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IRCC, biotechnology working to make an impact 
BY CHARLES R. LUNCEFORD II 
Indian River Community College 

· Research to find an early detection 
marker for cancer, development of med
ications to combat diabetes, new vac
cines to ward off illness - these lifesav
ing endeavors are within the repertoire 
of the biotechnology industry - .an in
dustry that will have far-reaching bene
fits for the Treasure Coast, an industry 
that we want to attract to our region as 
we evolve into the Research Coast. 

It is expected th2t biotechnology will 
have a greater impact on life in the 21st 
Century than any other human en
deavor, and Treasure Coast residents 
can become a part that field through ed
ucation at Indian River Community 
College. 

The college has several initiatives 
and partnerships· to train and certify· 
biotechnology technicians. That educa
tion will provide a foundation for four
year degrees and continued education 
in this growing field. 

The first initiative began in 2004 and 
will be completed later this summer. 
The college and others are training stu
dents with a bachelor's degree in · an
other field for a new career in biotech
nology. Classes are being held at the 
college's main campus in Fort Pierce, 

It is expected that 

biotechnology will have a 

greater impact on life in the 

21st Century than any other 

hrnnan endeavor. 

utilizing JRCC's specially equipped bio
technology laboratory. A total of 27 stu
dents will complete the program by Au
gust, preparing them for positions with 
biotech companies. 

The second initiative will begin in 
May. Indian River Community College, 
in collaboration with the University of 
Florida's Banner Center for Excellence 
in Biotechnology, will train workers 
statewide through on-line learning 
modules and lab sessions. JRCC is one 
of three Florida community colleges of
fering this curriculum. The program 
pays all tuition and lab costs. 

Starting this fall, JRCC will offer an 
associate in arts degree program with 
emphasis in biotechnology. Elective 
credits focus on .science, including biol
ogy, chemistry, organic chemistry and 
of course, biotech. 

Graduates can transfer to any state 

u 

Provided photo 
Dr. Robin Willoughby,JB.Qil Professor of Biological Sciences, center, conducts a 
laboratory experiment to identify bacteria with IRCC students Dave Mitek, Jr. 
and Kristen Chew. 

university, where bachelor and gradu
ate degrees in biotechnology are being 
added each year. · 

Whether you are interested in re
search, bio-manufacturing, lab work, 
computer data work knovm as bioinfor
matics, or managing biotech work
places, a specialization in biorechnology 

will give you the foundation for a ca
reer in biotech and and related life sci
ences. 

JRCC continues to assist business 
partners S:vith workforce training. JRCC 
works closely with local employers and 

SeelRCC,page13 
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BUSINESSES INVITED TO BIOTECHNOLOGY FOCUS GROUP · M.<M( Ol 

The University of Florida's Employ Florida Banner Center for Biotechnology and 
Workforce Florida, Inc. are seeking input from business leaders connected to biotechno-

. logy and related fields. · 
RepresentatiVE;JS of business, industry, and economic development organizations 

are invited to a focus group meeting on May 21 from noon to 3 p.m. at the Indian River 
Community College Kight Center for Emerging Technologies in Fort Pierce. Lunch will be 
served. · 

Key objectives include trends that influence the biomedical industry, what technical 
skills and knowledge are most critical, human resource needs, what subjects areas 
should employees and new hires be proficient in, what is required to make recent 
graduates competitive job applicants, and what are tile optimal educational delivery 
methods. 

For more information and to participate, contact the IRCC Arts and Sciences 
Division at (772) 462-7500. 

IRCC 
FROM PAGE 12 

collaborates with our educational part
ners from kindergarten tlu·ough high 
school to move those students into tl1e 
biotech field. 

For more information on biotech edu
cational programs, call the information 
call center at (866) 866-4722. 

Charles R. Lunceford II ls assistant clean of arts 
and sciences at Indian River Commw1ity Col
lege. 

The college has several 

initiatives and pmtnerships 

to train ~md certiJy 

biotechnology tech nkians. 

That education will provide a 

foundation for four-yem· 

degtees and continued 

education. 



Biotechnology hits IRCC to prepare workers fu~blosS&i'i{;gt-;J;try 
BIOTECH AT IRCC 

BY CHARLIE REED 
charlie.reed@scripps.com 

The college is jumping Into the world of biotechnology with two new programs that are enrolling 
students now. For more Information about the programs, contact the IRCC Arts and Sciences 
Division at (772) 462-7500. 

FORT PIERCE - As the Treasure Coast 
waits for biotechnology to hit, Indian River 
Community College is trying to prepare 
workers m advance. · 

This summer IRCC will be churning out 
its first batch of biotech graduates when sci
entists from La Jolla, Calif.-based Torrey 
Pines begin working from its temporary fa
cility in northern St. Lucie County. 

IRCC partnered with University cif Flori
da's Banner Center for Excellence in Bio
technology for a $87,000 state grant to cover 
tuition and lab costs for 36 students. To qual
ify, applicants must have taken at least basic 
math and· science courses in high school or 
community college. 

Introduction to industrial Biotechnology 
(course) 

• Offered in two "mini-semester" courses starting 
this month. May 10-18, Thursdays from 5:30 to 9:30 
p.m. and Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. June 
4-6. 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
• Free tuition and lab fees for 36 qualified students 
• Applicants must have completed basic math and 
science courses in high school or community college 
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Associate of A·rts degree with emphasis 
In Biotechnology (degree program) 

Along with two crash courses in biotech
nology that start later this month, the col
lege also is enrolling students in a new bio
technology associate's degree for those who 
want more than just an introduction to the 
subject. 

• Starts in the fall 
• Will transfer to four-year university in Florida, 
although IRCC has not yet established a tie with one 
of Florida's 11 public universities for the partnership. 
• All elective credits in the program focus on science 
• Geared for students interested in a variety of 
biotechnology applications 

Since Torrey Pines Institute for Molecular 
Studies announced last year it was expand
ing to Port St. Lucie, IRCC has stepped up ef
forts to bring biotechnology training to 
Treasure Coast residents. 

"Everybody is talking about biotechnolo
gy. I don't really know what it is," said Kris
ten Chew, a 20-year-old student in IRCC's · 

See IRCC, page 85 
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medical lab technology pro
gram and one of the first to ap
ply for the new basic classes. 

The Fort Pierce resident 
works as a blood technician in 
local doctors offices to pay for 
her education. 

"I didn't have the money to 
go straight into the university, 
so I've had to work and go to 
school since the beginning," 
said Chew, who plans to study 
biochemistry at the University 
of Central Florida and eventu
ally attend medical school. 

u 

"I have to work my way up 
and (biotechnology) seems like 
a promising field to start," she 
said. 

Bv fall IRCC will offer an 
Associat; of Arts degree with 
an emphasis in biotechnology. 

"We're developing the infra
structure for the work force 
we see on the horizon," said 
Casey Ltmceford, IRCC assist
ant dean of arts and sciences. 

IRCC's move toward biotech
nology started in 2004 when 
the "'college teamed up w ith 
Florida Atlantic University to 
offer a free biotechnology cer
tificate program for those with 
an undergraduate degree. 

In August, 27 will graduate 
from that program - taught at 
IRCC by FAU professors and 
sponsored by the U.S. Depart
ment of Labor. 

The class quickly filled up 
when it started in 2005, pro
ving there is a demand for bio
tech programs on the Treasure 
Coast, Lunceford said. 

"And that was driven by 
Scripps (Research Institute) of 
course, way before Torrey 
Pines," he said. "Now people 
lmow that we're trying to de
velop the research coast. IRCC 
is the pipeline for skilled work
ers." 
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Bi otech planners get down to work (force) 
Leaders talk about the kind 
of workers a Research 
Coast will need 

BY ROBERT BARBA 
robert.barba@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - . Educators, scien
tists and economic development lead
ers from throughout the Treasure 
Coast and Florida gathered Monday 
to strategize on what the life science 
industry needs with the hope of creat
ing a better biotech-trained work 
force. 

The focus group was organized by 
Employ Florida Banner Center for 
Biotechnology and Workforce Flori
da, and designed to. bring together 
firms looking for employees with 
community colleges training the 
would-be technicians. 

The group also took stock of the 
. current climate of biotech employ

ment. 
Harry Orf, vice president of Scripps 

Florida, and Richard Houghten, presi
dent. of Torrey Pines Institute for Mo
lecular Studies, agreed there is a 
growing pool of job seekers with low
to mid-level skills. 

However, Houghten said Torrey 

u 

Pines has been recruiting from out
side the state for its upper-level em
ployees, such as senior scientists and 
administrative officers, because there 
is little availability in the area and al
so so that Torrey Pines doesn't "scav
enge against" Florida. 

Orf said it wasn't a matter of un
availability, but access . 

"The communication is not as. easy 
and obvious as expected," said Orf, 
adding that Florida-based biotech job 
seekers don!t think to look for jobs at 
home. "Our searches take a long 
time." 

It isn't hard, however, to recruit 
scientists from · outside the state to 

Florida, Orf and Houghten said. 
Beyond Scripps and Torrey Pines, 

scientists. and representatives from 
Palm City-based Awareness Technol
ogy, the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, 
Martin Memorial Health Systems and 
Lawnwood Regional Medical Center 
were at the meeting held at Indian 
River Community College's 7ITghl 
Center for Emerging Technologies ro 
tell educators the skills they look for 
in new employees. 

Among desired employee traits are: 
· taking good lab notes; the ability to 
manage data; an understanding of 
chemistry; being able to communi
cate; and specific lab-related abilities. 



Biotech job recruiters cite need for trai:r'rin~ ;~nectlOils 
By EVE SAMPLES 

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

FORT PIERCE - When · execu
tives with The Scripps Research 
Institute r.::mvened in California last 
week, it was to tackle what some 
informally call "the surge." 

That's shorthand for the hun
dreds of employees that Scripps 
must hire at its Jupiter campus 
in coming years - no easy task, 
considering the youth of Florida's 
biotechnology industry. 

Unlike in Boston or Scripps' 
home in the San Diego area, bio
tech job seekers and employers 
don't have well-established links for 
finding each other here; said Harry 
Orf, vice president of scientific op-
erations at Scripps Florida. . . 

"It's not just having the numbers 
of people, but it's also having those 
people know and, I think, learn how 
to find a job," Orf said Monday dur
ing a forum on biotech training at 

. .;.,Indian River Community College'~ 

campus in Fort Pierce. 
To make recruitment easier, 

some of the 40 attendees agreed 
that job seekers, employers and 
schools need to develop better 
connections with each other. And, 
they said, training in skills such as 
chemistry, biology· and data analy
sis is needed to create a larger pool 
of biotech workers to choose from. 

The sponsor of the forum, the 
University of Florida-based Employ 
Florida Banner Center for Biotech-

nology; plans to use the input to 
develop more training programs 
throughout the state. 

IRCC is one of three schools 
that joined forces with the center 
last year to offer biotechnology 
certificate programs, and some of , 
the participants already have been 
placed at jobs with outfits such as 
Palm City-based Awareness Tech
nology Inc. and the U.S. Depart-

See BIOTECH, 2D ► 

State.:.run job foruiii"' ava'i1;J;1e·Oitl:Iiie 
► BIOTECH.trom JD ary as a resource for job seek

ers and employers. 
· ment of Agriculture in Fort 
:Pierce. The other schools 
: are Florida Community Col
, lege at Jacksonville and Santa 
'Fe Community College in 
· Gainesville. 

That could mean an un
precedented recruiting spree 
for the biotech research in
dustry. 

'Tm not sure that it's hap
pened at that scale anywhere 
before," Orf said. "Certainly 
Scripps has never done it 
before." 

"That's where people 
should be trying to look," she 
said. 

Richard Houghten, who re
cently started hiring workers 
for the Port St. Lucie campus 
of his Torrey Pines Institute 
for Molecular Studies, said 
it's b_een easier to find entry
level lab technicians than se
nior scientists in the state. 

C 

Scripps now has 240 em
, ployees in Jupiter, and its con
: tract with the state requires 
: it to have at least 545 within 
· seven years. 

It wants to hire those em
ployees as quickly as it can 
after its permanent campus 
opens in Jupiter in about 18 
months, Orf said. 

To find workers, biotech 
companies should turn to a 
new state-run online job fo
rum, www.employflorida.com, 
said Kim Tesch-Vaught, se
nior director of workforce at 
the Gainesville Area Cham
ber of Commerce. 

The site launched in Janu-

u 

"As you sort of rise up the 
pyramid, it becomes less and 
less likely to find what you 
want in Florida," he said. 
® eve_sample.:,@pbpost.com 
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IRCC foci1ses 011 bioteclmology··~l1,.aiim1g 
Indian River Cominunity 

,College is actively engaged in 
several initiatives to train bio
technology technicians and 
provide a foundation for uni
versity degrees ancl. continued 
education in this growing 
field.Want to be a part of the 
research team that develops a 
new medicine or finds a cm·e 
for a disease? Are you interest
ed in technical laboratory 
work to support research in 
life-saving fields? 

