Legisla
mre. 

In a debate at WPEC's West 
Palm Beach studios on Thurs
day, Negron described pro
gress he'd made in the state 
House of Representatives with 
state-run insurer of last resort 
Citizens Property ·Insurance· 
Corp. and in working to re
duce pharmaceutical costs. 

Additional progress is 
needed and, if elected, Negron 
said he would make home
owner's insurance solutions 
his top priority. 

But Mahoney called Ne
gron's work on the insurance 
issue a special-interest endeav
or and one with results akin to 
Michael Brown's work at the 
head of FEi'IIA. 

"The leadership we've got
ten at the state level has been 
horrific," Mahoney said . 
"Right now, we're the biggest 
insurer in the state." 

The candidates also differed 
on Iraq war strategies. 

While Mahoney suggested 
creating an international force 
in Iraq and replacing Ameri
cans with Muslim peacekeep
ers to end the war, Negron 
stood by President Bush's cur- · 

, rent strategy. 
''I'm very troubled and con

. cerned with what's happening 
in Iraq right now," Negron 
said. "(But) I stand with Sena
tor John McCain. The worst 
thing we can do is leave Iraq 
immediately. It's taken longer 
for the Iraqi government to be
come stable." 

Mahoney said Bush's strate-

TODAY ON THE TRAlt 

There are no public 
appearances other than 
tonight's debate for Joe 
Negron and Tim Mahoney. 

ELECTION 

~ 
SECOND DEBATE 

What: Debate among 
candidates in 16th 
Congressional District. 
When: 7 p.m. tonight. 
Where: McAlpin Fine Arts 
Center, ·Indian River 
Community College, 3209 
Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce. 
Watch: Live on TCPalm.com 
and WPTV.com; on tape 10 
a.ni. Saturday on WPTV. 
Listen: WQCS 88.9 FM. 

gy isn't working. 
"We need a bold new strate

gy to get our troops home," 
Mahoney said. "The national 
consensus is that this presi
dent needs to do what his dad 
did: Go back to diplomacy. 
He's getting a message from 
the people in his party. He 
should follow through. If he 
does, he'd have the support of 
this community." . 

Mahoney, a rancher and 
businessman, became· U1e fa. 
vorite and Negron a last-mi
nute candidate after Congress
man Mark Foley's salacious 
online messages to teenage 
boys in the congressional page 

· program became public. 
Mahoney, who has called for 

bipartisanship in Washington, 
said the scandal "took the 
mask off' a Republican leader
ship that's "more concerned 
about keeping political power 
than protecting our children." 

But Foley said the issue 
wasn't political. 

"Everyone agrees what 
Mark Foley did was wrong," 
Negron said. 

Negron's name will not ap
pear on ballots, and U1e Repub
lican repeated that a vote for 
Feeley means a vote for Ne
gron. 

"It's been the craziest and 
strangest 12 days and the crazi
est month of my life," Negron 
said. 

MAHONEY, 
NEGRON 
DE~~l~JC.27-0~ 

Democrat Tim. Mahoney, 
Republican Joe_Negron and 
unafflliated candidate Emmie 
Ross will debate from 7 to 8 
tonight at the McAlpin Fine 
Arts Center at Indian River 
Community College in Fort 
Pierce. The 16th Congressional 
District debate. sponsored by 
TV station WPTV, Scripps 
Treasure Coast Newspapers 
and public radio station WQ.CS, 
will air live on TCPalm.com 
and WPTV.com. WPTV will 
repeat the debate at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, and WQ.CS will 
repeat the debate at 12:06 p.m. 
on Oct. 31. They had their first 
debate Thursday. STORY, A3 

Democrat Tim 
Mahoney, left, 
Independent 
Emmie Ross and 
Republican Joe 
Negron wait for 
a debate 
Thursday at 

. WPEC In West 
Palm Beach. 
The three 
candidates are 
vying for former 
U.S. Rep, Mark 
Foley's 
congressional 
seat. 

J. PAT CARTER 
AP 



Mahoney main target at_debate 
· · · I r,hu"c. 10. ~-o~ 

BY GEORGE ANDREASSI 
george.andreassi@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - As front-runner in the 16th 
Congressional District race, Democrat Tim Ma
honey became a lightning rod for Republican 
Joe Negron and unaffiliated candidate Emmie 
Ross during a debate Friday night attended by 
almost 300 people at Indian River Community 
College. 

"You said (Thursday) night that illegal immi
grants are law-abiding. The - Sarasota 
Herald-Tribune reported (Friday) that you favor 

G 

amnesty for illegal immigrants," Negron said to INSIDE: Poll notices OK in 16th District. A15 in Jupiter Island, Ross peppered Mahoney with 
Mahoney. "How can you say that people who questions related to the Democratic Party's de-
are here illegally are actually law-abiding and INSIDE: The candidates respond to a question on cision to select him as the congressional nomi-
what exactly is your contingency plan?" Iraq. A15 nee and discourage her from running. 

Mahoney responded, "What I said was is ·that gerous world, and we know that we need to se- Mahoney apologized to Ross if he hurt her 
what we have today is amnesty. We've let 12½ cu./:e our borders, and we needed to secure them feelings, but said he didn't remember the Jupi-

. million come into the country. When you do • ah 'd ter Island incident. 
talk to the sheriffs, they're going tell you from a starting on 9112•" M oney sai · "Here we are Mahoney returned Negron's criticism by ac-
law enforcement perspective, these people five years later and we still haven't done the cusing him of taking more campaign contribu
aren't the problem. things that tlie 9111 commission said we should tions from the insurance lobby than any other 

"We have a much bigger· problem. After 9/ 11, do." member of the state House and voting to raise 
we all know we're living in a much more dan- Claiming Mahoney snubbed her at an event · property insurance rates. 
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IRCC, FPL rumounce 
· new education program 
Professional Training .. 
Pipeline in _Power 
Technology will begin in 
January. • 

,ribune c1,-f.,...,S,--t.,..-rJ-.-au_s_{o·L/•O(p 
BY IRCC - JEAN PATTON 
Posted on YourHub.com 

· In,g.ian River Community 
Qgllege (IRCC) and Florida Power 
& Light Company have announced . 
an · innovative educational part
nership to respond to the growing 
energy needs of the Treasure Coast 
and the · increased demand for 
highly skilled employees in the 
energy sector. 

The Professional Training 
Pipeline in Power Technology will 
utilize cutting-edge technology and 
curriculum to prepare current 
FPL · employees for advancement 
and prepare . IRCC students for 
career opportwuties with FPL. 
· To qualify, a student must com

plete an· Associate in Science 
degree in Electronics Engineering 
Technology in one of three educa
tional disciplines: Instrumentatl.on 

and Controls, · Electrical or Me
chanical Maintenance. 

Under the pipeline partnership, 
.FPL will hire annually at the ap
prentice wage scale level at least 20 
IRCC students who have success
fully completed the program, with. 
anticipated annual wages ex
ceeding $45,000. 

Iri addition, FPL will identify 
and supply current workers for 
pipeline training. 

Students . will progress through 
the program as . a . "cohort" group 
in a Power Plant Institute, sharing 
experiences. Classes will be held 
on Monday through Thursday 
mornings fu the Kight Center for 
Emerging 'J,'echnologies at the 
IRCC Main Campus in Fort Pierce. 

Paid summer internships at the 
FPL St. Lucie County Power Plant 
will provide valuable work expe
rience. 

Classes will begin Jan. 8, and ap
plications are now being accepted. 

For :i;nore information, call 
1-866-866-4722. 

Editor's. Note: This story has 
been edited for space. For the full 
st01y, log on to Yow·Hub.com. 
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St. Lucie Today 

Write To Know t.sP ,~ ·",,,: 
.... ~-~. -:;- ., 

The questions in this section ~;;,'.it'.:, __ 1;1 ·· · 
were submitted through a ·s:;,.",>1' 

'Write to Know" form , the PSL 
Take 10 Feedback form, VP luncheons, etc. 

Question: What is the partnership between IRCC and St. 
Lucie Station? 
The growing energy needs of Florida's Treasure Coast are 
fueling an increased demand for highly skilled employees in 
the energy sector, particularly those who are trained in 
nuclear technology. To address this demand, FPL recently 
announced an innovative partnership with local academic 
institutions. The Professional Training Pipeline is an 
agreement with Indian River Community College (IRCC) that 
will help current FPL employees advance their careers. 

In three years, the Professional Training Pipeline in Power 
Technology will prepare as many as 60 students for career 
advancement in energy fields with specific skills in power 
plant operations. Areas of specialization include 
Instrumentation and Control (l&C), Mechanical Operations 
and Electrical Maintenance. In addition to courses at the 
college, student will attend some technical courses at PSL. 

During the official announcement of the partnership on 
September 22, Dr. Al Roberts, Vice President of Applied 
Science and Technology for IRCC, applauded FPL's 
proactive approach to expanding a skilled workforce in 
nuclear power technology. 

A similar agreement was signed for Turkey Point with Miami 
Dade College (MDC) on August 18, 2006. 

Who was involved in developing the program? 
A tremendous amount of work was put into the development 
of this program by the development committee. The 
committee consisted of Rodney Leggett - Electrical GML at 
St. Lucie; Steve Flynn - Mechanical GML at Turkey Point; 
Bill Burrows - Assistant Maintenance Manager at Turkey 
Point and Greg Rodgers - Mechanical Supervisor at St. 
Lucie. The executive sponsors for the committee were Bill 
Jefferson - Vice President, Juno Beach; Terry Jones""' Vice 
President, Turkey Point and Gordie Johnston - Vice 
President, St. Lucie. 

Dr. Edwin Massey, President of IRCC and Bob Escoto, Sr. 
VP for Human Resources. 



Indian River Communitv 
College (IRCC) in Fort Pierce, 
Fla., has been awarded $1.3 
million m SUCCEED, Florida! · 
Career Education grants to offer 
new· and expanded educational 
opportunities in fields with crit
ical employee shortages. IRCC 
captured more of the competi
tive grarits, with more funding 
dollars, than any college or uni
versity _in the state. All ten 
IRCC proposals were funded in 
targeted areas of nursing and 
health care, technology, teacher 
education, manufacturing and 
public safety. With funding 
provided by the Florida Legis
lature, SUCCEED, Florida! 
grants are awarded by the Flori-

. da Department of Education to 
increase educational capacity 
and produce more nurses, 
teachers, technicians and health 

- care · workers to support eco
nomic development throughout 
the state. Six new IRCC · pro
grams in electronics engineer
ing, automotive sezvice, parn
medic, nursing, teaching and 
information technology 
received $1.1 million, and four 
continuing progr..uns in health 
science, culinary arts, homeland 
security and teacher education 
were awarded $203,484. The 
SUCCEED, Florida! grants will 
enable IRCC to implement new 
curriculum, increase access to 
learning, provide . accelernted 
learning opportunities, enhance 
instructional technology, and 
support partnerships with busi
nesses. 

GJra1Jntts t8r GJifflts 

ns Building 
tion Progra 

£'./i~;1;;~ Pr<'F r. 

(From left) St. Clair County Community College President Dr. Rose B. Bellanca and 
college Board of Trustees Chairman Robert W. Gunn Jr. accept from Joe Barger of 

Siemens a mock-up of a $25,000 check from the Siemens Building Education 
Program. 

Carteret Community Col
lege in Morehead City, N.C., 
has been awarded $68,679 for 
two grants from the North 
Carolina Co=unity College 
System BioNetwork. The 
money will fund biotechnolo
gy training and biobusiness 
support in Coastal North Car
olina. The awards were 
among more than $3-million 
made recently for equipment 
and innovative biotechnology 
projects to 25 co=unity col
leges across the state. The first 
~ant, "A Planning Study for 

the North Carolina Marine 
Sciences BioBusiness Service 
Hub ," was approved for 
$57,750 and will sezve as an 
extension of an ongoing 
marine science consortium in 
Carteret County that includes 
Duke University's Marine 
Laboratory, the University of 
North Carolina's Institute of 
Marine Science, North Caroli
na State University's Center 
for Marine Sciences and Tech
nology, and Carteret Co=u
nity College in addition to 
other partners. 

u 

Hartnell College in Salinas, 
Calif., has been awarded a $6.6 
million GEAR UP (Gaining 
Early Awareness and Readiness 
for Undergrnduate Programs) · 
gr.int from the U.S. Department 
of Education. The grant sup
ports a new partnership 
between Hartnell College and 
the Salinas Union High School _ 
District, which will benefit 
more than 11,000 students in El 
Sausal and La Paz middle 
schools over a six-year period 
by improving their academic 
performance, high school reten-

Call(Mlu,'fy f, l/t.r /JJteK 
/"-9~, 

tion and gr.iduation rntes. The 
gr.int will also assist them in 
preparing for college. Other 

· : partners involved in the project 
are Alisa! High School; Partners 
for Peace, a city group promot
ing non-violence; and SUBA, a 
Hisp~c · organization dedicat
ed to improving the co=unity. 
The grnnt, one of the largest 
grants the college has . ever 
received, will provide funds for 
several positions, including a 
director, retention coordinator, 
teachers and counselors. 

St. Clair County Community 
College (SC4) in Port Huron, 
Mich., has received a $25,000 
donation from Siemens Build
ing Technologies Inc. of Livo
nia, Mich. The donation will 'be 
used to buy alternative-energy 
equipment, such as a wind tur
bine and solar panels, which 
will be used to help power a 
college lab. SC4 -is helping to 
educate ·southeast Michigan in 
careers of tomorrow, featuring 
an alternative energy technolo
gy certificate and an in-devel
opment alternative energy asso
ciate degree. 

Community College Week \Wlcomes 
e-mailed ristings for the "Grants and Gifts" 
section. Submissions should be brief and 
indude: 
■ Dollar amount (Of itemization of in
kind contributions) of the grant or gift 
. ■ Whov.tiat is giving or granting 
■ What the gift or grant "MIi be used for 
Please send information to 
edilor@ccweek.com 'Mlh 'Grants and 
Gifts' as the subject line. 
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IRCC cited forbest practices in Tech Prep education 
BY JEAN PATTON, IRCC 
Posted on YourHub.com 

Indian River Community 
College was selected for nine 
outstanding "best practices" 
by the National Association for 
Tech Prep Leadership 
(NATPL). 

These model practices for ed
ucation and career training 
will be featured in a new book, 
"Tech Prep Best Practices 
Across the United States.'! 

The nine IRCC programs se
lected are: Great Explorations, 
Pathways Leadership Project, 
Expanding Horizons, Center 
for Academic Innovation, 
Counselors' Conclave, Summer 
Academy for Emerging Tech
nologies, Clark Advanced 
Learning Center, Curriculum 
Guides and Youth Summit. 

The book is scheduled for re
lease Nov. 1 at the National 
Tech Prep Network Con
ference in Dallas. 

According to Libby Living
s-Eassa, Tech Prep coordinator 
for the Quad-County Tech Prep 
Consortium serving the 
Treasure Coast, Tech Prep is 

G 

an important change agent un
derlying the development of in
novative improvements in edu
cation for 65 percent of high 
school students. 

During its first 12 years 
(1990-2002), Tech Prep was 
widely effective in creating 
smooth transitions for stu
dents from secondary-to-post
secondary education and pro-

viding strategies for student 
success. 

"The Quad-County Con
sortium, consisting of Indian 
River, Martin, Okeechobee, 
and St. Lucie counties, has 
seen an enrollment increase 
over 20 percent in the last two 
years to over 24,000 program 
students," Livings-Eassa said. 

"These students now have 

u 

educational opportunities 
within 170 career pathways to 
receive up to 25 credit hours 
through over 400 agreements 
among schools, colleges and 
universities. 

"Career Pathways are de
veloped, implemented, and 
maintained in partnership 
among secondary and postse
condary education, business, 

and employers," added Living
s-Eassa. 

For more information on 
area programs, contact Libby 
Livings-Eassa at (772) 462-7646 
or (866) 866-4722, ext. 7646, or by 
e-mail at elivings@ircc.edu. 

Editor's Note: This story has 
been edited for space. For the 
full story, log on to Your
Hub.com. 
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IRCC cited for best 
practices in tech prep 
' . , . . . 

FOR HOMETOWN NEWS 

Indian River Communi
ty College was selected for 

· 'nine outstanding "best 
practices" by the National 
Association for Tech Prep 
Leadership. These model 
practices for education 
and career training will be 
featured in · a new book, 
"Tech Prep Best Practices 
Across the United States." 

The nine IRCC · pro
grams selected are: Great 
Explorations, Pathways 
Leadership Project, 
Expanding Horizons, Cen
ter. for Academic Inn.ova
tion, Counselors' Con- · 
clave, Summer Academy 

. for Emerging · Techpolo
gies, .Clark Advanced 
Learning Center, Curncu
lum Guides, and Youth 
Summit. 

the hook is scheduled 
for release on Nov. 1 at the 
National Tech ,Prep Ne:t
work ·conference in Dal
las. 

The Quad County Tech 
Prep Consortium was also 
cited in 2005-2006 as .a 
national mocl.el for Career 
Pathways by the National 
Tech Prep Network and is 
a working model within 
the acclaimed publica
tion, "Career Pathways: 
Education with a Pur
pose." 

For more information on 
area programs contact 
Libby · Livings-Eassa at 
Indian River Community 
College, 3209 Virginia Ave., 
Fort Pierce, FL 34981 -
5596. Call (772) 462- 7646 
or 1 (866) 866-4722, Ex,t. 
7646. 
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IRCC CITED FOR BEST PRACTICES IN TECH 
PREP 
e-mail to a friend I print this I link to this 
Contributed by: IRCC - Jean Patton on 
10/3/2006 

Indian River Community Colle 
se ec e or nine ou s an ing est 
practices" by the National Association for 
Tech Prep Leadership (NATPL) . These 
model practices for education and career 
training will be featured in a new book, 
"Tech Prep Best Practices Across the 
United States." 

The nine IRCC programs selected are: 
Great Explorations, Pathways Leadership 
Project, Expanding Horizons, Center for 

IRCC's Summer Technology 
Academy is one of the nine 

programs recognized for Tech 
Prep 'best practices.' 

Provided by: IRCC - Jean Patton 

Academic Innovation, Counselors' --· _____________ ---·--- __ _ 
Conclave, Summer Academy for Emerging Technologies, Clark Advanced 
Leaming Center, Curriculum Guides, and Youth Summit. 

The book is scheduled for release November 1 at the National Tech Prep 
Network Conference in Dallas . Tech Prep captured the imagination and energy 
of educational innovators in our nation's high schools and colleges, along with 
employers seeking candidates for high-skill, high-wage jobs. The concept has 
become a reality in partnerships across the country, and the U.S. Congress 
once again set aside funding for Tech Prep within the reauthorized Carl Perkins 
legislation. 

According to Libby Livings-Eassa, Tech Prep Coordinator for the Quad-County 
Tech Prep Consortium serving the Treasure Coast, Tech Prep is an important 
change agent underlying the development of innovative improvements in 
education for 65 percent of high school students. During its first twelve years 
(1990-2002) , Tech Prep was widely effective in creating smooth transitions for 
students from secondary-to-postsecondary education and providing strategies 
for student success in high school, college, and careers. 

Ms. Livings-Eassa notes that "The Quad-County Consortium, consisting of 
Indian River, Martin, Okeechobee, and St. Lucie counties, has seen an 
enrollment increase over 20% in the last two years to over 24,000 program 
students. These students now have educational opportunities within 170 career 
pathways to receive up to 25 credit hours through over 400 agreements among 
schools, colleges and universities. 

"Career Pathways are developed, implemented, and maintained in partnership 
among secondary and postsecondary education, business, and employers," 
states Ms. Livings-Eassa . She further notes that Career Pathways do not limit 
choices but rather greatly expand students' opportunities. Students can change 
from one Career Pathway to another. The high school/college curriculum of a 
Career Pathway may also provide students with opportunities for dual 
enrollment and the earning of postsecondary credits while still in high school. 
Career Pathways are available to all students including adult learners." 

The Quad County Tech Prep Consortium was also cited in 2005-2006 as a 
national model for Career Pathways by the National Tech Prep Network and is a 
working model within the acclaimed publication, "Career Pathways: Education 
with a Purpose." 

For more information on area programs contact: 
Libby Livings-Eassa 
Indian River Community College 
3209 Virginia Avenue 
Fort Pierce, FL 34981 -5596 
(772) 462-7646 or 1-866-866-4722, Ext. 7646 
Fax: (772) 462-7843 
Email: elivings@ircc.edu 

http://tc .yourhub.com/PortStLucie/Stories/Education/School-News/Story~ 132718.aspx 10/4/2006 
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CLARKADVANCED LEARNING CENTER >¥f, l/t;, 
EARNS HIGHEST AVERAGE SCORE ON COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAM 

CALC graduates sw1Jass region, slate and ,J,wlion ll, <~ r < ;_-Ire./ 111 c, rJ --"/"-'' 1, 3 , 
Students from the Clark Advanced Leaming Mosley noted that CALC students have also 

Center (CALC) have achieved the highest average earned the highest FCAT scores in science 
scores in the region on the ACT college entrance in Martin County for two consecutive years, 
exam, surpassing county, state and national scores, and 9 students graduated from the CALC 
The 2006 graduating seniors of the CALC, a national this year with an Associate degree, ready to 
model public high school at the Indian River start their university studies as a junior, 
Community College Chastain Campus in Stuart, The CALC provides a student
earned an average ACT composite score of 21.5, centered , high-tech learning environment 
higher than the state average of20.3, Martin County where students work in teams or onc-011-one 
average of21.3, and national average of21.l. The with teachers to learn through realistic, 
high ACT score earned by CALC students rcnects career-oriented projects. Each student 
achievement in all four sections of the exam - receives a personal laptop computer to 
English, math, reading and science. support the integration of technology 

"The outstanding performance of our throughout the curriculum. CALC students 
students on the ACT college entrance exam is prepare for in-demand careers in education, 
another indication of the top-quality education that digital media, health care, computer 
students receive at the Clark Advanced Learning networking, business management and many 
Center," said Maria Mosley, CALC Executive other occupations. Their classroom 
Director. "Through our dedicated faculty, personal experiences are enhanced through business 
attention for each student and small schoo I internships during their senior year. The Clark 
environment, we place a very strong emphasis on Advanced Learning Center is a Martin 
ensuring that our students develop the academic County public high school for "middle 
foundation they need to succeed in college and majority" sophomores, juniors and seniors. 
careers. In fact, CALC seniors typically graduate For more information about the CALC, call 
with an average of 42 college credits already earned (772) 419-5750. 
through dual enrollment." 



. . ->luttt' f-?J,IIJ-' 
Learnmg center ;r:I~ 
receives 'grant · 

The Clark Advanced Learn
' ].ng Center has received a 
Succeed, F1orida! Career Paths 
grant which will be used to 
give a group of high school stu
dents a head start in informa
tion technology. 

· · Awarded by the F1orida De
partment of Education, the 
$68,094 grant will support im
plementation of an Internet 
D.evelopment and Security 
Academy at the Learning Cen
ter, a national model high 
school at · the Indian River 
Commw1ity College Chastairi 
Campus in Stuart. · 

"Award of this competitive . 
grant by the Florida Depart- . 
ment of Education recognizes 
the Clark Advanced Learning 
Center's success in preparing 
students for careers in emerg
ing technologies," said Maria 
Mosley, the school's executive 
director. "We are very excited 
about la)lllching our new In
ternet Academy." 

The Internet Academy will 
offer a three-year curriculwn 
developing skills in computer 
systems design, Web pro
gral11illing, networking essen
tials, advanced operating sys
tems and advanced Web s.ite 
development, as well as the op
portunity to earn industry cer
tifications. 

Students who begin the 
Academy in the 10th grade will 
graduate with 36 college cred0 

its completed toward an associ
ate in science degree in Com
puter Information Technology. 
These high school/college dual 
em·ollrilent credits are earne·d' 
at 119 charge to the student. 

For more information about 
the Clark Advanced Learning 
Ce17,ter, call (772) 419-5750. 
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Medical Expo coming up, IRcc· awarded BEST grant 
It's that time again. Time to prepare 

for the annual Medical E.xpo, ajob fair for 
the medical community sponsored by 
Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapeis. 

This year, Indian River r.ommuoitv 
College (IRCCJis hosting the event at 
Uteir state-Of-the-art Health Science cen
ter at the main campus in Fort Pierce. 

"It seemed like a good match since we 
train a large number of health care work
eis locally," said Jane Cebalak, dean of 
Healtlt Sciences at IRCC. 

Having the job fair at Ute ean1pus 
gives employeis and job seekeis a chance 
to see IRCC's healtl1 education facilities, 
she said. 

'And we have IRCC health sciences 
students who are graduating," she noted. 
'1'his gives them a way to meet employeis 
on site." 

The Medical Expo is just one of a 
number of popular Scripps job fairs that 
bring job seekeis together with employ
eis. Two employeis from a prior job fair 
told tl1e Job Source how the job fairs ben
efit their recruiting efforts. 

'I love tl1e Scripps job fairs," said 
Doug Bassett from Brinks Home Technol
ogies. "111ey're fantastic." 

"I have phenomenal success," he 
added. "And I meet super individuals 
from the area." 

"And it's incredible the turnout 
Scripps does an awesome job of getting 
the word ou~" he said. 

'I meet a number of good candidates 
all on tl1e same day," Bassett said. "I fill 
tl1e jobs I have. And I get a list of 
well-qualified individuals that I have on 
hand when I need additional employees." 

' I 1vish Scripps would have more job 
fairs," he said. "They are such an effective 
recruiting tool." 

And an astounding number of new 
people who have just moved to the area 
start tl1eir job search at these fairs, said 
Scott Shepard, ,vitJ1 Allied Home Care, 
Inc. 

' It's amazing how many new people 
you meet at the job fairs," Shepard said. 

Shepard also likes the convenience of 
job fairs. 

"We can meet everyone in one loca
tion in one day," he added. "It's more con
venient It's more relaxed. And tl1ere is no 
'phone tag'." 

The E:q10 is open to all employeis 
who have health care positions available. 
As an added bonus, participating employ
eis ,vill have access to the Scripps online 
job application system,tJiat automatically 
sorts and qualifies applicant information. 

Join the list of quality organizations 
tlmt 1vill be recruiting at the Medical E.x
po, Wednesday Oct 25, from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. TI1e E~']JO ,vill be held at the Healtl1 
Science Center, Building H, on the Indian 
River Community College Main Campus, 
3209 Virginia Avenue in Fort Pierce. 

The deadline for employeis to sign up 
and be included in next Sunday's pre-E.x
po special section is Tuesday, October I 7. 
Call your recruitment advertising repre- · 
sentative: 

Indian River County and Brevard· 
County - Catherine Griffin (772) 
2234735 or catl1erine.griffin@scripps.com 

Martin County and Palm Beach Coun
ty - Melissa Barton (772) 692-8983 or 
melissa.barton@scripps.com 

St. Lucie County and Jensen Beach -
Amy Vaughn (772) 223 4720 or 
an1y.vaughn@scrippS.com 

TI1e Workforce Board of the Trea
sure Coast announced in August that 
TI1e Col])Orate and Community Train
ing Institute at IRCC (Indian River 
Community College) was awarded 

·more titan $216,000 in BEST grant 
training funds. 

Tiie BEST (Business Employment 
and Solutions Training) grant ,vill al
low approximately 270 Treasure 
Coast employees to receive work 
skills upgrade training this year. Jane 
Ceba!ak, dean of health sciences at 
IRCC, said the grant ,vill help them 
bring a number of individuals into al
lied health programs for employeis in
cluding Lawnwood, St. Lucie Medical 
Center and Martin Memoriai Health 
Systems. 

TI1ose receiving training can be 
new employees who must be trained 
or existing employees who want to 
. upgrade their skills and pay. 

"It could be a way for someone in 
dietary or admissions, for example, to 
get training for a patient care job," 
said Cebalak. 

Last year, Martin Memorial Healtl1 
Systems used a BEST grant to help 
form a training academy for nursing 
assistants. 

"We started Ute PC'J' Academy 
which is a 'grow-our-own' school for 
Patient Care Technicians (PCTs ), " 
said Angie Metcalf, director of hun1an 
resources and learning at Martin Me
morial. "It costs us tens of thousands 
of dollars to put on this Academy and 
the BEST Grant helped us with some 
of those costs." 

TI1e BEST grant, which was award
ed by the Workforce Development 
Board of tl1e Treasure Coast, paid for 
50¼ of the direct training costs as well · 
as Sl,760 for the PC'J' tools and un-
ifomlS. · 

After six weeks in the Academy, the 
trainees graduated ,vith a professional 
certificate and an increase in pay, 
from $8.56 to $9.44. And up to $12.94 
for tl1ose who chose tl1e night shift. 

u 

' Last year, we graduated 16 PC'J's 
who then went to work for us," said 
Metcalf. TI1e new PC'J's went to work 
in areas as diveise as the emergency 
room, intensive care unit, obstetrics 
(maternity) and otl1er patient care 
areas. 

"All 1G who started in tl1e .\cademy 
finished," said Metcalf. 'And ,irtually 
all who started ,vitl1 us are still work
ing here a year later. And a number of 
them went on to nursing school." 