Biotechnology is also involv
ed in creating new products, 
food production, agriculture, 
managing information related . 
to the life sciences and many 

other applicalions. If you are 
interested in fascinating new 
discoveries that can combat ill
ness, improve health and sus
tain life, biotechnology is a 
great career choice for you. 

You can get started this fall. 
JRCC will offer a new Associ-

. ate in Arts · degree program 
with an emphasis in biotech
nology beginning with the Fall 
2007 Semester. For more in
formation, contact the lRCC 
Information Call · Center 
toll-free at 1 (866) 866-4722. 
Businesses invited to biotech
nology industry focus group 

With the growth of the bio
technology industry in Florida 

FORT PIERCE 

IHCC offering ll1ition 
free c~urses in biotechnology 

Interested in biotechnology? 

there is an increased demand 
for trainee! employees. To en
sure that Treasure Coast busi
nesses will find a pipeline of 
trained workers with relevant, 
industry-standard skills, the 
University of Florida's Employ 
Florida BANNER Center for 
Bioteclmology and Workforce 
Florida, Inc. are seeking input 
from business leaders com1ect
ed to biotechnology and relat
ed fields. 

Interested business people 
should contact the lRCC Arts 
and Sciences Division at (772) 
462-7500 to reserve a place. 

Compiled by IRCC 

Indian River Community College is offering 
an entry-level com·se, tmtion free as it partners 
wilh the Employ Florida BANNER Center for 
Bioteclmology. People with a science or math 
backgrow1el, teachers and current and prospec
tive employees in the biotechnology field who 
are interested can apply to attend Introduction 
to Industrial Biotechnology: Working in a Regu-
lated Environment. · 

Students accepted into the · program will 
have their fees pa.id by a Workforce Florida 
Training Grant. 

Sludents who complete the course will re
ceive a 40-hour'i.ndustry recognized certificate. 

Tlie course will be offered at the IRCC Ma.in 
Campus, 3209 Virginia Ave., in the Science Cen
ter, Room N-289 from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thms
clays and from 8:30 a .111. to 5:30 p.111. May 10-18. It 
also will be offered from 8:30 a..111. to 5:30 p.m. 
June 4-G. 

Students can enroll at cerhb.rgp.uil.edu/ 
education. For more information, call (772) 
462-7500. 
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Research Coast work force needs to hone math skills 
Florida colleges are eager - but 

not ready - to produce the top-flight 
researchers needed at our new bio
tech giants. 

Oh, the potential is there. 
The fact the potential is out there 

was repeated numerous times Mon
day during a biotech training session 
inside Indian River Garorouuity CaJ· 
l~e'c; filgh-tech Kight Center for 
Emerging Technologies in Fort 
Pierce. 

\,Vhen seeking ways to combat dia
betes, Alzheimer's and the latest 
strains of influenza, the well-schooled 
thinkers at our local life science insti
tutes and firms will come from uni
versities outside the state. 

Right now, our universities are like 
kids on a ball field - full of raw abili
ty but short on skills. If Florida wants 
its multimillion-dollar investment to 
be dominated by homegrown talent, 
the state needs to hone its math and 
science curricula. 

As local hiring takes off in the bio
tech field over the next few years, 
graduates of the state's community 
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JIM TURNER 
BUSINESS 

colleges and universities will be 
skilled enough to work as support 
staff at Scripps Florida, Torrey Pines 
Institute for Molecular Studies, the 
Burnham Institute for Medical Re
search and the first wave of spinoffs. 

However, most of the scientists 
who run the labs and research pro
grams will come from out of state, 
said Harry Orf, vice president of sci
entific operations Scripps Florida, 
and Richard Houghten, president of 
Torrey Pines. 

"This means schools have to make 
science and math interesting, we · 
have to have a more exciting curricu
lum," said Candy Walker, vice presi
dent of the Economic Development 
Council of St. Lucie County. 

If you listen to area business and 
higher education leaders, there's a de
sire to make such changes. Libby 

Handel, director of biotechnology pro
grams at Palm Beach Community 
College, and others attending the 
training session, said research com
panies need to continually say what 
they need. 

"But we need to communicate," 
said Handel, who helps oversee a 
business partnership council in Palm 
Beach County with government, aca
demic and industry leaders. "We can 
be a technical service provider for 
small businesses, from small startups 
on up." 

The Treasure Coast and the rest of 
Florida aren't alone in a lack of 
ready-to-play talent. Orf noted that 
the United States is on the verge of 
losing its leadership in the biotech 
arena. 

"Our leadership in that arena is be
ing questioned, because fe"".er and 
fewer students are enrolling in sci
ence, more of the people graduating 
with degrees are foreign students," 
Orf said. "That used to not be a prob
lem. They used to stay here and 
work. 

u 

"Now their homelands are recruit
ing them back. In India, China, Singa
pore, even Ireland, tremendous pro
grams are being established in these 
areas for technology development. 
We're in a fierce competition. Our 
supply lines are not what they used 
to be." 

That means losing our dominance 
of the innovations that drove the 20th 
Century, such as the automobile, the 
airplane, rocket travel, computers 
and even refrigerators. 

A similar challenge was issued to 
educational leaders in 1957, after the 
Soviets put Sputnik into orbit. That 
challenge resulted .in the national 
commitment to win the Space Race. 

We can look at this as either a na
tional challenge or local commitment 
to keep our brightest at home and in 
the starting line-up. Either way, if we 
want our kids to be able to succeed in 
the bio-industry, the training needs to 
be in place. 

Jim Turner can be reached at (772) 692-8901 
or jim.turner@scripps.com 
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I ndian River Community 
College in Ft. Pierce, Fla., 
has ear:1ed first place for 

innovative use of technology 
in education from the Ameri
can Association of Community 
Colleges and the Center for 
Digital Education for the third 
year in a row. The ranking 
places Indian River at the top 
of the list of the most digitally
savvy mid-sized community 
colleges in the country. Since 
Indian River first received the 
No. One ranking in April, 

2005, the college has further · 
expanded its educational use of 
technology. The opening of the 
state-of-the-art Kight Center 
for Emerging Technologies has 
enabled the college to launch 
new programs in robotics, pho
tonics, and nuclear medicine. 
The Kight Center, designed as 
a magnet for high-tech firms, 
played a key role in attracting 
the Torrey Pines Institute for 
Molecular Studies to Florida. 
Over the past three years, col
lege faculty members have 
used the resources of the Kight 
Center to create video and 
audio modules, enabling stu
dents to obtain education any
time or.anywhere through their 
computer, Ipod or digital 
phone. 
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I 
ndian River Community 
Colleg__e in Fort Pierce, Fla., 1s 
planning for a new, seven

building, 50-acre training com
plex for the main campus. The 
Treasure Coast Public Safety 

C 

Complex, a multi-structure inter
disciplinary training center, will 
serve the immediate four-county 
area of Indian River, Martin, St. 
Lucie and Okeechobee counties, 
as well as function as a national 

u 

and international public safety completion planned for fall 2008. 
training destination. Construction The 52,000 square foot facility is 
of the first building in the com- named for Vernon Smith, who 
plex, the Vernon Smith Public served as a Reserve Deputy Sher
Safety Education Building, is iff in St. Lucie County for almost 
slated to start this spring, with 20 years. ~/ '1 / () 7 
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Session a success? 

YOUR SCHOOLS 
• Parents can buy school 
clothing and supplies tax-free 
between Aug. 4 and 13. 
• Your children attending a 
public elementary school will 
take 150 minutes of physical 
education every week. 
• Students at Florida State 
University, the University of 
Florida and the University of 
South Florida could see a 5 . 
percent tuition hike. 
• Indian River Community 
College received $35 million 
for projects·and programs. 
• Low-Income children 
can receive money toward 
tuition at a private schoql. 
• You'll see random tests of 
football, baseball and weight 
lifting high school athletes for 
illegal steroid use. 
• Florida Atlantlc Univer
sity received $45 million for 
development at Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institution. 

Legislature's actions 

promise healthier kids, 

water a11d wallets 

YOUR HOME 
• If you are with Citizens Property Insurance Corp., your home 
insurnnce premium will hold steady for at least a year. You can switch to 

.. Citizens.if the state-run pool charges at least 15 percent less 
r, ., • than your current insurer. 
•. --•>. • You must put shutters on your home ([you live in high-

ris.· .. ;f}. wind areas and your home is insured for $750,000 or more., 
\ • You can get financial aid to harden your home 
' against storms if you qualify for the revised MySafe

FloridaHome program. 
• You won't see relief on property taxes before the 

Legislature comes back for a special June session. 
• Renters wlll be penalized two months' rent if they break leases 
signed arter July 1. 

YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 
• You can buy cable television from 
telephone companies. · · 
• You can get ·a flu shot from a trained 
pharmacist. 
• You can get a prescription filled by 
a supervised physician's assistant. 
• You can· be charged with a cr"ime for 
leaving your child unattended in a car. 
• You can buy a NASCAR license plate. 
• You won't lose value on gift cards, 
no matter how long you keep them. · 
• You can be buried with the encased 
asl1es of your pet. 

You can buy hurricane 
supplies such as flash
lights-and weather radios 
tax-free between June 1 
and June 12. 

ENVIRONMENT 
• Alternative energy re
search and conservation ef
forts to curb global warming 
• $79 million to restore 
Lake Okeechobee Estuary 
• $13.5 million for Indian 
River Lagoon Initiative 
• $7.1 million to remove 
muck from Sebastian River 
• $5 million to restore St. 
Lucie River 
• $3.7 million for Indian Riv
er Lagoon Issues Team 
• $3.3 mllllon for work on 
Loxahatchee River 
• $1.7 mllllon to restore 
Loxahatchee Slough 
• $1.5 mllllon to remove 
septic tanks ih Indian River 
County · 

File photos 

INSIDE: How your life and county will be affected by changes. A14 GEOFF OLDFATHER: Ken Pruitt is winning praise. A14 
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State budget full of Treasure Coast projects 
IRCC, REGIONAL PROJECTS GET FUNDING 

' ' • • . ·.i;~ ... -·· .... ··• . • 1•' ... • ; 

INDIAN RIVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Baccalaureate programs: $t2 million 

• Ch,allengegrantmatch:_$2.5million ... , 
Florida.State University medical facllty: $1.25 million 
Homeland.Security building: $500,000 
Human development resource center: $400,000 
·Public services billldlng:$4.9 million · ··.· 
Mueller Center Llbrary:.$1.2 mmiol\ 
Renovatlonsand repa irs: $7.2 milITon 
·vocational center:,$16.5 milli9n 

..... 
FAU-HARBOR BRANCH ·~ . . . 

• Florida Atlantic University-Harbor Branch: $8 million· · 
' FAU-Torrey P.lnes partnership: $6 million . . . • · · 
· Harbor Branch-Florida Atlantic University transition: 
:$30.5 million ', 
Har bor Br anch campus remodeling: $14.1 million · . 
St. i:ui:le County education and resear.ch center: $4 million 

LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE . 
Emergency, operations center (Vero:eeach): $200,000 
Indian River County shooting range: ~500,000 
Indian River County 'soccer complex: $650,000 

· Martin County Correctional Institution-water services: 
$4.7 mmion · · . 
Sebastlan·Waterfront Linear Park: $600,000 
st. Lucie International Alrport: .$1.5 mmion
Vero Lake Estates·sewer: Si.25 million 

HEALTH·AND HUMAN SERVICES 
ARC family center {Martin): $500,000. · 
Children's crisis unlt.(Port St.·Lucle): $500,000 
Famlly ·emergency treatment center.(Treasure Coast): 
$500,020 . ,. . ' . .. . .> ·. (~; .· ; 
lndlan River Medical Center power ·sy_stem,repll!cement: 
$500,000 . .. . . • .. ' 

·Raveriswood.Communlty'Center partnership (Port St. Lu-
cie): $4.9 million . · 
Treasure Coast Food Bank: $100,000 
Walk-In mental health. center (lndlan Rll(er):_ $300,000 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
_Indian River Lagoon Initiative: $13.5 million 

Indian River Lagoon Issues team:.$3.7 million . 
Lake Okeechobee Estuary restoration: $79 million 
Loxahatchee River Initiative: $3.3 million '1 

Loxahatchee Slough restoration: $1.7 million 
Sebastian River muck removal: $7.1 mfllion . 
Septic tank removal (Indian River): $1.5 million 
St Lucie River Issues team: $5.7 million • 
St Lucie River .resto·raiion: $5 million 

·-, PARKSl.ciULTURAI.;~ , ...•. ~· ,; . 
Jonatha n Dickinson State Park'(Martln): $1.B'million · 

, 'Moore Creek (~ort pierce): $200,000. ' 
':'Okee-Tantlle Recreation Area (Okeechobee): $200,000 
· , South County Regional P.ark (Indian River): $200,000 

BY MICHAEL PELTIER 
staff writer 

. TALLAHASSEE - Treasure 
Coast educators and economic 
development backers got a 

., huge · boost Monday under a 
proposed state budget that ear
marks tens of millions of dol
lars for projects across the re
gion. 