TI1e Academy students saw tllis 
training as a foot in the door to a 
well-paid career. Metcalf nored. 

Working in an entry-le,·el health 
care field can often get a nursing can
didate preferential treatment for tl1e 
handful of seats in nursing schools. At 
the san1e tin1e, you are earning money 
and getting great benefits. including 
tuition reimbursement. 

"Martin Memorial pays ;.; percent 
of their nursing school tuition," Met
calf agreed. 

TI1ose who went on to nursing 
school can become practical nurses in 
as a little as a year. Ami registered 
nurses in only two years. At that 
point, they would earn more than $21 
an hour. 

Metcalf said, because of the BEST 
Grant, Martin Memorial is able to con
tinue the Academy with 12 new train
ees this year. 

'Martin Memorial Health Systems 
was awarded anotl1er BEST !!rant tllis 
year to recruit and train more Patient 
Care Technicians," said Caryn Bar
beau, BEST Project coordinator ,vitl1 
the Workforce Board. TI1e .\cademy 
,vill be a partneiship of their own in
house educatois and IRCC. 

"Tilis will enable MMHS to fill addi
tional vacant PC'J' positions as well as 
give Treasure Coast workeis an op
poriunity to increase tl1eir skills and 
receive ltigl1er wages,· Barbeau said. 
.. It's a 'win•win' siruation." 
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Pastor opposes changettJH;t~~is 
district sex education policy 

, . . . . I' . . , . . . . 

BY MATT DO.NEGAN 
Staff writer 

A local pastor last week pub- .. 
licly spoke out against a possi-

. ble change. to the way the St. 
Lucie Comity School District 
teaches youth abcitit'sex. 

While the. district doesn't have 
a sex education course per se, 
middle school students learn 
about the birds rind the bees in 
science class in a track that dis
trictspokeswoman Janice Karst 
said te~ches abstinence only. · 

B1yan Longworth, a pastor at 
Covenant Tabernacle in Port St. 
Lucie, is upset that the 27-
member St. Lucie County 
Shared Services Network Exec
utive Roundtable is looking into . 
alternate sexed methods in the 
wake of what some are calling a 
local HIV/ AIDS epidemic . 
. "I, as a pastor, am con

cerned," h~ said during an Oct. 
12 press conference in front of 
the school district's _headquar
ters. "My father, who is also a 
pastor, has preached funerais 

· for AIDS victims. We don't want -
to spend the rest of our lives 
preaching funerals for people 
who've died from HIV · and 
AIDS. However, I do not agree 
with changing from an absti
nence policy, to including sex 
education .that is graphic, 
explicit and risky." 

His concerns appear to be 
preliminmy, as the toimdtable 
has not yet decided upon any 
recommendations to pass to 
the school district. 

The roundtable brought up 
the idea of integrating sexually 
transmitted disease prevention 
!Uessages in school curriculums 
!!nd other programs back in 
2005, a year in which St. Lucie 
County had the highest rate of 
HIV in Florida among blacks, 
according to a health depart
pient report. One in 35 blacks in• 
~he county had HIV in 2005, the 
!eport says. 

lliuht to Koow 
· · · . · Mitch Kloorfain/chief photographer 
Pastor Bryan Longworth speaks to reporters with supporter Lar'ry 
Pendley outside the St. Lucie County School Board office in Fort 
Pierce on Thursday, Oct. 12. Longwor~h is an opponent of the pro-. 
posed curriculum change in se~ education in the school system. 

Based on those figures, the 
roundtable created a subcom
mittee, comprised of curricu
lum review experts from Florida 
Atlantic Univer~ity, Indian River 
Community College and q1e 
school district to look at related 
programs from the Department 
of Education and the Centers 
for Disease Control for possible 
implementation in St. Lucie 
County schools, said Christine 
Epps, executive director of the 
round table. 

"We need a ve1y balanced 
approach in addressing this as a 
health issue," she said. 

County school district super-

intendent Michael Lannon, a 
volunteer lllember of the · 
roundtable, spoke with Pastor 

· Longworth about becoming 
allies following the pastor's 
press conference. 

. "As a minister of faith, he'.s got 
to be coming at life from the 
point of view that he would like 

• things better for humanity," Mr. 
Lannon said. "We of good faith 
do not allow our fellow man to 
die needlessly. I'm adamant 
that we as a community can't 
stick our head in the sand and 
play ostrich and pretend this 

t See PASTOR A 16 
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killer doesn't exist. We · need to find the 
things we agree on and figure out the other 
pieces we don't agree on, then work togeth
er to gain an understanding on the other 
issues." · 

Regardless of what the subcommittee 
finds, Mr. Lannon clearly believes. that the 
school district needs to step in: . 

"We have a major community crisis 
that's pretty much going unspoken," he 
said. "We have · people dying ip St. Lucie 
County. The cause is a human behavior 
that, with proper education, we might be 

• able to reduce the incidents of disease. We 
don't teach sex, we teach health. I think 
that's practical." · 

But Pastor Longworth said he feels that 
the district .should only teach an authentic 
abstinence curriculum, while still explain
ing what risks students face with sex. 
· Fort Pierce Central High School senior 
Devan Wilson said he feels' instructors 
should teach both abstinence and safe sex. 
The majority of students would not be 
bothered by learning both practices, he 
said, adding that he feels some students 
may have religious differences. . 

According to the Florida Statutes, 
schools shall: teach abstinence from sexual 
activity outside of marriage as the expected 

standard for all school-age students ":7hile refer to as "sex education," is "a district 
teaching the benefits of monogamous het- decision." · ' 
erosexual marriage; emphasize that absti- ''If they want to teach abstinence-only or 
nence from sexual activity is a·certain way use the other stance, that's up to them," s~e 
'tc:i avoid out-of-wedlock pregnancy, sexu- said. 
ally transmitted diseases and other associ- · School board member John Carvelli said 
ated health problerp.s; teach that each stu- all sides need to be heard. 
dent has the power to control personal "We'll have full input from everybody, 
behavior and encourage students to base including par~nts, just like we did with our 
actions on · reasoning, . self-esteem, and change in boundaries where we had ~,000 
respect for 9thers; .and provide instruction 
and material that is ' appropriate for the . people giv.e,dnput;'' he said, 
grade and age of the student. · Teachers .will not get to review any ,new 

Florida Department of pducatiori curriculum until at least March ·2007,' Ms. 
spokeswoman · Deborah . Higgins _'. said_ Epps • sliid . . _Implementation would .. not 
changes to human.growth and develop~ . come until at least the 2008-2009 schoo_l 
ment instruction, oqvhat some edui:;ators . ye~r. 
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Taking a brain break 

JUAN DALE BROWN • juan.dale.brown@scripps.com 

Edward Gillett of Port St. Lucie, a student atJndian River Community College, relaxes after his Math Club I team won all four 

events of IRCC's Brain Bowl, conducted at the main campus in Fort Pierce on Thursday. The team now advances to district 
competition, with a chance to go on to state and national contests. 

0 
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GOOD FOR YOU 1"-1 -:"~ 

AUSTIN GRADUATES WITH 
HONORS 

Thelma Marie Austin 
· graduated . with 
honors from 
Indian River 
~ommuniti 
College in June. 

·'She has · trans
f erreci to the 
University of Austin 
Central Florida 
in Orlando, where she is 
majoring in business. 

Austin, . a · 2004 honor 
graduate of Vero Beach High 
School, is the daughter of 
Jackie and Larry Austin. 

TEEN HEAVEN winner says 11 8eauty Lies Within 11 

Contributed by: MaryBeth Moore on 10/2/2006 ~:::'.hdi-,~ f /\) t.u
5 1 c:, 

3
, D~~ 

Lily Onyx Jones, a Stuart resident and senior at Clark Advanced Learning Center, says: "True beauty lies within. However, 
our first impressions of others are often visual and you only get one chance to make a great first impression." 

C And that she does. 

u 

The dynamic 18 year old is the grand prize winner in Teen Heaven's Homecoming Contest. Susan Kaplan, owner of Teen 
Heaven, the funky fashionista clothing store in Palm Beach Gardens, asked girls ages 15-18 to write an essay entitled "Why 
it's important to always look your best and dress for success." 

In her essay Jones says "every day is a potential interview of sorts; as we never know when opportunities could come our 
way. One thing we do know is that they come more often to people who regularly pay attention to their outward appearance." 

Kaplan says the purpose of this contest was to show that "caring about your appearance and grooming can yield 
tremendous advantages," 

"Our children are our most important resource and hope for the future," l<aplan adds. 

The grand prize included a dress from Teen Heaven and an all day makeover for Jones on Sept. 30, the day of her 
homecoming. Pampering included facial, makeup, hairdo, lunch and manicure and pedicure. 

Teen Heaven parlnered with neighboring businesses including Christine's Salon, Chez Cheri, Habitat Cafe and Trueglo 
Medspa. 

Brittany Sullivan, a contest judge with Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers said, "Out of all of the entries, Lily's essay was 
excellent and explained precisely why it's important to dress for success." 

Jones plans to attend Boston University to major in business and eventually work in the stock market. She is vice president 
of student government at Clark. She also is an intern with Vicky Davis, Martin County's supervisor of elections and a 
competitive weightlifter, recently crowned "Miss Teen Figure ofFlorida." 



Willie came from the poorest part of 
town - an area full of crime and 
delinquency. He knew his future would 

be very limited if he stayed on the street. In his mid
teens, a Counselor asked him if he would like to 
attend a free summer camp. Without hesitation, 
Willie agreed. 

After experiencing the Floridn Sheriffs Youth 
Cnmp, Willie asked about the Boys Ranch. "Was 
there room for just one more boy?" The answer was 
yes, and he began the journey that gave him the 
opportunities to succeed. Gratefully, Willie knows 
how very different his life could have been. 

Willie spent four years at the Boys Ranch. 
Initially, the school wanted to put him in special 
classes, but Willie objected - pleading to stay up an 
hour past bed time to complete his homework. 
Night after night, the lamp stayed on at his desk as 
he worked twice as hard to be successful. 

Not only did he graduate from high school on 
time, he went on to get his AA, BA and Masters 
Degree. Today, Willie is employed by the Polk 
County Sheriffs Office. He has fulfilled his dream of 
becoming a law enforcement officer. 

We are proud of Willie's success. From those 
early days at camp, through his years at the Ranch, 

i. 
he made good choices that led to great opportunities. 
He stands tall among his peers, but never hesitates to 
reach out and help a child in need. 

12 

Burglary is the felony crime 
committed most often by 

juvenile offenders. There were 
16,941 burglary cases involving 

juvenile offenders in FY 1999-2000, an 
average of 46 per day. 

Sow·ce: FL De/1t. of ]11ve11ile Justice 
Key ]11ve11ile Crime T,-e11cls 

THE RANCHER "P:: SPECIAL EDITION 

_,). l ;o{o 

~ 5)-ic:-, /a./ ;Edi/,'cJ'i/ 

;~i 

.. · ,J~;itl 
"The Boy, ~~nch•. ~_iµ.:., . ::;'.:.! 

stg,y.~rterf me ,n ever!i!O:;~!f = ./J 
that I wanted to do,. ,7:~_ey/:)_ l 

have tauglit me th~t su~~i!$, is ·;,i-i 
not a destination, it is ii' ·· . J 

journey." 
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Yo"" ?fuh. ~ /o-is-olt 
Post your news on www.yourhub.com 

B11Sy sisters fu1d tiine 
to 111al{e a diff ere11ce 
Teenagers provide 
valuable service to 
Exchange Club 
CASTLE and other 
endeavors 

BY KRISTI SCOTTALINE 
Posted on YourHub.com 

. Everyone is familiar -with 
the old saying, "Good help is · 
hard to find," but how true is 
it? 

At the Exchange Club 
CASTLE, we have a need for 
helping ha.rids. 

There is so much to be 
done, especially around the 
holidays. -In the busy world 
we live in, it is amazing to 
see that anyone is able to 
give their time to charity -
especially when it comes to 
-the never-ending lives of 
-teenagers. 

We are extremely lucky to 
not only have teenagers that 
want to help improve chil- · 
dren's lives, but · we have 
sisters who have joined our 
Auxiliary and give up time 
with their friends for us. 
Meet Britni and Linsy Knott. 

Britni is an 18-year-old 
honors graduate from St. 
Lucie West <;;entennial -High 
School ai1d a freshman at 
Indian River Community 
College, aspiring to work ·111 

the field of architectural engi
neering. She has always been 
a voltmteer for organizations 
such as Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters. 

Linsy is a 16-year-olci 
honors student at St. 'Lucie 
West Centennial High School, 
where she is a band member 
and finds time to vollmteer, 
regardless . of how much 
studying she has to do. 

What have these volun
teers done for CASTLE since 
they have jmnped on board? 

It began with the two of 
them helping their mother, 
Ti.ila, get the fmancial de- , 
partment settled in as new · 
staff joined us. 

Then they joined the Aux
iliary to participate in our 
winter event, Holiday Magic, 
which led to their help 
during our 2Sth-a1miversary 
celebration this year. 

KRISTI .SCOTTALINE 
Posted on YourHub.com 

St. Lucie residents Britni and 
Linsy Knott donate their time 
to help the Exchange Club 
CASTLE. 

I've been told they · have 
signed up to volm1teer for -the 
Chili Cook-Off as well. 

Most ·people laugh at the 
words "spare time," but 
when Britni and Linsy aren't 
into their studies 01· volun
teering, they are spending 
time with friends, their 
cousins and/ or their two 
yom1ger siblings. 

We appreciate all of the ef
forts these girls put forward, 
and we hope to find more 
people in the conummity like 
this within the Treasure 
Coast cow1ties. 

Ow- cw-rent needs are for 
the following: event servers 
and greeters (such as at the 
Chili Cook-Oft) collecting 
toys dw-ing the holidays, 
office help and much more. 

Many families on the 
Treasure Coast depend on us, 
and volunteers help make it 
possible for us to see them 
tlu·ough. 

For information on how 
you can become a -CASTLE 
volunteer or youth volw1teer, 
contact Kristi, (772) 465-6011, 
ext. 36 or e-mail kscottaline 
@exchangecastle.org. 

Editor's Note: This sto1y 
has been edited for space. For 
U1e full sto1y, Jog on to Yow;
Hub:co1i1. 
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Ray Noel and 
Chrystine Polzin 
perform together in 
the duo Hair Peace. 

Mitch Kloorfain 
chief photographer 

Hair Peace keeps the '60s alive 
BY SHELLEY KOPPEL 
Elltertai11111ell t writer 

In 1993, Chrystine Polzin 
and Ray Noel went to Indi
an River Com1'11unity ccil

_kgE!___ to become music 
Teacf1ers. Instead, they 
found each other and their 
calling, performing as the 
duo, Hair Peace. 

Stephen Foster Cultural 
Center at White Springs 
that will feature 300 per
formances daily, headlined 
by country star Roseanne 
Cash. 

Hair Peace takes its name 
from John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono's famous inter
view from the bed, where 
they displayed signs that 
said "Hair Peace" and "Bed 
Peace." 

percussion. Both sing, and 
while they started as a folk 
duo, they perform folk
rock, bluegrass and alter
native country. Their audi
ence is a mixture of 
families and ages, and their 
repertoire includes works 
of a rtists from Bob Dylan to 
Ben Harper. It's performing 

their own work that gives 
the greatest pleasure. 

"We like to do original 
material," said Chrystine 
Polzin. "People request it, 
and we can't help grinning 
when they request our 
songs. It's amazing." 

• See HAIR PEACE, A20 

Saturday they can be 
found at the King's I-lead 
Pub, and Wednesday at the 
Thirsty Turtle, both in Port 
St. Lucie. But, their growing 
popularity has them on 
stage all over the Treasure 
Coast, from Melbourne to 
Stuart. They were recently 
invited to perform this year 
at the Florida Folk Festival, 
which is the Memorial Day 
weekend event at the 

"We thought 'Hair Peace' 
sounded better than 'Bed 
Peace' for a group," Ray 
Noel said with a smile. "We 
really like the ideals of the 
generation, and we're 
keeping the spirit of the 
'60s alive." 

I-lair Peace 
From page A 19 

They have two CDs otll 
and a third in the works. 
The music 011 the reco rd
ings is original, and peopl e 
come into clubs already 
singing their songs. It 's a 
source or great pleasure to 
1he111. 

The duo manage their 

Ray plays the ·guitar and 
mandolin and Chrystine 
the guitar, harmonica and 

own husiness affairn, and 
says it 's much easier once 
you get a foot in th e door. 

"It 's a lot of phone ca lls 
and running around," said 
Bay Noel. "We've consid
ered agents, but the whole 
reason we did this was lo 
be in control of what we 
did, and of our des tiny. 
V\le've been local for so long 
that people have heard our 
name, and we're gelling 
calls from clubs." 

For Chrys tine Polzin, it's 

always hee n almul the 
musi c. 

''I've heen in music si nce 
elementary school," she 
said. "Chorus was my 
favorite thing. I never 
thought of doing anything 
else because music was 
everything, and I wanted lo 
pass ii on lo others." 

/-lair Pence a11pears e11e1y 
Saturday at '/11e King:~ 
!-lend l'u/J, 283[1 S. W l'ortSt. 
l .ucie U/11r/, Port St. l .11cie, 
Jim11 G:30-IJ:30 p.111. Cn ll 

(772) .'J,/0-122.'I. 
'f'/1ey n11JJe11r Wednesday 

at 'J11e 'J'/1irstv ·nmle, 21125 
S. W l'ort s1: J,11cie JJ/11d., 
Port St. l.ucie, Jim11 7:L/5-/ I 
JJ.111 . Call (772) 3,t,f-777'1 .. 

For 1111coming nJJJ1ear-
1111ces in St111,rt a11d fort 
l'ien:e, 11isit t'1drWe/Jsitent 
1vww.lrnirpeace.11et . 

l ·i1r i11Jrm11ntio11 11/1011/ 
the J-'lorid11 l·i1/I,; J-'esti11al, go 
l . 0 

www.1lori1lastaleparks.nrg 
/folkfes l. 
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IRCC president 
awarded Business 

Advocate of the Year 

Honored for his vision
·ary leadership and strong 
support of business and 
economic development in 
Martin County, Edwin R. 
Massey, President of Indi
an River Communitv Col
~e, was presented with 
the Business Advocate of 
the Year Award by the Stu -
art/Martin County Cham
ber of Commerce. 

"Stressing the important 
connections between edu
cation and a highly skilled 
workforce, Mr. Massey has 
taken a leadership role in 
providing training and 
business support services 
that directly respond to the 
needs of business and 
industry. We are very 
pleased to recognize his 

C 

many con
tributions 
to business 
and eco
n o m i c 
develop
ment in 
Martin 
County," 
said Joe 
C a t r a m - Massey 
bone, presi-
dent of the Stuart and Mar
tin County Chamber; 

The Business Advocate 
of the Year Award was pre
sented to Mr. Massey at the 
Chamber's Annual Instal
lation Banquet on Sept. 16 
at Mariner Sands Country 

Annual Chamber 
Gala scheduled 

The St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce 
will be hosting its Annual 

Hometown News /(). t, . o 1, 

B 
Gala on Friday, Oct. 20, 
2006 at the PGA Education · 
Center located at 8555 
Commerce Center Dr., St. 
Lucie West, beginning at 6 
p.m. 

A night of dinner and 
dancing spiced up with 
some Latin flair. Cocktail 
hour from 6-7 p.m. Dinner 
begins promptly at 7 p.m., 
with the start of our pro- · 
gram immediately follow
ing. The award ceremony · 
begins at 8 p.m., and live ; 
entertainment will follow. 
The public is invited to 
attend this event. Cost is 
$75 per person. 

For more information, 
call (772) 595-9999. 

Early Leaming Coalition 

Recently the Early 
Learning Coalition of St. 
Lucie County hosted an 

Open House and annual 
meeting celebration. 

The event was well
attended by_ community 
and business leaders. 
Anthony Loupe, the Coali
tion's · chairman of the 
board, acknowledged 
those who contributed 
local match donation 
funds by presenting them 
with a beautiful framed 
drawing done by local 
children. 

Donations received 
totaled $263,022. 

For more information on 
the Coalition's programs, 
call (772) 595-6424. 

Local receives the 
Virginia Moulton 

President's Award 

Bryan Beaty, executive 
assistant to the president 

at Indian 
River Com
munitvCol
l e g e ., 
recently 
received 
the Virginia 
Moulton 
President's 
Award from 
the Treasure ~ 
Coast Chap-
ter . of the Florida Public 
Relations Association. 

The award recognizes 
· leadership, wisdom, and 
guidance, provided to the 
Chapter during the 2005-
2006 year. During this 
time, Mr. Beaty served as 

· communications chair for 
the FPRA Board of Direc
tors and Logistics Coordi
nator for the 2006 FPRA 
media breakfast, as well as 
receiving the Rising Star 
Award last year for his 
strong leadership as a new 

Friday 

member. 
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.Stu~r(/M~rtin-· County Chamber· 
Qf Co111m.erc·e recognlzes an~ 
.honors ·the . c.ontrib,utions , and. 
achievements of its members · 
,:}5L ~ -./O•/, Ov ··. . c;,~5 ~· /Ju.s=>1te~.~··t;,w-".-/ tJd,,.a,?, 

Jean Stricklan.d named Dr." Edwin Massey named 
2006 Business Person :Of 2006 Business Advocate of · 

~ . . 

the Year the. Year 

Jean St11Ckla11d {right) receives a plaque 
recognizihi her as 2006 Business Person 

· • of- the Yeai• from Donna Linton. As 
P.residehta11d Chif;!f Operating omcer of 
Seacoast National Baiik a.net SeniiJI' Vice 
President of . Seacoast Barlking 
Co1poration of .florida, ]ec)n S1Jicklai1d 
has 2fJ yeats. experience iii finantialsetv-

. ices with an extensive background in 

. business \/ending. S/1e has been with 
Seacoast Nation~/ Baijk [or 15 years. 
Most · recently. she served as Regional 
President iii Palin Beach County. She 

II. /ias·a BS. deg1:ee.ii1 Econoniics kom·d1~ . 
University of Illinois.aL Chicago. 

Donna ti~ton with Dr. Ed\1/in Mas~ey ; ' 
the 2006 Business Advocate of lhe Yem: 
D1: Massey has been ~vjtli Ji1dian J?iver 
,Communit}' College sii1ce· 1973 and . 
Preside1it · fdt the past 1 s· years. Under 
his leacll;rship. JR.CC Has expe1ienced 
pheri01i1ena/- growth, both in size and 
scope· bf educational opportunities 
offered. Dr. Massey holds a · PhD. in · 
Zooiogy, . a Masters in · Marine Biology 
fro1.11 the University of Southern 
Mississippi, as well as a Bachelot of
Science from Millsaps College. His post 
graduate ~i101k ih Bvolutio11a1y 
BiochemislJy ~,,as at Dtike University. 

Sonia Snyder named 2006 Ambas.sador of the Year , 
' . ' 

Ponna Linton O?giit) share~ ·u1e excite• 
, ment wiUi 2006. Stuart/Madin Cbu11ty 
Charriber of Commerc.e Airibassadbr of · 
· the Ye!'lr Sonia Snyde1: The Ambassador 
of the Year is seie,cted qaseq: on _the per
son's participation as a, Clianiber 
Ainbassador thro4gl10ut the year. 
Because. of. the enthusiasm of the 
Chamber's AriJbassador Committee, it is 
a.h . especi~lly precious lion or to receive; 
Sonia is Witfi,J.'idelity Bank and Trust. : 
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MASSEY HONORED 
Honored for his visionary 

leadership and strong _support 
of business and economic de- · 
velopment in Martin County,' 
Dr. Edwin R. Massey, president 
of Indian Riv
er Communi
ty College, 
was pres-

. ented with 
the Business 
Advocate of 
the Year 
Award by the 
Stuart/ 
Martin Cow1ty Chamber of 
Commerce. · · 

Since Dr. Massey's appoint
ment as IRCC President in 
1~88, he has guided significant 
expansion of the College's pro
grams and services in Martin 
County. Now serving more 
than 6,000 area residents annu
ally, the College's Chastain 
Campus in Stuart has expand
ed with the Wolf High-Tecl:ino
logy Center, offering the latest . 
in business and technology 
training and housing .the Su- · 
san H. Johnson Auditoriwn, a 
heavily utilized venue for busi
ness conferences and meet
ings. The newly · renovated 
Thomas Career Center focuses 
on workforce preparation. The 
Chastain Can1pus is hoine to 
the Clark Advanced Learning 
Center, a national rriodel high 
school developed with exten- · 
sive business ' 

r----;iiiii .. ~ input, engag- ,., 
ing students 
in job shad
owing and in
ternships 
with ·Martin 
County busi
nesses. On 
the. west side Beaty 
of the cam-
pus, The Morga.de Library is a 
valued · cmrunwtity resource, 
and the Robert Morga.de Ad
ministration and Student Serv
ices Center will open in Janu
ary. 

The Business Advocate of 
the Year Award was,presented 
to Dr. Massey at the Cham
ber's Annual Installation Ban
quet on Sept. 16 at Mariner 
Sands Cow1try Club; 

BEATY RECEIVES AWARD 
Bryan Beaty, executive ·, as

sistant to the president at Indi
. an River Community Co~ 
recently received the Virginia 
Moulton President's Award 
from the Treasure Coast Chap
. ter of tl1e Florida Public Rela- · 
. tions Association: The award 
recognizes leadershlp, wisdom 
and guidai1ce, provided to t11e 
Chapter during the 2005-2006 
year. During tl1is tin1e, Beaty 
served as communications 
chair for the FPRA Board of 
Directors and logistics· coordi
nator for the 2006 FPRA Media 
Brealuast, as well as receiving 
tl1e Rising Star Award last 
year for his strong leadership 
as a new member. 

Beaty · is also a member of 
the Florida Association · of ' 
Community Colleges, the Na
tional Association of Presiden-

, tial Assistants in Higher Edu
cation, the Florida Farm Bu
reau Federation, and treasurer 
of the St. Lucie County Cattle-
men's Association. · 

"Bryan ·Beaty has demoh
strated tireless commitment to 
the College coupled with out
standing effectiveness • with 
state legislative activities. He 

, is very deserving of this recog
nition," said · Dr. Edwin. R. 
Massey, IRCC President. 

The Fort Pierce resident 
holds an associate in arts de
gree from • Indian River Com
munity College, as well as a 
bachelor's degree from the 
University of Florida. 
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MASSEY RECEIVES HONOR 
Honored· for his visionary 

leadership and strong support 
of . business 
and econom
ic develop- . 
ment in Mar
tin County, 
Dr. Edwin R. 
Massey, pres
ident of Indi
an River 
Communify Massey 
College.. was 
pi"esented with the Business 
Advocate of the Year Award 
by the Stuart/Martin Cow1ty 

· Chamber of Commerce. 
Since Dr. Massey's appoint

ment .as IRCC Preside11.t in 
1988, · he has guided signifi- · 
cant expansion of the col
lege's programs and services 
in Mruiin County. Now serv
ing more than 6,000 area resi
dents ammally, the College's 
Chastain Campus in- Stuart 
has . expanded with the Wolf 
High-Technology Center, . of
fering the latest in business 
aii.d teclmology training · a.11d 
housing.• the Susa.11 H. john
son Auditorium, a heavily 
utilized .venue for business 
conferences a.11d meetings. 

The newly renovated 
Thomas ·cai·eer Cen:ter fo- · 
cuses on workforce prepara
tion. The Chastain Cainpus is 
home to the Clru·k Advanced 
Leai;ning Center, a national 
model high school developed 
with. extensive business in-

put, engaging students in job 
shadowing and internships 
with Mru·tin Cotmty business
es. On the west side of the 
campus, the Morgade Librmy 
is a · valued community re
sow-re, a.11d the Robert Mor
ga.de Administration a.11d Stu
dent Services Center will 
open in Jairnru-y. 

Supporting start-up 
high-tech companies, the 
IRCC High-Tech Iricubator in 
Sturut offers affordable space 
a.11d business· and technology 
services, and the college's 
Community ·· a.11d Corporate 
Training Institute assists 
business a.11d industry with 
customized training. 

The Bttsiness Advocate of 
the Yeru· · Awai"d was pres
ented to Dr. Massey at the 
Chamber's Annual Installa
tion . Banquet on Sept. 16 at 
M,ariner Sands Cmmtry Club. 

in Stuart has expanded with. 
the Wolf High-Technology Cen
ter, offering the latest in busi
ness and technology training 
a.11d housing the Susan H. 
Johnson Auditorium, a heav-

;5/itM}-/Ju-J5 -t- P5L. (Vll,IJ_j ily utilized venue for_ business 
IRCC president conferences and meetmgs. 

• d lD · 3 ·o<P The Chastain Cainpus is al-
receives awru; so home to . the Clark Ad-

Edwin R. Massey, president vanced Leru·ning Center, a na
of Indian River Col1111lunity ti.anal model high school devel
~oll~, was presented with oped with extensive business 
tiieBusiness Advocate of the input, engaging students in job 
Yeru· Awru·d by the Stuart-Mar- shadowing and internships 
tin County . Chamber of Com- with Mrutin County business-
merce. 