With more than S3.5 million 
set aside for Indian River Com
munity College proJects and 
another ::i5o million for ·a repo
sitioning of Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institution, lo
cal educators and lawmakers 
say the spending plan contin-

~ewplates 
Drivers who like going fast 

- or just anyone willing to 
spend a little extra - will be 
able to get a NASCAR plate 
under a bill passed unani
mously by the Senate. 

The bill would create a plate 
urging the protection of Flori-

. da springs, one that proclaims 
"Trees are CooL'' one to bene
fit the Corrections Foundation 
charity and one that would say 
"Support Our Troops." 

•; Tequesta Park (Martin): $100,000 • · ·. · . 
. Twin Rivers Pafk (Martin): $200,0Q0 . ,~-~ · _- · h,;, ;.:, 
Veteran's Memorial Island Sanctuary.'(Ver-o Beach):···· · 1 

$200,000 · ·c;•:,":. ••" · :f?:f?-;"""~t~. 
Lccis!:ttive confercn<.-c report 

. ues local efforts to make the gic partnerships, including 
region-a research hub. $1.25 million for a joint med-

"It's a huge success for the ical facility with Florida State 
Treasure Coast " said mcc University. 
President Ed M~y. "We owe • "~ · b1;1dget continues a 
thanks to Sen. Ken Pruitt and , legacy, sa.Jd Sen. l\llike .. Han
the rest of the delegation. We dopolos, R-lndialantic. IR~C 
receved funding for all·our re- has bee~. one of the leading 1 

" commuruty colleges, not Just 
.ques_ts. . . in Florida but in the nation." 
. With more_ than S30 million _ IRCC wasn't the only benefi, 
m ~onstruction P:')Jecls, m• · ciary. Efforts to merge Harbor 
eluding a SJG.5 million voca- Branch in Fort Pierce with 
tional career center and $4.9 Florida Atlantic University 
million for a public safety would get a huge boost after 
training center, IRCC is poised lawmakers set aside S45 mil
to remain an educational focal lion for construction and reno
point throughout' the region. vation and another SIS million 
The budget also targets strate- · in operational funds. 

Flu .shots 
THE DAY IN TALLAHASSEE 

Adoption benefit 
Phannactsts would be able 

to give flu shots under a bill 
passed 33-5 by the Senate and 
sent to-the governor. 

The measure was approved 
over the olijection of doctors 
who say phannactsts aren't ad
equately trained to administer 
the shots and may not know 
what to do if someone has an 
adverse reaction. 

Several other states allow 
the practice. 

. Community college, univer
sity and county school district 
employees who want to adopt 
a child could get money from 
the state to help them·with the 
expenses under a bill passed 
liy the Senate and sent to the 
governor. 

State workers already are el
igible for S5,000 for adopting a 
child, and SJ0,000 if they adopt 
a special-needs child. 

Environmental proposals aJ . 
so benefited ti1e area. The 
state's Everglades restoration 
program includes nearly $100 
million to clean up the north
ern region, including $11 mil• 
lion for St. Lucie River clean
up, $17.2 million for the Indian 
River Lagoon and more than 
S80 million to clean up Lake 
Okeechobee. 

The proposed spending plan 
must sit for 72 hours before 
members can give it an up-or
down vote. 

The budget then travels to 
the governor, who can veto in
dividual projects. 

Toll roads 
The Senate amended its 

transportation .bill to reflect a 
provision in the House bill 
that would allow private com
panies to build and operate toll 
roads. 
. But the Senate bill (SB 1928) 
specifies that private compa
nies must enter into time-li
mited contracts to build and 
operate toll roads. 

from wire reports 
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St; Lucie County Job · 
Day! · .:. :· ,:· 

G~t ready ,for the : biggest . 
job fair pf the year on June 13 

· in St Lucie County. .Scripps 
Tieasur~ Coast . Newspapers, . 
which' sponsors the event is . 
•expecting 1,000 job seekers 
this year. , . · · 
. The: deadline for employers 
who _ want . w- participate is 
June 6. 
· For ' 'information, . go to · 

www.freasurecoastjobsour
ce.cbfu and click on Job Fair 
fufo pn the left of the page. Or · 
e-mail Amy Vaughn · at 
amy.Vaughn@sc1ipps.com. . 
' . . 

· Legislative funding 
~ benefit WO!kers 

· · The Scripps -Tre~ure Coast· . . 
. Newspapers reported _ this 

week on legislation passed by 
Uie F1orida House and Senate ·. 
thaf will help ' workers now 
and in the futufe. · -· 
.. ► More than' $30 million in 

' . construction projects at Indi
an . River Comnuinity Coifeiie 
(IRCC) including a $16.5 mil
lion vocational career center, 
a $4.9 million public safety 
training center and $1.25 mil- ·· 
· lion for a joint medical facility · 
.· with F101ida State University. . ► . $60 million to the joint · . 
Harbor• B1:anch/ Florida Atian: · 
tic University .GlllllpUS includ~ ' 
ing. $45 1nillion ; for · constmc-

. tion. and renovation and · $15 
million in operational funds. 
► -$100 million for clean-up 

projects Ill . tlut ~orth region . ' 
Everglades restoration includ- · _ 
ing $11 million fot the St.1 ,u- , 

· cie River, $17:2 rrtiilion for the '; 
Indian River Lagoon and more·,"; 
than: $80 -million to clean 'up . : 
Lak~ Okeechobee. · . - -- :· 

\ : : ·• •;I', ·(;;•, •·, ', I', 



. t ' rea proJ_ec s 
It's more than tivice what was allocated last year. In a year when House 

Speaker Marco Rubio, R
West Miami, warned his 

By MICHAEL C. BENDER 
Palm Beach Post Capital Bureau 

TALLAHASSEE- Slumping 
sales tax revenues forced law
makers to tighten the state 
budget this year, but Treasure 
Coast projects did just fine. 

''\Ve did very; very well 

chamber that local projects 
in the Treasure Coast," said could be scrapped because of 
Rep. Gayle Harrell, R-Stuart. slumping sales tax revenues, 
"It certainly helps having one Treasure Coast lawmakers 
of our own as president of the credited Pruitt's power ;in 
Senate." the Senate for helping secui·e 

Harrell, of course, was · cash for local projects, in
referring to Sen. Ken Pruitt, eluding $30.5 million to help 
R-Port St. Lucie. Florida Atlantic University 

g 
m Projects and allocations, SC 

take over the Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institution 
and $5. 7 million for the St. 
Lucie River Issues Team, a 
nonprofit group that will use 
some of the cash to dredge 
the Manatee Pocket. 

"Without President Pruitt's 
help, the end product wouldn't 
have been as good as it is," 

C u 

said Rep. William Snyder, 
R-Stuart. "Kenny Pruitt is 

. truly a superstar in the leg
islature." 

There's always the chance 
that Gov. Charlie Crist could 
cut projects with his line.-item 
veto, but an analysis of budget 
documents shows projects in 
Martin, St. Lucie and Okee-

See PROJECTS, 6C ► 

ii ion 

Pruitt, Harrell: The Senate leader 
(left) , of Port St. Lucie, got a nod 
for his efforts from Rep. Harrell. 
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Treasure Coast projects 
Here is what the Florida Legislature alloc,~ted for prqjects 
in Martin, St Lucie 1and Okeechobee counties in the2007-
2008 budget approved Ttiurs;~ay. The b!Jdg~t now gq'.es to 
th~ governor, who can veto li~e items. 'i /',_ - ::k; · 

\ ' ~ ,· ' \ ., i ' ~ -~,1-:!..1, ·: ,~ 
Project _ ·, ii 't\ . ._~l\ocaUon 

ST. LUCIE COUNTY 
PARK PROJECTS 

.8 million 

_. t 'friiffionl 
2.5 million 
2.3· flffon~ . .. ,~ 

$2.1 million 
lion 

$1.2 million 

· $1.1 million 

~- .~,~~-f!Q.O 
. . $35,000 
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• Numbers may not add up because of rounding 
Source: Florida Legislature BRENNAN KING/Starr Artist 
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Crist uses 
veto pen 
to trim 
budget 
Gov. Charlie Crist cut $20 miliion 
from Treasure Coast projects 

BY MICHAEL PEL TIER 
Starr writer 

Gov. Charlie Crist on Thursday signed into . 
law a $71.5 billion spending plan, but not before 
cutting more than $20 million in projects slated, 
for the Treasure Coast. · 

Still, millions of state dollars for Indian River' 
Conununity College, Harbor Branch Oceano
graphic institution 'and St. Lucie River restora- • 
ti.on survived. The money will flow into the re-· 
gion in the fiscal year that begins July 1. 

Crist did not veto any Martin Cow1ty projects 
but did eliminate $4 million for the Treasure 
Coast Education and Research Center in St. Lu
cie Cow1ty. 

Citing the burdens of rising fuel costs, proper-: 
ty insurance and local taxes on F1oridians, Crist 

See VETO, page A14 

WHAT'S OUT 

A majority of projects earmarked for the 
Treasure Coast survived Gov. Charlie Crist's 
veto pen Thursday, but some didn't. 

Local infrastructure 
$1.5 million: St. Lucie International Airport 
$4 million: St. Luci_e County education and research 
center 
$500,000: Indian River County shooting range 
$650,000: Indian River County soccer complex 

Environmental 
$7.1 million: Sebastian River muck removal 

Health and human services 
$4.9 million: Ravenswood Community Center 
partnership (Port St. Lucie) 
$1.5 million: Tom Adams rowing center (Indian River 
and Brevard counties) 
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VETO 
FROM PAGE A1 

cut $459 million from the bud
get, saying it was only appro
priate that the state tighten its 
belt and put money away for a 
rainy day. 

"This is a tight budget year 
and we must live within our 
means just as the people of 
Florida must live within 
theirs," Crist told reporters in 
Tallahassee before signing off 
on the 429-page budget. 

The spending plan sets aside 
S7.3 billion for transportation 
projects. $2.8 billion for educa
tion construction and $295 mil
lion for incentive programs to 
attract and retain targeted 
businesses. 

Crist thanked lawmakers for 
the proposal, which was 
$2.1 billion less than then the 
previous year's $73.6 billion 
budget. 

The proposal increased pub
lic school funding by 6.8 per
cent, or Sl.2 billion. The pack
age includes almost $200 mil
lion for Everglades restoration 
and an additional $261 million 
in water quality projects. Law
makers also put almost $2 bil
lion into reserves. 

"It's good news," said Leon 
Abood, chairman of the Rivers 
Coalition, a Treasure Coast 
group working to improve con
ditions in the St. Lucie River 
and Indian River Lagoon. 

"We were sweating it a little 
bit but we felt confident with 
Sen. (Ken) Pruitt -being up 
there," Abood said. "And the 
governor has been do\vn here 
and seen the river." 

Crist axed hundreds of proj
ects and budget items, includ
ing a proposed tuition hike for 
community college and state 
university students. Crist said 
the state's relatively low tui
tion rates should remain that 
way. The veto translates into 
almost $40 million in savings 
to college students statewide. 

Students praised Crist's de
cision. 

"It's nice that we have a gov
ernor that will stand up for 
us," said Paul Lowe, an ac
counting and English major at 
Florida Atlantic University's 
Treasure Coast campus. 

"Every time the schools 
want money they come to the 
students instead of making 
cuts where they can," said 
Lowe, who heads the campus' 
student government associa
tion. 

At $114.23 per credit hour for . 
in-state undergraduate stu
dents, tuition at FAU is the 
third highest among the state's 
11 public universities. The 
hike would have cost full-time 
students an additional $85 per 
semester. 

Though students are re
lieved, university officials 
must now trim the school's 
$65 million operating budget, . 

which factored in the proposed 
tuition increase. 

FAU will begin by cutting 
$400,000 in financial aid set 
aside with the hike in mind, 
said Kenneth Jessell, FAU's 
chief financial officer. 

Higher education officials 
across the state had lobbied for 
the tuition increase as new 
students continue pouring into 
Florida's colleges. 

Indian River Communitv 
College also taces cutbacks as 
a result of planning for t11e ill
fated tuition increase. 

"The college will have to 
scale back its operational bud
get for equipment and new po
sitions, limiting our ability to 
hire new faculty to accommo
date student growth," IRCC 
president Ed Massey said in a 
statement. 

Meanwhile, the loss of 
$4 million for the Treasure 
Coast Education and Research 
Center was "a blow" said cen
ter chairman Linda Cox. 

The money was slated for 
the park's first building, which 
would have consisted of office 
space for research park staff, 
other office space, university 
space and wet labs. Cox said 
the money will probably be re
.quested next year. 

. Staff writers Charlie Reed. Hillary 
Copsey. Rebecca Panoff and Jim 
Turner contributed to this report. 

WHAT'S IN 

Indian River Community 
College 
Baccalaureate programs: 
$1.2 million 
Challenge grant match: 
$2.5 million 
Florida State University 
medical facility: $1.25 million 
Homeland Security building: 
$500,000 
Human development re
source center: $400,000 
Public services building: 
$4.9 million 
Mueller Center Library: 
$1.2 million 

· Renovations and repairs: · 
$7.2 million 
Vocational center: $16.5 million 

FAU-Harbor Branch 
FAU-Torrey Pines partner
ship: $6 million 
Harbor Branch-Florida 
Atlantic University transi
tion: $30.5 million 
Harbor Branch campus re
modeling: $14.1 million 

Local infrastructure 
Emergency operations cen
ter (Vero Beach): $200,000 
Martin County Correctional 
Institution-water services: 
$4.7 million 
Sebastian Waterfront Linear 
Park: $600,000 
Vero Lake Estates sewer: 

$1.25 million 

Health and human 
services 
ARC family center (Martin): 
$500,000 
Children's crisis unit (Port 
St. Lucie): $500,000 
Family emergency treat
ment center (Treasure 
Coast): $500,000 
Indian River Medical Center 
power system replacement: 
$500,000 
Treasure Coast Food Bank: 
$100,000 
Walk-in mental health cen
ter· (Indian River): $300,000 

Environmental 
Indian River Lagoon initia
tive: $13.5 million 
Indian River Lagoon issues 
team: $3.7 million 
Lake Okeechobee Estuary 
restoration: $79 million 
Loxahatchee River initiative: 
$3.3 million 

Loxahatchee Slough resto
ration: $1.7 million 
Septic tank removal (Indian 
River): $1.5 million 

· St. Lucie River issues team: 
$5.7 million 
St. Lucie River restoration: 
$5 million minimum 

Parks/cultural 
Jonathan Dickinson State 
Park (Martin): $1.8 million 
Moore Creek (Fort Pierce): 
$200,000 
Okee-Tantile Recreation 
Area (Okeechobee): $200,000 
South County Regional Park 
(Indian River): $200,000 
Tequesta Park (Martin): 
$100,000 . 
Twin Rivers Park (Martin): 
$200,000 
Veteran's Memorial Island 
Sanctuary (Vero Beach): 
$200,000 

Legislative cor)ference repon 
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Legislative report car~ 
HURRICANES 

HIGHER 
EDUCATION 

EDUCATION 

ELECTIONS 

PRIORITIES WE OUTLINED BEFORE THE SESSION 

; Conti~ue to work-with Insurance companies and reinsu;ers to keep 
insurance rates at a minimum. High Insurance costs are crippling ttie . 
state's economy and straining budgets; continue to rein In Citizens. 

· • Dev~lop a ci~ar strategy to persuade the federal go;er~,;,~~; t~ 
create a national catastrophic Insurance pool for natural disasters. 

, Reward innovation and synergy by funding the innovative homeland ··. 
security and medical school projects al Indian River Community Col- · 
lege. · 

oui:i POST-SESSION i:i>~MENT_.' ,, 

. Ea~!y signsa~e n~::ri~ci~~~ni Pr~~iu~~ ·are's~i,-
. rising and insurers continue to pull out. State_ faces 

dramatically more exposure with .Citizens. . •.-

· ,~c~~p1eie.,':.~\;{~·.;_;}\r ·• :.-' :j/,··'·. 

The college got the funding it needs:· 

;~~~,~~~,T~i:~;~s:rrf i:t~~~:~~~ii::;o~~w to spend ~ll~~t' . . • .. . ;· ~o::~ 'n~~d-~ ::.?i~~I}])i~}.s: ·>. : ,, . ! . 

, Provide ade.quate funding for.school districts, iheir essenuai capl' -·· •.. Record state funding for.next year. _.· (-,,.", .. _. -: 
lal projects and teacher salaries to meet demands of growth and the ,. : • · · • •,•· ·. _':.;;·,)~}:}:,'·';":-_i'/ ,::_ ;., 
No Child left Behind Act. . . ' . . ,_-: ·::. • '".':;, :,\ ·/:\·: ·,.' /\<,:._·' 
, Tweak FCAT program to ensure that districts are not incentivized Nothing major accomplished: · ; _. 
to ·teach to the test.• Ensure the FCAT is used as a diagnostic tool., 

• Strengthen the FCAT. The glowing gap between Florida students' . 
·strong" performances on the FCATs and their weak performances · 
on the National Assessment of Educational Progress jeopardizes · 
credibility of the FCAT. . 

• Create broader bonus pool for staie's best teachers. Approve . 
something similar to Gov. Charlie Grist's plan to set aside 10 percent 

. bonuses for the top 25 percent of teachers. 

, End last-minuie sleaze attacks and rein in disclosure rules pertain
Ing to shadowy Section 527 electioneering communications·organiza-
tions that make a mockery of fair campaigning. · 

, Phase in requirements for paper trails or touch-screen ballot 
boxes. · ·• 

Maybe this ti~s bee~ done,' but riot by legi~l~tive ac- . 
Uon, given the shaky resulls of the latest FCAT. 

:/ :,; .:.y:\{};f:,:!f:i\i.:::f.>:\>· . ; ' .... 
Replaces controyersial STAR plan with a 
$147.5-million merit pay plan for Instructors and ad
ministrators, based on student performance and . • 
teacher evaluations. More money for the best in· 
slructors. What's noi to fike? · 

•, .. ·. :.'~.:1. _·. 

Legislature Ignore~ ~j~; a~;in . . 
; .. . ~: ..... ,,, 

..... ,., .. 
No phase-in necessary. State has done away with · 

. touch-screen machines and mandated optical-scan 
machines. This will cost taxpayers a,TT11ons of dollars • .. 

·.·:.,-. .-·· . 

A 

B-

C 

IMMIGRATibtr~· ·;_Donat grant in-slate college· i~ill~n rates to illegal aliens. Continued to do the right thing here: __ · · . · · '. ·. ·,!,:-~:: . -----·-··· · -----·--- -· ----_--- --- -· --·-· c 07 

TAXES 

HEALTH, 
CRIME, 
HUMAN 
SERVICES 

ENVIRONMENT 

GROWTH 

• Tighteri identification requirements and increas·e penalties for busi
nesses that hire illegal workers. 

• limit tax increases for owners or non-homestead properties. Fail
ing to do so soon will reduce the lucrative market of second homes, 
whose owners help to subsidize year-round services they don't use. 
This could be accomplished through caps on spendin_~· 

• Increase homestead exemption or create some other kind of 
break so that Florida residents can afford to sell their homes and 
move into another one without losing their Save Our Hornes cap. 

~ Eliminate s~les-tax breaks for ~pecial Interests; use increased rev
enue to lower overall sales tax rate. 

• !]ov. Charlie Crist, much like his predecessor Jeb Bush, should ve· 
. t~ funding projects that do not have a significant reglonal impact. 

• Pa~s legl~latlo~ that brings funding per client on the Treasure 
Coast in various social-service areas, such as foster care and men· 
tal health, up lo the levels of other metropolitan areas. 

• Make sure the Medicaid-HMO pilot program works before expand· 
ing it, or provide support for innovative local and reglonal efforts to 
e_xpand health care to Medlcald·eligible or uninsured workers. 

• Follow the lead of Senate President Ken Pruitt, A-Port St. Lucie, 
who has pledged to make Gov. Charlie Grist's "anti-murder bill" a top 
priority. It requires judges to jail violent felons who violate probation. 
The leglslature should fund it accordingly so.It does not become an 
unfunded mandate to local government. · 

• Ensure continued funding, and exert more pressure on water man: 
agers to clean lake Okeechobee and reduce its water levels, so the 
St. Lucie and Caloosahalchee rivers can recover. Provide funding . 
for cleanup of lake 0, the rivers and the lagoon. 

, Require stricter standards or development approval from the De· 
partment of Community Affairs. 

Killed a bill thai° would ~ave penaliz~d busin~sses tiia~ : ': _'.:· ~'._'(; :;; :. 
kn?wing)y hired Illegal immigrants, · · ·; " · · · 

· .. •· ·,, .. . 
· Lawmakers failed in their oft:repeated promises to .· 
enact meaningful property ·1ax reform before the :, .. · 
close of the session. A special session has been · ;_ .-·,-. 
called for June 12-22 to address property tax re- ,', , : . 
form,. However; deep philosophical.divisions may c.>;,,- •' · 
· prevent lawmakers from fulfilling their promises 10·; 
voters · ' ,_. ·, -

·,:·· 

Provides $4.6 mmio~ for non-profit organizations Iii' ' 
underfunded districts that serve ·abused/neglected 
kids. Last year lawmakers appropriated $20 million to 
help create financial parity between districts. Given ·. 
this meage~ allofation'. ~e i~~,~'.ty _will _co~_iin~_e; ) ;: ;·_. 

. Not much done In ~llh;~:~~garJ.:(: '.,'. //'..i/\\). 
,_;·:·::t·:·_:.: 

. . . \ :.:·y;.·.':: •. 
A comerston·e or Gov. Grist's canipalgn. 

Lawmakers actually went In the opposite direction, · 
approving legislation to allow larger counties and cit· 

. ies to participate In pilot program that allows expe
dited, limited slate review of land use changes. 

D 

EXTRA CREDIT 

Areas not fisted as priorities (our 
comments In ltallCs): 

PASSING GRADES 
Online crimes: Requires sex of

fenders lo register home and e-mail ad· 
dresses and increases penallies for cy
ber-crimes agains t children. Tougher 
laws and supervision needed in this 
area. B 

Sex offenders: Driver's licenses 
and ID cards issued to sexual offenders 
and predators will bear markings to 
show their criminal history as part or 
the Jessica Lunsford Act. Clarifies fin
gerprinting and background check re
quirements for school contractors. To 
some extent, this is overkill; parts of the 
bill, though, should help keep children 
safer. e-

Presldentlal primary: Moves 
Florida's next primary to Jan. 29, 2008. 
Gives state voters a timely and mean· 
ingful say in presidential primaries. A 

Petitions: Allows businesses to 
prohibit citizen petition drives on their 
property. Businesses have a right to 
regulate the use of, and access to, their 
property. Would you allow someone -
anyone - to hold a petition drive on 
your front lawn° Why should businesses 
be held ta a lower standard? A 

FLUNKING OUT 
Private loft roads: Allows private 

companies to lease Florida's ton roads 
and increase tolls with inflation. Privati· 
zation has its limits. This is it. F 

·e1ns THAT 
SHOULD HAVE LIVED 

Voting: Would have given vo ters an 
·1 choose not lo vote" option on ballots 
for individual races. Were still stuck 
with the lesser of evils . 

Trame cameras: Would have al· 
lowed cities and counties to install cam
eras at intersections to record traffic 
violations. Intersection crashes are a 
leading cause of traffic fatalities. Traffic 
cameras have proved successful in 
many communities by reducing the num· 
ber of red-light runners and traffic 
fatalities/injuries. 

Health Insurance: Would have 
overhauled KidCare, the slate's subsi
dized heallh insurance program for chil· 
dren, encouraging enrollment or more 
children and increasing federal funding . 
House should drop controversial provi
sion extending program to illegal immi· 
grants so changes can be adopted dur· 
ing special session. 

Text messages: W,ould have pro
hibited use of hand-held cell phones and 
text messaging while driving. The life 
saved may be your own . 

BILLS THAT DESERVED TO DIE -
AND DID 

School year. Would have allowed 
school boards to start fall classes more 
than two weeks before Labor Day. 
Enough of this perennial debate. Save 
our summers and improve the quality of 
education during the nine months that 
students are in school. 

Guns at work: Would have allowed 
employees to keep firearms in the cars 
they park at workplaces. Business pre
vails. 

St. Petersburg Times, staff reports 

· -· . - ·--···- . ... ..-. . .. .. 
TCPALM.COM-~ 

rlOIUDA'J UIA.IU~! COAST AND PALM l!ACIIU 

. COMING MONDAY: County
by-county budget allocations for 
s_tate funding. · · 
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Treasure Coast projects receive state funding, despitetfltr'Od~ 
TALLAHASSEE - It's funny 

how things change. 
During the second week of 

the legislative session in Talla
hassee, when dozens of local 
projects were on the chopping 
block, I wrote this in my col
umn: 

"Here's my read if you're 
waiting to see if your · project 
gets funded. Get an inexpen
sive telescope. Toward the end 
of session in April, wait for a 
clear night and point the lens 
toward Mars. And hope Jupi
ter comes in to alignment." 