Sine~ Massey's appointment 
as IRCC president in 1988, he 
has guided significant expa.11-
sion of the college's prograins 
and services in Mru·tin Cow1-
ty. Now serving more than 
6,000 area residents annually, 
the college's Chastain Cainpus 

es .. 
The award was presented to 

Massey at the chainber's annu
al Installation Banquet on 
Sept. 16 at Mariner Sands 

· Country Club. 

From staff reports 
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~ !.~.-;;!Bryan Beaty, executive Jssis~t 
~ !, Jo,. 1:!1~· .. presid~nt at Inc:U;ui River 

~ l C0nimunity '. Gdllege, receij.tly. · re,, i 
f -ceived 'the. Virginia Moulton 'Rresi, 
~--'.de,nt's ~~¥-(froni' -~~\ ~a~ur:~J 
J ·9o~s~09hapter ~f. ~~ flpy ga"~bh!3 j 
•. ·Relations Association. ,- ~~J' ··'· · fi 
L.~ _nf'a.w.rrd 'reY-9~~-1e;4~rgJ;liP; ·' 
'\wisd<[in,._ and guidance; ,• proyided':·tp i 
f t}le ,-_~hap~ei; .d~~g .. the :-· ~~ocxq 
L_year: butirtg this tune, Beaty ·senred: . 
~- as -coin:itmhications , chair '"l br · the ·i . 

l<'PRA boa.id- of -director~' and··10~ 1 

t ,gistics . coordinator for ~~the . 2006' 
l~'FPRA ~Media . Breakfast, a f .weh~ as ~ 
i• receiving .'the Rising Star Award'! 
i :41-s,te;~ ar; fqflhis stro~~~~!i~~~~ as .! 
'· a ·new.member ·· . • ,- • · ,., ,- • ! l .. "';-:. - , . . . .;::.. - - - · J 
t:•/ ~ ~~d,clition .-to ~ ·dutiesj J.S _ex9:_e- j 
r utiV~-J lSSistap.t tO'. li!e . IR_€_C ·pr,es- '. 

j tlenk :Beaty Gpordinates legis)ative J 
i activities·· for, the college and· works l 
::~\vmi -1tate legislators to .create and i 

. t•· enhance , policies . to . strengthen l 
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Excellence in PR recognized 
Staff report 

PORT ST. LUCIE - The Trea
sure Coast Chapter of the Flor
ida Pnblic Relations Associa
tion recently honored public 
relations members. Those 
presented with an award by 
outgoing President Susan Nau
gle of the Executive Women's 
Golf Association were: 

• Bryan Beaty oflndian Riv
er • Community ·. College re
ceived the Virginia Moulton 
President's Award for assist- . 
ing · with the · 2006 Treasure 
Coast Media 'Breakfast and 

Professional Development Day, 
and also for facilitating a move 

· to .the Indian River Communi
ty College Schreiber Confer
ence Center for monthly meet
ings. 

• Laura Kelley, Indian River 
Community College. and Judy 
Cruz, Molly's House, were 
botl1 named 'Member of the 
Year for their efforts to plan 
and coordinate the Treasure 
Coast Media Breakfast and 
Professional Development Day 
for the chapter. 

• Beverly Bevis Jones, 

BBJones Communications, re
ceived the Innovator's Award 
for updating fue organizations 
financial records. 

• Je1mifer Trefelner, John 
Carroll High School, was given 
the Rising Star Award, for her 
efforts to schedule and coordi
nate the monthly luncheon 
programs and raising the cali-

. ber of tl1e presentations. 
. • Millie Wood-Goldsby . re

ceived the Community Service 
Award for her voltmteer and 
fw1draising efforts for groups· · 
such as Leave A Legacy and 
National Philanthropy Day. 
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NEWS MAKERS 

Doris Givens Gall Mee 

Duris Pichon Gh'ens is now provost al the 
Com pion Center at El Camino College (Cali
fornia). Givens recently served as interim 
president of West Los Angeles College. 

Gail Mee is now president of Henry 
Ford Community College (Michigan). 
Mee formerly served as vice president of 
academic affairs at Mesa Community Col
lege (Arizona). 

Henri Sue Bynum 

Ray Korpi 

Irina Del Genlo Stacey Heckel 

Tom Pack Leslie Smith 

David Wildes Larry Yok 

Anthony Mansueto Joseph Marron 

Mary Stahley John al-Amin 

James Bennett was named vice president 
for equity and pluralism at Bellevue Com
munity College (Washington). 

Henri Sue Bynum was appointed vice 
president of academic affairs at Indian River 
Community College (Florida). 

Salvador Castillo is now director of 
institutional research and planning at Allan 

Donna Jennings Hancock College (California). 
Irina Del Genio is now associate dean of 

liberal, visual and performing arts at Elgin 
Community College (Illinois). 

Robert Elsass Jr. was named campus 
administrator at the Historic Triangle 
campus of Thomas Nelson Community 
College (Virginia). · 

Stacey Sickels Heckel is now director of 
development and executive director of the 
Anne Arundel Community College Founda-

Mary Stueve tion. (Marylandf · 

Barbara Coan 

Henri Mtgata 

Kristine Duffy 

Donna Jennings w:1s appoinlcd director 
of the School of Justice at the North campus 
of Miami Dade College (Florida). 

Ray Korpi was named dean of basic 
education, English, communications and hu
manities at Clark College (Washington). 

Victoria Monaghan was appointed direc
tor of college relations and publications at 
Burlington County College (New Jersey). 

Tum Pack was named emergency pre
paredness director at Owens Community 
College (Ohio). 

Leslie Smith is now associate vice chan
cellor for governmental relations at City 
College of San Francisco (California). 

Ma-ry Stahley was named dean of col
lege-wide learning resources at Brevard 

' Community College (Florida). 
l\-lary Stucl'C was named assistant dean 

of student learning at the Fairbanks Center 
of Cy-Fair College (Texas). 

David Wildes was named director of 
facilities planning and maintenance at 
Manatee Community College (Florida). 

Larry Yok is now vice president for ad
ministration at Highline Community College 
(Washington). 

At Colliri County Community College 
(Texas), llarbara Coan is now dean of aca
demic affairs at the Preston Ridge campus 
and Anthony Mansucto is dean of com
munications and humanities. 

At Cuyamaca College (California), , 
Joseph Marron is now vice president of 
student development and services and Henri 
Migala was named executive dean of insti
tutional advancement. 

At Grossmont College (California), John 
al-Amin was named vice president of ad
ministrative services and Temma Kadhim ~ 
al-Mukhtar was named associate dean of 
health professions programs. 

At Onondaga Community College (New 
York), Kristine Duffy is now associate vice 
president of enrollment management and Kevin • 
Webb was nmned exccuti,,e director for the Cen
ter for Continuous Improvement Strategies. 

At Pima Community College (Arizona), 
Thomas Tomasky was appointed senior as
sistant to the chancellor and William Ward II 
is now assistant vice chancellor for facilities. 

At Roane State Community College (Ten-• 
nessee), Teresa Duncan is now vice presi
dent for continuing education and workforce 
development and Danny Gibbs was named 
vice president for financial services. 
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From the President's ·desk . .. 
· C Ornl'r-t:5.:5 - /.3.tl.~/'n~s:S Ji,wn:.I Dc.,/-;,:,~e.,200~ 

by: Joe Catrambone, -rJ,~ 5/Jt.44( "1 C Chttm~,- ~/:,. Un..lher~ c . 

President, Stuart/Martin County Chamber of Commerce 

It just 
gets better 
every year! 
The Cham
ber's 2006 
Installation 
Gala, held at 

' Mariner 
Sands · Golf 
and · Coun
try Club, 
featured all 
the "right 
stuff:" good 

, people, good food, a good ptogram, 
and a good time. Our 2005/2006 Chair
person Donna Linton shared the 
evei1ing's MC duties with me. It's 
always a delight to share a dais with 
Donna. · 

,IRCC's Dr. Edward . R Masse~ 
installed the 2006/2007 officers and 
directors. Past Chair (as of that 
moment) Donna Linton of Sterling 
Mortgage Services of the Treasure 
Coast; welcomed incoming 
Chairpers011, John Yardley of Massey
Yardley Chrysler Dodge · the other 
2006/2007 Officers and Directors: Vice 
Chairman-Elect Elliott Paul, Elliot Paul 

, & Company; Vice Chairman, Jody 
Bond, Just Gold Jewelers; Directors 
Melissa Corbett, Engineering & Water 
Resources, Inc.; Michael Dadko, UBS 
Financial Financial . Services, Inc.; 
David Deakins, Deakins-Carroll 
Insurance Agency; Renee Doss, Renar 
Homes; Phil Faherty, Stuart I3u$iness 
Systems; John Gonzalez, Hartman Real 
Estate, Inc.; Sherry Guffini Martin 
Memorial Health Systems; Michael 
Houston, Houston Cuozzo Group, 

Inc.; Barbara . Kauffman, Council · on 
Agi,ng of M~rtin County;_ P~ter Kemp, 
Hus tons Office Supplies & 
Commercial Interiors; Cathy 
McKenzie, BellSouth; Ken Norman, 
McCarthy, ·_sununers, Bobko, Wood, ' 
Sawyer & Perry, P.A.; Gordon Proctor, 
Proctor, Crook & Crowder, P.A; Patty 
Smail, Shelter' Structures, Inc.; Louis J. 
Surette, TurboCombustor Technology, 
Inc.; Tom Wilkinson, First National 
Bank & Trust Co.; Thomas Vokoun, 
LBFH,Inc.; Ex Officios Jose Farinos, 
Indian Rive~ Community College; Sue 
Hershey, Martin County School Board; 
Doug Smith, County Commissioner; 
Dan Hudson, Stuart City Manager. 

. Out goii1g chamber board mem
bers Joann Zarro,, Sterling Mortgage 
Services of the Treasure Coast and 
Mahen Sanghrajka; Big Five Tours and 
Expeditions, Inc. served long and loy
ally. 

It's often forgotten that these 
Chamber Officers and Directors serve 
their Chamber and' community as vo\
unteers. For that,we can never thank 
them sufficiently. 

The Swart/Martin County Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors 2006/2007 . 



Communities to be 'linked' by fourth annual Linc-Fest 
· Sfuo<t N,t,W...s Io· 18. Dfo 

. · . . . , . , which is sponsoring the event and tire community together, and that's 
New events include crowning Mr. and Mrs. Linc-Fest and a partnering with the Fort Pierce Po- what we're hoping to do," she said. 

hip-hop car show, featuring 'tricked~out' cars . lice Department and the st. Lucie Since its inception, about 200 peo-
County Sheriffs Office. ple have consistently attended the fes-

BY ALEXI HOWK 
alexi.howk@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Calls from as far 
away as Orlando, West Palm Beach 
and Tampa have been trickling in 

What: Linc-Fest. 
Where: 13th Street and Avenue D: 
When: 3·t_o 8 p.m., Saturday. 

. Entertainment: Performances by the Ave
nue D Boys.Choir and live band Total Control of 
West Palm Beach from 4 to 7 p;m.; Caribbean 
music from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. and hip-hop music 
from 3 to 4 p:m. on stage; face painting; story 
time with free books given out to children; tal
ent show; Hilla· Hoop contest; prizes; free mani~ 
cures; and Lincoln Park Business Association 
Farmer's Market (event-goers may bring a varh 
ety ofgoods to ·sell). · . . . · 
Food and vendors: Barbecue ribs, fish, hot 
dogs, snow cones, .cotton candy, Jamaican_ and 
Bahamian food, clothing and jewelry booths. 
Trolley service:Free service to the festival 
by trolley. Tune into WFLM 104,7 FM and WJFP 
91.9 FM. for details on trolley stops. Route was 
not available. : 

G 

"I don't knov.r how she knew, but tival. With new twists added this 
about Saturday's fourth annual Linc- we had a lady call on Sunday from · year, Harris is hoping to draw the en-
Fest. Orlando, and she asked if she could tire population of St. Lucie County. 

That's a good sign, said Peggy 
Harris, event chairwoman for the 
Lincoln Park Business Association, 

come over and participate and we 
told her, 'with open arms.' 

LINC-FEST 
FROM PAGE B7 

the festival after downtown's Friday 
Fest with an afternoon/ evening time
frame. The festival, which will be at 
13th Street and Avenue D, is from 3 
to 8p.m. 

New to the lineup this year is the 
crowning of "Mr. and Ivlrs. Linc
Fest." Harris said the king and 

. queen would ride atop a car during 
a parade led by Lincoln Park Acade
my. Harris · contacted Reginald 
Floyd, director of the Upward Bound 
program at Indian River Communi
tv Colle_ge. for a nomination. 

Floyd chose Travis Wimes, a jun-

CJ 

"Linc-Fest is about linking the en-

ior at Fort Pierce Westwood High 
School and Chelsea Andrade, a sen
ior at Lincoln Park Academy, as the 
king and queen. 

The two have been in Floyd's pro
gram for three years. The Upward 
Bound program is a federally funded · 
pre-college program for high school 
students. With currently 60 students 
in the program, it helps prepare 
them for college. 

Floyd said he nominated Andrade 
and Wimes because they are ex
tremely active in the program and 
are wonderful students. 

"Once you meet Chelsea, she just 
bubbles over and exudes energy and 
is very positive," Floyd said. "Travis 
is a lot of fun and is just a great 
kid." . 

For one, organizers are patterning 

See LINC-FEST, page BB 

Also new to the event will be a 
hip-hop car show featuring "tricked 
out" vehicles of all types with fancy 
rims, hydraulics and other unusual 
gadgets. 

"I call them hip-hop cars because 
they dance," Harris said. 

Lincoln Park Main Street, along 
with Mayor Bob Benton, will con
duct a ribbon-cutting for the grand 
opening of the Buffalo Soldier Island 
Restaurant on Avenue D. The res
taurant is being featured by Lincoln 
Park Main Street for its revitaliza
tion efforts. 

Among other features will be a 
live band, talent show, children's 
bounce house, a Hula Hoop contest, 
face painting, story time and more. 