What a difference 60 days 
makes. 

Especially when you look at 
the local projects Treasure 
Coast lawmakers have in the 
proposed budget during a ses
sion that has other legislators 
looking for a telescope. 

rd hazard a guess that mem
bers of our delegation will 
have to work just as hard to 
keep from gloating as they did 
to fund issues near and dear to 
local residents. 

G 

GEOFF 
OLDFATHER 
COLUMNIST 

Take just one agency, the 
Advocates for the Rights of the 
Challenged of Martin County. 

The nonprofit organization 
was seeking $800,000 to expand 
and hurricane-proof its head
quarters on Kanner Highway 
in Stuart. 

One week ago there was 
nothing - zero, zip, zilch - in 
the Senate budget bill. 

But when both chambers 
passed the budget Monday, 
there was a line item for 
$500,000. 

·Indian River County resi
dents will benefit to the tune of 
$1.5 million as part of the Indi
an River Lagoon Initiative to 
help pay for replacing septic 
tanks with sewer lines on the 
county's barrier islands. 

Another example: Dredging 
the Manatee Pocket in Port Sa
lemo so large private boats, 

but more· importantly the com
mercial charter and fishing 
vessels, can move in and out 
without grounding. 

When I talked to Rep. Wil
liam Snyder, R-Stuart, in the 
second week of session in 
March, prospects were dim 
there would be more than to
ken funding at best. 

Today, there's more than 
S1.3 million in the budget. 

And at the beginning of ses
sion even veteran Treasure 
Coast lawmaker Gayle Harrell, 
R-Port St. Lucie, said she 
wouldn't predict whether even 
one local project would get 
funding. 

Lilrn I said, what a differ
ence 60 days makes. 

Compared to $35 million for 
Indian River Community Col
lege 

1
projects or Sll million to 

continue St. Lucie River clean
up projects, these smaller is
sues may not seem like much. 
But if anything was going to 
be cut, it would have been 
them. 

"We've done well," Harrell 
said in what may be the legis-

u 

lative understatement of the 
session. 

"Most important? I think the 
St. Lucie River Issues Team 
(budget: $5.7 million) is ex
tremely important," she said. 
"That one is fully funded and 
that's huge." 

"Then there's the $500,000 
· for New Horizons, and the 

funding for the ARC and the 
(Manatee) Pocket," she said. 

Snyder could take a lot of 
credit for funding ARC, the 
Manatee Pocket and St. Lucie 
River, plus more than 83.7 mil
lion for research and cleanup 
of the Indian River Lagoon, 
but he's not. 

"Look, this was my job," he 
said. "To talk to people who 
make the decisions and make 
the case for what's important 
regionally and for the state as 
a whole. 

"I would argue that what 
some people call a 'microcosm' 
is really just an extension of 

the entire state and if we do 
well economically, say with 
the charter business in the 
Manatee Pocket, the entire 
stare benefits in some way," he 
said. 

·• And all I did was make that 
· case." Snyder said. 

In politics, it's all about 
what you can do for the other 
guy. So what kind of political 
capital did Snyder have to 
spend? 

~one, he said. "It wasn't a 
fight. It was friendly persua
sion." 

Not e_very Treasure Coast 
project is being funded at the 
levels requested and Gov. 
Charlie Crist still has his 
line-item veto. 

But for now at least it ap
pears Treasure Coast legisla
tors had the power to move 
planets. 

Somehow they aligned Jupi
ter with Mars. 

Geoff Oldfather is \\Titing this week 
from Tallahassee on the legislative 
session. 
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Transition to history 

Stall photos hy AMArlOi\ VO ISARD 

Indian River Community College graduates wail in line to receive their degrees Saturday at Tradition Field. Torrey Pines President Richard Houghten spoke. 

' . 

IRCC graduates its largest class:· 1,396 

Carol Arnole, a faculty member of 
IRCC's nursing school, embraces a 
student during commencement at 
the Port St. Lucie baseball field, 

By SARAH PROHASKA 
!'aim /Jene/, l'os/ Sin/I 11'1-iler 

l'Olff SI: LUCIE - When 
Richard Boughten looked out a_t 
the sea of graduales at 1.-adition 
Field on Saturday morning, he 
saw possible future employees. 

Houghlen, president of the 
'forrey Pines Inslilule for Mo
lecular Studies, lasl year picked 
Port St. Lucie as lhe site for the 
research center's new Florida 
campus - a decision widely 
viewed as very big deal for lhe 
Treasure Coast's economy. 

"What I'm hopjng is that some 
of you in the audience will come 
work wilh us at 'forrey Pines 
during the next few years as we 
grow," Boughten lold hundreds 
of Indian River Community Col
lege students as they prepared lo 
accept I heir degrees. 

'forrey Pines, based in La 
Jolla, Calif., broke ground this 
year on a lab in the 'fradilion 

development in Port SL Lucie. As 
commencement. speake1; Hough
len encouraged lhe graduates 
- who were pait of the college's 
largest graduating class ever 
- lo be passionate, persistent 
and optimistic in their future 
lives and careers. 

"Fiml what you want, persist 
in what you wan!, and you'll find 
joy in life," Houghlen told them. 

The crowd braved I.he scorch
ing sun lo watch their loved ones 
walk across the stage at"lhe Port 
St. Lucie baseball stadium. They 
cheered when IRCC President 
Edwin Massey announced this 
was not only the largest graduat
ing class ever, with 1,396 gradu
ates, but also IRCC's last year 
as a lradilional two-year college. 
Next year, the college plans lo 
offer bachelor's degrees in nine 
programs. · 

"History is being made today," 
Massey said. 

Leeds Jarvis, 20, who accepted 
liis associal·e's degree Saturday, 
was one of IRCC's graduales who 
plans lo remain at the school 
next year to earn a bachelo(s 
degree in business. 

The Fort Pierce Westwood 
High School alumnus said he 
was happy he didn't have lo move 
away lo continue his education. 

"I loved it that I could stay 
home," he said. , • 

Saturday's commencement was 
the first of two ceremonies this 
year for 17-yem0 old Robert Wailers/ 
who earned his associale's degree 
via dual-enrollment classes while 
still in high school. He'll graduate 
from Lincoln Park Academy in a 
few weeks, and he plans lo study 
civil engineering at Florida Stale 
University. · · 

"This helps, because I'm 
already halfway there now," Wai
lers said. 
® sarah_prohaska@pbpost.com 
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IRCC to graduate 1,396 today 
BY CHARLIE REED 
charlie.reed@scripps.com 

What: IRCC Graduation 
When: 9 a.in; today · . 

VERO BEACH - Last Jtme, Amber 
Manera considered taking a year off 
from school. 

Where: Tradition Field, 525 N.W. Peacock Blvd., St. 
Lucie West 
Who: 1,396 graduates and their families and friends 

Her father had just been· seriously 
injured in a car accident, and she 
wanted to work as much as possible · 
to help with family fimmces. 

Special Notes: . 
• No tickets are necessary for families and guests .· 
• Attendees are encouraged to arrive as early as 

. possible 
Manera "But my dad said, 'Absolutely no • Graduates should be at the stadium before 8 a.m. 

way.'. He said school cru.ne first. He al
ways has," said Mru.1era, who today joins 1,396 grad
uates picking up their associate's degrees at Indiru.1 

· · ('_ · r, llano --------. 

• Follow the directions of the officers for parking 
• Special needs attendees should go to the front of 
the stadium to the special drop-off area 

.BJVeramrnurnty vo~ . 
"I'm glad he put his foot down," said the 

• More questions? Log onto www.irrcc.edu for avid· 
eo and presentation about commencement ceremo· 
nies 

See IRCC, page B8 

IHCC 
FROM PAGE B1 

20-yeru.·-old Vero Beach native, 
who earned her degree in ac
cow1ting and plans to attend 
Florida Atlantic University in 
the fall, 

"My dad's accident brought 
our family closer together, but 
it also taught me how to be in
dependent and that I had to 
cow1t on myself," said Manera, 
who spent hours studying at 
his bedside. · 

When she wasn't hitting the 
_books, Mru.1era worked at a lo
cal accounting office, where 
she started as an intern in her 
junior year at Vero Beach 
High. . 

"I want to continue working 
there as long as possible," she 
said. "They teach me so much 
am! have gone out of their way 

to show me how to go above 
and 1:)eyond what I learned in 
tl1e classroom." 

She is graduating with high 
h01iors and was tl1e recipient 
of several scholarships that 
paid her way through school. 

Although her father has 
ft.illy recovered, Manera now is 
concerned about her brother 
Shane Mark Manera, a U.S. 
mru.·ine who is being deployed 
to Iraq next month. 

But Manera said the power 
of positive thinking has been 
and will continue to be the key 
to dealing with life's chal
lenges. 

"My fru.nily keeps me in- · 
spired to do well," Manei:a 
said. "I was bwmned out when 
I found out my brother wasn't 
able to come to graduation. 
But he'll be there in two years 
for my FAU graduation." 
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IRCC to graduate 1,396 stt1dents; O]J.e 'glad it's over' CHEER THEM ON 

What: IRCC Graduation 
When: 9 a.m. today BY CHARLIE REED 

charlie.reed@scripps.com 

PORT ST. LUCIE - vVD -Cannon never 
thought he was college material. 

"I was just never a good student, just didn't 
like anything about school really," said the 
21-year-old Port St. Lucie resident. 

But today he will be among the 1,396 gradu
ates picking up their associate's degrees at 1,
dian River Community College. -

Arter graauanng from ffiCc1s Adult High 
School in 2005, Cannon had planned to go 
straight into the workplace. 

He ended up taking a full-time position with 
an electrician but he also enrolled in IRCC's 
construction management program. 

I 

"----

After his grades in high school 
earned him a full scholarship, 
Cannon said he couldn't pass up 
the opportunity. 

Cannon 
"I would have been stupid not 

to go," he said. "It was hard. I 
would have to go straight from 

work to class all dirty sometimes." 
He would start work in the morning, attend 

classes at night and typically wouldn't get 
home until after 10 p.m. during the week. 

But once Cannon found his academic 
groove, it was hard to pull him away from 
IRCC, where he spent countless hours study
ing and completing assignments on campus. 

u 

"I couldn't take school home with me. I put 
in longer hours at the lab than at work some
times," he said. "But I had to keep up my 
grades to keep the scholarship." 

Along with a: flexible boss, Cannon said he 
could not have gotten through school without 
the support of his sister and mother. 

"They basically kept me organized. My 
mom's my biggest motivation in life." he said. 

Still, Cannon said not only did he take away 
valuable job skills at IRCC, he also learned de
termination. 

"I did what I needed to do. I wanted to go to 
school while I was young," he said. ·'But I am 
glad it's over." 

. Where: Tradition Field, 525 N.W. Peacock Blvd, St. 
Lucie West 
Who: 1,396 graduates and their families and friends 
Special Notes: 
• No tickets are necessary for families and guests. 
• Attendees are encouraged to arrive as early as 
possible. 
• Graduates should be at the stadium before 8 a.m. 
• Follow the directions of the officers for parking. 
• Special needs attendees should go to the front of 
the stadium to the special drop-off area. 
• More questions? Log on to www.irrcc.edu for avid· 
eo and presentation about commencement ceremo· 
nies 
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Mitch Kloorfain/chief photographer 
Phi Beta Kappa member Matthew Walker of Fort Pierce crosses the stage to shake the 
hand of Indian River Community College president Edwin Massey. lRCC's largest graduat-
ing class held ceremonies on Saturday, Mays at Tradition Field. · 
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Boswell receives degree 
Wiley and Bertha Boswell are proud to congratulate their 
granddaughter, Desiree M. Boswell, on receiving her 
associate in arts degree in accounting on May 5, at Tra
ditional Field in Port St. Lucie. Desiree is an 2005 gradu
ate of Okeechobee High School. She plans to transfer to 
the University of South Florida in Tampa, to obtain her 
bachelor's degree as a certified public accountant. 
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Sandra Velasquez of Port St. Lucie crosses the stage to shake the hand of Indian 
River Community Colleg~ president Edwin Massey and graduate with an associate 
of arts degree. The ceremonies were held Saturday, May 5 at Tradition Field. 

Mitch Kloorfain/chief photographer 
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SARAH GRILE ~ sarah.grile@scripps.com 
From left, Megan Burkhalter of Stuart, Nicole Bhalla of Fort Pierce, and Jude 
Alcide of Port St. Lucie, who all earned associate In science degrees, cheer 
after changing their tassels during l11dian River Community College 
comm~n·cement at Tradition Field In Port St. Lucie on Saturday. 

C u 

TO FUTURE 
IRCC's largest-ever graduating class walked · 

across the stage Saturday. With Torrey Pines 

on.the horizon, 1,396 graduates are.moving 

. toward bright futures. Dr. Richard A. 

Houghton, president of Torrey Pines Institute . 

for Molecular Studies, called IR.CC "a 

worlq-class organization and one of the 

reasons (Torrey Pines) decided to come to the 

Treasure Coast." 

STORY,B6 UST OF MARTIN GRADUATES, B14 
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Torrey boss exhorts grads 

Photos by S/\R/\li GRILE • sarah.grilec(ti•scripps.com 
Ellie Baxter, center, of Palm City gives her daughter, Tara Shot·tsleeve, right, a hug before walking to the stage during the Indian River· 
Community College commencement Saturday at Tradition Field In Port St. Lucie. Shortsleeve said she talked her· mom Into getting a nursing 
degree with her after· taking car·e of her grandmother·, who became ill five years ago. Below: Megan Burkhalter of Stuart shouts for a fr'iend 
receiving a degree Saturday. 

BY TYLER TREADWAY 
lylcl'.lrcadway@scl'ipps.com 

PORT ST. LUCIE - It wasn't exactly a job oner, but ... 
"I hope that some of you in the audience will come work witl1 Torrey 

Pines as we grow," Dr. Richard A. Houghton, president of Torrey Pines In
stitute for Molecu.lar Studies, told 1,396 brand-new alunmi of Indian River 
Conummity Colle~" at graduation ceremonies Satmday morning al T:rad1-
tion Field. 

Some of Uie members of lRCC's largest-ever graduating class may want 
to take Houghton up on that. 

"Absolutely," said Jenniler Shoup of Port St. Lucie, who received an as
sociate in science degree in medical lab technology. "I think (Torrey Pines) 
coming here is a great idea, and it's right iJl line with the work we're 

See IRCC, page B13 

INSIDE: Cl1eck out the list of graduates. 814 
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DIFFERENT POINTS OF VIEW 

· , To illustrate tl,e inea11i11g ofoptimism, Dr. Richard A. Houghtor, · 
' · toid IRCC graduates a story abolit a tather;s gifts to his two sons: a 

pessimist and an optimist. · . . · 
• . . · The pessimist op~ned the door to a room with a pohy arid gruhi~ · 

.bled about the Work takii1g pare of the animal wili require. . . · 
· sthe·optirhist operied the door, tb a:rboin filled with milnul'e arid 

excialiTied, "1here must be a pony aroUr\d hel'e sbmeWherer:- .. 
. . . · . . ·, ' ' 

A FATHER;$ PRIDE ' 

. Proud papa 'rradeep Zaveri of Okeecliobee smiied as he . 
snapped photos of his dalighters, 20-year-oid Sarillra' and . · . 
18-Year-old kavisha, getting their diplomas from IRCC President Ed- , 
win Massey. · · 

• Samira graduated with highest honors While earning an associate 
degree in eleinentai-y education, a Phi Beta Kappa key and a place 
on tl1e All-Florida Academic Team; Kavisha earned an accounting de-· 
gree while still a student at Okeechobee High School. · 

"Having two daughters graduate 011 the same day," Zaveri said, 
"it's great, excellent t11eir mother (Padmini Zavei-i) and I always try . · 
to rnal\e .sure they do their best." . · 

·1ncc 
FROM PAGE B6 

doing." 
ShoL1p said ·she •expecls to 

get a job o!Ier from St. Mary's 
Medical Center in West Palm 
Beach, "but that's quite a ways 
lo go to work every day. I have 
children, and I'd rather not be 
that far away;'' · · 

David Reed of Port St. Lucie, 
who also received·a11 associate 
degree in medical lab teclmolo
gy, is looking at a career in bi
ological engineering research, 
said the possibility of woi'king 
at Torrey Pines would allow 
him "to work somewhere oth
er than a hospiU1l. Besides, Illy 
mother Jives here by herself; 
and I don't want: to have to 
leave her." 

Last year, Torrey Pines 
agreed to move its hendqqar
ters from California to the Tra
clition subdivision of Port SL 
Lucie aller the city IJrokerecl a 
$90 million incentive package 
Lo hire Lile nonproill IJioLech-

nology research llrm's 189 jobs 
to the Treasure Coast. 

Already, lRCC has stepped 
up ellcn'ls to bring bioleclmolo
gy training lo Treasure Coast 
residents with two crash 
courses i11 biotechnology this 
month mid a new biotechnolo
gy associate's degree, · · 

Houghton called iRcc · "a 
world-class orga11ization and 
one of the reasons (Torrey 
Pines) decided to come to tlm 
Treastu-e Coast. 

"You students here have re
ceived a superb education," 
Houghton said, "one that will 
serve you for tl1e rest of yom· 
lives." 

Houghton called himselr "a 
meandering, mediocre s.lu
dent" until an organic che111is
try class chauged his lire aud 
science became l1is passion." 

Houghton loll! the sludenls 
to "line! what you want, persist 
in wllat you want, experience 
what: you.want; antl you'll fi11cl 
joy in your lives." 
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Area community colleges 
may offer bachelor degrees 
BY SCOTT TRAVIS 
Sun-Sentinel 

Community colleges in 
Broward and Palm Beach 
counties may soon become 
the latest two-year schools in 
the state to offer four-year 
bachelor's degrees. 

Trustees at Palm Beach 
Community College are ex
ploring whether to offer a . 
bachelor's degree in organiza
tional management. Broward 
Community College is consid
ering four-year degrees in 
teaching and possibly nurs
ing, interim President Willis 
Holcombe said. 
. State law allows communi

ty colleges to offer four-year 
programs · in high-demand 
fields. At least half a dozen . 
community colleges in Flori
da now offer or plan to offer 
four-year degrees, including 
Miami Dade College and..Indi,-

1 an River Communitv Colleg~. 
These degrees were dis

cussed Wednesday as one of. 
the options to improve higher 
education in Florida. The 
Board of Governors, the poli
cy-making body for state uni
versities, conducted a public 
meeting in Jupiter to seek in- . 
put on ways to provide more 
four-year degrees in the state 
and meet the needs of em
ployers. 

Consultant Alceste T. Pap-

"If there's a need 

that's not being met, 

we hy to work with 

the community 

colleges." 

Sherry Plymale, a member 
of the FAU Board of 
Trustees 

pas has recommended an 
overhaul of the state's higher 
education system, converting 
coµummity colleges and oth
er schools into four-year state 
colleges that focus only on 

· undergraduate education·. 
The . state ranlrn 43rd in the 
country for percentage of res
idents · with bachelor's de
grees1 according to Pappas. 

"Commtmity colleges are 
poised to take on the chal
lenge of offering these de
grees," said Susan Batunel, · 
chairwoman of the PBCC 
Board of Trustees. "You have . 
the facilities in place. It 

· seems like tha,t would be a 
. natural sequence." 

Palm Beach Commtmity 
College's prop"osed organiza
tional management degree 
program would train students 
to work in health care .or pub-

lie safety administration, said 
Erin McColskey, executive 
assistant to President Dennis 
Gallon. 

The trustees expect to dis
cuss the proposal at a meet
ing Tuesday. 

Holcombe will discuss the 
issue with Broward Commu• 
nity College's trustees on 
May 23. While degrees in 
nursing and other programs 
are being qiscussed, the pri
ority is in education. Florida 
needs about 30,000 teachers a 
year but universities gradu
ate only about 5,000 a year, 
according to state Depart
ment of Education figures . 

"There is a need for more 
teachers, and our ability in 
the state and Broward Coun
ty to produce enough teach• 
ers is not getting any better," 
Holcombe.said. 

Officials at Florida Atlantic 
University have opposed the 
move to offer four-year de-
grees. . 

"If there's a need that's not 
being met, we try to work 
with 

I 
the community col

legest said Sherry Plymale, a 
member of the F AU Board of 
Trustees . 

Plymale sam not enougn 
. students are choos1ng to get 
bachelor's degrees, and she 
doesn't thinlc that will change 
just because community col
leges are offering them. 
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FAU may offer fewer classes in the future 
BY SCOTT TRAVIS 
Sun-Sentinel 

Florida Atlantic University 
coLtld have to scale back its 
course. oJierings if large mun
bers of students pmsue four: · 
year degrees at local communi
ty colleges, officials said 
Wednesday. 

The three conummity col
leges in Florida Atlantic Uni
versity's territory have all ex
pressed interest in o!Iering 
bachelor's degrees. Indian Riv: 
~Co1111nw1itl College plans m 
oJler mu·sing, eaucatlon ahd 
applied science degrees in Jan
uary. Broward · Community 
College and Pal1'n Beach Com
munity College have proposals 
to offer fom-year degrees as 
well. 

FAU officials wonder if 
they'll have to compete with 
commw1ity colleges, which of
fer lower tuition, for the ·same 
students. 

"We can only . oITer courses 
where thete are enotigh sti.t
dents to support professors 
and the operations of classes," 
FAU President Frank Brogan 
said at a Board of Trustees . 
meeting in Port St. Lucie. "We · 

· work on a very slim margin. If 
· U1at's tilted one way or anoth
er, :you may" have to make ad
justments." 

Community colleges say 
they are responding to statis
tics that show Florida ranks 
43nl in the country in terms of 
U1e percentage of · residents 

0 

with bachelor's degrees. But 
FAU officials say they c)ren't 
turning students away, they 
have openings in rnru1y of the 
degree programs proposetl by 
conu11w1ity colleges. 

The state agreed earlier U1is 
year to allow corh1mmity col
leges to offer fom·-year degrees 
in high-clemai1d fields. But 
F AU officials say mru1y of the -· 
details must be worked out. 

They wony about how this 
will affect existing agreemei1ts 
between commtmity colleges 
and tmiversities. · In Florida, 
stllllents who receive an asso
ciate of arts degree at c01rnnu
nity colleges ru·e guarru1teed . 

· admission to a state tmiversi
t-y. 

Officials want -to lmov.r if 
credits will trc).nsfer if a stu
dent starts a four-yeru· pro
gram at a c01runw1ity college, 
then decides to later go to a 
university. And must tmiversi
ty graduate programs accept 
st.titlents with a community 
college bachelor's degree? 

"We're stru·ting out without 
a plan in place tl1at says he1;e 
is the goal we wru1t to get to, 
here's what everyone's role is, 
ru1d here's how we're going to 
accomplish it," Trustees Chair
man Norman Tripp said. 

Area comrmmity colleges 
say F'AU should not worry. 
They say their core mission is 
still offering two-year degrees; 
and all previous agreements 
are sli!J valid. · 
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offer new· programs 
BY CHARLIE REED 
charlie.reed@scripps.com 

For those thinking about college, 
IRCC and FAU have two new pro
grams tb offer. 

Indian River Community College 
will begin offering a new dual-admis~ 
sion program in conjunction with 
Florida Institute of Technology in 

· Melbourne in the fall. 
Students will save a significant 

amount of-money by attending IRCC 
before transferring to the private uni-

C 

versity and also will receive a $4,000 -
scholarship for their last two years of 
schooL .. 
· Meanwhile, Florida Atlantic Uni

versity is introducing a new degree 
in geomatic engineering. It was es
tablished to help ease the shortage of 
trained land-surveyor professionals 
created by_ a new law that requires · 
them to have a bachelor's degree; said 
Gerri McPherson, Treasure Coast 
campus vice president. · 

"Many local engineering firms ex-

_.;J; ~~i~ I.Nl:.~RMATl~N -- .. 

IRCC/FIT~ (866) 866-4722, (BObY 
.888-4348 or log onto www.ircc.edu; · 
· www.fit.edu ·. · . . . 

. FAU: (7-72) 873-3439 or e-mail geo- -. 
.. maticseng@fau:edu or, log onto . · . 

. , www.ge.fau:_edu ·.: : < . . . :, .~ 

··-· ,, . -·- . . --~ .. . . ~ -•· -

pressed the critical need for this -de
gree, and.FAD was ready to respond," 

u 

shesaid. · 
Because many potential students 

already have their associate's degree 
and full-time jobs, FAU will offer 
some coursework in the evenings. 

"Until riow, there was only one uni
versity in Flor;ida providing this cur
riculum. So many talented surveyors 
in the area have wanted to get their 
degree but couldn't leave their jobs or 

, families," said Roxanna Trinka, pres
. ident of the local firm Baseline Engi

neering and Land Surveying. 
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JUAN DALE BROWN • juan.dale. lJrown@scripps.com 

Joh1i Wesley Williamson, 21/2, gets a little help from Wes Williamson, right, and Betty and Sonny Williamson, left, 
at the groundbreaking for tile Williamson Conference and Educational Center at the Indian River Community, 
Colleg_e Dixon Hendry Campus in Olrnechobee on Thursday. Looking on is IRCC President Edwin Massey. 
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BY CHARLIE REED 
chnrlie.recd@scripps.com 

OKEECHOBEE - You can't help 
!mt notice when something new is 
built here. 