0 

Friday, October 13, 2006 

N&t 
~~~!,-.Ji l".:.7 • . . 

h ,-1trr.'J t4 ,!·•··:,1 . r 
I 

www.HometownNewsOL.com 

Found the infamous 
needle in the haystack. 
2006 Leadership partici
pants on an outing at M. A. 
Ford. Pictured left to right: 
Jim Keenan, Seacoast 
National Bank, Ginny 
Cannon, Felten and 
Associates, Julia Keenan, 
Samaritan Center and 
Katie Nall, Indian River 
Community College 

Photo courtesy of 
Chamber of Commerce 

Leadership applications being accepted 
FOR HOMETOWN NEWS 

/19 7 3-,; <,. 
I 

VERO BEACH -The 
Indian River County 
Chamber of Commerce is 
currently accepting 
applications for Leadership 
Indian River County 2007 
seeking individuals who 
are interested in fostering 
their leadership for the 
long-term benefit of the 
community. The purpose 
of Leadership Indian River 
County is to identify 
potential leaders to assume 
roles of leadership in our 
community; to train 
emerging leaders in 
leadership skills; to broad
en the understanding of 
potential leaders in the 
various governmental, 
educational, societal, 
technological and econom
ical forces which impact 
our County, and the State 
of Florida. 

A class of22 participants 
will be selected on the basis 
of demonstrated leader
ship ability, as well as 
evidence of community 
interest and commitment. 

Beginning with an 
orientation on Jan. 11, 2007 
and ending with gradua
tion on June 26, 2007, the 
six-session monthly 
training program will bring 
together a cross-section of 
the county, representing 
our social, economic and 

geographic diverse popula
tion for a hands-on, multi
disciplinmy study of our 
community. 

Participants will gain an 
introduction to the infra
structure, natural resources 
and current political issues 
oflndian River County and 
an w1derstanding ofwlwt 
constitutes leadership. The 
program is based on a 
model utilized across the 
nation that incorporates 
nourishing a:nd developing 
community leaders: 
building community . 
knowledge, developing 
leadership skiIIs, and 
gaining an u_nderstanding 
of community stewardship. 
It wiJI prepare participants 
for more active involve
ment in public and private 

·. sectors and civic responsi
bility creating ;i better 
informed and vigorous 
leadership with a greate( 
understanding of county 
needs- now and in the 
future. 

A few of the recent 
graduates of Leadership 
2006 included Gerri P. 
McPherson, vice president 
Florida Atlantic University, 
Treasure Coast Campus 
who was recently chosen to 
attend tl1is year's state of 
Florida Leadership class, 
ThomasW. Tierney, part
ner, Rossway Moore & 
Taylor, Jean V. Staniewicz, 

executive vice president 
and chief operating officer, 
Felten & Associates, 
Michelle Herbold, cam
paign director, United Way 
of Indian River County, 
James M. Keenan, vice 
president private banking 
manager, First National 
Bank and Trust Company, 
and Robert "Bob" D. Neel, 
administrato·r ofThe 
Community Church ofVero 
Beach. 

Tuition for tl1e program is 
$750 per person for Cham
ber members and $850 per 
person for non-members. 
The program participants 
will have numerous 
opportunities to interact 
and dialogue with estab
lished community leader
ship. Applications must be 
received by Nov. 3, and are 
available on-line at the 
www.indianrivercl1a111ber.c 
om. Selected 2007 appli
cants will be notified by 
Nov. 22. 

"The quality of leader
ship in any community is 
not to be taken for grant
ed," said Chamber execu
tive director Penny Chan
dler. "New leaders must be 
trained, educated and 
informed." She said. 
Leadership Indian River 
County is a concentrated 
training program expressly 
designed to develop tl1e 
leadership potential 

existing in Indian River 
County. Under the auspices 
of the Chamber of Com
merce, the Leadership 
Indian River County 
program is a commitment 
to our future and the 
leadership that will be 
needed to meet the 
demands of tomorrow for 
Indian River County," She 
added. 

For additional informa
tion contact Beverly Keehn
e,; Indian River County 
Chamber of Commerce 
(772) 567-3491 ext.116. 
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Fort Pierce Exchange Club /6-/~~ 

' yhuck Kitzmiller, Larry Clancy and Ray lsenburg 

~5 years and still going strong 
Among the · many things the Fort 

J;>ierce Exchange Club has to celebrate 
during its 25th year is the fact that 
three original members are still a part 
of this group of movers and shalcers. 
: Following the recent 1964-The Trib
ute concert, Larry Clancy, president of 
the club and St. Lucie County's assist-

· ant tax collector, presented apprecia- . 
tion plaques to Chuck Kitzmiller of .!ll; 
dian River Cmrummitv College, this 
year's Chili Cookoff chair, and Ray 
Isenburg - two of the originators of the 
club, the chili cookolI and the Exchange 
Club CASTLE. . . 
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ONE 
Exchange Club CASTLE S 10,000 

. '7c4't'• '7~u.,.a,;,d a.ee-:l "~, .. 

' 
Anthony Westbury, Sher_ri Propls, phuck Kitzmiller and Laura Lucas 

Scripps donates to Chili Cool<off 
Anthony Westbm·y, associate editor, 

Sherri Propis, advertising manager, 
and LalU'a Lucas (right), marketing 
manager, present a check for $10,000 to 
Chuck Kitzmiller. chair of the· 25th an
nual Fort Pierce Exchange Club Chili 

Cookoff. The grant was provided to the 
Exchange Club through the E.W. 
Scripps Howard Foundation. 

More than $219,000 was raised at the 
Fort Pierce Exchange Club's 25th An
nual Chili Cookoff. 



Enjoy your fill of chili and help fight chiJ-f!.':.\~~ 
Hot, hot, hot. · 
That pretty much describes both 

the chili and the fundraising track re
cord of the Fort Pierce Exchange 
Club. 

They'll be heating things up again 
at the 25th Annual Chili Cookoff this 
Friday and Saturday at the St. Lucie 
County Fairgrounds. 

The annual pairing of chili and 
charity attracts around 15,000 people 
every year, according to this year's 
chairman, Chuck Kitzmiller of Indian 
River Community College. Since 
their first event in 1982, the club has 
raised more than $1.7 million for the 
CASTLE to fight child abuse on the 
Treasure Coast and Okeechobee 
County. 

It's an event that seems to have all 

C 

' ~, ,, ~- -::,~· hats, Chuck and friends found they strategy so simple, it's .a thing of 

1... . tit,. ANTHONY were members of the International beauty. 
!~-, · i WESTBURY Chili Society. Light bulbs went off. · Throw 30-odd teams of business 
·· - ·' 'COLUMNIST They dug in their pockets to scrape volunteers into the pot, spice them up 

the right ingredients: fun, enthusias
tic teams from local businesses, and 
plenty of cold, hard cash at the end of 
it all. You might think the 35- strong 
Exchange Clul;> is full of fundraising 
geniuses, but you'd be wrong, Kitz
miller assured me. 

"All our best ideas were accidents," 
he cheerfully admits. 

Like when Kitzmiller and two col
leagues were in the lounge of a Holi
day Inn in Tampa in 1982. Intrigued 
by a happy group partying in silly 

up the cash for the society's first-ever with handfuls of challenges and a 
franchise, and a St. Lucie County tra- dash of friendly threats, sit back for a 
dition was born. day and a half, and watch the mix

The first cookoff was conducted in turn sizzle and the money pour in. 
July on the baking asphalt of the Hol- .Last year, the two-day event gross
iday Inn by the Turnpike in Fort ed $179,000 to benefit the CASTLE or
Pierce. ganization. This year, Kitzmiller's 

The group also obtained a grant to aiming for $250,000. 
establish · Florida's first CASTLE or- "It's amazing what people will do 
ganization to combat child abuse. But for a trophy," Kitzmiller noted. 
they realized, Kitzmiller · said, the This year, there's the hair thing. 
grant was good only for one year. County Commissioner Chris Craft 
They'd need to raise funds every year and Clerk of the Courts Ed Fry are 
to keep it going, so the cookoff be- going head to head to raise the most 
came an institution. money. The loser's head gets shaved 

The chili cookoff has a fundraising on stage Saturday .afternoon. If coun-

u 

IFYOU GO 

Fort Pierce Exchange Club's 25th An
nual Chili Cookoff, St. Lucie County 
fairgrounds, Okeechobee Road, Fort 
Pierce. 
Friday, 6 to 10 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. 
For more information, call (772) 
465-6011 or visit exchangeclubchilicoo
koff.org. 

ty staffers total more than $50,000, 
County Administrator Doug An~er
son's head will also take on a new 
shine. 

Absolutely brilliant! 

Associate Editor Anthony Westbury may be 
reached at (72) 409-1320, or at anthony.west
bury@scripps.com. Catch his take on local 
news Mondays at 9 a.m. on WIRA 1400 Aivl. 



HIGH NOTES 

Chili Cook-Off:.a. labor:o.l. love for: Port-St--. Lucie volunteer 
By WENDY DWYER 
Special to Notables 

Having lunch with 
Ralt Isenburg and his 
coeagues at the Fort 
Pierce Exchange Club 
makes for one wild time. 

The jokes and asides fly 
by so fast, it makes your · 
head spin, and taking a 
sip of your iced tea usually 
signals someone to say 
something that will make 
you laugh when you should 
be swallowing, instead. 

G 

But that's whatthe Fort 
. Pierce E'xchange Club is 
all about -'-- that, and a 
Chili Cook-Off that has 
raised nearly $2 million to 
help prevent child abuse. 
· Isenburg has been part 
of the Exchange Club 
and Chili Cook-Off since 

· the· event's beginnings 25 
. years ago. What started as 

a crazy idea from a group 
of men has turned into 
the biggest fundraiser in 
St. Lucie County. Even 
when the event's location 

changed (it's now held . 
at the St. Lucie County 
Fairgrounds) ,.it continued 
to grow. 

Isenburg, a Port St. 
Lucie resident, is part of 
the reason for the event's 
success and popularity. 

"Every year, we have a 
. theme and a parade, and a 
whole lot of fun," Isenburg 
said: · 

This year's theme 
was "Silver Celebration 
of Chili." Funds raised 
go the Exchange Club 

CASTLE (Child Abuse 
Services, Training and 
Life Enrichment) , a center 
devoted to the prevention 
of child abuse. 

An addition to this year's · 
event, a concert was held 
on Oct. 7 to help warm 
up the crowd ahead of'the 
cook-off, held on Oct 14 . 
"1964, a Beatles Tribute 
Show," was held at Fort 
Pierce's historic Sunrise 
Theatre. 

But for Isenburg, the 
event means much more 

u 

FORT l!IERCE EXCHANGE ClUB· 

than a great party and 
good time. 

. "The event serves as 
a major supporter of the 
Exchange Club CASTLE," 
he said. "The cook-off may 
be viewed as a fun event, 
and we sincerely hope 
that everyone who partic-

ipates has a wondedul 
experience; however, the 
real benefits associated 
with the cook-off focus on 
the revenue generated and 
directed to the CASTLE to 
address the many complex 
issues associated with 
child abuse .. " 
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CASTLE Child Abuse Prevention Programs presents-, 

Second Annual Race for the Crown 

Sec.end Annual Race fcir the Crown committee members Linda Chastain, Chickie :. · 
Clev_eland, Jennifer Moncrief, Ginny Hooks, Kristi Scottaline and Doug Barrie. · · 

-:~ . 

The Purpose 
Thanks to .Ray Isenburg, Chuck Kltzmiller, Richard Straszewski, Michael

Dashosh and others in a group of local busmessmen in 1981, the Exchange Club 
CASTLE was started and still exists today, celebrating its 25th anniversary. After 
reading a story in a 1980 issue of "Family Circle" magazine, those businessmen""' 
saw the need for an agency that would help improve the quality of family life by 
preventing child abuse and neglect. From that, the Exchange Club Center for the 
Prevention of Child Abuse was born, changing its name to CASTLE in 1993. The 
public is invited to come out and join CASTLE in its run/walk, as an effort to 
raise awareness and funds to support the programs that have assisted hundreds 
of families each year, for 25 years. 

The People 
· Along with CASTLE staff, committee members include: Rosalie Shapiro, . 

Chickie Cleveland, Jennifer Moncrief, Ginny Hooks, Linda Chastain, Rob · 
Schweiger and members of the Sailfish Striders. Generous sponsors include: Gil
more Chiropractic, Karen's Hairlines, Nelson Family Farms, Seacoast National 
Bank and Bill Knight Insurance. 

The Party _ 
CASTLE's 2nd Annual Race for the Crown begins at 8 a.m. Oct. 14, ·at the St. 

Lucie County Fairgrounds. The runners will take the lead and then the walke~ 
. will line up and follow the 5K track (equaling 3.1 miles). The first 100 runners wiff-· 

receive a. T-shirt and walkers will be able to take. home · goodie bags. A lighF 
breakfast will be available after the race and there will be an awards ceremony : 
for the runners. To add to the excitement this year, children will be competing 
against-each other to see who can bring in the most pledges -=- kids walking for 
kids! On the day of the race, the first two children to cross the fmish line will re
ceive a crown. A minimum donation of $15 is required to be a runner or walker 
and children can walk with any pledge per child. For additional information, ·call 
Kristi (772) 465-6011, ext. 36, or email her at kscottaline@exchangecastle.org. · 

G 0 
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'f~e ~.nitnitable Jane Rowley .. 
the Queen of Port St. l.,ude 

There are few people in Port St. Lucie who do not 
know the name Jane Rowley very well and those of 
us who know her personally know that her character 
is larger than life. Once a City Council member, the 
Exalted Queen Mom of the Red Hat Society. Board 
Chair of a multitude of charities, Past President of the 
Chamber of Commerce, business owner - the list is 
endless with the accomplishments of this lady and 
her contributions to communities throughout St. 
Lucie County. Jane Rowley is without doubt. the 
"Queen of Port St. Lucie" and the Director of 
Community Relations for Core Communities for the 
Town of Tradition. 

Jane and her husband. Gene. packed up their 
three children and moved to Port St. Lucie 29 years 
ago. Gene retired as a fire lieutenant for the NYFD. 
They immediately fell in love with Port St. Lucie. "We 
were here 5 days and had 
already rented a store and 
enrolled the kids in school. flew 
back home, gave our house to 
our attorney and said sel l. we're 
moving to Florida," says Rowley. 

In 1978. there were only 
9,000 residents in Port St. 
Lucie: today there are well over 
100.000. "At that time, I would 
go to the grocery store and my 
husband would complain that it 
took me so long. But it was easy 
to very quickly know everybody 
in Port St. Lucie. It took time to 
shop because you had to talk to 
so many people. Today, I go 
grocery shopping and may not 
see a single person I know. It 
has grown tremendously." 

The Rowleys operated a florist for over 21 years in 
Port St. Lucie. "Retail was tough and Pete Hegener, 
President of St. Lucie West Development 
Corporation. called and asked if I would come on 
board with them and do some community relations. 
was thrilled. I had just lost the election. so I picked up 
my marbles and went to play in another sand pit. 
Going to work for Pete Hegener and that group is the 
best thing that ever happened to me. They are honest. 
wonderful people." 

According to Rowley. we are facing the beginning 
.of the new Port St. Lucie. "It has been hard to make a 
Downtown in Port St. Lucie because it wasn't 
structured that way. Today what we see happening is 
that when Port St. Lucie is ultimately built out. we will 
see three or four downtown urban districts. You will 

see a wonderful. vibrant community in St. Lucie West 
and also in the new booming Becker Road area. 
Tradition and the new City Center in Port St. Lucie." 

Core Communities is the parent company of St. 
Lucie West Development and the Town of Tradition. 
Contemporary urban development is following the 
very template that the National Trust established in 
the 80s for the National Main Street Center in 
response to devastating urban sprawl. Tradition is the 
very model of new urbanism and for what the 
National Main Street Center says a community 
shou ld be. In the urban district. it should have retail 
011 the ground level. professional office on the second 
and possible third levels and also have residential on 
the upper levels creating and 24-hour community. 

At 66. Jane Rowley likes to keep active and she 
does it in grand style. She recently bought herself a 

"cherry red" Corvette to drive to her Red Hat Society 
meetings. Her community involvement is amazing: 
~oard of Trustees appointed by lhe Governor: 
Governing Board of the St. Lucie Medical Center; 
Former Board and Chair of the Board for Hospice; 
Board of Director of the CASTLE. 

The Fall Festival is a big event each year for 
Rowley. "The week of Halloween is a partnership 
between the Lion's Club and United Way of St. Lucie 
County. Sam's C lub is very generous in giving us 
candy to give away. With Jack Kelly and Tanya May 
with 'the City of Port St. Lucie, we wanted to do 
something that involved the whole community. It is 
great family fun al Tradition Field. In 2005, we gave 
$47,000 to charitable organizations. The people of St. 
Lucie County are the most giving people I have ever 
seen. If they don't have money to give, they give of 
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their time to volunteer. It's amazing." 
Rowley is also involved in the development of new Downtown 

Port St. Lucie. "As a City, we have never had a sense of being 
whole. The City Council, the Mayor and the new CRA Director 
have done a wonderful job with the new City Center at Walton 
Road and the east side of U.S. 1 all the way down to Port St. Lucie 
Blvd. There you will find a community center, shopping, offices. 
residences, dining and entertainment. It will be a destination. 

"Years ago, it was not uncommon to find business owners who 
raised their families in apartments above their businesses. People 
want to live work and play in their own neighborhood. A downtown 
urban district should be a place where there is entertainment, 
dining and culture within walking distance or very short drive from 
your home. 

"Fort Pierce's revitalization success was the birth of new 
urbanism that is taking place all over St. Lucie County. They did it 
first and the rest of us are now taking action with new urban 
development as well as urban revitalization . Look at what is taking 
place in Lincoln Park now with their new Main Street program. 

"Port St. Lucie. of course. is my first love. but I have to tell you, I 
love shopping downtown Fort Pierce especially at Beads and 
Baubles. There are so many great shops. galleries and restaurants 
down there. I just love Fort Pierce." 

Rowley is the Exalted Queen Mom of the Red Hat Society. 
which is actually an organization that is registered w ith the State 
of Florida as the 'Trashy Old Broads of the Treasure Coast." She 
explains. "This is a group of women over the age of 50 who 
decided that we are not going to just sit on the stoop and do 
nothing. Once a month we go out together and have dinner with a 
couple of glasses of wine. we laugh. tell jokes. do silly things and 
do absolutely no good for anybody or anything. 

"Most of the girls involved with us are some of the biggest fund 
raisers in the County and are all out in the community raising 
money for worthy organizations. We just wanted a night to go out 
and have fun and let that be our only purpose. We wear purple 
dresses with red hats and we just have a wonderful time -you 
can't ask for a trashier bunch. And of course, my hat is the most 
beautiful of them all. It has a white bird and lots of netting - it's 
magnificent." 

Rowley is well known for her outrageous costumes. During the 
Holidays, you may catch her at an event dressed as Mrs. Claus or 
maybe even as a Christmas tree or a lion, a clown or gorilla. For 12 
years. she has appeared as Mrs. Claus with Santa at the City's 
Christmas Celebration. "I now have a new costume. Pete Hegener. 
our President. had these beautiful tulip dresses with umbrellas 
made for us and sometimes I just put it on and stroll around the 
Town of Tradition." 

Habitat for Humanity is also very important to Rowley. She is on 
the nominating committee to get some great people and 
businesses involved, like Tradition is. "Our company wants to help 
as much as we can because they do such wonderful things by 
helping people become home owners." 

Rowley is a part of the very foundation of the St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce serving as President in 1990 before the 
merger of the two chambers. "I think every business owner should 
be a member of the Chamber of Commerce so they can take 
advantage of all the benefits of the many networking events - the 
one-to-one marketing that is so valuable - and the educational 

opportunities. It is the best thing a small business can do for itself. 
It can certainly help you keep your advertising budget under 
control because talking directly with your customers is the 
absolute best form of marketing." 

Her knowledge about St. Lucie County from agriculture to 
business. education. research, and politics is amazing. This lady is 
totally plugged in. She was on the City Council and when asked 
about the possibility of running for office again. she responds, "I 
get more done from the outside. When you get elected you have 
so many constraints placed on you . Now I enjoy just calling up 
somebody and saying ·we need to sit down and chat. I need some 
information.' When you are an elected official. with government in 
the sunshine laws and other barriers. you have a very difficult lime 
getting anything done." 

While Jane Rowley is all over the County, the Town of Tradition 
is her strongest passion. "Lots of new traditions at the Town of 
Tradition. It is a place for all of St. Lucie County and the Treasure 
Coast to come visit. shop, dine and play. You don't have to live 
here to enjoy all the events like West Fest on the third Friday of 
the Month, January through May and then September through 
December. West Fest has featured some very noted groups like 
the Lovin' Spoonful, Eddie Money and the Miami Dolphins Pep 
Squad. We want everybody to come out and enjoy the live band 
and the food. the other vendors and activities for the childrei1 like 
the bounce house and climbing wall." 

The concept for Tradition started about five years ago. "The 
company wanted the people to have a feeling of ownership in a 
small community with a southern feeling like Savanm1h, Georgia. 
When I drive into Tradition, I am very proud of what we have done. 
I feel like I have just driven into a quaint little town with a feeling of 
relaxation and a clean community with pristine waterways and 
award-winning lush landscapes in parks and playground. It is a 
well-planned community. Downtown stores are unique in design 
with different colors like yellow. burnt oranges and greens against 
the white and brick architecture that is very pleasing to the eye. 

"Tradition Hall is an icon of the community and while it looks 
like a church, it is not. It is a meeting hall which is used for not only 
Tradition events. but also charitable organizations are welcome to 
use it for their parties and fund raising events. We needed another 
venue in St. Lucie County for charitable events." 

The Hall is 10,000 square feet and will seat 600-theatre style 
and about 250 for a dinner event. It has a nice catering kitchen and 
huge bathrooms. "There are no waiting lines for the ladies' 
restrooms at Tradition hall. The men of the world never seem to 
have a problem with that. but we ladies always have to wait. I 
guess because we seem to do it packs. It's a social event for 
ladies." 

To know Jane Rowley is to love her and to be in awe of her. 
With a heart the size of Texas, she literally MAKES things happen 
in St. Lucie County and can be a force to be reckoned with - she is 
indeed a "Power Broker" for all of St. Lucie County. The TIMES 
salutes you . Jane - You are a true contemporary pioneer bl,1zi11g ,1 
mighty trail for which we are most grateful. 

17 
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Heathcote Botanical Gardens presents 
Heathcote "au Naturel" 

A Celebrity Art Auction and Dinner 

;: nii~~i,,:I 
"au Nature!" committee members (front) Cris Adams, Doug Warns, 
Dani Dreizehnter and Mitch Kloorfain; (back) Madeleine Warns, Jill 
Olen and Wendy Dwyer with artist Marilee Lee's depiction of St. Lucie 
Tire & Battery's Joey Miller. (Right) Cris Adams. 

G 

The Purpose 
. Heathcote "au Naturel" is an evening focusing on the "bare essentials" - fund

raising arid awareness building for St Lucie County's only botanical garden. It's a 
. simple goal, with a very unique twist. 

0 

The People 
There are two sets of individuals involved with this unique first-ever event on 

the Treasure Coast. First, there are the models, also known as the "dirty dozen." 
These are the celebrities who have decid~d to bare it all m support of Heathcote: 
Fort Pierce Mayor Bob Benton, Riverside National Bank president Pat Alley, 
Scripps' newspapers own dynamic duo, Anthony Westbury and Michael Goforth, 
rancher Bud Adams, business owner Joey Miller, CRA director John Ward, CORE 
Communities' Jane Rowley, Public Defender Diamond Litty, Heathcote · board 
president Cris Adams and realtor Sharon Kelly Brown. 

The artists creating the masterpieces are equally luminous. They include: Anita 
Prentice, R.L. Davenport, Judith Jamieson Burgarella, Lori McNamara; Aida Fry, 
Ginny Piech Street, Marilee Lee, Dan Mallardi, Marie Cardany, Trampas Stewart, 
Norma Desantis and Mitch Kloorfain. 

The Party 
Along with the art auction, Heathcote's ''au Naturel" will feature 

cocktails and hors d'oeuvres, a scrumptious dinner, live and silent 
auctions, music, dancing and prizes. You'll be able to bid on items in
cluding cruises, specialty events at Heathcote Botanical Gardens and 
extraordinary one-of-a-kind pieces of art from local artists. Following 
the event, a calendar of all 12 artworks, including behind-the-scenes 
photos and stories of their creations, will be available for purchase 
through Heathcote's on-site gift shop and other local outlets. The cal
endar will make a perfect holiday gift for friends, relatives and busi
ness associates. Tickets for the Oct. 21 "au Naturel" Celebrity Art Auc
tion and Dinner must be purchased prior to the event and are 
available by calling (772) 464-4672. 
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Terri Larrivee of the Council on Aging of St. Lucie, Robbi Giacome of the St. Lucie 
County Chamber of Commerce Leadership and Marsha Thompson of Indian River 
Community College lead the charge for gathering female construction volunteers. 

Calling all construction divas 
Looking for a way to crack through 

your "i·enovation" frustrations? Got the 
construction bug? Always wanted . to 
prove to someone that you "can do it?" 
Now's you chance to picli: up that ham
mer and nail it! 

St. Lucie Habitat for Humanity is 
looking for female volunteers to help 

with the Women Build project set to be
gin this month. 

Orientation is at 6:30 p.ni. Wednes• 
day, Oct. 18, at Indian River Commu
nity College. Come on out and be a part 
of history in the making. 

For more information, call (772) 
464-1117. 
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Lois Gordy and Linda .Hays 

Twin in a million 
BY WENDY DWYER 

Special to Luminaries 

Lois is left-handed and · Linda is a 
rightie. Or, is it the other way aroW1d? 
It's hard · to tell for sure because this 
pair of twins moves so quickly, it's rare 
to catch either Lois Gordy or Linda 
Hays at rest. 

And, while the pair may have retired 
from full-time positions at Indian River 
Conmumity · College, neither is · content 
to relax or remain eve·n a little bit idle. 
In fact, these days you can catch Lois 
and Linda most often with a cell phone 
in one hand and set of blueprints in an
other. That's because this dynamic duo 
has agreed to chair the first Woman-B
uild Habitat for Hwnanity House on the 
Treasure Co11st in four years. 

Not only' are · the twins co-chairing 
the project; they've also taken on the re
sponsibility of raising $60,000 to help 
fund the four bedroom, two-bath house 
that will become home to the Destile 
family, a _family with six children. 

"Four of the kids, two sets, are 
twins," said Lois, '.'which mal{es it even 
more special for my sister and me, be
ca1,1se we've always enjoyed being 
twins." 

Indeed, the pair of 'mirror twins', 
which explains one's left-handedness 
and the other's right, have spent most 
of their lives together, attending the 
same college; working as a recruiting · 
team for IRCC, and working their way 
up the career ladder until their retire
ment on the same day, three years ago. 

"We even both fell in love with' and 
married local boys involved with the · 
citrus industry," Lois said. "We have 
led wonderful, parallel lives and are so 
fortunate." 

Lois and Linda don't take their CO· 
chair responsibilities lightly. The pair 
went to Habitat for Humanity's home 
base in Americus, Ga. to research and 
gather information on women-build 
projects. Then tl1e pair went to. work 
building and developing various team 
leaders in the areas of construction, 
publicity and media, volunteers _and · 
every aspect of building the Habitat 
home, which will turn a dream into a 
reality for a local family. 

In addition to cash donations and vol
w1teers, Lois and Linda are trying to 
garner donations of fill, wood and all 
sorts of other items to help build the 
house on Avenue Q. The pair is set for 
an Oct. 18 volunteer orientation train
ing, which will be followed by a Novem
ber Wall-Raising. 

"The hammer and nails part comes 
later, and it will definitely be a learning 
experience," Linda laughed. 

Both Lois and Linda gain strength 
and inspiration from the · strong rela
tionship they share with each other, 
and from the words of another dynami
cally fwmy and talented woman, the 
late Erma Bambeck, who said, "When I 
stand before God at the end ofmYlife, I 
would hope that I would not have a sin
gle bit of talent left and could say, 'I 
used everything You gave me.'" 
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Cornerstone ceremony kicks 
off Partnership for sch_olarships 

The Acacia Masonic 
Lodge of Stuart recently 
laid the co1:herstone for 
Martin County's new D1: 
David L. Anderson Middle 
School. Officiating at the · 
ceremony was Robert 
Trump, grand master of 
Masons in Florida. 

A~ACIA M"SONIC 
, 'LODGE OF SJUART 

Toyota of Stuart partic
ipated by driving Trump to 
the event in a 2007 Camry. 

"This was our first 
opportunity to partner 
with the Masons, who do 
a lot for school students 
in our area," said John 
Pierson, owner of Toyota of 
Stuart. 

A crowd of about 150 
attended the ceremony 
and congratulated the 
guest of hono1; D1: David L. 
Anderson. 

Anderson, a native 
of Martin County, has 
dedicated his life to 
enriching the community 
and its students. He 
taught at the elementary-, 
middle- and high-school 
levels, as well as at Indian 
River Community College. 

Dr. David L. Anderson and Dr. Sara A. Wilcox 

· Anderson was an assistant 
principal within the 
Martin County School 
District and has been a 
Martin County School 
Board member for 27 
years. 

"The Masons donate 
$12,000 in scholarships 
to deserving students at 
three Martin County High 
Schools, and this year, we'll 

be joining them in that 
effort," Pierson said. 

Toyota of Stuart will 
sponsor the Masonic 
Lodge's golf tournament in 
Novembe1; providing the 
hole-in-one prize. 

The Masonic Lodge of 
Stuart will celebrate 100 
years in 2007, making it the 
oldest nonprofit organi
zation in Martin County. 
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Old cell phones can l1elp fund.·scholarsltlps_ 
BY ROTARY CLUB OF VERO BEACH 
SUNRISE 
Posted on YourHub.com 

The Rotary Club of Vero 
Beach Swrrise is collecting cell 
·phones to benefit the Iudiao 
IUver Community College 

• 

"Take Stock in Children" 
Scholarship Fund. 

Drop off phones at Cap's . 
Pizza, 725 27th Ave. S.W., Vero 
Beach or McDonald's at 1975 or 
754 U.S. 1, Vero Beach. 