Compared to the booming 
growth in St. Lucie Com1ty to the 
east, Okeechobee County is a bas
tion of undeveloped land, home lo 
UtUe more than 40,000 residents. 

Williams, regional vice president 
of Riverside Bank of Okeechobee. 

Set to open in fall 2008, the Wil
liamson Conference anti Educa
tional Center will bring lo Okee
chobee a 175-seat auditorium, pro
fessional catering kitchen and 
'!ugh-tech strategic planning room 
for board meetings and corporate 

Situated on the north end or IRCC's 
Dixon-Hendry campus in Okeechobee, 
the Future Williamson Conference and 
Education Center will increase the size 
or the campus by approximately 15,000 
square Feet. 

. ,. ; OKEECHOBEE , 
-NW 36th St. 

- ~~~ 

But things are slowly changing 
in this rural community skirting 
U1e big Jake with the same name. 

retreats. · 
"Not only is it something we 

can use, but we'll bring other peo
ple to the commtmily · by having 
this facility," said Williams, an 
Okcr.choher. naf ive. 

-·~ _._:,:-::f,-.-~,(r'.~--~- --~---. 
: f.:\bk~e~~~b· \ ,½/C.9~nty AirR On Thnrsclay, conslruct:ion 1Je

g;u1 011 ;1 $fi million conlenmc:e 
am! education cenler at lmlia.u 
River Commw1itv Colleg~s Dix
on-Hendry · campus that officials 
say could invigorate the local 
economy. 

"We'U be able to have regional 
meetings here instead of having to 
go out of town. We're never able 
lo host anything here," said John 

Slutlenfs slant! lo benefit from 
the 15,000-square-foot center too. 
Along wiU1 U1e business-oriented 
amenities, it also will house U1e 
campus' first biology lab, addition
al classroom space, a computer 
lab and a new nursing lab where 

i: ~~:~~s 
mm11m1111111111u11u11 'inn 

' . - ~- ' ' . ·; .-•· '. . . 
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See OKEECHOBEE, page B9 CIIRISTOPHER ARNOLD· Stnff 

WILLIAMSON CONFERENCE AND EDUCATION 
CENTER HIGHLIGHTS . 

· Named In honor of Okeechobee residents Frank "Sonny" Wll
llamson and his wife Betty, the 15,000 square-foot complex 
will open In fall 2008 with the following amenities:, 

• 175-seat auditorium, equipped with.the latest in presentation tech-
nology · · . · 
• Professional catering kitchen and laboratory for culinary students 

· . • Strategic planning room with multimedia equipment for meetings 
and two smaller rooms for break-but sessions 
• Health science classroom 
• Nursing lab with simulated hospital environment 
• Biology lab 
• Computer lab · . · - · 
• Covered veranda for receptions, breaks and networking sessions. 

OKEECHOBEE 
FROM PAGE 81 

students will work directly 
with staff from Raulerson Hos
pital. 

"The addition of the cenler 
is going to open up new oppor-_ 
tunities for our students," said 
IRCC Provost Sam Smith, the 
campus' top admillistrator. 

The expansion - about half 
the size of the existing 
28,000-square-foot campus -
also means some of IRCC's 
1,80() students might not have 
to commute to the 111ai11 cam
pus in Fort Pierce to get all the 
courses they need, SmiLil said. 

A crowd of local residents, 
students and county ·and city 
officials gathered at the cam
pus Thw-sday to celebrate the 
project's grom1dbreaki.ng at a 
family-style barbecue. 

Being built with $2.5 million 
in private donations ..:_ match
ed dollar-fdr-dollar by the state 
- the center clearly has sup
port from the con1111un1ty, said 
Com1ty Commissioner Marvin 
Wherrell . . 

"Okeechobee is such a giv
il1g place," Wherrell said. 

What's more, ·he said, ex
panding the college campus 
"gives us a better chance of 
keeping our students here for 
school." 
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Submitted by IRCC 

The Indian River Community College Dixon Hendry Campus will hold their ground
breaking ceremony for the Williamson Conference Educational Center on Thursday, 
May 17, at 4 p.m. This conceptual design is what the center will look like upon comple
tion in the fall of 2008. 

IRCC expands local campus 
By Chauna Aguilar 
Okeechobee News 

Indian River Communit Col
lege IRCC will be holding its 
groundbreaRing ceremony for 
the new Williamson Conference 
and Educational Center on Thurs
day, May 17, at 4 p.m. at the local 
Dixon Hendry Campus, 2229 
N.W Ninth Ave. 

Okeechobee residents inter
ested in educational and business 
development of the community 
are invited. The new teclmologi
cally sophisticated facility will be 
used for conferences, college 
courses, seminars, strategic plan
ning sessions, community activi
ties and many other events. 

"The Williamson Conference 
and Educational Center will be a 
great addition to the Dixon 
Hendry Campus and the Okee
chobee community," said Sam 
Smith, provost at the Dixon 
Hendry Campus. "We all look 
forward to the exciting opportu
nities that will be opened up to 
our students, local businesses 
and community members with 
the addition of this center." 

The Williamson Conference 
and Educational Center is named 
after longtime Okeechobee resi
dents Frank "Sonny" and Belly C. 
Williamson who donated the 
lead gift to the IRCC Foundation 
fund raising campaign for the cen
ter which will open in the fall of 
2008. 

Mr. Williamson has also 
served on the IRCC Foundation 
board of directors for many years. 

The center will house a multi
purpose auditorium, professional 
catering kitchen, strategic plan-

ning room, nursing classroom 
and labs, biology lab and com-
puter lab. · 

The 15,000-square-fool facility 
will serve as a multi-purpose 
resource to support economic, 
community, cultural and busi
ness development in Okee
chobee. 

The center will feature a 175-
seal multi-purpose Raulerson 
Hospital Auditorium that will be 
fully equipped with the latest 
presentation technology. Each 
area in the center is named after 
key supporters in fundraising for 
the center. 

The center will cost a total of 
$5.2 million, with $2.6 million 
coming from private contribu

. lions to the IRCC Foundation and 
the other $2.6 million from 
matching funds from the Florida 
Facilities Matching program. 

Riverside National Bank spon
sored the strategic planning room 
that will provide a high-tech set
ting for business meetings with 
smart boards, or interactive white 
boards, to encourage creativity 
and collaborative problem solv
ing. This unique multi-media 
room will be bracketed by two 
breakout rooms for smaller 
break-out sessions that are spon
sored by Christa Luna in honor of 
Gil and Marie Culbreth, and, by 
Dudley and Cheryl Kirton. 

Adjacent to the auditorium 
will be a professional culinary 
catering kitchen that will serve as 
a commercial teaching lab for 
students. It is sponsored by 
Chuck and Linda Syfrelt with Pele 
and Susanne Clemons. 

Opening off the auditorium 
will be a covered veranda that is 

sponsored by U1e Altobello family 
that will be used for receptions, 
breaks and networking sessions. 

·The Weiss Nursing wing is 
sponsored by the Alex and·Rox
anna Booth Foundation. 

Within the Weiss Nursing 
wing will be a specially designed 
health science classroom, spon
sored by Frank and Brigitte Irby, 
which will enable the college to 
serve additional students prepar
ing for careers in nursing and 
other healtl1 care professions. 

Students will prepare for clini
cal internships at Raulerson Hos
pital in the new nursing lab, 
which will replicate a multi-bed 
hospital nursing station. 

The biology lab, sponsored by 
Kim Williamson, will serve as the 
first fully-equipped scientific lab 
at the Dixon Hendry Campus. It 
will provide a valuable learning 
environment for students pursu
ing the Associate in .Arts degree 
for university transfer, as well as 
health science students. 

Dixon Hendry campus stu
dents previously attended IRCC 
science lab classes at the Okee
chobee High School science 
building or on the other campus
es out of town. 

. The new computer lab, spon
sored by ICS Computers, will 
serve technology training needs 
of area businesses and will be the 
site for IRCC's Office Systems 
Technology program where stu
dents proceed at their own pace 
with flexible scheduling while 
developing professional expe1tise 
in the latest office software. 

See IRCC - Page 2 

IRCC 
Coritlmied From Page 1 
. •. Frances. Syfrett .sponsored . a 
multi-purpose. classroom where 

· additional general classes will be 
able· to be_ qffered at the Dixon 
Hendry campus due to the addi
tional classroom space . 

. . The faculty woikroom is spon-
sored by. Regina. Hamrick; the 

. lobby by Dean, Mead, Minton and 
. Zwerrier; and the reception area by 
Seacqast Bank. 111e following ted1-
nology sponsors will appear on U1e 

· platinum wall of honor: Henry c. 
· Kelly Estate; Seminole Tobe ofFlori-

da; Inc.; :and, Royal Concrete Con
. cepts. 

·. TI1is ce~ter is designed asa busi
ness and.community resource U1at 
will be available for lease. The serv
ices provldea at the center are 
expected to help attract new busi

. nesses to the county and additional 
jobs. . · 

Opportunities for contributions 
are still available. The. major nam- · 
ing opportunities have been estab
lished, yet new contributors will be 
recognized with a permanent dis
play iri the center. 

For information call the Dixon 
Hendry campus at (863) 824-6000; 
the main campus at (866) 866-
4722; or, ihe IRCC Foundation at 
(772) 462-4786, 
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\7Vdl.uunsou Ceutec Off1c1als attend groundbrealung 

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguliar 
Members of the tndlan River Community College Foundation board and board of 
trustees along with other noted Individuals (left to right) Edie Bradshaw, Linda Syfrett, 
Thomas Thurlow, Jimmie Anne Haisley, Edwin Arnowitt, Jane Rowley, Frank "Sonny" 
WIiiiamson; Betty Williamson; Dr. Edwin Massey, Susanne Clemons, Werner Bois, Rene' 
Perez, Len Hoag, Sam Patterson, John Abney, John Williams, Ann Decker and ~am 
Smith took part in the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Williamson Conference 
and Educational Center at IRCC's Dixon Hendry Center. 

IRCC expands local campus 
By ChaunaAguilar 
Okeechobee News 

Indian River Conlmunity Co~-
. jege (IRCC) peld its groundbrea -

mg ceremony for the new 
Williamson Conference and Edu
cational Center on Thursday, May 
17, al the local Dixon Hendry 
Campus. 

Okeechobee residents inter
ested in the business and educa
tional development of the com
munity attended this important 

. event that will affect the fulure of 
many people living in and around 
Okeechobee. 

The new technologically 
sophisticated facility will be used 
for conferences, college courses, 
seminars, strategic planning ses
sions, community activities and 
many other events. 

"This is a memorial day for 
residents of Okeechobee County 
and surrounding areas," said 
Sam Smith, provost at the Dixon 
Hendry Campus. "This will 
change the lives of countless citi
zens in Okeechobee." 

The Williamson Conference 
and Educational Center is named 
after longtime Okeechobee resi
dents Frank "Sonny" and Betty C. 
Williamson who donated the 
lead gift lo the IRCC Foundation 
fundraising campaign for the 
center which will open in the fall 
of 2008. 

Mr. Williamson has also 
served on the IRCC Foundation 
board of directors for many 
years. 

Indian River Community College President Dr. Edwin 
Massey (right) presented Frank "Sonny" Williamson (left) 
and his wife Betty Williamson (center) with a commemora
tive basket representing the groundbreaking ceremony for 
the Williamson Conference and Educational Center on 
Thursday, May 17. The center is named in their honor for 
their long-term support of IRCC and the IRCC foundation. 

Members of the IRCC Board 
of Trustees and Foundation 
Board participated in the actual 
groundbreaking by shoveling dirt 
al the new site with golden shov
els.· 

Participating in the ground
breaking were: Edie Bradshaw, 
IRCC trustee, Indian River Coun
ty ; Linda Syfretl, IRCC Trustee, 
Okeechobee County; Thomas 
Thurlow, Jr., IRCC Foundation 
Board; Jimmie Anne Haisley, 

executive director emerita, IRCC 
Foundation; Edwin Arnowitl, 
IRCC Foundation Board; Jane 
Rowley, IRCC trustee, SI. Lucie 
County; Frank "Sonny" 
Williamson; Betty Williamson; 
Dr. Edwin Massey, IRCC presi
dent; Susanne Clemons, chair, 
IRCC Foundation Board; Werner 
Bois, chair, IRCC Board of 
Trustees; Rene' Perez, IRCC 

See Center - Page 2 



Continued From Page 1 
trustee, Indian River County; Len 
Hoag, IRCC trustee, Martin County; 
Sam Patterson, IRCC trustee, St. 
Lucie County; John Abney, IRCC 
Foundation Board; John Williams, 
IRCC Foundation Board; Ann 
Decker, executive director, IRCC 
Foundation; and Sam Smith, IRCC 

· provost, Okeechobee County. 
The group was also honored for 

all their work in raising funds and 
planning for this project. 

lab classes al the Okeechobee 
High School science building or on 
the other campuses out of town. 

The new computer lab, spon
sored by ICS Computers, will serve 
technology training needs of area 