If you can place a box for cell 

phone donations at your place 
of business, call Bill Sin1on at 
(772) 794-9975. I 

Editor's Note: This st01y has 
been edited for space. For the 
full story,- log on to Your
Hub.com. 

■ ■ 
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DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN: Cattleman, envi
ronmentalist, photographer and philanthro
pist Alto "Bud" Adams Jr. of St. Lucie Coun
ty will be honored Nov. 7 by the Treasure 
Coast District of the Boy Scouts, Gulf Stream 
Coqncil, as it Distinguished Citizen for St. 

Lucie County for 2006. 
A banquet in his honor will be held at the Pelican Yacht 

Club in Fort Pierce. 
According to the Gulf Stream Council, "The Distinguished 

Citizen banquet is held to recognize the efforts of a dynamic 
public servant in the co1!1lllunity, to put Scouting youth in as
sociation with such role models and to raise funds to supp01i 
the character and leadership building programs of Scouting." 

I 

A St. Lucie County native, Adan1S has served on the boards 
of the Indian River Community College Foundation, Harbor 
Federal Savings Bank, Sun Bank, Backus Art Gallery, Heath-

. cote Botanical Gardens and United Way. In 2003, Indian River 
Community College named him th(;! Dan K. Richardson Entr4-
preneur of the Year .. 

Few have ever left their mark on the Treasure Coast to the 
extent that "Bud" Adams has and the Scouts should be com
mended for recognizing some of his many contributions. 

For ticket information for the banquet, call 561-694-8585. 
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-Lt1111inaries seen· at e 

' IRCCs Lifelm1£ 
. Learnin£ Institute 

T/" 1., -.ff . 
KJChO i 

...... , 
The new lifelong Learning Institute at.!llilifil!. 
River Community College celebrated the kick
off of its inaugural session at a reception in the 
Center for Academic Innovation on the Main 
Campus of IRCC. External advisory committee 
members represent each of the College's five 
service areas and the interests of lifelong 
learners in Indian River, St. Lucie, Martin and 
Okeechobee_courities. · · · t~' ... 

I Jimmie Anne Haisley (center), executive .. 
director of the IRCC Foundation, with Dr, Jean 
-Fielden and Dr. Jack Fielden 

2 Dr. Massey (center), president of IRCC, with . 
Frank Irby (right) and his wife Brigitte, both 

i ;:. founding n,embers. · 

:,. Laura Kelly (right), program director for the 
Institute, with Alma Lee Loy. · 

/4. (Seated) Penelope Mee, Dr. Jean Fielden, Dr. · 
Jack Fielden and Alma Lee Loy. (Standing) Ian 
Nairnsey, Robert Watkins, Jane Vanek, Donald . 
Wade, Patricia Weber-Schmidt and Robert 

· Schmidt, M.D. -. . 
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Audrey Kight 

·Living· life to the fullest 
BY WENDY DWYER 

Special to Luminaries 
The · only thing four knee replace

ments have slowed down is Audrey 
Kight's tennis game. A ·long-time Palni 
City resident, this delightful 79 year-old . 
never misses a shift at her beloved Hos
pice Thrift Store in Martin County. 
She's been working at the · shop for a 
dozen years, helping to sort and organ
ize, pricing items, and being completely 
committed to the cause and care pro
vided by Hospice of the Treasure Coast. 

But working as a Hospice voltmteer 
is neither the first, nor the only, volun
teer position this. dynamic woman has 
held. Kight, who hails from St. Paul, . 
Minnesota and came to Florida by way 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, has had an 
intriguing life, filled with laughter, ex-

. citement, travel, and the love of her life, 
husband Lon. Kight met Mr soul mate 
in 1971, after a very short five-month 
comiship. She laughs, remembering 
how the couple met. 

"A neighbor in my apartment build
ing worked as Lon's secretary and kept. 
insisting I should let her introduce me 
to her boss," Kight said. "I told her in 

· no tu1ce1iain terms that I was seeing 
-someone and was not in the least bit in
terested." The neighbor persisted and 

· dropped off a copy of her company's an
nual report, where Lon Kight was pic
tured as the only executive perched on 
the edge of his desk, arms open and 
smiling broadly. "The other executives 
pictured looked so still and. formal and 
\Vere working even while their photos 

were being taken," said Audrey Kight. 
"He looked so i:i:iendly, I wanted to meet 
him. Five months later, we· were mar
ried." 

The Kights spent a great deal of time 
traveling for business, and Audrey 
Kight says, although she loved travel, 
150 trips in five years was exhausting. 
She's loves being at home here on the 
Treasme Coast where the couple has 
lived since 1981, and enjoys sharing her 
time and talents with Hospice of the 
Treasm·e Coast. 

In addition to supporting Hospice 
through volunteering, the K.ights have 
been exceptionally generous to both 
Harbour Branch Oceanographic Insti
tute and Indian River Commw1ity Col
lege (IRCC). Au.drey Kight says some of 
her proudest and most. emotional mo-

. ments have come while reading thank 
you letters from IRCC students who re
ceived Kight scholarships. In fact, the 
Kight Center for Emerging Teclmolo
gies is named for the generous couple 
who are so strongly conunitted to edu
cation and the Treasm·e Coast. Accord
ing to Audrey Kight, her husband, now 
91, is always on the go and regularly en
joys cow·ses at IRCC's Lifelong Learn
ing Institute. 

As for Audrey Kight, her only regret 
is that her four knee replacements keep 
her from playing tennis these days. But 
she fmds a way to use the time effec
tively, sharing her good humor and gra
cious personality with others through 
her volunteer efforts at Hospice of the 
Treasm·e Coast. 
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photo by Kell)• Owens 
The Take Stock in Children Scholarship .{'rogram was the topic ot discus-
sion at a recent Kiwanis Club Meeting. Pictured from left to right are: 
Kiwanis Member Jenny Pung and guest speaker Erin Cox, Mentor/Stu
dent Advocate for the,Indian River Community College Foundation. The 
Kiwanis Club meets every Thursday at noon at the Village Square Res
taurant. Members of the public are in'lited to attend. 

Youcanbea 
~ volunteer mentor 
~ Help encourage a middle or 
• high school student to reach his or 
~ her full potential and become a vol
• unteer mentor for the President's 
2 Challenge to SOAR/fake Stock in 

4 
Children Scholarship program. It's 
a proven life-changing program 
that provides four-year college 

~ 
scholarships to deserving sixth and 
ninth graders in local communi

°" ties. The mentor meets with the 
"J;"" student one hour per week at 

this/her school. Volunteer opportu
nities are available in Indian River, 
Martin, St. Lucie and Okeechobee 
counties. Please call the lndia!J 
,River Community Colleg"1 Founda
tion at (772) 462-4786. 
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FAU UPDATE tcJ-t<t-06 

FAU, IRCC 
to l1ost 2+2 
openl1ouse 

Florida Atlantic University 
and Indian River Community 
~ 11 ge will host an open 
· o on Tuesday, Oct.17 from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. at the F AU/IRCC 
campus, 500 N.W; California 
Blvd., St. Lucie West. The 
event will be in the J Building, 
first floor. 

Attendees can learn more 
about obtaining a bachelor's 
degree in selected disciplines 
through the 2+2 program witl1-
out leaving the Treasure 
Coast. Faculty and advisors 
from both institutions will be 
on hand to answer questions 
about transferring credits 
from IRCC to FAU, the applica
tion process, financial aid op
portunities, career options and 
student activities. FAU w1der
graduate admission applica
tions will be accepted at the 
open house from those who 
have an AA degree or 60 col
lege credits. Applicants must 
submit a $30 application fee 
(payable by check or money 
order) and official college tran
scripts. For more information, 
call (772) 873-3301, Monday 
through Friday. 

Compiled by FAU slalI 
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Career forum at IRCC could help put you on the right track 
p51., tJ-ew.s .l0·7-~ 5-hwf /V/4115 f P.5L J\;¾v--5 

According to Albert Einstein, "It is 
the supreme joy of the teacher to 
awaken joy in creative expression 
and knowledge." Treasure Coast resi
dents who are interested in awaken
ing the joy of learning in students are 
invited to a career forwn on Thurs
day from 11:15 a.in. to 12:15 p.m. in 
Building B, Room 120, at the Indian 
River Community College_Main Cam-
pus m F'ort Pierce. · 

Information will be provided on the 
necessary education to pursue a 
teaching career and job opportuni
ties, 

C 

IRCC UPDATE . 
''Teaching is a very rewarding ca

reer, where you make a difference in 
students' lives each day and have a 
positive impact on the future," said 
June Wells, chair of the IRCC 
Education/Communications Depart
ment. "We invite anyone interested 
in a career in education to attend the 
career forwn." 

A panel of experts will discuss the 
various careers in .the education field. 
Panel members will include Ed .Stri0 

velli, second-grade teacher, Mariposa 

Elementary School; Joseph Noel, so
cial studies teacher for gifted stu
dents, Dan McCarty Middle School; 
Kerryane Monahan, science teacher, 
Fort Pierce Central High School; and 
Deborah Long, principal, Oslo Middle 
School. 

Indian ,River Community College 
offers an Associate in Arts degree 
program in Education, with speciali

. zations in Elementary Education, 
. Special Education at the Elementary 

level and Secondary Education. Stu-
dents in the program take required 
courses which are needed for transfer 

u 

. into a state university education pro
gram for the junior arid sel).ior years 
of study. 

IRCC students gain valuable class
room experiences during their fresh
man and sophomore years. As part of 
the Introduction to Education course, 
students observe in area classrooms 
for fifteen clock hours and then write 
a report on their observations. As 
part of the Teaching Diverse Popula
tions course, students also participate 
in a Field Experience and learn about 
diversity in the classroom. Finally, 

students have "hands on" experience 
in using the most current educational 
technology in EME 2040, Educational 
Technology. 

To combat the teacher shortage, 
IRCC has also established an Educat
or Preparation Institute (EPI). Indi
viduals with a bachelor's degree in a 
field other tha:n education can fast 
track into teaching through the EPI. 

For more information, call the 
IRCC Information Call Center at (866) 
866-4722. 

_ Compiled by IRCC staff 
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First class: Paramedics in training Okcc,tv,1xt,,/J~ /1>.Z,J,o& 

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar 
The first Paramedic training class began their training in September at the IRCC Dixon 
Hendry Campus. Students in the Paramedic program practice learned techniques that · 
prepare them to deliver services to the ill and injured, in a mobile setting, to stabilize 
patients for transport to the hospital. Students and instructors,(back row-left to right) 
Instructor Earl Wooten, Matt Vinson, Adam Durrance, Chris Douglas;(front row-left to 
right) Lisa Shires, Mitch Brydebell, Brook Conway, Instructor Titus Henderson (not pic
tured) Instructor Karl Holtkamp, Edger Bernier, and David Kinchen. 

IRCC offers paramedic prog1·am 
By Chauna Aguilar 

Okeechobee emergency · 
medical technicians aspiring to 
be paramedics no longer have 
to travel to Fort Pierce to 
receive the training from a 
paramedic program. 

Indian River Community 
College (IRCC) Dixon Hendry 
'campus in Okeechobee is 
holding its first class for the 
paramedic training ·. program 
which began in September. 

Students accepted into this 
program develop a high degree 
of skill in patient assessments, 
administration of life-saving 
techniques and transportation 
of patients to medical facilities. 

The program lasts I 0 
months, and consists of 1,200 
hours of training which 
includes classroom, laborato
ry, hospita l and ambulance 
rotations. The Paramedic Cer
tificate Program follows the 
1998 National Standard Cur
riculum from the Department 

See Paramedics - Page 2 

Indian River Community College students enrolled in the 
Paramedic training program newly offered at the Dixon 
Hendry Campus are learning skills to prepare them to 
assess patients, administer life-saving techniques, and 
transport patients to medical facilities. Lisa Shires (mid
dle) is performing a endotrachael intubation with the 
assistance of Brook Conway (left) under the supervision 
of their instructor Earl Wooten (left). 



Para1nedics 
Continued From Page 1 
of Transportation and National 
Highway Safety Administration. 

The paramedic program may 
be taken as a leclmical certificate 
( 42 credits) or an A.S. degree (73 
credits). 

Students who successfully 
complete the program will earn a 
paramedic certificate and are 
prepared for the state licensure 
exam. 

Students are trained in skills 
such as endotrachael intubation, 
defibrillalion, pleural decouv 
pr essio11, interpretation of EKGs 
and drug administration. 

The goal of the program is to 

provide the graduate with the 
knowledge, skill and profe!;sion
al attributes associated with an 
entry-level paramedic. 

Graduates of the paranedic 
program will be trained te: pre
vent and reduce mortality and 
morbidity due lo illness and 
injury. 

This program's availability in 
Okeechobee will allow more 
people lo attend these classes 
due lo the lessened stress or'driv
ing out of town for so n·1a11y 
classes. 

The next Okeechobee J;ar~-: 
medic program begins in th,~ fall 
of 2007. The deadline io uppiJ✓ for 
Lllis program is May 22, 2007. 

To be eligible, a student rr rnst 
be a state certified EMT, succ, ess
fully complete "Survey of the 

Human Body" (BSC 1084), 
achieve proper scores on the 
TABE tesl, be . CPR certified and 
pass · background and drug 
screenings. . 

According to www.ircc.edu 
total costs for the Paramedic Cer
tificate Program is $4,013 and 
approximately $5,375 for the A.S. 
degree. This includes the cost of 
all required courses, lab fees and 
other required items. 

Scholarships are available to 
those who qualify. Potential stu
dents can vi~il www.ircdou11da
tio11:·org for information on finan
cial aid. 

For additional information, 
contact m.CC Dixon Hendry 
Campus al 2229 NW. Ninth Ave.; 
or, call (8G3) 82'1-G0U0. 



IRCC open house focuses on GED 
PSL. rJaw_; • · 

BY ADAM L. NEAL lo ·30 ,o(o Information on IRCC's Adult High School, GED ' · ' 
adam.neal@scripps.com Preparation and English as a Second Language pro- OPEN HOUSE 

ST. LUCIE COUNTY - Earning a general education grams, as well as the new pre-health academy track 
degree or. high school diploma may be easier than will be available. Participants also will learn how 
you think, according to Michelle Abaldo, spokesper- they can continue their education_ at IRCC. 

Learn ab.out IRCC's Adult High School during an 
open house Nov. g:atthe main campus, 3209 Vir
ginia Ave., Fort Pierce, and St. Luice West campus, 
500 N.W. California Blvd. Open.house hours will be 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 5:30 to 7 p.m. at both 
facili_ties'. F~r i:i,ore in{ormation, call (772) 462-7401. 

son for Indian River Community College. Information about scholarships for career train-
A free open house sponsored by tlie department . ing programs along wtth meeting faculty and stu

will be Nov. 9 at the main campus in Fort Pierce and dents also will be available. 
the St. Lucie West campus for residents with ques- If documentation'is later required at testing fa-
tions about a GED or high school diploma. · cilities, officials will:instruct of the requirements. ~ . r . : . . . 

! . 
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IRCC camp11ses host open house on Nov. 9 
ctK~cf,,,!xz t.,;~s 1~ . .21-Qc,, 

Treasure Coast residents inter- English as a Second Language pro- Lucie, 6 until 8 p.m., l772) 336-
ested in earning a GED or high grams, as well as the . new pr~- 6206. . 
school diploma are invited to a free health academy track will be avail- IRCC Chas tam Ca~~us, 
open house held by the Indian able. Participants_ will al~o learn Thomas Career Tech Bu1ldmg, 
River Community Colleoe Adult howtheycancontmuethe1reduca- 2400 S.E. Salerno Road, Stuart, 6 
Education Department 071 I hurs- tion at IRCC. Refreshments will be until 8 p.m. , (772) 419-5612. 
day Nov. 9 at IRCC campuses servedanddoorprizesawarded. IRCC Mueller Campus, 6155 
thr~ughout tile area. The open house_ events will be College Lane, Vero Beach, 6 until 

"You can sign up now for one of held at the follow111g campuses 8 p.m., 
IRCC's free programs to get a high and times: GED - Bldg. A, Room 114 & 
school education for a better job IRCC Main Campus, Tomeu ESL - Bldg. 8. Room 101, (772) 
and briohter future" said Dr. Tony Center for Career & Academic 226-2510. 
Iacono"' associat~ dean IRCC Advancement, 3209 Virginia IRCC Dixon Hendry Campus, 
Developmental Educatio~. "Visit Ave., Fort Pierce, 10:30 a.rn. to 2229 N.W Ninth . Ave., Okee-

.. our open house, meet our friendly 12:30 p.m. & 5:30 to 7 p.m., chobee, 10 a.m. until noon, (863) 
teachers and find out more." (772) 462-7401 824-6009. 

Information on IRCC's Adult IRCC St. Lucie West Campus, For more information, call toll-
High School, GED Preparation, and 500 NW California Blvd., Port St. free at 1-866-866-4722, ext. 7400. 

u 
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Corporate and Community 
Training Institutelaunches 
eLearningtraining program 
BY "JAN PAGANO 
BJ guest columnist 

As a business owner, manager or hu
man resources director, you value the 
benefits of employee training and devel
opment. Not only do staff' members be
come more skilled at their jobs but you 
create a sense of work ethic, company 
commitment and employee self-worth. 

Studies have shown that a 
well-trained work force: decreases a 
company's liability and diminishes in
cidents relating to insurance an(]. work
er's compensation; increases a compa
ny's efficiency and productivity; has 
increases retention and reduces of re
cruitment costs. 

All affect a company's bottom line. 
Because of a company's size or staff

ing circumstances, it is often difficult to 
send employees and entire departments 
'to ttaining both on and off the · work 
premises. 

The Corporate and Community 
Jraining Institute (fY IRCC has devel
oped a solution. The cCl'I eLearning, 
Prograi1J, employee development and · 
training is accessible to your staff with 
the click of a mouse. 

Many eLearning modules also in
clude workplace simulations based on 
specific experiences. 

Because leai·ning takes place online, 
employees advance workplace skills 

· and knowledge without leaving work
stations. Workers cai1 also access per
sonal development training on week-

ends or at times that ai·e .more 
convenient for them. 

The prograi.n provides 
online assistai1ce avail
able 24-7 and lndiai1 River 
Community College in
structors serve as a re- · 
source. Employees can 
earn college credit. 

Pagano Employers and employ-
ees select and. register 'ror 

C0lU'Ses using CCTI's TrainingMah·bc 
For more · inform(l.tion, v.isit 
www.ircc.edu/ccti and click on to the 
TrainingMah·ix linl{. You can also call 
CCTI at (888) 283-1177. 

Jan Pagano is associate dean at CCTI @ IRCC. 

Co~rses offered through CCTI 
elearnlng: · 

• Business math · 
• Communication skills 
• Customer s·ervice 
• Finance and accounting 
• Human resource management 
• Legal issues in the workplace 
• Management 
• Office productivity 
• Personal development and interper- · 
sonal skills 
• Sales and marketing 
• Supervision and leadership 
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IRCC offers programs .for women going backto school 
BY JOANNE HAND 
Posted on YourHub.com 

As a woman returning to 
college after raising a family, I 
know what a life-changing ex
perience this can be. 

What many women might 
not reaJ.i?;e is that Indian Rivei; · · 
Community College has a 
program specifically design~d 
to help them get integrated 
into college-level classes. As 
part of a service learning 
project, let me take this oppor
tunity to help get this inform
ation out to women. 

C 

The Women's Program at 
IRCC was started 27 years ago 
arid is .an accredited college
credit program. Individuals 
may choose from a variety of 
tracks to gain skills that will 
enh.ance their employment op
portunities. 

One track, the Women's Pro
fessional Career Program, is 
designed to provide women 
who have little or rio college 
experience, the training _they 
need to improve their employ-

. ability skills. 
Another track is ·. the Dis

placed Homemaker Program, 

which provides an opportunity · 
for womeh and men to obtain · 
needed education and training .. 
to become self-sufficient. 

The Women's Program also 
offers short-term courses such 
as financial security. 

There is also . the Equity 
- Non-Traditional Occupation 
_Program. This program is de
signed to help women and men 
who want to pursue a career 
where 75 percent of · the 
workers in that occupation are 
of the opposite sex . 

-Log on to IRCC's Web site, 
www.ir_cc.edu, · and click · on 

''.Programs & . Careers:" The · 
link for the Women's Program 
is found under ·"Business 
Technology." ·_ 

Editor's Note: This story has 
been edited for space. For the 
full _ story, log on to Your-
Hub. com. · 
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. Dental screerungs set 
for.Head Start kids. 
BY ADAM L. NEAL 
adam.neal@scripps.com 

ST. LUCIE COUNTY -"- . All 
children enrolled in the St. Lu
cie County Head Start .and 
Early Start programs are re
quired to have a yearly dental. 
screening completed, and 
Wednesday they can have it 
done for free. 

Indian River Community 
, Colleg~ Dental Hygiene stu
dents will be conducting free 
dental ·screenings for children 

. in the programs from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Wednesday at Indian 
River . Community College's 
main campus, 3209 Virginia 
Ave.-· 
· More than 100 children have 

already expressed interest in 
the program, which will be 
held in the Health · Science .. 
building, room H-222, accord
ing to Mary S. Pelletier, dental 
science faculty member. 

S~e said freshmen and soph
omore students in the college's • · 
community dental course 
would be conducting the ex
ams while professors observe 
the process. 

"The children are given a 
dental exam to determine if 
there is active decay or other 
de1ital problems," said Pelle
tier. "They (the dental stu
dents) also will see if any of 
the children will need emer
gency dental care. or just rou
tine dental treatment." 

If extra care is needed, she 
said the college would try to · 
work with local periodontics 
to get the children the help 
needed. 

For information on free dental 
screenings for c~ildren in 
H~ad Start and Early Start , 

. programs, call Indian River 
Community College's call cen
ter at (866) 866°4722, ext. · 
7526. The screenings wili be 
conducted from 9:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. Wednesday at the 
IRCC main campus. 

The dental screenings will 
be two-fold, according to Pelle
tier. 

She said not only does it 
· benefit the children, dental 

students also get hands-on 
,training in a professional envi
ronment. Some ·· children will 
even eventually return for a 
full teeth cleaning, she said. 
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EDUCATION- . 

LANGUAGE ENCOUNTER 
. By Lorena Chiriboga 

Regular meetings for "Encuentro" ("Encounter,". in 
English), a program utilizing the study of English 
and Spanish at its highest level, are held each and 
every month at the IRCC campus at Prima Vista. 
Both, students enroiieci"i'ri the regular Spanish · 
curriculum and ESL (English as a Second Language 
program) students gather to put the theory they 
study into practice. Judy Martin-Hall and Veronica 
Tampone supervise this dynamic interaction in · 
which no limits are set between the two languages. 
First taking place in Spanish and then in English, 
the class work entails perfectly planried didactic 
exercises designed to help students attain a 
command in both languages. Classroom subjects 
cover the ·routine matters of daily life such as 

EDUCACION-

~..:.. ... :.;i ,.;:' 
physical health, as well as, interestingly enough, 
the diverse festivals celebrated by each cultural 
group. 
Because the groups encompass a huge variety of 
nationalities, such as South Americans, Europeans, 
Central Americans, Mexicans and Americans from 
different states, the encounter serves as both a 
language learning experience and a cultural 
exchange. 

UN ENCUENTRO CON LOS IDIOMAS 
Por Lorena Chiriboga 

Cada mes en las aulas def Campus del IRCC en 
Prima Vista se realizan las reuniones ~ 
"Encuentro", un programa donde el uso def ingles 
y el espanol alcanzan su punto culminarite. 

Se re(men alumnos del currkulo regular de 
espanol junto con alumnos def programa ESL 
Ingles como segunda lengua para poner en . 
practica lo aprendido en el sal6n de clases. Judy 
Martin:Hall y Ver6nica Tampone ponen en marcha 
esta actividad donde no se encuentra llmite entre 
los dos idiomas. 

Se realizan dinamicas en espanol y luego en ingles, 
donde los alumnos participan en ejercicios 
didacticos perfectamente programados de tal 
manera que llegan a dominar la comunicaci6n en 
ambos idiomas, en temas de rutina diaria como 
por ejemplo los estados ffsicos y, lo mas 
interesante, las festividades de cada cultura. 

Con la participaci6n de estudiantes de diversas 
nacionalidades como sudamericanos, europeos, 
centroamericanos, mexicanos y americanos de 
diferentes estados el "encuentro" resulta ser no 
solo una experiencia de aprendizaje de lenguaje 
sino que se convierte en todo un intercambio 
cultural. 
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Free trainiJ1g in air conditioning offered 
As a partner ih the Florida 

ReBuilds program, Indian Riv-, 
er Community College will of
.fer free training in air condi
tioning and residei1tial carpen
try, The hands-on programs 
will . provide preparation for 
entry-level · employment in the 
building construction indus
try. The 300-hour. program in 
air cpnditioning and heating 
will develop basic skills in the 
installation and maintenance . 
of climate conb.'ol systems. 
Students in the program in 
residential carpentry will be 
introduced to essential aspects 
of carpentry for home build
ing. Anyone interested is in
vited to an Information Ses
sion on Thursday frciin 5 to 8 · 
p.m. in the Kight Center for 

. Emerging Technologies, Room 
V-209B at the IRCC main cam
pus in Fort Pierce. The Kight 

. Center is located on 35th Street 
off Virginia A venue. ·,, 

"This is a great opportunity 
to get started in a career in the 
building trades," . said Donna 
Rivett, IRCC A!;,Sistant Dean of · 
Industrial Education. · "A team 
of local partners has come to
gether to help Treasure Coast 
residents develop the skills 
needed by · area employers for 

construction jobs. The pro
gram helps both the employers 
and the students." 

Loc:;tl partners are . Indian 
River Community College, the 
Workforce Development Board 

. of the Treasure Coast, Habitat 
for Humanity of Martin Coun-

. ty, and the Ti·easure Coast 
Builders' Association. Pre-re
gistration for this Florida Re
Builds program can be com
'pleted !at any One Stop Career 
Center.· throughout the Trea
sure · Coast ·or online at 
www.tcjobs.org. 

Students in ·. the program 
may cl).oose to continue and 
develop increasingly sophisti
,cated skills by completing 
: IRCC's ce1iifi~ate programs · in 
air conditioning and residen-
tial carpentry. · · 

· On Dec. 13, Lt. Governor To
ni Jennings announced the : 
creation of Florida ReBuilds, 
an initiative to bridge the gap 
in the construction job market 
and. keep · Florida in the eco-

. nomic forefront among other 
states and.on the road to hurri
cane recovery: Florida · Re
Builds is designed to provide 
short-term, entry:level and ad
vanced training for Floridians 
who want to enter the con-

struction industry. 

BECOME A NURSE IN ONE YEAR 
The IRCC nursing depart

ment will have a free informa
tion session for licensed practi- · 
cal 11U1~ses, registered respira- · 
tory therapists and paramed
ics who would like· to become 
registered nurses in one year. 
The information session will 
be at 4 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Health Science Center, , Room 
H-110, at the IRCC main cam
pus · at 3209 Virginia Ave. in 
Fort Pierce. 

This accelerated program 
was developed to combat the 
shortage ·of registered nurses 

. on the Treasure Coast, offering 
mentoring and tutoring serv- . 
ices tci l).elp heaith care work
ers fast-track . into nursing. 

· Students inay receive credit . 
for selected courses through 
advanced placement testing. 
They will enroll in lecture and 
clinical courses and will be 
able to talte advantage of on
line learning for lecture 

'I courses. The . program is 
fU11ded by a SUCCEED, Flori
da! Career Education grant 
awarded to IRCC. 
Compiled by IRCC staff 
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Session provides information on program 
Anyone interested in learn

; ing more about the Honors 
: Program at Indian River Com
; ·munity College is ipvited to at
: tend an information session at 
, 5:30 p.m. Thursday in i:he B 
; Building, Room j 120 at the 
: IRCC Main Campus at 3209 
: Virginia Ave. in Fort Pierce. 

· The IRCC Honors Program · 
gives students the opportunity 

: to excel academically in an en-
. vironment that celebrates am-
; bilious goals and-:outstanding 
: achievements. Upon gradua-
. lion, students can transfer au-
. tomatically into th~ · Honors 
' Program at Florida Atlantic 
, University or the University of 

Central Florida. Graduation 
. from the IRCC Honors Pro
. gram makes students ideal 
transfer candidates for univer

·. sities and scholarships. 
. One of the most popular as
. pects of the IRCC Honors Pro
. gram is Service Learning, 

which allows students to give 
. back to th1= community and ap- · 

piy wh.at they are learning in 
real world situations. Students 
credit Service Learning with 
helping them learn more about 
themselves and how communi
ty organizations help to make 
our area a better place to live 
and work. Participating Serv
ice Learning organizations in
clude the Smithsonian Aquari
um and Marine Research Fa
cilities, Heathcote Botanical 
Gardens, the St. Lucie Histori
cal Museum, the Vero Beach 
Museum of.Art, Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters· of St. Lucie 
and Indian River counties, the 

· Council on Aging of Martin 
Cotmty, the Port St. Lucie . 
Nursing and Restorative Care 
C~nter, St. Lucie County . 
Schools and the Treasure 
Coast Hospice. 

Honors courses for the 
Spripg Semester will begin 

u 

Jan. 8. Subjects include gener
al chemistry, creative writing, 
English composition, world ge
ography, humanities litera
t~re: baroque, pursuit of 
knowledge, plal).e trigonome
try, pre-calculus algebra, calcu
lus, world history and Service 
Learning classes. 

Students can earn an honors 
certificate with 15 credits in 
honors courses or an honors 
diploma with 24 credits in hon
ors courses and a Capstone 
Project. A minimum of a 3.3 
college level grade point aver
age is required for entry. 

For more information about . 
Honors Programs at IRCC, vis
it the IRCC Honors Web Site 
and download your application 
at http://faculty.ircc .edu/ 
DEPT/ Honors/ 

To obtain more information 
about programs and services 
at IRCC, call the Information 
Call Center toll-free at (866) 

866-4722. 

BECOME A CONDOMINIUM 
OR PROPERTY MANAGER · 

A Tuesday evening 
course at IRCC's St. Lucie 
West Campus will prepare 
participants to become a li
censed condominium/ 
property manager. · The 
five-session course will pro
vide students with a foun
dation in state law, budgets, 
contracts, insurance, regu
lations and · licensing in 
preparation for the state li-
censing exam. . .. . 

. "Community Association 
Management," · REE2541, 
will :qieet from 6 to 9 p.m. · 
Nov. 7 through Dec. 5 and 
the cost is · $66 for Florida · 
residents. · 

The Information Call 
Center may be reached · at 
(866) 866-4722 or visit 
www.ircc.edu. 
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IRCC otlering programs 
to sludy~abroad (, 

. ',S1!14(+- Ntw5 /O,'!JI, Q 
Indian River Commumty 

College is offering study 
afirciact experiences in Italy 
and Germany this summer. 

The art and architecture of 
Milan, Florence, 'Sieha and As- . 
sisi will be explored . in The 
Wonders of Italy from May 
8-19. ·. -:,: . - ~. -. ~ 

Bach to the Future: Musical 
Germany and the Reformation 
will focus on famous historical 
sites related to Maiiin Luther 
and Germany's grep.t compos
ers from May 14'to 25. Partici
pating students will be able to 
earn college credit in · music, 
art, history, theatre and hu
manities. 

The Study Aboard tours are 
offered in cooperation with Eu
ro-American Tours and open 
to IRCC students and those 
who wish to augment other 
college study. IRCC Study 

· Abroad is sponsored by the 
IRCC Global Initiatives Com
mittee. Financial aid opportu
nities are available. 

For more inforination, con
tact IRCC at.(866) 866-4722. 

~;$:!/)~kt. 
FORT PIERCE 1o, L},Zoob 

IRCC offers training · 
in cosmetics 

Indian River Community Col
-is offering aesthetics training 
at its Orange Blossom Business 
Center. The 260-hour course fo
cuses on skin care and provides 
students with training .and hand
s-on experience to prepai-e f01· state 
certification . . For more informa
tion, call (772) 462-4286. 

STUART pSt,. rJ4,tJ':> \O •'7 'DLP 

Manufacturing workshop 
will be at tech center 

The Business Development 
Board of Martin County and Flori
da Maimfacturing Extension Part
nership will offer a one-day lean 
manufacturing workshop · Oct. 25 
at Indian River Gammunjty Col; 
lege Wolf High Technology Center. 
Lean maimfacturing focuses on 
creative ways to improve produc
tivity and minin1ize waste, For in
fonnation, call Pablo Diaz · at 
(772)-221 1380 or e-ni.ail pab
lo@bdbmc.org. 

From staff reports 
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Today 
■ An All-Fun-No Fear alternative to 
Halloween, 6 p.m. at Calvaty Chapel 
Palm City, 1344 S.W. 34th St Kids 
dress as their favorite hero and join in 
games, prizes, food and more. Dona
tion: $1. Call (772) 283-9426. 
■ Celebrate Halloween at Treasure 
Coast Mall, 5:30-7:30 p.m., U.S. 1 in 
Jensen Beach. Trick-or-treat partici
pating retailers. 
■ Project Safe Halloween, 6 p.m. at Su
perPlay USA, 1600 N.W .. Courtyard 
Circle, Port St. Lucie. Have a spook
tacular Halloween with bowling, 
games and contests. Cost $2. Call 
(772) 408-5800. 
■ Kids Keeping Kids Safe Halloween 
Festival, 6 p.m. at Fo1t Pierce Central 
High School Lecture Hall, 1101 Ed
wards Road, Fort Pierce. For children 
ages 1 to 12. Haunted house, spooky 
stories and candy. 
■ Firefighters Frightfest, 6-11 p.m. at 
Mattin County Fairgrounds.' Haunted 
house, Fire-rescue equipment on dis
play. Admission: $10 adults, $5 for 
those 12 and under. Call (772) 324 7. 

Coming Wednesday 
■ Health infonnation fair, 9 a.m. at lndi
.an River Community Colle?: Tomeu 
Building Atriwn (Building ) , Main 
Campus, 3209 Virginia Ave., Fort 
Pierce. Information on nutiition, 
stress, heart, anxiety disorders, HIV, 
skin cancer and more. Free blood 
pressure and blood sugar screenings. 
Call (866) 866-4722 Ext. 7571. 
■ Your Florida Yard with MClV's Fred 
Burkey, 2:30 p.m. at Hobe Sound Pub
lic Libra1y, 10595 S.E. Federal High- . 
way, Hobe Sound. Learn how to prop
agate from seeds, cuttings, division · · 
and air layering the easy way. Call 
(772) 546-2257, · 
■ Martin County Democratic Club Candi
date Forum, 6:30 p.m. in the John F. 
Aim strong Wing of The Blake Li
brary, 2351 S.E. Monterey Road, Stu
art. The fdrum gives Mattin Couilty 
voters an oppo1tunity to learn how 
candidates feel on issues such as the 
War in Iraq, Martin County growth, 

· Everglades restoration, education and 
')ther issues. Call (772) 286-1281. · 

LOOKIN«. AHEAD 
1 rilottf'll. ,~. 30-ov 

Veterans Association: Korean War 
Veterans Association of the Treasure 
Coast, memorial and tribute for trea
surer Ed Marmitt, Nov. 4, 11 a.m. to noon, 
Veterans Park, Port St. Lucie. Call (772) 
336-9719. 
Thanksgiving Dinner: The Knights of 
Columbus Council 3416, will serve Thanks· 
giving Day Dinner for the needy and· 
homeless Nov. 23; noon to 3 p.m., 
Knights of Columbus Social Hall, 2046 S. 
U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, (772) 462-2270. 
Marine Veterans: American Merchant 
Marine Veterans Treasure Coast Chap
ter, Inc., meeting Nov. 1 at 1 p.m., new 
members welcome, Community Center, 
2266 14th Ave., Vero Beach. Call G. Mat
thews at (772) 589-7625 in Sebastian; G. 
Ver Cruysse at (772) 461-3889 in Fort 
Pierce; P. Jomides at (772) 562-6505 in 
Vero Beach. 
Open House: Indian River Community 
Colle e's Culina Institute of the T rea
sure Coast w1 o an early admission 
open hous'e at 6 p.m. Nov. 7 in the Rich
ardson Center on the IRCC Mueller Cam
pus in Vero Beach. The open house will 
provide extensive program information, a 
tour of the facilities, financial aid informa
tion, and assistance with the application 
process. The Culinary Institute will admit 
only 24 students for the Fall 2007 pro
gram._ Fill out an application at this early 

• admission open house. For more inform
ation call (772) 226-2511 or (866) 
866-4722. 
Safe Boating Classes: November's 
Boat Smart, safe boating class instructed 
by the Port St. Lucie Power Squadron will 
be held 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Nov. 11 and 2-4 p.m. 
Nov. 12 at First Presbyterian Church of 
Port St. Lucie, 2240 S.E. Walton Road, 
Port St. Lucie. Adults & teens are invited 
to participate in this nine-hour course; 
$30 covers materials and advance regis
tration is requested. All teens that pass 
the course will be reimbursed through a 
teen scholarship. To register or for more 
information, call (772) 335-8900 or (772) 
871-1018. 

Free adult GED 
classes are offered 

Indian River Community CoJ
..Q ,Iege wjll be offering fr';!e, i!.cl_1,1lt .. Qasic 
~ education/GED and Enghsh as a 
N second lang~age cl~~fe~. _at (hese 
, locations: Dixon Hendry Center, 
M 2229 N.W Ninth Ave., English as 
l';3 second language classes, Monday -
~ Wednesday from 9 a.m. until 
- noon, adult basic education/GED, 

1 Monday through Thursday from 8 
a.m. until 8:30 p.m. and Friday 
from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.;One-Stop, 

l 
123 S.W Park St., adult basic edu
cation/GED, Monday through Fri
day, from 8 a.m. until noon; Year-

i ling Middle School, 925, N.W 23 
Lane, English as a second language 
classes, Monday through Wednes
day, from 5:30 u_ntil 8:30 p.m.; Ever
glades Elementary, 3725 S.E. 
Eighth St., English as a second lan-
guage classes, Tuesday and Thurs
day from 6 until 8 p.m. 

~ ♦Corri <:Iub: The Treas~e 
a Coast Com Club holds its * monthly meeting at 7 p.m. 
Q. on the sec011d Wednesday of. 

111
each month in ~uildin& B, 

'l Room 120, \pdian River 
~ Conunmtlty College Virginia 
cAvenue, Fort Pierc,:e. Each 
.3meeting includes a brief 

"-tbusiness session, an educa-
~ tional · presentation, prize 

-:r, drawings, refreshments and 
~an auction of items offered 
> by members. For more inf or~ 

mation, call (772) 794-3200. 
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tyler.treadway@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - If you're heading 
into a St. Lucie County public office 
this coming week, a word of warning: 
Beware the glare. 

Three county officials - Commis
sioner Chris Craft, Tax Collector Bob 
Davis and Clerk of Courts. Ed Fry -
had their heads shaved Saturday eve
ning to help raise money for the Ex
change Club CASTLE's programs for 
abused children during the agency's 
25th annual Chili Cookoff. 

It was all part of a "gentlemen's wa
ger" that Craft instigated. Because 
the commissioners' employees raised 
about $32,000 for the Exchange Club 
while the tax collector's and clerk's 
offices combined to raise about 
$26,500, Fry and Davis lost their.locks 
on a St. Lucie County Fairgrounds 
stage as a still-wooly Craft grinned 
and a crowd roared. 

Budii.en Craft issued another-cha!- . 
lenge: For another $1,000, he'd have 
his head shorn as well. 

Quickly, a hat was passed, the 
thousand raised and Craft joined the 
Chrome Dome Club. 

"Honey, I'm sorry," Craft called out 
to his wife as Davis helped barber 
(and former county commissioner) 
Denny Green with the shears and Fry 
held down the new Telly Savalas 
look-alike. 

Escaping the clippers was an obvi
ously relieved and still hirsute Coun
ty Administrator Doug Anderson, 
who had agreed on a side bet · with 
Craft that he'd have his head shaved 
if the county employees raised 
$50,000. 

That bet's already on for next year, 
both men said as they left the stage. 

Fry said his hair hasn't been as · 
short since he was · 16 and sported a 
Mohawk. Davis called the stunt "one 
of the dumbest things I've ever done," 
but noted that it "probably raised an 
extra $40,000 to $50,000" (about 
S58,500, actually) for the Exchange 
Club. 

In all; the two-day event raised 
more than $218,000. 

ERIC HASERT • eric.hasert@scripps.com 
St. Lucie County Commissioner Chris Craft, center winces as Brandon Prince, left, of Indian River Community 
College's barber and cosmetology department and Denny Green, former county commissioner, shave his head. Craft 
promised to shed his hair after the crowd donated an additional $1,000 for the Exchange Club CASTLE during the 25th 
annual Chill Cook-Off at the St. Lucie County Fairgrounds In Fort Pierce on Saturday. 

2006 CHILI COOKOFF WINNERS 
• Media Award (Outstanding perfonnance by a Media Team)- Tribune 
• Kay Sigler Memorial Hot & Spicy Award ·( Best Chili'Booth) -Harbor Federal Savings Bank 
• Jim Lam Memorial Award ( Best Chili)-1st Place-Mary Kay Cosmetics; 2nd place-Harbor Federal Savings Bank; 3rd place - QVC 
• Brenda Bidle DeWitt Memorial Showmanship Award -1st place-Indian River Community College; 2nd place'St Lucie County Tax Collectors employees; 
3rd place-St Lucie County Board of County Commissioners · 
• Chili Pepper Award (Best Costuming) - St. Lucie County Board of County Commissioners 
• Norris "Kids & Ribs" Award (Best Parade Entry) - \pdian River Community College 
, Best Stage Perfonnance Award - jndian River Community Collee~ 
• Families Rrst Award (Most Family Oriented) - Seacoast Bank 
~ Jalapeno Award (Exceptional Sportsmanship)- QVC · 
• President's Award (Most Creative Theme Interpretation) - St. Lucie County Fair Association 
• Proud to be your Bud (exceptional Teamwork)- St. Lucie County Clerk of Circuit Court 
• Chainnan's Award (Exceptional Conduct) - Riverside National Bank 
• Rookie Team Award (Outstanding ln~ial Participation)- Sunrise Carpets 
• Attaboy A1vard (Exceptional Effort) Elks Lodge 1520 
• GOV.COM Award (Best Overall Perfonnance by a government team)-St Lucie County Tax Collector 
• Tom Liguori Memorial Challenge Trophy (Outstanding Overall Perfonnance)-1st place -Harbor Federal Savings Bank; 2nd place - Seacoast Bank; 
3rd place - QVC · 
• Dr. George Hill Memorial Fund Raising Award -1st place - St. Lucie County Board of Coun·ty Commissioners; 2nd place - Norris Famous Place for 
Ribs; 3rd place - QVC 



Spice up your weekend: Chili Cookoff starts today 
·. . . . . . 5tWl' ~, {fJ't3•'90 

BY REBECCA PANOFF 
rebecca.panoff@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE -The spicY, savory aroma of vats of 
piping hot chili is the first thing that will greet visi
tors to the 25th annual Chili Cookoff. 

The event, which begins at 6 p.m. today and runs 
through SaturdaY, will mark its third year at the St. 
Lucie County Fairgrounds. · 

Admission is free, but you'll have to pay for park
ing and chili. 

Local teams, including groups from businesses, 
universities, churches and entire neighborhoods, 
come together to compete for a good cause-the Ex
change Club CASTLE's programs for abused chil- · 
dren. All the proceeds from the event go to the or
ganization each year. 

The rules are tough and participants must abide 

C 

What: Exchange Club CASTLE Chili Cook-Off. 
When: 5-9 p.m. today, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday. 
Where: St. Lucie County Fairgrounds, 15601 West 
Midway Road, Fort Pierce. 
Cost: $3 for parking; chili price is determined by indi
vidual teams. · 
Contact: (772) 465-6011. 

by the rules of the Iilternational Chili Sociecy, which 
say real chili has no beans or pasta in the recipe. 

"We follow the rules of the International Chili 
Society- there is such a thing- and participants 

· of our chili cookoff can participate in the interna
tional cookoff in Colorado," said event chairman 
Chuck Kitzmiller. "True chili, which is sometimes 

u 

called southern chili, has no beans or pasta but 
some teams cook the official chili and then cook 
other chili with beans or pasta for people to sam
ple." 

Even if chili isn't your thing, you'll still eat well. 
There '11 be a steak dinner tonight ( cooked by the In
dian River Community College. Culinary Arts Ap
prenticeship Program) tomgfit and an awards ban
quet dmner (from Norris's Famous Place for Ribs) 
Saturday. Cost for each meal is $8 for adults and $4 for 
children. 

The weekend's entertainment includes what's 
billed as the World's Largest Chili Parade, car, RV 
and motor home shows, Taylor Harris' Broadway 
Salute to the Silver Celebration of Chili, and the 
2006 Miss Chili Pepper, Mr. Hot Sauce, Little Miss 
Pepper & Ivlr. Pee Wee Pepper contests. 
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Chili cool(-off will benefit ·child~abuse 
prevention programs in Fort Pierce 

_ ·'. PBP~f-l'0 •/2, .. •0(,.. . . 

By EILEEN M. DOLAN ris's Famous Place for Ribs 
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer is $8 for adults and $4 for · 

The Fort Pierce Exchange children. For infonnatioil, 
· Club presents 'The Silver call (772) 465--6011, Ext. 36. 
Celebration of Chili" 25th an
nual Chili Cook0off, that ben
efits the Exchange Club 
CASTLE for the prevention 
of child abuse. 

The cook-off begiris 6 
p.m. Friday at the St. Lucie 
County Fairgrounds, 15601 
W. Midway Road, Fort 
Pierce. It includes the Indian, 

·ver Community College 
u ·nary s pren _1ceship 

Program special dinner ($8 
for adults; $4 children), the 
music of Sha Boom, arid the 
"Miss Chµi Pepper'.' and "Mr. 
Hot Sauce" contest and · 
crowning. 

On Saturday at 8 a.m., 
lace up your sneakers for the 
Race for the Crown! The 5K 
race is for all ages. 111ere will 
be trophies for all age groups 
in the run and medals and 
goodie bags for the walkers. 
Following will be a parade, a 
car and motor home show, 
chili cooking, .chili speed eat
ing contest, continuous en
tertainment, dancing and the 
Little Miss Pepper and Mr. 
Pee Wee Pepper .Contest. 

- The awards banquet by Nor-

Coming Friday_ 
■ Christian Womens' Club of Stuart pre
sents Tamara N ashman on "It Takes 
the Right Shoes to Make the J our
ney," and Stephen Adler, Plastic Sur
geon, 11:30 a.m. at Monarch Country 
Club, Palm City. Luncheon cost, 
$17.50. Call (772) 220-0593. 
■ Bertie Higgins, whose hit singles Key 
Largo, Just Another Day in Paradise, 
Casablanca. and Pirates and Poets madt 
him an international recording star, 
comes to the Lyric Theatre, 59 S.W. 
Flagler Ave., Stuart, 7 p.m. Tickets: 
$30 and $35. Call (772) 286-7827 or 
visit www.lyrictheatre.com. 

· ■ "The Silver Celebration of Chili" 25th 
annual Chili Cook-off to benefit Fort 
Pierce Exchange Club CASTLE. The 

.0 cook-off begins 6 p.m. Friday at St. 
~ Lucie County Fairgrounds, 15601 W. 
~ -Midway Roac:l, Fort Pierce. It includes 
_ the Indian River Community College 
• Culinary Arts Apprenticeship Pro-
2. gram special dinner ($8 for adults, $4 + children), the music of Sha Boom, 

cf 
and the "Miss Chili Pepper" and "Mr. 
Hot Sauce" contest and crowning. On 
Saturday at 8 a.m. will be the Race for 

.;n the Crown! The 5K race for all ages 
a... followed by a parade, a car and motor 

home show, chili speed eating con
test, continuous entertainment, .danc
ing and the Little fyliss Pepper and 
Mr. Pee Wee Pepper Contest. . Call 
(772) 465-6011, Ext 36. 
■ The Plane.ts; 7 and 8 p.m. Friday 
and 2 and 3 p:m. Saturdayat Indian 
River Communi College's :Halrst:tom 

anetanum, . irguua Ave., Fort 
Pierce. Is there life on Mars? Do other 
planets have hmTicanes? What makes 
up the ring of Saturn? Narrated by 

· Kate Mulgrew, Captain Janeway of 
TV's Star Trek: Voyager. Tickets are $3. 
Call (800) 220-9915. 
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LEA:DERship notes Oll.'fhteS~ -:J;urµa./ cJcj~~ 
~~s 

by: Nancy "Mom" Sailer 
Class 17 

LEADERS 
attended the 
opening, a re
treat, of the 

. 2 o o 6 I 2.0 o 7 
LEADE _Rship 
Martin County 

Program on September 8 and 9. Class . 
17 members are: Kherri Anderson, 
Petet Barh.1ska, Kathleen Breland, Rich 
Campbell, Bfake Capps, A J Chase, 
Carol Compton,Pablo Diaz, Jared 
Dusharm, JciEllen Dyer, Dennis 
Fritchie, Ryan Furtwangler, Kristen 
Gomes, Michael Haag, Reed Hartman, 

· John Justak, Howard Levy, Lisa 
Marshall; B J. Moffat, Maria Mosley, 
David Powers, Kathy Skrzypezk, Sonia 
Snyder, Gigi Suntum, and . Linda 
Weiksnar. 

Here are some of their comments "I 
thought the experience this weekend 
was awesome." "I had so much fun!" "I 
can't wait for the rest of the year." "It 
was very positive and one I will never 

forget." "A great lesson I learned is the : 
value of information." 

Thanks once again to Indian River 
Community College, for the use of its 
facility and to Alumni Facilitator Tim 
Kinane and his GREAT TEAM . 

Martin Youth LEADER.ship hosted 
our new Class 10 students and parents 
at the August 23 Orientation held at the 
Flaglei" Recreation Ceriter. 

"Getting To Know You" was the 
theme of the evening. Paren_ts learned 
more about what the program will
teach their kids and what responsibili
tles the students Will take on through 
the next nine months. 

Thanks to our sponsors, always a 
· invaluable part of the LEADER.ship 
program: Seacoast National Bank, 
Martin County School · System, 
Stuart/Martin County Chamber of 
Commerce, and LEADER.ship Martin 
County Alumni. Alumni coordinating 
the evening were Sandy Kesslering, 
Barbara.Scharlau and Nancy Sailer. 
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Consider a career in health care 
If you are looking for work, changing 

career.; or are a student investigating po
tential career.;, you owe it to your.;elf to 
investigate a career in health care. Health 
care is a huge and growing industry. And, 
as the population ages, especially in F1ori
da, career.; in health and related fields 
will continue to expand. 

While the industry employs doctor.;, 
nur.ies, surgical technicians and other di
rect-<:are practitioner.;, it also employs 
computer technicians, accountants, secu
rity, housekeeper.; and other.;. Liberty 
Medical, for example, the nationally-k
nown health seIVices and equipment pro
vider in Port St. Lucie, has an extensive 
computer department as well as a 
well-paid sales force . . 

One great way to find out about edu
cation and jobs in the industry is to meet 
industry educator.; and employer.; at the 
largest medical career fair on the Trea
sure Coast. TI1e annual Medical Expo is 
this Wednesday. This year, Indian River 
Community College (IRCC) is hosting the 
event for Scripps Treasure Coast News
paper.;. 

· "We're really looking forward to doing 
this career fair at Indian River Communi
ty College," said Karn Storey, director of 
hun1an resources at Sebastian River Med
ical Center. "IRCC degree programs are a 
great match for our needs." 

"Going to IRCC is a great opportunity 
for us to meet students who are just fin
ishing their schooling as well as students 
who are just starting to investigate health 
care," she said. 

C 

. Storey will be one of the recruiter.; at 
the fair. 

"We don't have a lot of positions but 
we are gearing up ·for season. And we are 
looking to fill mostly clinical and licensed 
positions," said Storey. 

"Like the Marine Corp, we're looking 
for a few good people," she added, laugh
ing. 

Storey likes to talk one-on-one with 
high school and college students as well 
as career changer.; at these fair.;. It gives 
her a chance to talk about fields that are 
grO\ving and help steer students into the 
jobs with the most potential. 

"And it gives us a chance to make that 
first connection," she said. 

Sebastian River \vill be joined at the 
Medical Expo by Martin Memorial Health 
Systems, another hospital group. 

There are plenty of great reasons to 
work in a hospital, said Angie Metcalf, di
rector of human resources and learning at 
Martin Memorial Health Systems. 

"We offer a good working environ
ment and good benefits," she said. 

You get the health insurance you 
would expect in a healtl1 care workplace, 
said both Storey and Metcalf. As well as a 
flexible schedule. 

"There is a lot . of flexibility in the 
schedule . to meet your needs," noted 
Storey, who listed variable shifts, per 
diem, seasonal work and otl1er options. 

"We have people who only work for 
us in season or on weekends," Metcalf 
added. Other.; work three, 12 hour shifts 
1vith four days off each week. 

Still otl1er.; work those shifts at night 
so they get home to see their kids off to 
school in tl1e morning and are home 
when the kids get off the bus. 

And a hospital is good place to start a 
career and work your way up. · 

"We have tuition reinlbuisement so, if · 
you start (for example) as a Patient Care 
Technician, we 1vill pay up to 75 percent 
of your tuition for nur.;ing school," Met
calf explained. "It's a great place to start a 
career if you don't have the money for 
school." 

And the highest-paid jobs in health 
care require at least some college. Be
cause the Expo is being held on a college 
campus, this will be an opportunity to ex
plore local training programs. 

Several training programs, including 
nur.iing and several in-demand technician 
programs, can help put students into jobs 
paying more than $20 and hour in under 
two year.;. 

"I think anyone who wants to look at 
health care as a career should attend," 
Jane Cebalak, dean of Health Sciences at 
IRCC told the Job Source last week. 
"Since it_ is being held on our campus, if 
they need training they can investigate 
the allied:health programs we have avail-
able." '. 

The l\>ledical Expo is tllis Wednesday, 
Oct. 25, from 10 am to 3 p.m. It 1vill be 
held at the Healtl1 Science Center, Build
ing H, on the Indian · River Community 
College Main Campus, 3209 Virginia Ave
nue in Fort Pierce. 

I 
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Education Foundation of Indian River County 

Breakfast kicks off First Days 
· 45 c,.,..-,/J.,_,L.I. 1rt/11A.rle_s ,,, ➔~~ 
·• ~ ' . 

~~ 
New teachers Stephanie Rosellen, Vivana Espinoza, Jane Steinbrecher; 
(back) Janet Farmer and Chris Hackett are welcomed to the First Days 
kick-off breakfast sponsored by the Education Foundation at the Indian 
River College Richardson Center. The event was underwritten by First . 
People's Bank. 

C . . .. 
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Local United Way chapters prepare for 2006-07 campaigns 
In case you were thinking if you'd 

seen one United Way you'd seen ·tilem 
all, you'll have to rethink tilat. There 
are close to 1,400 United Way chapters, 
not all in tile United States. There is a 
United Way of America, which offers 
all kinds of support services and works 
on tile big picture of charitable giving, 
but each chapter is a local entity inde
pendent of tile UW A. 

In Indian River County, tile chief ex
ecutive is Michael Kint, witil an 
18-member board, full-time staff and 
volunteers. The 2006-07 campaign kicks 
off Nov. 15 witil an event at tile Rich
ardson Center on tile Indian River 
Community College campus. A dollar 
figure won't be set until October, but 
last year's campaign had a goal of $2 
million. and brought in $143,000 more 
tilan tilat by March's Thank You cele- . 
bration. 

While tile United Way has traditional 
fundraising techniques, tilis year Bill 
Penney, co-chairman of United Way of 
Indian River County, has picked a doo
zey. He celebrated his 50th birtllday by 
roller-blading 50 miles, earning a tidy 
$5,000 for tile organization. 
. In his day job, Penney is executive 

vice president and senior loan officer at 
Marine Bank and Trust Co. He also 
chairs tile Indian River County Eco
nomic Development Council and is 

C 
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serving his second term on tile United 
Way board. His campaign co-chairman 
is Alan Polackwich, executive vice pres
-ident and general counsel at Riverside 
National Bank. 

United Way supports 37 healtil and 
human service programs in Indian 
River administered by 30 local partner 
agencies. United Way added five part
ner agencies tllis year: Big Brotilers/ 
Big Sisters, Economic Opportunities 
Council, Hibiscus Children's Center, 
Homeless Family Center and Treasure 
Coast Homeless Services Council, said 
campaign director Michelle Herbold. 

Workplace campaigns are part of tile 
campaign tilat officially kicked off Sept. 
1 and will continue through tile fall. 
Herbold has more information. Contact 
her at (772) 567-8900, ext. 14. 

In St. Lucie County, tile 2006-07~cam
paign chairman, Paul Hiott, kicked off 
his campaign Sept. 19. He had not an
nounced tile fundraising goal at press 
time. 

Richard Levine, chairman of tile 
Martin County campaign, chose a 

unique way to kick off his group's ef
forts: an all-day affair. at Macy's in tile 
Treasure Coast Square· mall. Levine is 
vice president and general manager of 
tilat store. 

He combined tile kickoff witil Macy's 
"Shop for a Cause" day, when mall visi
tors could find out about tile United 
Way of Martin County's agencies' pro
grams. The announced fundraising 
goal: $2.2 million. 

HELPING GIFFORD YOUTH 
When businesses get involved, good 

tilings can happen. Gifford Youtil Activ
ity Center will upgrade its computer 
lab, tilanks to tile McDonald's. Mary 
Ann and Josse Conrado, who owns two 
of tile restaurant chain's outlets in Vero 
Beach, and Soraya Rivera-Moya, from 
tile regional office of Ronald McDonald 
House of Soutil Florida, presented 
GYAC officials witil a check for $10,000 
earlier this montil. 

GYAC assists about 400 young peo
ple witil an after-school academic en
hancement program. 

LE BAL MASQUE 
Toyota of Stuart, Providence Corp., 

Title 2000, Florida Commercial, Cloud
space, Rinker Materials, Riverside Na
tional Bank, Harbor Federal Savings 
Bank, Proctor, Crook & Crowder, and 

u 

Culpepper & Terpening are among tile 
businesses supporting United for Fami
lies' first gala fundraiser, Le Bal Mas-· 
que. The event will be Oct. 28 at PGA 
Country Club, St. Lucie West. Call (772) . 
398-2920 for information and ask Chris
tina Kaiser about making Christmas 
special for a foster child. 

PAJAMA PARTY 
It takes a lot of businesses to pull off 

a pajama party, so it's a good tiling 
Downtown Friday in Vero Beach has a 
bunch for its 12tll anniversary celebra
tion Oct. 20. The spotlighted charity for 
tile evening is Literacy Services. 

Corporate sponsors are Treasure 
Coast Harley Davidson of Stuart, Long 
Branch Saloon of Vero Beach and In
dian River Auto Wholesalers Inc. Co
sponsor is Indian River National Bank. 
Underwriting sponsor is starwear.us, 
and community sponsor is Treasure 
Coast Rotary Club of Vero Beach. 

Media sponsors are tile Press Jour
nal, Vero Life, and Treasure & Space 
Coast Radio. Presenting sponsors are 
Main Street Vero Beach and Soutilern 
Eagle-Budweiser. 

Call (772) 563-2308 or (772) 234-4412 
for information on exhibiting. 

Willi Miller writes about nonprofit organiza
tions. Contact her at caritsea@bellsouth.nel 



Martin County 
resident Dick 
Roland adds his 
opinion regarding 
the proposed 
dredging project 
for Manatee 
Pocket by placing 
dots under areas 
of concern at a 
public workshop · 
held at Indian 
River Community, 

• College's ,Chas
tain campus in 
Port Salerno. · 

Staff photo 
by S'iva Goodman 

Citizens weigh in on 
canal dredging project 

· . . . /4-11~ 7111 !h,,,,/-IAJ,,, 1k.1-v.5 
BY S'1vA Gooi>MAN 
Staff writer · 

. PORT SALERNO - One of the . 
most important waterways to the 
marine.industry of Martin Coun
ty is slowly filling up with muck. 

Manatee Pocket, a waterway 
extending off of the st: Lucie 
River in Port Salerno, has been 
the topic of discussion lately 
among residents and business 

. owners who say the waterway is 
becoming impassable by boats 
and manatees because sediment 

· has settled in the pocket. 

"This project is long, overdue," 
said Dick Roland, a resident of 
the area for 23 years. "There has 
been a big change in the quality 
of the water and deptl1." · 
· He . added · the safety of tl1e 

manatee is very important. 
"Their numbers are dwindling, · 

and that's sad." 
More than 100 residents and 

business owners gathered 
Wednesday, Oct. 4, at tl1e Chas
tain 'campus of Indian River 
Community College_ in Port 

t See PROJECT, AB 
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Hometown News 

P • · t muck on the bottom of the sioners voted earlier ' this 
f OJ e:c.. . · canal contains some tax.it- year to dredg¢ · Manatee 

From .page AL? ·: , ' >' . ·.. · · elem~nts, .~. , · \ ~nc;l~~J;}g Pocket, an estimated $12.7 
· _. · ,'.," /7 _. .· \,:,;~·."• ',i · . .. . ar~emc, n;iaking d1sposal9f. million project ·The esti-
Salerno, where Tefra'Teth ': . the soil a difficulftask. : ' mated size of the channel 
EC, ~n . engineedng com~ · The . shailqw . f<;mditions would stretch :_ 100 feet 
pany hired by the county are keeping larger vessels. widf:l and lOJeet deep. 
to coordin~te .. : the project, from· reaching biisiness¢s'':- Representatives of Tetra 
presented ;firidings of . a in the channel. 13.ut _some · Tech opened dialogue to 
survey done ih February. ·. of the 1'esidents a:i1f;J~1it a~ the public, asking for input 

Water and . . soil- quality ' ,concerned ~tht '· the . regarding details of the 
information· was present- ' alJsence , of manatees, ; dredging. •· ·· 
ed, as well a~ :the fact' that . whic_h are also incaP,~ble of Attendees were given 
some areas m ithe,pocket passmg through the shal- five colored dots, which 
are less .thah 5 feet deep.: ' . low \:Vaterway. . ; · · / :. ·., they could place on a 
· Soil samples revealed the Martin County Commis.- ·. board outJining nine con-

. · • • · '
1 

· · · cerns they,) hayhave abo.ut 
the project. , ·. '/,'-·. 

Topics that -received the 
most dots included: 
♦Completing the dredg-

ing as quickly as practical. 
♦Developing a coordi

nated dredging program 
that allows local business
es and property owners to 
piggy back county efforts. 
♦Improving . the water 

quality of Manatee Pocket. 
♦Improving the naviga

tion. 
The consulting firm rec

ommended that the coun
ty apply for state and fed
eral grants to help fund the 
project, but had no answer 
as to what to do with the 
contaminated soil. 

Jodi Mills, who lives on a 
narrow canal branching off 
of the pocket, near Chap
man's School of Seaman- · 
ship, said she is concerned 
about the manatees. 

"We see manatees all the 
time. We are enjoying a 
family of three right now, a 
mother, a teenager and a 
baby," she said last week. 'T 
hope the people who are a 
part of this project realize 
how important manatees 
are to this area and the 
state of Florida:" 

She added that the quali
ty of water has declined in 

Friday, October 13, 2op.§.: 

past years. , 
"We have had a strang~ 

algae growing on the shore 
for the past three to foµr 
days. I don't know where~ l}. 
came from or why it ~f!i:. 

· there. But,. we need to 
clean 'the water for out. 
children's s~e." ·. ....~ 

Stuart Sailfi~h Club res~ . 
dent Betty Olhges agreed:---" 
. "The water · is · dirfy i 

because of the disi::hargf!s 
(from Lake Okeechobee']fJ 
It used to be 9 feet ·dee.tfl 
and crystal clear," · said, 
Mrs. Olliges, who coorflib . 
nates · the Junior Anglfet[ 
Tournament, a fishiijg~ 
tournament for underpriVJI 
ileged children. ;! d! 

"It certainly isn't any.I! 
more," added Mrs. MillsP 