businesses and will be the site for 
IRCC's Office Systems Technology 
program where students proceed 
at their O\-Vn pace with flexible 
scheduling while developing pro
fessional expertise in the latest 
office software. 

According to Mr. Smith, the $5.2 
million needed to build this center 
was secured in only six weeks. Half 
of that amount came from private 
contributions, while the other half 
came from matching funds from 
the Florida Facilities Matching pro-

Okeechobee News/Chauna Aguilar 
Sam Smith, provost of Indian River Community College's 
Dixon t-lendry Campus, spoke to the crowd at the gr<>und
breaklng ceremony about the Importance of education and 

Frances Syfrell sponsored a 
multi-purpose classroom where 
additional ge11eral classes will be 
able to be offered . at the Dixon 
Hendry campus clue to the addi
tional classroom space. 

The faculty workroom is spon
sored by Regina Hamrick; the 
lobby by Dean, Mead, Minton and 
Zwerner; and the reception area by 

. the tremendous support that Okeechobee has lent to IRCC 
for this endeavor. Seacoast Bank. The following tech

sponsored by the Alex and Roxan- · nology sponsors will appear on the 
na Booth Foundation. platinum wall of honor: Hen'ry . C. · 

gram. . 
"i have never seen: a communi- Riverside National Bank spon-

. ty rally behind ~ project. like this sored the strategic planning room 
f ·tu~d make i! happen sci quickly," that will provide a high-tech setting 
\... ~ said Dr. Massey. . · . for business meetings with smart 

_, . Said Mr. Williamson: "If you're boards, or interactive while 
planning a year, sow rice; if you're · boards, to encourage c'reativity and 
planning for a decade, plant .trees;. collaborative problem solving. This 
if you are planning for a lifetime, · unique multi-media room will be 
educate the people.'' . , . bracketed by two breakout rooms 

(j 

The center will house ·a mu Iii- for smaller break-out sessions that 
purpose auditorium, professional are sponsored by Christa Lima in 
catering kitchen, strategic planning honor of Gil and Marie Culbreth, 
room, nursing classroom and labs, and by Dudley and Cheryl Kirton. 
biology lab and computer lab.. · Adjacent to the auditorium will 

The 15,000-square-foot facility be a professional culinary catering 
will serve as a multi-purpose kitchen that will serve as a com
resource to support economic, mercial teaching lab for students. It 
comniunity, cultural ~ncl business is sponsored by Chuck and Linda 
clevelofiment in Okeechobee. Syfrett with Pete and Susanne 

The center will feature a 175- Clemons. 
seat multi-purpose Raulerson Hos~ . Off the auditorium will be a cov
pita\ Auditorium that will be fully ered veranq;;\,tl1at is. ;,pqnsored by 
equipped with the latest presenta- the Alto,bello, fa\nily. It will pe used 
lion technology. Each area in the for recepliqnj, breaks and net-
center is riamed after key support- working sessions. .. ·· · 
ers in fundraising for the center. The Weiss Nursing wing is 

In that nursing wing will be a Kelly Estate; Seminole Tribe of 
specially designed health science Florida, Inc.; and, Royal Concrete 
classroom, sponsored by Frank Concepts. 
and. Brigitte Irby, which will enable . This center is designed as a 
the college to serve additional stµ- .'· business and community resource 
dents preparing for careers in nurs- . that will be available for lease. The 
ing and other health care profes- services provided at the center are 
sions. · · expected to help attract new busi-

St.udents will prepare for clinical nesses to the county and additional , 
internships at Raulerson Hospital jobs. 
in the new nursing tab, which will Opportunities for contributions 
replicate a multi-bed hospital nurs- • are still available. The major nam
ing station. · ing opportunities have been estab-

The biology lab, sponsored by . lished, yet new contributors will be 
Kirn Williamson, will serve as the recognized with a permanent dis-
fi f ti · cl · "fi I play in the center. 
lrSt u y-eqrnppe scienti ic ab at For information call the Dixon 
the Dixon Hendry Campus. It will 
provide a valuable learning envi-. Hendry campus at (863) 824-6000; 
ronment for students pursuing the the main campus at (866) 866-
Associate in Arts degree for u11iver- 4722; or, the IRCC Foundation at 
sily transfer, as well as health sci- (772) 462-4786. 
ence students. · Post your opinions in the Public· 

Issues Fonm1 at www.newszap.com. 
Dixon Hendry carilpus stude.nts Reporter Chauna Aguilar may be 

previously attended IRCC science reached at caguilar@newszap.com. 
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IRCC Breaks Ground for Williamson 
Conference and Educational Center 

$'-,7-t) &_ e. e 'I news release 

The groundbreaking for the 
Williamson Conference and Educa
tional Center al the Indian Ri ver Com
munitv Colleee Dixon Hendry Cam
pus signifies the beginning of new 
education, business and technology 
opportunities in Okeechobee County. 
The only facility of its type in 
Okeechobee, the $5 million Center 
will serve as a multi-purpose resource 
to support economic. community, cul
lural and business development. Pro
viding a technologically sophisticated 
environment, the Center's 15,000 
square feet will be used for large-scale 
conferences, courses, seminars, strnte
gic planning sessions, co~munity ac
tivities and other events. 

Held on Thursday, May 17 at4 
p.m., the Groundbreaking ceremony 
will honor the contributions of Fran!; 
.. Sonny" Williamson nod Betty 
Williamson as lead contributors to 
1he IRCC Foundation fund-raising 
campaign forthe facility. The center 
is named in honor of the couple ' s 
long-term support of IRCC and the 
IRCC Foundation. 

"Sonny and Betty Williamson 
have a deep appreciation of the impor
tance of education for the residenlS of 
Okeechobee," said Dr. EdwinR. Massey, 
FRCC President 'The Center named in 
1heir honor will help studenlS improve 
their lives and provide new resources for 
Okeechobee businesses and organiza
tions. We are very thankful for the key 
role tl1ey have played in making this new 
Center possible." 

Other major sponsors of the 
fund-raising campaign will also be 
recognized at the ceremony. 

The Williamson Conference 
and Educational Center has been 
designed 10 meet a multitude of com
munity purposes. II will feature a 
175-seal Raulerson Hospital Audito
rium, to be fully equipped with the 
latest presentation technology. The 
Auditorium name recognizes the sup
port of Raulerson Hospital to the 
\Villiamson Center campaign. 

An adjacent professional 
kiu.:hen will serve: a dual purpose as a 
t.:aterinl! kitchen and commercial 
teaching labora1ory for student?. The 
Auditorium will open 10 an adJncent 
covered veranda for receptions, 
breaks and networking sessions. 

AS1rategic Planning Room will 
provide a high-tech setting for busi-

ness meetings with smart boards to 
encouraoe creativity and collabora
tive problem solving. This unique 
multi-media room will be brncketed 
by two smaller meeting rooms for 
break-out sessions. 

A specially designed Health 
Science Classroom will ' enable the 
College 10 serve additional students 
preparing for careers in nursing anJ 
other health care professions. Stu-

dents will prt:!pare for clinical intern
ships at Raulerson Hospital in the 

new Nursing Lab,replicatinga multi
bed hospital nursing stati_on. 

The Biology Lab w,11 serve as 
the first fully-equipped scientific 
laboratory at the Dixon Hendry Cam
.pus, providing a valuable learning 
environment for smdents pursuing 
the Associate in Arts degree for un!
versity transfer, as well as health sci
ence students. 

Meeting 1he !raining needs of 
Okeechobee businesses, theComputer 
Lab will be the site for IRCC's Office 
Systems Technology program. Stu
dents in the open-entry program pro
ceed at their own pace with flexible 
scheduling, developing professional 
expertise in the latest office software. 

The Williamson Conference 
·and Educational Center is funded with 
$2.6 million in private contributions, 
which will be matched by 1he Florida 
Facilities Matching Program. It is ex
pected 10 open in the Fall of 2008. 

In addition to Mr. and Mrs. 
Williamson and Raulerson Hospital 
the major sponsors are: 

Riverside National Bank-S1ra
tegic Planning-Center 

Alex and Roxanna Booth Foun
dation - Weiss Nursing Wing 

Christa Luna and Bert Culbreth
Gil and Marie Culbreth Breakout Room 

Dudley and Cheryl Kirton -
Breakout Room 

Chuck and Linda Syfrett with 
Pete and Susanne Clemons - Culi
nary Arts Center 

Kim Williamson - Biology 
Laboratory 

Frances Sy fren-Multipur
pose Classroom 

Frank and Brigitte Irby-Health 
Science Classroom 

Rick and Robbie Chartier- Of
fice Systems Technology Classroom 

Dean, Mead, Minton and 
Zwemer- Lobby 

Regina Hamrick - Faculty 
Workroom · 

Seacoast !lank-Reception Area 
Altobello Family - Veranda 
The Platinum Wall of Honor 

Technology Sponsors are the Henry C. 
Kelly Es1a1e, Seminole TribeofFlorida 
and Royal Concrete Concepts. 

The Ground Breaking Cer
emony wi II be followed by a cookout 
provided by Riverside National Bank 
of Okeechobee. Okeechobee resi
dems who are interested in educa
tional and business development of 
1he community are invited to attend 
the event at the Dixon Hendry Cam
pus at 2229 N.W. 9'" Avenue in 
Okeechobee. For more information, 
call the Campus at 863-824-6000. 
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Ground broken on ne"v IRCC Williamson conference center 
By Charles Murphy 

Jndian River Commu nitv Gol
le!!c broke ground on a near $5 mil
'liori Confe rence and Educational 
Center last week. The Williamson 
fami ly :.1rc one of their biggest sup
porters in Okeechobee County. 

Sonny and !Jetty Williamson, 
. their son Wes, and other members or 

their family were honored as ground 
wns broken on the new center lhnt 
will add classroont'i, laboratories. and 
a confcrenCc ce nter to the 
Okeechobee Communitv. 

"I have never sccfl any commu
nity get behind a project so quickly 
as Okeechobee did in this one,' Col
lege President Dr. Edwin Massey said 
to an overflowing crowd during a cer
emony before the ground breaking. 

Massey noted that it didn't take 
long 10 get the fonds needed to build 
the facility. which will mc:t'iurc dose to 
15,CXX) square feet He noted within six 
weeks of coming to the community, the 
funds were aJ~ady raised 10 ma1ch slme 
dollars for tl tis project 

· Dr. Massey also th anked 
State Board or Education member 
Phoebe Raulerson or Okeechobee 
for her support fo r this project and 

for the expansion of IRCC pro
grams to four year degrees. 

\Vith conslruct ion soon to be
gin, offi cials hope to have it ready 
and operational in the fall or 2008. 

Sonny \Vi lliamson. a member of 
the IRCC Foundation Ooard of Di
rectors s:iid Lhal there has been con
siderable suppo rt in Okeechobee 
County for a long time for education. 
The community leaders here have a 
passion for education and they know 
i1's an important part of improving 
the community. 

Mr. \Villiarnson also recognized 
retired Circuit Judge Dill Hendry and 
members of !he Dixon family for their 
long time support or the college. The 
local campus is named the Dixon 
Hendry campus nftcr those fmnilies. 

Ann Decker. Exccuti\'c Director of 
tltc College Foundation, read a list of 
donors from Okcci.:hobce County who 
gave funds to the fum.lraising campaign. 

llte Reverend Randy Hucakabcc 
of the First Oaptist Church said the 
invocation and Provost Sam Smit h 
welcomed the large crowd. 

Riverside National Bank pro
vided a cookout for the attendees 
aflcr the ceremony. 

Sonny Williamson spoke at tlte ceremony dedicating tlte new Willimnson Center 
Little Willimnson helps at the ground breaking Linda Syfrett ;vas also in attendance at the ground breaking: 

u 
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Williamson Center will help 
coordinate rural development 

With a shovelful of dirt Indian Rjver 
Communitv College ushered in a new era in 
Okeechobee at Thursday's groundbreaking 
ceremony for the $5 million Williamson Con
ference and Educational Center. 

The 15,000-square-foot multipurpose facil
ity will help the rural community coordinate 
economic, community, cultural and business 
development, IRCC officials say. · 

Located on the college's Di..'Con Hendry 
campus, the educational center will have 
the capacity to host large-scale confer
ences, courses, seminars, strategic planning 
sessions, community activities and special 
events. 

Amenities include a 175-seat auditorium, 
multimedia room with smart boards, a 
health science classroom, ._a commercial 
kitchen for instruction and catering and a 
fully equipped scientific laboratory. 

Dr. Edwin R. Massey; IRCC's president, 
praised Frank "Sonny" Williamson and wife, 
Betty - the center's namesakes - as the . 
lead contributors to the project's fund-raising 
campaign and longtime IRCC supporters. 

"Sonny and