"There isn't a single fish 0iW 
the - canal right now. ~• 
used to see fish jumping ai1-:. 
day and hear them -at'! 
night." · · -:lit 

The two residents said' 
they absolutely suppc:itt' 
the dredging project. ;1s, 

"Who wouldn't want cleafiJ 
water?" mlked Mrs. Olliges1J ir. 

Other residents at tf.ie 
meeting said their coricef.n! 
lies with the impact tlie' 
increasingly shallow canal 1 

has had on inarine bmffJj 
nesses; which help dri\@ 
the economy of the couritfl 

Boats are not able 'to., 
reach the businesses· futli 
ther . into the chann'eJfi 
which depend on the boatv· 
traffic. ,;:,11; 

. Tetra Tech represenf,a1,'1 
tives say a plan should bet 
offered to the county tiy~ 
the end of the year. ·, i::, 

q':~ 
For mpre informatidtt,l 

visit the · Web sinf> 
www.~anateepo~ketpro-
ject.com. •::,F 

,r!'.i 

Goodman@hometowJ;l~~ 
newsol.com , · i ~-- -.· 
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Editorial: Press Journal thumbs up, thumbs down 

October 7, 2006 

THUMBS DOWN: 

PILING ON IN SEBASTIAN: Not content with the prospect of triple-digit pay raises, Sebastian City Council members are 
angling for hefty increases in their monthly expense accounts, too. 

On Wednesday, the council will consider a proposal to boost its monthly expense accounts to $300. This combines the current 
$50 allotment with the council's recently approved $200 amount, and throws in another $50 for good measure. 

Council members say this deal, which matches the perk given to City Manager Al Minner and City Attorney Rich Stringer, is 
justified by higher gas prices and expenses. In fact, it's a blank check, because council members don't even have to account 
for their local outlays - and they can tap into a separate fund for out-of-county travel. 

Also Wednesday, the council is scheduled to vote on a lucrative pay package to boost monthly salaries 183 percent (to $850) 
for council members, 200 percent (to $900) for vice mayor and 122 percent (to $1,000) for mayor. These follow 100 percent 
pay hikes approved in 2000. · 

Thankfully, any salary increases must be ratified by Sebastian voters. Perhaps sensing public resistance, is it possible that the 
council sees their padded expense accounts as a way to offset potential rejection at the polls and fatten their wallets anyway? 

At a time when city employees and taxpayers must make do with modest (or non-existent) pay hikes - while bearing the 
same rising costs that council members whine about - "public servants" should set an example of personal fiscal restraint, 
not grasp for every dollar they can. 

What will it be, council? 

THUMBS DOWN: f /' ~ ~ ~ .J I) u 01. tl. / IP · 7 -tJ (p 

NOT SO FAST: A little creativity goes a long way, and sheriff's deputies may be going over the line in their zeal to nab 
speeders. 

It's not enougl1, apparently, to radar-gun motorists from patrol cars. Now deputies disguise tl1emselves as surveyors and run
of-the-mill workers along the roadside. 

The latest twist appeared on College Lane recently when an officer laid down in an open van and, using what looked like a 
pair of binoculars, zeroed in on motorists. A uniformed deputy stationed down the road would get a signal from the van, wave 
over the speeders and write them up. 

Using similar undercover tactics, deputies posting as surveyors have positioned themselves near schools to corral their prey 
- after the drivers had blown through the school zone. Does that make sense? 

None of this excuses speeding, but whatever happened to simply parking a patrol car along the road and catching violators 
the old-fashioned way? The new ticket-writing program, which requires two deputies (and two vehicles) instead of one, is, as 
one Indian River Community College student put it, "shady." 

Does such sneakiness build respect for lhe law? It's hard to see how. 

THUMBS UP: 

http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/cda/arlicle_pri nt/0, 1983 ,TCP _24460_5048404_ARTICLE-DE. .. l 0/9/2006 
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GENIUS GRANT: Nearly as prestigious nationally as Nobel prizes are internationally, the annual awards presented by the 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation herald achievements and the potential for major achievements in a wide 
variety of lields. 

Among this year's recipients is a deep-sea explorer from Florida, Edith "Edie" Widder, a lormer senior scientist at Harbor 
Branch Oceanographic Institution and co-founder of the Ocean Research and Conservation Association . 

A marine biologist with a Ph.D. in neurobiology, Widder joined Harbor Branch in 1989 where she became director of the 
bioluminescence department and designed the "Eye in the Sea" deep-water camera used during an expedition that 
photographed the first known fluorescent shark. 

Mark Fitzsimmons, associate director of the MacArthur Fellows Program, said officials chose Widder for her creativity and 
success in collecting data and working with fellow oceanographers. 

Her $500,000 "genius grant" brings more attention to the Treasure Coast as the emerging Research Coast. As the honor 
shows, Widder is one ol the best. 

THUMBS DOWN: 

POOR PLANNING: Don't get bitten by a coral snake. That's the lesson driven home by the problems of an area woman bitten 
by one of the gaudy reptiles. 

She received at least six doses of the antivenin specific to the snake and is recovering , but authorities said there is a sort 
supply of the vital medicine. 

The problem shows a need to boost the supply of antivenin for the species of coral snake found in South Florida. The problem 
seems to be that not many people are actually bitten by coral snakes which, unlike rattlesnakes and moccasins, have to bite 
and hang on a bit before the poison can be injected. 

This means there is not much incentive other than a humanitarian one for protecting against the infrequent crisis. Maybe this 
is an argument for government to produce the antivenin and stockpile it. Are health officials paying attention? 

• Comments 

Copyright 2006, TCPalm. All Rights Reserved. 
,~·;.::tj;;;-,L_ __ . 
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O-PAIN, NO-GRl;'-JD, NO-SHOT PERFECT SMILE .* 
THE N . . , st uurtclcntuls/1<1.rnm For a lifetime uf healthy smdcs • tu~w .. 

(772) 287-2338 
725 SE Osceola Street 

·-. ----. RITA 
«_~ MEDWID DDS, PA :/_,lif_:-. DENTAL HEAL 1 1-1 SPA 



IRCC presents 

Euripides' 

famous Greek 

tragedy, 

"Medea" at 8 

p.m. Oct. 4-7 and 
·, 

· a matinee at 2 ·. 

p.m. Oct. 7 at 

the IR.CC 

Wynne Black 

Box Theatre, 

Main Campus, 

3209 Virginia 

Ave., Fort 

Pierce. Tickets 

are $12. For 

C 
more inform-

atiori call (772) · 

462-4750 or (800) 

220-9915. 
INDIAN RIVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE • Posted on Yourhub,com 

Medea's vengeance toward the infidelities of her husband, Jason, fuels 
the classic Euripides tragedy, "Medea." 

THEAT~R AND DANCE ..A,_ 
~I., /\/.l,w5 \O•(e ~ 

Always ... Patsy Cline: Preview at 8 p.m. 
today, "opening" at 8 p.m. Saturday at 
Riverside Theatre, 3250 Riverside Park Dri
ve, Vero Beach ( performed in the Anne 
Morton Theatre), (800) 445-6745. Tickets 
$31, $32. Through Nov. 12. 
Lend Me a Tenor: Ken Ludwig's comedy 
opens at 8 p.m. today and runs through Oct. 
22 at the Henegar Center, 625 E. New Haven 
Ave., Melbourne, (321) 723-8698. Tickets 
$20 adults, $18 students (321) 723-8698 . . 
Sllowtimes 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 2 
p.m. Sundays. 
Medea: Greek tragedy at 8 p.m. today and 
Saturday, 2 p.m. Saturday at Wynne Black 
Box Theatre, Indian River Community Col
l~ 3209 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce, (800) 
220·9915. Tickets $12. 
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IN THE THEATRE 

Photo courtesy of IRCC drama department 
The cast of 'Country Cruising' gather around audience members in this mystery, may
hem and mirth dessert show. presented by the jRCC's drama .department. The cast 
includes, from left to right, Toni Karam, Nick Carter, Aub'rey Via, Jillian Lopes, Colleen . 
Goodnough, Vanessa Jones and Ryan Carl. 

IRCC presents an 
evening of mystery 

and de~sert 
t-lC Holl-t/tJ,;> }.¥~ J0•.27-ol, 

Join the Indian River 
~ommunity College Fine' 
Arts Department on a 
cruise to murder. 

This audience participa
tion mystery will be per
formed at IRCC campuses 
throughout the Treasure 
Coast. 

Nine suspects will pro
vide plenty of clues to 
investigate in this unique, 
interactive case. Audience 
members will laugh, wit
ness a crime, and help 
solve the mystery, all while 
enjoying a gourmet 
dessert. _ 

This touring perform
ance of"CountryCruising" 
will be performed at 
IRCC's Wynne Black Box 
Theatre at the Main Cam
pus in Fort Pierce and 
IRCC campuses in Vero 
Beach, Stuart, Okeechobee 
and St. Lucie West. 

A choice of desserts will 
be served at Intermission, 
with coffee or tea. Tickets 
are $ 17, including the 
show and refreshments. 
Country Cruising will be 
cruising to the Wynne 
Black Box Theatre Oct. 27, 
at 7 p.m. and Oct. 28 at 2 
p.m and 7 p.m. 

This cruise will go on 
tour to an IRCC Campus 
near • you. On Oct. 30, 
Dixon Hendry Campus in 
Okeechobee; Oct. 31, 
Mueller Campus in Vero 
Beach; Nov. 6, Chastain 
Campus in Stuart; and 
Nov. 7, St. Lucie West Cam
pus in Port St. Lucie. All 
tour performances are at 7 
p.m. 

The Wynne Black 13ox 
Theatre is located at the 
IRCC Main Campus at 
3209 Virginia Ave., in Fort 
Pierce. 

Tickets to this night of 
mystery, mayhem, and 
mirth will sel/ out quickly. 
Call the IRCC Box Office, 
Monday through Friday, 1 .I 
a.m. to 3 p.,n., at (772) 462-
4750 or toll-free at 1 (800) 
220-9915 to reserve your 
passport for "The Best 
Ranch Sailing the Seven 
Seas." 
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IRCC Fine Arts Department Presents 
An Evening of Mystery and Dessert 

0 l<e.e.cl,obee T(«-r<: 5 ,o,JIJ.O{/vews Release 
· Come join the Indian Rive~ willbecru!singtotheWynneBlackBox 

£ommunily College Fine Arts De- TheatreOctober20,21,23,26,27,28at 
partment as they take you on a cruise 7 p.m. and October 28 al 2 p.m. 
lo ... murder! If you think you're a Thiscruisewillgoonlourtoan 
regular Sherlock Holmes, then you lRCC Campus near you; October 30, 
won't want to miss this audience Dixon Hendry Campus in 
participation · mystery to be per- · Okeechobee; October 31 , Mueller 
formed at IRCC campuses through- Campus in Vero Beach; November 6, 
out the Treasure Coast. Nine sus- Chastain Campus in Stuart; and No-
pects will provide plenty of clues to vember 7, St. Lucie West Campus in 
investigate in this unique, interac- Port St. Lucie. All lour performances 
tive case. Audience members will are at 7 p.m. 
laugh, witnessacrime,andhelpsolve The WynneBlackBox Theatre 
the mystery, all while enjoying a is located at the IRCC Main Campus 
gourmet dessert. at 3209 Virginia Avenue in Fort 

This touring performance of Pierce. Tickets to this night of mys-
"Countty Cruising" will be per- lery, mayhem, and mirth will sell out 
formedatIRCC'sWynneBiackBox quickly so get your tickets today! 
Theatre at the Main Campus in Fort Call the IRCC Box Office, Monday 
Pierce and IRCC campuses in Vero through Friday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 
·Beach, Stuart, Okeechobee and St. 462-4750 or toll-free at 1-800-220-
Lucie West. 9915 to reserve your passport for 

A choice of desserts will be "The Best Ranch Sailing the Seven 
served at Intermission, with coffee or Seas" and enjoy an evening that is 
tea, foronly $17, including the show entertaining as well as delicious. 
and refreshments. Country Cruising 

L-R: Toni Karam, Nick Carter, Aubrey Via, Jillian Lopes, · Colleen 
Goodnough, ,Vanessa Jones, Ryan Carl. The people sealed at the table 
are audience members. 
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SPECIAL EV.ENTS O . 
· · -,,, buoe- / -~7. Ol, 

The Planets: An astral documentary film 
narrated by actress Kate· Mulgrew of "Star 
Trek: Voyager," at Indian River Community 
College Hallstrom Planetarium, 3209 Virginia 
Ave., Fort Pierce, 7 and 8 p.m. today, 2 and 3 
p.m. Saturday (and Nov. 17-18) Tickets $3. 
Heritage Day: Performances from River
side Children's Theatre, Busch Wildlife 

· Sanctuary and more 9 a.m.-2 p.m.' Saturday 
at Pocahontas Park, 214014th Ave., Vero 
Beach, (772) 770-2263. Free. 

Upcoming 
Pineapple Festival: Nov. 3-5 on Ricou 
Terrace, Jensen Beach, (772) 334-7755. 

· Cook & Glenn ( with Jeff Cook of Alabama) 
performs at 8 and 9:45 p.m. Nov. 4. Local 
performers include Boss Groove, Hurri
cane Hawk & the Invaders, Bobby & the 
Blisters. Hours: 6 p.m. -midnight Nov. 3, 6 
p.m.-1 a.m. Nov. 4, 1-8 p.m. Nov. 5. Admis
sion $10 Nov. 3 and 4 ($15 after 6 p.m. Nov. 

· 4), $3 Nov. 5. · 
Hobe Sound Hoedown: Nov. 4, 6:30-10:30 
p.m., St. Christopher's Parish Hall, Hobe 
Sound, (772) 546-4724. Music by Steel Pony. 
Sebastian Clambake Lagoon Festi
val: Nov. 4-6, Riverview Park, U.S. 1 at C.R 
512, Sebastian, (772) 589-1403. Hours: 2-9 
p.m. Nov. 3, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Nov. 4, 10 a.ni.-6 
p.m. Nov. 5. Free. · 
Veterans Day Parade: 10 a.m. Nov. 11, 
downtown Stuart. 
Visiting Nurse Association Stu.art 
Air Show: Nov. 11-12, W[tham Field, Stuart. 

ART EVENTS 

Vero Beach Art Club: Art in the Park 
(members' show and sale), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Sunday at Humiston Beach Park, Ocean Dri
ve and Beachland Boulevard, Vero Beach, 
(772) 231-0303. Free. 
First Thursday Gallery Night: The Arts 
Council of Martin County annual 5-8:30 p.m. 
Thursday with receptions, music and more 
at 21 art galleries from Hcibe Sound to 
Jensen Beach. Free; call (772) 287-6676. 
See martinarts.org for details and gallery . 
map. 

Upcoming 
Holiday Craft Festival: Juno Beach, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Nov.10 and 11. Free. 
Jupiter National Art Festival: A 
Howard Alan Event, Nov. 18 and 19, Abacoa 
Town Center, Jupiter. 
Second Sunday Art Exhibit: Jensen 
Beach Art League, 10 a.m. -4 p.m. Nov. 12 at 
the Elliott Museum, Stuart. 

THEATER AND DANCE 

Always ... Patsy Cline: Musical through ' 
Nov. 12 at Riverside Theatre, 3250 Riverside 
Park Drive, Vero Beach (performed in the 
Anne Morton Theatre), (800) 445-6745. 
Tickets $31, $32. At 8 p.m. today and Satur
day, yVednesday and Thursday, 2 p.m .. Sat
urday and Sunday, 7 p.m. Sunday. 

Country Cruising: An audience partici
pation mystery at 7 p.m. today and Satur
day, 2 p.m. Saturday at Indian River Com
munity College Wynn·e Black Bo~. 3290 Vir
ginia Ave., Fort Pierce, (800) 220-9915. 
Tickets $17, includes coffee, tea and 
dessert. 
Chlldren's Letters to God: A-touring 
musical at 7:30 p.m. today, 4 and 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, 4 p.m. Sunday at the King Center 
for the Performing Arts Studio Theatre, 
3865 N. Wickham Road, Melbourne, (321) 
242-2219. Tickets $30.50-$36. 
And Then They Came for Me -
Remembering the World of Anne 
Frank: At 7:30 p.m. today and Saturday at 
Martin County High School, 2801 S. Kanner 
Highway, Stuart, (772) 219-1800. Tickets $5 
students and seniors; $10 adults. 
Angel Street: Patrick Hamilton's thriller 
opens at 8 p.m. Thursday and r.uns through 
Nov. 9, St. Lucie Community Theatre's 
Pineapple Playhouse, 700 W. Weatherbee 
Road, Fort Pierce. Tickets $15. 
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SCH l NEWS 

·Auditions scheduled 
f95~b!¼!~i~J ,ltg[s 

Young actors will have 
.. the opportunity to audi
-tion · for two fall theatrical 
·. productions with the I.o.difill 
· ~ver Comm uni* College 
edorming Arts cademy. 
· At 6 p.m. Tuesday; stu

. dents ages 9-17.are invited to 
audition for Oklahoma Jr. in 

. : the chorus room of the McAl
: pin Fine Arts Center on the 
· college's main campus, 3209 
Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce. 

chorus room, the Produc
tion Workshop for students 
ages 10-17 will be auditioning 
for Falling from Trees. Per
formances will be at 7 p.m. 
Dec. 1 and 2, and 7 p.m. Dec. 
2 in the Wynne Black Box 
Theatre. 

. For information on class~ 
es, auditions or academy 
performances, call (772) 
462-7695. 

Performances are sched
. uled for 7 p.m. Dec. 15, and 
. 2 and 7 p.m. Dec. 16 at the 

. .. · 6eee. -:r-1NS 

Youth Symphony,,~"' center. ·· 
At 6. p.m. Oct 9 in the 

in concert at IRCC 
FORT PIERCE - The Treasure 

Coast Youth Symphony will be in 
concert at the Indian River Com-

1munity Colle~e MCJ\lpm Fme Ar_ts 
Center on t e mam campus m 
Fort Pierce on Monday, Nov. 6, at 
8p.m. 

These young local players 
from area schools will present a 
variety of orchestral selections 
from Bach to Beethoven to con
temporary pop classics. The 
orchestra will be under the direc
tion of IRCC Fine Arts instructor 
Dr. John W Enyart. 

Youth Performance Workshops: \I:!: 
dian River Community College Performing 
Arts Academy otters workshops special· ~ 
izing in dance (ages 3;17), music (ages 
6-17), theatre (ages 6·15), musical theatre 
(ages 9-15) and visual arts (ages 10-15). S:-. 
Reasonably priced private and group in- & 
struction after school classes. Perform· 
ance opportunities. (772) 462-7695. 
If your class is ncit listed, you may need , 
to update the listing. Email to yesdesk@s-. 0 
cripps.coin; please put Classes in the t\. 
subject line. You may also call the Yes t:-i 
Desk at (866) 894-9861 for more informa- 1-t 
lion. ~ 

Tickets cost $4 and may be 
purchased at the IRCC box office 
at the McAlpin Fine Arts Center, 
Monday through Friday between 
11 a.m. and 3 p.m.; or by tele
phone with VISA, MasterCard or 
American Express. 

The IRCC McAlpin Fine Arts 
Center is located on the main 
campus at 3209 Virginia Ave. in 
Fort Pierce. 

For information, call the IRCC 
box office toll-free at 1-800-220-
9915. 
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Kate Mulgrew narrates 'The Planets' at Hallstrom Planetarium 
Take a space voyage across 

the solar system and beyond 
when Indian River Communi

. ty Colrege's Hallstrom · Plane
tarium presents the world pre
miere of "The Planets." Nar
rated by Kate Mulgrew, Cap
tain Janeway of T.V.'s "Star 
Trek: Voyager," "The Planets" 
is an original production writ
ten and directed by Planetari
um Director Jon U. Bell. Made 
possible by a grant from the 
South Eastern Planetarium 
Association, the show also fea
tures an . original electronic 
musical arrangement of Gus
tav Holst's "The Planets" by 
world-famous composer Jonn 
Serrie. 

With the most up-to-date in
formation, "The Planets" takes 
audiences on a grand tour of 
the solar system to see amaz
ing images of our neighbor 
worlds. Fly along the "Grand 
Canyon of Mars," and stand at 

C 

the edge of the 10-mile-high ice 
cliffs of Uranus' moon, Miran
da. Find out how our solar sys
tem crone to be, and wh~ther 
there are other solar · systems 
out there in the stars. 

"The Planets" will be shown 
at planetariums across the 
southeastern U.S., but will 
have· its debut here in Fort 
Pierce. Viewers will be 
whisked ·off on this· fabulous 
adventure on Oct. 27 and 28 
and Nov. 17 and 18. Show 
times are Fridays at 7 and 8 
p.m. and Saturdays at 2 and 3 
p.m. Tickets are $3 and may be 
purchased in advance or 30 
minutes prior to show times at 
the IRCC Box Office. 

For tickets call the IRCC 
Box Office, Monday through 
Friday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
toll-free at (800) 220-9915. 

FAST TRACK TO TEACHING 
To combat the teacher short

age, IRCC has established an 

Educator Preparation Institute 
(EPI) to fast track individuals 
with a bachelor's degree into 
teaching. The program en
gages students in nine courses, 
including field experiences to 
prepare for classroom teaching 
and to obtain professional 
state certification at an accel
erated rate. 

Anyone interested is invited 
to an .Educator Preparation In
stitute Information Meeting on 
Thursday . at 6 p.m. in the 
Kight Center for Emerging 
Technologies at the IRCC 
Main Campus. The Kight Cen
ter is located off 35th Street 
and Virginia Avenue in Fort 
Pierce. For more information, 
call the IRCC Information Call 
Center at (866) 866-4722. 

BAZAAR SEEKS VENDORS 
Vendor· space is available 

now for the 26th Annual Holi
day Bazaar presented by the 
IRCC Chapter of Delta Epsilon 

Chi, (DECA), a student busi
ness organization. The Bazaar 
will be Nov. 18 from 8 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. at the IRCC Main 
Campus in Fort Pierce. Hun
dreds of craft and gift items 
will be on sale. 

Each year the bazaar pro
vides a forum . for iRCC stu
dents to apply various skills 
learned in the classroom. IRCC 
business students plan, coordi
nate, and organize the holiday 
event. For more information 

· or to reserve vendor space, 
please call the IRCC Call Cen
ter at (866) 866-4722, ext. 7660 . 

Compiled by Michelle Abaldo, direc
tor of Institutional Advancement, In
dian River Community College 
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IRCC'S Hallstrom Planetarium 
presents new show 

Take a space voyage across the solar · 
system and beyond when Indian River 
Community College:s Hallstrom Plane
tarium presents the world premiere of 
"The Planets." · 

Narrated by Kate Mulgrew, Captain 
Janeway of TV's "Star Trek: Voyager," The 
Planets is an original production wr.itten 
and directed by planetarium director Jon 
U. Bell. Made possible by a grant from 
the South Eastern Planetarium Associa
tion, the show also features an original 
electronic musical arrangement of 
Gustav Holst's "The Planets" by world
famous composer Jonn Serrie. 

With the most up-to-date information, 
The Planets takes audiences on a grand 
tour of the solar system to see amazing 

. images of our neighbor worlds. Is there 
life on Mars? Do other planets have 

. hurricanes? What makes up the rings of 
Saturn?What lies beyond Pluto? Get 
answers to these fascinating questions 

www.HometownNewsOL.com 

ArtsNotes 
and more. Watch a comet collide with 

. Jupiter. Fly along the Mariner Valley, the 
"Grand Canyon of Mars," and stand at 
the edge of the 10 mile-high ice cliffs of 
Uranus' moon, Miranda. Find out how 
the solar system came to be, and 
whether there are other solar systems 
out there in the stars. 

The Planets will be shown at planetari
ums across the southeastern U.S., but 
will have its debut in Fort Pierce. Viewers 
will be whisked off on this adventure on 
Oct. 27, 28 and Nov. 17 and 18. Planetari
um show times are Friday evenings at 7 
p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday afternoon show 
times are at 2 p.m. and 3. p.m .. Tickets are 
$3 each and may be purcb.,~~ed in 
advance or 30 minutes pdd'r to show 

. times at the IRCC box office. 
Planetarium shows are recommended 

for adults and families with children 
ages 4 and over. The Planetarium's 
temperature is maintained at 72 degrees 
for the benefit of the system's optics and 
electronics. Visitors may want to bring a 

· sweater or jacket. 
· For tickets call the IRCC box office, 

0 

Monday through Friday, 11 a:m. to 3 
p.m., toll-free at (800) 220-9915 . 
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Arts and entertainment 
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. SPEC!AL EVENTS 

Downtown Friday: Musib by Southern . 
Jam Band, pajama costume contest, chil
dren's activities and more 5:30-8:30 p.m. · 

· today at 14th Avenue and 20th Street, down
town Vero Beach. Free. 
West Fest: Family event at Town ofTradi
tioh, 1-95 at Gatlin Bouievard, Port St. Lucie, 
5:30-9 p.m. today with live music by Reme
dy, games, crafts and more. Free 
Martin County Sheriff's Office 
Rodeo: At 7:30 p.m. today and Saturday at 
Timer Powers Park, Indiantown, (772) 220- . 
7000. Tickets $10 advance, $13 at the gate. 
Under 6 free. 
The Planets: (An astral documentary film 
narrated by actress Kate Mulgrew of "Star 
Trek: Voyager,") atlndjan River Community 
Colle e Hallstrom Planetarium, 3209 Vir
ginia Ave., Fort Pierce, 7 and p.m. today, 2 
and 3 p.m. Saturday (and Oct. 27-28, Nov. 
17-18)Tickets $3. 

Thursday, Nov. 2 

♦ Plant Propagation for_· 
the Beginner: Learn to 
ptopagate from seeds~ cut-· 
tings division and air lay-· 
ering. Nov.2, Tliursday,_·':':l 
Flagler Recreation Center,·<"'i 
Stuart, 5:30-7 •p.m. Free:}
and open to the public:· ~ · 
For additional information' ~ 
call (772) 288-5654, or e 0 ' ~ 
mail · ' ~ 

Burkey@;Jas.ufl.edu :·, ~ 
♦Star Parties and Open' ~ 

. House: Join us as a new \Ji 
season of sky shows begfri_: ~ 
Free open house featuring' ¼ 
guided tours of the nigqt' ~ 
sky and viewing through; ~ 
telescopes, courtesy of the· 
Treasure Coast Astronomi-' 
cal Sodety, weather per-·: 
mitting. From 7-9 p.m., iri: 
the Hallstrom Planetari-' 
um, main campus of IRCC 

! in Fort Pierce. · 

. .fl\U-l ~tt-~ 

'The Planets' debuts at IRCC planetarium 10·~·~'-

Frlday, Saturday: Take a space voyage across the solar sys
tem and beyond when Indian River Community Collefe's 
Hallstrom Planet~rilim presents the world premiere of '7ie 
Planets. Show times will be at 7 and 8 p-1n. Friday and 2 and 
3 p.m. Saturday. Other.dates are Oct 27 and 28 and Nov.17 
and 18. Tickets are $3 and may be bought in advance or 30 
minutes before the show. Call the IRCC box office .at (800) 
220-9915 from 11 a.m. to ~ p.m. weekdays. 
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Expert in uiriV~ty• NPif 
·stations ·. taking WQC:S helm 

Madison_ Hodges will succeed.Jim Holmes as station manager. 

. By'TERESA LANE , ,, ._ . ·_._ ::_ operating the station that long," said 
,Palm Beacl1 Po,st Staff;',yriter: . - , : , Hodges, {58. , \'This.is a terrific: oppor-

FORT PIERCE _:......... For 30 years, Madi- , tunity to ·gain new audiences for public 
son Hodges.has studied public l'adio, · radio, given.the terrific growth in that 
trained station managers and taught. area."' · . 
broadcast journalism in college, Hodges said he has no specific 
but , there's one goal he never quite changes in mind for the station or its 
achieved~ until now. _ programming, but would like to gauge 

Hodges, who heads a nonprofit audience· needs on the Treasure Coast 
group in Tallahassee that reJ)resents and co1itinue to cultivate new listen~ 
university National Public Radio sta- ers. 
tions, will take over as station man- Holmes, who has been at the helm 
ager of WQCS-FM 88.9 next month of WQCS for 22 years, has said about 
as longtime Manager Jim Holmes 45 percent of the station's million-dol
retires. lai:-plus budget comes from listeners' 

Licensed to: ndian Rive1: Commu- donations, with the rest coming from 
pity College)ri,Fort_Pierce, Q 'S as · state and fe~t;ral g1:ants and IRCC. . 
always been a favonte of Hodges, who . IRCC officials w11111old a recept10n 
admits he's had his eye on the station for Hodges from 2:00-4:30 p.m. Nov. 
for some time. 9 at the WQCS studio on the campus 

"It made me feel comfortable that 
s_omeone like Jrn has bee1i. there SeeWQCS, 58 ► 

'PAu1 ~ "ft!:>$,-
10. ,e, ,Zoo'-

. Station's share as high as third 
► WQCS from 1B 

of the college. Officials said 
Hodges' status as a nation
ally recognized expert and· 
consultant to public broadcast 
stations made him an ideal 
candidate_ to replace Holmes. 
· "Madison Hodges' exten
sive experience in public 
broadcasting at the national 
level and knowledge of grant 
funding for public radio will 
serve as an exceptional as
set for WQCS," said Johnny 
Moore, IRCC vice president 

WQCS reaches 70,000 
listeners a week along · 

the Treasure Coast. 

of student affairs and general 
manager for WQCS. 

Hodges will be responsible 
for managing daily WQCS op
erations, ensuring the station 
operates in the public inte1a. 
est, offers programming not 
available through commercial 
stations, and fulfills its role as 

the region's emergency broad
cast system. 

The station's 100,000-watt 
signal beams classical and 
jazz music, local and inte1a. 
national news and such NPR 
favorites as Morning Edition 
to 70,000 Treasure Coast lis

. teners weekly. 
Its market share has 

ranked it as high as third 
place among the 28 radio 
stations between Vero Beach 
and West Palm Beach. 
® jill_taylor@pbpost.com 
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Hodges to take 
overasWQCS 
manager Nov. 6 

Even before Madison Hodges 
takes over next month as manager of 
WQCS, 88.9 FM, the nationally rec
ognized expert on public broadcast 
stations is already getting a grasp on 
issues that matter to Treasure Coast 
leaders and local residents. 

"I know il's an area that's under- · 
going a lot of change - a lot of de
velopment," said Hodges, 58. "Clear
ly the importance of the bio-tech
nology industry that's been created 
there is important to the area." 

Hodges, who recently served as 
executive director for the Universi

ty Station Alliance in 
Tallaliassee - a non
profit organization 
representing Nation
al Public Radio affili
ates licensed lo col
leges-will begin his 

Hodges new post Nov. 6 to re-
. place station manger 

Jim Holmes, who is retiring after al
most 23 years. 

Hodges will manage daily WQCS 
operations and ensure the station 
operates in tl1e public interest. 

About 70,000 people a week tune 
into WQCS, an award-winning Na
tional Public Radio affiliate li
censed toJndian River Community 
College that features public affairs 
programming, classical music and 
serves as an emergency informa
tion outlet during crisis situations. 

Hodges said he won't implement 
any sudden changes lmt will have a 
keen eye toward how to shape the 
station's future. 

'Tm not saying that there's any 
specific changes that I'm there to 
recommend," he said. "I think we 
need to find that out as we do some 
audience studies and find out what 
else is of interest to people." 

With 30 years of locnl and nation
al public broadcasting experience, 
Hodges said he intends to rely on his 
"ability to listen carefully to what 
people are saying. 

"I'm going to be doing a whole lot 
more listening and trying to fine! out 
what the strengths of the stations 
are, the strength of the staff and 
what ... Indian River Community 
College is interested in. I'm excited 
to be there because it's a tremendous 
area witl1 so much growth going on." 

Holmes, who is moving to Live 
Oak, said he's known Hodges for 
more than 20 years and lauded his 
extensive broadcast experience. 

"He's a great guy and a very tal
ented broadcaste1;" Holmes said. 

CHARLIE WILSON DEPARTS WTTB 
Charlie Wilson, best known as 

the news voice for w1·rn 1490 AM, 
recently quit the Vero Beach sta
tion to head up the marketing fil'm, 
Media Arts Group. Wilson pro
duced news reports for sister sta
tions WGYL 93.7; WJKD 99.7 and 
WOSN97.1. 

According lo Treasure & Space 
Coast officials, the radio cluster is 
currently seeking a news directm: 

If you have news about the local media 
scene on the Treasure Coast. contact 
Melissa E. Holsman al (772) 221-42_13 or by 

e-mail at melissa.hols111an@scripps.co111. 
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/ IRCC::~~dio names new station 111anager 

_, ,,, .. ,; . . 

Madison Hodges has been named station manager 
for WQCS, 88.9 HV1,· !ndian River Community Colle~~'s 

> .. public r~dio stat;iqn, . ;\-',-:./ · ·· · . 
.. He brings· Ihot~_;than _;3(f years of local and national 

public: broadcas~ing experience to his new ·position. A_ 
nationally recognized'expert and consultant to public 
.broadcast stations, he most recently served as execu-= 

' . 

tive director for the University Station Alliance in Talla
hassee, a nonprofit organization representing NPR sta
tions licensed to colleges. 

Mr.· Hodges will fill the position being vacated by Jim 
Holmes, who is retiring after 22 years as WQCS station 
manager. 
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Two new voices 
join WQCS 88~9 FM 
FOR HOMETOWN NEWS 

. /"-4 -d~ 

Weather and Florida 
wildlife ha_ve a lot in 
common and on WQCS 
88.9 FM, they are two 
new features offered . by 
the local public radio sta
tion. 

Sherry Bowen, •· Indian 
River Community Col

: ~e associate professor 
.· · will be serving as . a new 
: :··'. w!=!ather voice on the 

Treasure Coast, and 
Sandy Bogan, executive 
director at the Oxbow 
Eco-Center in northern 
Port St. Lucie, will nar
rate a . new one-minute 
vignette, "On the Wild 
Side." 

Ms. Bowen, a certified 
meteorologist, admits 
she is a Weatt1er Channel 
junkie. 

"The Weather Charinel 
is always on my TV," she 
said. 

.Ms. Bowen is a science 
faculty member who 
teaches anatomy, physics 
and 1i1icrobiology. She 
has spent moi·e than 30 

. years in medical lab 
technology before com-
ing to IRCC. . 

For WQCS, Ms. Bowen 

· will be keeping listeners 
· up-to-date on storms 
that could affect the area 
and during the storms 
she will be part of the 
reporting crew at WQCS. 
Her assignment is to 
make the weather practi
cal for listeners. 

Already on the air is a 
new one-minute · 
vignette, "On the Wild 
Side," which . will bl::! 
rotated through the 
broadcast schedule. 

· Sandy Bogan, education 
and outreach manager 
for the. Oxbow Eco~Cen-

. ter in northern Port St. 
Lucie, will provide 
reports on animals rang~ 
ing from the giant mana
tee to siy foxes, to inter
esting little insects like 
cicadas and butterflies. · 
Ms. Bogan came to . the 
Oxbow facility w,hen it 
opened five years ago . . 

WQCS is a public radio 
station licensed to Indian 
River Community Col
lege. The station serves a 
listening area frorn 
northern Palm Beach 
County to Melbourne. Its 
format is news, informa-

. tion prog'ramming and 
classical music.' 
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Public radio manager 
-~igns off after 21 years 
Jim Holmes has led WQCS 
f!zrough several dramatic 

· transitions. 
> 

By SHARON WERNLUND 
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

: : FORT PIERCE - During his 21 
years as manager of public radio 
·station WQCS, Jim Holmes has 
been a faithful listener to the sta
tion - even in his sleep. 
· ·: The radio in the Holmes house
hold is tuned to 88.9 FM and never 
turned off for news, community 

• programs, weather, public service 
announcements and calendar of 
events. With classical musical as 
'60 percent of the format, Mozart 
and Chopin often have serenaded 
him to slumber. 

• .· : ':As a station manager, I feel I'm 
responsible for the signal," says 
Holmes, 62, of Fort Pierce. "We 
have sensors today if something 

• happens but it's a habit that I 
:started when I was first hired in 

• December 1985. I may not hear 
the radio at 3 o'clock in the morn
ing, ~ut I ~?uld wake up if there 
was. silence. i .- · 

Sjl:,:nce will be gol~n when he 
+ 

retires next month. He and wife, 
Lynda, are moving to a 21-acre 
ranch in Live Oak in northern 
Florida where livestock instead of 
Bach may be his new wake-up ca11. 
Raising goats instead of ratings is 
a real possibility, says the father of 
two, whose son Jamie is a weekend 
anchor for WPTV Channel 5 in 
West Palm Beach. 

The leap from award-winning 
journalist and veteran broadcaster 
to farmer is not that much of a 
stretch. Holmes grew up in a rural 
town in Ohio where his father and 
uncle were mink ranchers. 

Behind a graying beard, he 
grins, ''You can't take the farm out 
of the farm boy." 

Still, there's a lot of journal- · 
ism in his blood, too. During his 
tenure, the radio station, which 
is. licensed to Indian · River Com
munitv College m Fort Pierce, has 
won more than 100 local, state and 
national awards for programming 
and community service . 

WQCS, the state-designated 
· Emergency Alert System for the 
Treasure Coast, was presented the 
2005 Friend In Need Award for its 

t>AULJ. MILETTE/ Stall photographer 

Jim Holmes was station manager in 1994 when WQCS moved from an 
See HOLMES, 58 ► attic to thi.s 6,000-square-foot, $1.6 million building. 

u 
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Radio station stayed beacon during storms 
► HOLMES from 1B 

outstanding coverage of Hur
ricanes Frances and Jeanne. 

The National Association 
of Broadcasters Education 
Foundation recognized the 
station for more than 400 
hours of on-air time, includ
ing 10 days of 24-hour cover
age before, during and after 
the storms. 

Holmes, whose home was 
damaged severely; lived at 
WQCS for three weeks to 
keep the station up and run
ning during the area's mas
sive power outages. 

"The only time we went 
off the air was around mid
night for about two minutes," 
he says. "What happened is 
we had become a refuge for 
all the TV people. They came 1 

in and overburdened our 
generator. 

"I went flying like a wet 
hen back there. Fortunately, 
we got right back up." 

While running the radio 
station, Holmes has been a 
broadcaster and reporter, too. 
His signature voice is easy to 
recognize for a community 
program, station promo or 
a public service announce
ment 

In 1993, Holmes won an 
Ohio State Award and As
sociated Press Award for his 
documentary on child abuse 
in which he conducted 32 
interviews and spent four 
months investigating the is
sue on the Treasure Coast 

In 2000, The Associated 
Press awarded first place 
to his report on the deaf 
culture and deaf students in 
the St Lucie County School 
District 

He received a Silver Addy 
in 2001 for Treasure Coast Ret
rospedive, a series he wrote 
of more than 200 one-minute 
vignettes of historical facts 
and personal interviews with 
longtime residents. 

He also has led the radio 
station through an incredible 
metamorphosis. 

When it made its debut in 
March 1982, WQCS was oper
ating out of a cramped attic 
on the IRCC campus. In 1994, 
he and the crew moved into 
a $1.6 million, 6,000-square
foot facility with state-of-the
art studios built with a state 
grant 

"It's been like a caterpillar 
evolving into a butterfly;" he 
says. "The life of the station 
has always remained the 
same but the technology has 
changed so dramatically over 
the years. We've changed 
from records to compact 
discs to digital audiotape. 
Now everything is in hard 
drives in the computer." 

The number of listeners 
~kyrocketed in 1986 with 
the construction of a 500- . 
foot tower, paid for through 
a federal grant, that boosted 
the station's signal to 100,000 
watts. 

No longer limited to St 
Lucie County; WQCS reaches 
a weekly audience of more 
than 70,000 listeners from 
Palm Beach International 
Airport to north of Mel
bourne; from Okeechobee to 
Sebring. 

"We've ranked as high 
as Number 2 in the market 
among the 28 radio stations 
in Martin, St Lucie, Indian 
River and Okeechobee coun
ties," Holmes says. "And as 
high as sixth in the nation." 

Holmes also has been in
strumental in boosting the 
image of WQCS as a trusted 
and reliable source for break-

0 
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ing news - local, national 
and international. 

On several occasions, reg
ular programming has taken 
a back seat to major events 
such as the Sept 11 terror
ist attacks, the Challenger 
crash, both gulf wars and the 
Port St Lucie wildfires. 

"I think NPR really 
came to the forefront of the 
American experience in the 
2000 presidential elections," 
Holmes says. "The Gulf War 
was certainly another time. 
CNN did a wonderful job on 
TV, but we didn't have any 
competition. 

"Locally, we emerged from 
just a college-run radio sta
tion to an important source 

for news." 
Edwin Massey, IRCC 

president, has known Holmes 
for 21 of his 33 years at the 
community college. 

"Under his leadership, 
WQCS has become one of 
the most respected stations 
in our region and throughout 
the state," Massey says. "Jim 
is a professional, a man of in
tegrity and I am proud to call 
him my friend." 

In 2000, Massey presented 
WQCS with the President's 
Cup, the college's highest 
honor. 

WQCS, which airs NPR 
favorites such as Mon1i11g 
Edition and All 17zings Con
sidered, operates on a $1.4 

million budget 
Local listeners have kept 

it in the black, which is com
forting given recent efforts 
to slash funding for public 
broadcasting. 

"We could not have sur
vived without the community 
being §trong," Holmes says. 
"Seventy-six percent of our 
budget comes from listeners, 
corporate underwriters and 
revenues from our tower." 

The station rents out 
space on its antenna tower to 
cellphone companies. 

With his retirement just 
weeks away; Holmes, a for
mer anchorman and news
paper reporter, is proud to 
have spent the last leg of his 

u 

career with public radio. 
But even he isn't certain if 

the transition from leader to 
listener will be a smooth one. 

"I think that National 
Public Radio is perhaps this 
country's greatest, intellec
tual gem. It ranks right up 
there with the BBC at its 
height in the '50s. Quality, 
objectivity; thoroughness," 
he says. 

"Whether I will be able to 
completely divorce myself 
from that, I don't know. That's · 
going to be a decompres
sion for me. There are three 
public radio stations within 
driving distance from the 
ranch." 
@sharon_wemlund@pbpostcom 
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MONDAY CHAT /o-9._0(; 
With Jim Holmes 

LocalNPR 
station 1nanager 
looks back · 
BY MELISSA E. HOLSMAN 
111elissa.hols111an@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - As Florida Public 
Broadcasting System managers gather 
today to pay tribute to Jim Holmes, 
general manager of public radio stabon 
WQC.!i, the veteran broadcaster discussed 
his pending retirement and the legacy he 

leaves after almost 23 years 
as chief of the local NPR 
affiliate. 

Q. What sort of legacy 
wi.11 you leave behind when 
you depart in November? 

Holmes A. I'd like to think that. 
WQCS has become a trust

ed source of local, state and national 
news, an unbiased source, not exploitive 
and civil iii tone - which too often is 
missing in today's world. 

Q. What role did you play in making it 
possible to remain on the ail; providing 
continuous coverage during the hurri
canes that have ravaged the area in the 
last three years? 

A. We designed the facility based on 
worst-case scenario. I designed the build
ing with th a tin mind-so that the studio 
area was totally insulated from damage, 
.. . and the tower was designed to take 
150-mph winds if need be. 

Q. What ;i.ccomplishments will be key to 
your legacy? 

A. I'd like to think WQCS is seen as a 
real strong advocate of the arts ai1d 
cultural groups. we·ve been very good 
about promoting local artists. 

Q. What at WQCS makes you particu
larly proud'! 

A. '!'he oral history·project (in which 
WQCS has traveled the 'rreasure Goast, 
collecting stories from residefifs about 
their lives.) We are just starting to see the 
benefits of that. 

We're telling good stories today. But the 
real value isabout50yearsdown the road. 

Q. ls the station, licensed to ·Indian 
River Commun_!!y College.. ·in good 
financial shape? 

A. I'm proud of the fact that I'm not any 
kind of financial drain on IRCC's educa
tional resources. I've always tried .. . to 
keep the radio station as fmancially 
strong _as possible, so the money that 
IRCC gets can be used in the classroom to 
teach our kids. 

Q. Do you think that financial stability 
will continue? 

A. If community support continues, 
with listener donations and corporate un
derwriting, we're fine. 

Q. Any thoughts you'd like to pass on to 
your successor? 

A. I'd think it would be presumptuous of 
me to ... put forth any opinions like that. 
l;msure whoever the next manager is will 
be very concerned about serving the com-
1riunity. .. . You don't go into public radio 
unless you're really interested in serving 
the community. 



Locally-producedHalloweenradio play airs Sunday 
. . . ; . . . I <11?lf ')l, t0 · Z6 ·0q 

. Photo provided by WQCS 
Mark Fierman, left, Pamela Rochowiak and Peter Squires appear 
in "The Hound of the Maskervilles." · 
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BY BILL DEYOUNG 
· bill.deyoung@scripps.com 

·- FORT PIERCE - For Lisa Stewart, produc-_ · 
•ing, directing and editing a 30-minute radio 
drama wasn't nearly as hard as ignoring the 
actors . 

. Airing Sunday on WQCS-FM, "The Hound of 
· the Maskervilles" is a one-act :Halloween play 
· by Helen Louise Miller, part thriller and part 
comedy. Stewart, who does the station's 
"Sports Minute" broadcasts, also teaches dra
ma at Fort Pierce Central High School. 

But this was no ordinary audition. 
"We are such a visual societY," Stewart 

says, "lam 32, I don't know life outside of tel
evi;;iori. It was so important that I did not see 
the.se people before they spoke to me. I intro
duced inyself and actually instructed them 
not to speak. 

''And when they went into the studio and 
started their reads, I turned my back to them. 

( \ v 

What: "The Hound of tlie Maskervilles." 
Where: WQCS-FM, 88.9, . 
_When: 6 p.m: Sunday.· · 

I closed my eyes and listened to their voices. 
And I dressed them; I'd give them an appear
ance and a face. And that voice would have to 
go with what I pictured. After that, then it was 
OK for me to exhale." 

Stewart read 137 people at the late-spring au
ditions, and cast 14 in "The Hound of the 
Maskervilles." The next locally-produced seg
ment of the public radio station's "Theatre of 
the Mind" series, Dickens' ''A Christmas Car
ol," will air in December. 

Orice again, the voice was more important 
than the appearance. "Tiny Tim," Stewart 
says, "is played by a 9-year-old girl. So there 
you go." 
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PREP EXTRA 

Treasure Coast 11eeds 111ore referees 
DECLINING NUMBERS 

The number or referees 
registered with the Florida 
High School Athletic 
Association Is dropping 
across the board. Here's a 
look at the numbers from 
2004 and 2006. 

Officials are recruiting 
students to bolster the 
thinning ranks of refs 

BY ERIC PFAHLER 
~ric.pfal1 ler@scripps.~om 

How many yards does a foot
ball team get penalized for a 
false start? 

A:20. 
B:10. 
C:5. 
For Duke Schneider's stu

dents .at St. Lucie West Centen
nial High School, this could bea 
valid test question. (The answer 

is C.) In an effort to develop 
more high school sports officials 
on the Treasure Coast, Centen
nial has a class for those inter
ested in becoming referees. 

"I felt like being an ex-official · 
that we didn't have enough 
young people getting into the of
ficiating caree1;" said Schneide1; 
who serves as the boys basket-
ball coach at the school. · 

Sport 
Football 
Soccer 
Volleyball 
Baseball 
Softball 
Basketball 
Wrestling 

2004 
1,909 · 

1,114 
698 

1,270 
922 

2,076 
279 

2006 
1,803 
1,081 
726 

1,155 
916 

2,058 
237 

The addition of three public 
high schools on the Treasure 
Coast in the past decade has 
brought more athletic events, 
and the number of referees is no 

ALEX BOERNER, al ex.bocrner@scripps.co111 

Referee Larry Torchia, center, huddles with the rest of 
the officiating crew before the Sebastian River-South 
Fork game last week In Sebastian. Torchia has 35 years 
of experience as a referee. 

• Referees still can register for 
. winter and spring sports. Num
bers provided by the FHSAA. 

See REFEREES, page C6 

"The problem is that our area has added a lot of new schools recently. 

The demand exceeded the supply." 

Dick Daniels, Treasure Coast Officials Association president· 

MATTHEW RATAJCZAK• mallhcw.rnlajczak@scripps.co111 

St. Lucie West Centennial basketball coach and teacher Duke Schnelder discusses referee testing 
in his officiating class at the high school. With a growing shortage of officials In high school sports, 
schools like Centennial are taking the initiative with classes designed to Increase lnteres~ In 
becoming a high school sports official. 
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Officials sl101tage gettiI1g worse 
REFEREES REFEREE COMPENSATION 

FROM PAGE Cl 

longer matching tile need. 
"The problem is tlmt our 

area has added a lot of new 
schools recently," Treasure 
Coast Officials Association 
president Dick Daniels said. 
"The demand exceeded the 
supply." 

The TCO/\ has almut lGG ol'. 
ficials, many of whom work 
multiple sports. 

"The TCOA · docs an out
standing job, but they're just 
cul real short," Centennial ath
letic director John Messina 
said. "We don't want to get to 
desib'lJating certain sports for
certain nights, but we might 
have to." 

This (s not just a problem on 
the Treasure Coast, eitl1er. The 
Florida High School Athletic 
Association also is having 
trouble keeping referees across · 
the state. Since 2004, every 
sport but volleyball has de
clined in number or registered 
olTicials. The number of regis
tered football officials has 
droppecl from 1,909 lo 1,803 
s ince 2004. 

"I never say we don't neecl 
any more olTicials," said De
r, a r vise Thornton, th e 
FHSM's senior clirector of 
athletic operations ancl offi
cials. "Football does well. Foot
ball is .a popular spoti. From 
there you have to do a little 
more recruiting:· 

Poor compensation, lack of 
dedication ancl unruly fans are 
some of the reasons officials 
believe that young people are 
not relilJing the ranks. 

"Young people, for whatever 
reason, don·t want to put in 
the fime," 'I'COA .Footliall 
Booking Commissioner Stan 
Moyer sa id. "ll'.s not just walk
ing on that fielcl Friclay night 
ancl going to a ballgame." 

The FHSM is trying to 
combat the problem by recruit
ing students · ror its officials 

Here's a look at what high school officials make per varsity . 
game. Referees officiating district, regional and state 
tournament games get more money for those events. 

Sport season District Region State 
Baseball' $50 $53 $55 $60 
Basketball' $50 $53 $55 $60 
Flag football $33 $36 $38 $43 
Football'" $60 , $60 $66 $75 
Soccer' $46 $48 $50 $55 
Softball" $45 $48 $50 $55 
Swimming and diving NA NA NA $55 
Track and field NA NA NA $55 
Volleyball $40 $44 $48 $54 
Water polo $35 $38 $43 $45 
Weightlifting'" NA NA NA $65 
Wrestling"" $55 
• Fees are less if three officials cover the game. 
• • Referees for state semifinals are paid regional fee. 
""Based on 10 hours of work. 
""Wrestling is paid based on day worked during tournament, with 
$115 paid for the first day of districts and $162 paid for the first day 
of the state finals. 

· · Sour·ce: Numbers provided by the FHSAA. 

program. Stuclents can join the 
FHSM mentor program at 16. 
The TCOA also has its own 
mentor program, which pre
pares prospective referees for 
tl1e FHSM rules exam. 

It · takes about two to three 
yea.rs for new referees to call a 
varsity game. Before tlmt, ref
erees call youtl1 and junior 
varsity games. Varsity officials 
rarely are younger than 21. 

Referees must pay between 
$250 to $300 for fees and equip
ment before tl1ey can earn any 
money working games. Refer
ees can make up lo $60 for a 
varsity football game, tl1e max-

. imwn amount allowed for an 
FHSA/\ regular-season game. 
The officials also get 60 cents 
per mile for one car one way 
per game. 

"I a lways tell young people 
that you can probably make 
more money working at 
McDonald's," Moyer saicl. 
"You probably do it more out 
of a love for the game." 

Schneider's class, which is 
not affiliated with a mentor 
program, has 22 boys and 

three .girls. St. Lucie Cow1ty 
has an aller-school class in the 
works that could be led by 
Port St. Lucie athletic director 
Danny Ninestine, who has ex
perience as an umpire and offi
cial. Martin and Inclian River 
counties do not have any 
classes forming in high 
schools. 

Centennial junior Kelli Sit
er, 16, is the type of stuclent the 
FHSM is looking for. Though 
Siter did not take Schneicler's 
class, she took a two-week 
class in August at mlian Riv
er Community College am ms 
worked non-sanctioned games 
at the middle-school level. 
When she turns 17, she will be 
enrolled ollicially into the 
TCOA mentor program. 

"I originally started playing 
soccer about two . yem-s ago, 
but I was too olcl (for recrea
tion leagues)," Siter saicl. "l 
still wanted to be involvecl in 
soccer. 

"I see it as a real job. Even 
though you're only out there 
for two hours or so, you work 
your butt off." 
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JUNIOR COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL 

Indian River gets 
new head coach 
Ron Jacobs' five-year tenure ends ·as Susan 
Bradley is hired one day after the Pioneers' 
season ended. 

BY LISA RIDDLE 
lisa.riddle@scripps.com 

,Indian River Community 
College. replaced women's 
volleyball 
coach Ron Ja
cobs with for
mer Florida 
State player · 
Susan Bradley 
on Wednesday, 
~ day after the Jacobs 
. team ended its 
season. 

"The team's moving in a 
different direction," ' IRCC 
athletic director Scott Kim
melman said. 

Jacobs coached the Pio
neers the past five seasons, 
beginning in 2002 . . IRCC had 
a 95,5s record during that 
time and reached the state 
tournament in 2002 and 2003. 

The team ·was 13-21 this 
season, the Pioneers' first los
ing record under Jacobs. 

"Yesterday, I was very 
· hurt," Jacobs said by phone 
Thursday afternoon. "But 
I'm OK now. Some things 
made me wonder this year if 
I would be fired. I'm just try
ing to salvage the club volley
ball we started last year. I felt 
the club made a big differ
ence in the area at the high 
school level." 

Bradley, wife of IRCC 
swimming coach Frank 
Bradley, took over the post 
Wednesday, according to 
Kimmelman. 

"She comes from a back
ground of a very well-di.sci-

plined coach," Kimmelman 
said. 

· Bradley played volleyball 
four years at FSU. She was a 

team leader 
when the Semi
noles won the 
1998 Atlantic 
Coast Confer
ence champion
ship, · and she 

Bradley earned All-ACC . 
honors · that 

year. 
While at FSU, she received 

the Golden Nole award, given 
to the team's most valuable 
player . . 

Bradley has been involved 
in club volleyball instruction 
since she graduated · froni 
FSU in 1998 with a psycholo
gy degree. 

She was head ~oach for an 
18-and-under travel team in 
Tallal1assee for two seasons 
and also was a club coach in 
Colwnbia, S.C.; and with the 
Indian River Volleyball Acad
emy in Fort Pierce. 

Bradley serves as a 1::areer 
specialist at IRCC. 

Jacobs, who did not play 
volleyball · in college, started 
the Indian River Volleyball 

· Academy in January. He 
plans to starf a Fort Pierce
based club program under a 
different name this winter -
the Sunrise Volleyball Acade
my. 

· If recruiting goes as 
planned, he expects 150 play
ers this season. 



ALONG THE 
TREASURE COAST 

Helping 
hands lift 
IRCC 
Two players combine 
for 44 assists in a win 
over Broward· 
~L-· tJuv<;, · ID-·,~ ·ck, 

. From staff reports. 
Jessica Culligan had 23 

assists and Toni Rich had 
21 assists as the Indian Riv
er Community College vof
leyball team won a big 

. game on the road with a 
30-18, 16-30, 30~25, 30-21 
Southern Conference win 
over Broward CC in Davie. 

Renee Klingler added 16 
kills and Courtney Oxen
dine had · 12 kills for the 
Lady Pioneers (11-12 over-
all, 3-4 conference). · · 

Indian River plays in the 
Miami Dade Invitational to
day at 11:30 a.m. against 
Florida Commw1ity College 
of Jacksonville. 

Volleyball academy to have 
informational 1»~tBJ1~

0 
.2,~~ 

BY RON JACOBS 
Posted on YourHub.com 

Informational meetings for 
the Indian River Volleyball 
Academy will be Nov. 6 and 
13 in the Kight Center on 
Indian River Community Col
J.ege's main campus in Fort 
Pierce. . 

Indian River Volleyball 
Academy is motivated to im
prove the level of volleyball 
on the entire Treasure Coast. 
IRV A will be offering teams 

. in the 12-w1der, 14-under, 
16-under and 18-under divi
sions sanctioned by AAU and 
USA Volleyball, 

IRV A is also looking for 
more coaches with previous 
playing or coaching expe
rience. Training will be pro
vided to all coaches through 
USA Volleyball, and new 
coaches will be teamed with 

What: Indian River Volleyball 
Academy meetings. 
When: 7 p.m., Nov. 6 and 13. 
Where: Kight Center, Indian 
River Community College, · 
3209 Virginia Ave., Fort 
Pierce. 
Contact: (772) 462-7763, 
rjacobs@ircc.edu or visit the 
Athletics page at www.ircc. 
edu. 

experienced coaches or 
players. · 

More information can be 
obtained from the Athletics 
page on the IRCC Web site, 
www.ircc.edu. 

Information can also be ob-· 
tained from Ron Jacobs, head 
volleyball coach at IRCC and 
director of IRV A, by e-mail at 
rjacobs@ircc.edu or by phone 
at (772) 462-7763. 



JUNIOR COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL 

IRCC gets back on tracl{ 
. l~rom staff reports kills and six digs for IRCC . 

Jessica Culligan had 15 as
sists, seven kills and seven 

- digs, and Merritt Henderson 
· · _ had 10 digs _ and five aces 

Tuesday to lead the Indian 
River volleyball team to -a 

·· 30-26, 30-18, 30-24 win over 
· Lake-Swnter. 

"It was a very good team 
effort for us," said IRCC 
coach Ron Jacobs. "The' next 
two matches will determine 
weather we go to the state 
tournament." 

Renee Klingler added 10 

-Indian River (9-12) plays 
host to Brevard at 7 p.m. 
Thursday. 

Area events 
'CtillEG~\iQ~LEYBALL _ 
7 p.m. Brevard CC at~ 

'DQG.RACING 
_ 12:40 p.~ . ,Palm_ Beach Kennel Club 

· lftjl_~S.E;R4CJN(i'_,1,;. ---
: 12°:50 p.m. Calder Race Cours·e 

l_Ji\EAl!C 1 ·t· .. , ... 
Noon ·. . . . Miami Jai-Alai 
7 p.m;_ - ·.oania Jai-Alai 

'COLLEGE SOCCER 
5 p.m. Men: Florida Tech 

at Palm Beach Atlantic 
7 p.m. Women: FiaglerCollege 

at Palm Beach Atlantic 

;e_ollE,GE\'PlLEY.BALl " . 
3 P:rrl· ____ _ _ Flagler at Lynn 
7 p.m. --- Florida Guii coast 

!P._·m: 
7 p.m. 

at Palm Beach Atlantic 
Northwood at Lynn 

· · Paim Beach CC ·· 

at Indian River CC 

(772) 462-4 706 

(561) 683-2222 

(800) 333-3227 

(305) 633-6400 
(954) 927-2841 

(561) 803-2529 

(561) 803-25_29 

· (561) 237-7272 
(561) 803-2529 

- (561) 237-7272 
-(772i 462-4706 
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Stimmell' s FastPitch wins Fall Splash championship 
Team _defeats Royal 
Pal_m Beach Storm 3-1 . 
to win title · 

BY LAWRENCE GREEN 
Posted on YourHub.com 

The Stimmeli's FastPitch 
16-and-under softball team cap
tured the recent Fall ·splash 
Tournament championship by · 
defeating the Royal Palrri 
Beach Storm> 3-1, in the cham
pionship game played at Lan
gford Park in Jensen Beach. 

The Stimmell's team is com
posed of girls from . Martin 
County High School's softball 

· program. 
The team has now captured 

tlie ·championship title in two 
of the three tournaments that 
they have participated in. 

In the semifinal game, they · 
defeated the Jensen Beach 

G 

.· 
Wildcats, 6-5, in extra innings. 
Katie· O'Donnell pitched a com
plete game in getting the win. 
She finished the day with a 

. r~cord of 2-0, also shutting out 
the Northstars, 6-0, in ·· the 
opening round. 

In the championship game, 
Shannon Seman pitched an 
outstanding . game, limiting a 
strong Storm team to only one 
run. 

The team plans to play in 
the IRCC Fall League · be
ginnmg m November. . 

The team: is sponsored by 
Stimmell's Sport Shop, U.S. Pa
verscape and Forward Electric. 

They are in need of other 
sponsors . to help defray the 
·cost of equipment and tourna
ments. 

If you are interested, please 
call Larry Green at (772) 
283-4655 or Bill Kenney at (772) 
260-7705, 

LAWRENCE GREEN • Posted on YourHub.com 
The Stimmell's FastPitch 16-and-under softball team won its second title in three tournaments. 
Team members include, kneeling from left, Llz Alford, Kri_sten Trusley, Shannon Seman and Nicole 
Kenney; and, standing from .left, Tiffany Pelella, Danielle Green, Stephanie Howard, Jo Jo Pape, 
Katie O'Donnell, Crystal Sands and Lindsey Chiarelli. · 



ALEX BOERNER• alex.boerner@scripps.com 
Martin County senior Taylor Vander Ark, background, 
prepares to do a dive during practice at the Coral 
Springs Aquatic Complex In Coral Springs. 

G 

HIGH SCHOOL EXTRA 

For area divers, it's a solitary pursuit 
· . ~,r Ntiw;, 10-1i-oi, 

BY LISA RIDDLE 
lisa.riddle@scripps.com 

Taylor Vander Ark performs a 
dive at Martin County's pool, 
swims to the ladder, exits, and 
climbs aboard the springboard 
again. 

There is no waiting line for Van
der Ark. She, like many divers in 
the area, is the lone competitor. Im
provement in the sport of diving on 

the Treasure Coast is often more No Treasure Coast high school tunities for team bonding. 
about trying to best yourself than has its own diving coach, and the "Sometimes you dive by yourself, 
trying to best opponents. area has only nine competitive and it gets to be pretty boring. It's a 

"I want some more people to divers. Seven are from St. Lucie social activity," he said. "Even 
compete against," said Vander County, two are from Martin Coun- though you're part of a swim team, 
Ark, a senior at Martin County. ty and Indian- River County has there is kind of a disjoining that 
"My team is nice. They usually all none. Indian River Community Col- takes place. You can find yourself 
watch and cheer, even when I'm the lege d1vmg coach Dave Suba in- kind of lonely." 
only one out there. Without anoth- structs many of the divers in St. Lu- The absence of competition can, 
er diver, I usually just try a lot of cieandMartincounties, andheem-
my harder dives." pathizes with their lack of oppor- See DIVING, page C4 

0 0 



u 

ALEX BOERNER • alex.boemer@scripps.com 
As the only diver on the Martin County High School swim team, and the sole diver for either team at a meet between Vero Beach 
and Martin County in mid-September, senior Taylor Vander Ark put on a solo performance for the crowd at the swim meet in 
Stuart. Vander Ark, who would like to continue her diving career after high school, travels to the Coral Springs Aquatic Complex 
five days a week to train with Dave Burgering, a member of the 1980 U.S. Olympic diving team. 

u 



Treasure Coast teams have only 9 divers 
DIVING 
FROM PAGE C1 

however, allow divers such as 
Vander Ark more freedom for 
experimentation. With no 
chance of a loss at a meet, di
vers can take risks and per
form dives that otherwise 
might cost them a victory. The 
advantage over simply per
forming those difficult dives in 
practice is the presence of 
judges. 

Vander Ark practices under 
Dave Burgering, a former 
Olympic diver in Coral 
Springs. She is hoping for a 
top-five finish in the state meet 
this season after placing 12th 
last year. She was almost 300 
points behind 2005 winner Ka
tie Sirounis, but Vander Ark 
had only been diving competi
tively for a year at that point. 
Also, her nerves got the best of 
her. 

"I psyched myself out," she 
said. "I knew there were a 
bunch of girls there who had 
been diving for 14 years, and I 
had a hard time going up 
against them. It was the first 

ALEX BOERNER • alex.boemer@scripps.com 
Taylor Vander Ark stands on the end of a 3-meter diving board 
thinking about the inward 2-1/2 dive she was going to attempt 
at practice in Coral Springs. She had done it in the past, but that 
day she walked out and back off the board twice trying to psych 
herself up before attempting the dive. 

time I was diving against so 
many people." 

Port St. Lucie graduate Billy 
Beauregard, now an assistant 
coach for Indian River Diving, 
had the best area diving result 
at the state meet last season. 
He placed fourth in the largest 
Class 3A division. 

Suba said the postseason 
can be tough for divers who 
face little competition during 
the year. 

"You're getting used to 
throwing those harder dives. 
Going against nobody, you win 
pretty easy. Then, all of the 
sudden, now you're going 

u 

against somebody, and you 
start to feel the pressure," he 
said. 

Suba is working to develop 
the next group of area divers. 
He said the Treasure Coast 
hasn't had many divers in re
cent years, but he believes 
schools are beginning to build 
their diving programs again. 
Suba has 25 divers in his 
age-group diving classes at 
IRCC. Those divers soon will 
be old enough for high school 
competition. 

Vander Ark, a former Level 
9 gymnast before breaking her 
foot, is the only area diver who 
is an upperclassman. Three 
are 11-year-olds competing for 
private schools with classes be
ginning in the sixth grade. 

The ability to improvement 
quickly can be the catalyst for 
getting more divers involved. 

"Generally, you can learn 
the reverse flip at the begin
ning of the season," Suba said. 
"Hopefully, in a season's time, 
you can learn a reverse one
and-a-half. That is a significant 
improvement in difficulty and 
a huge leap for a diver." 


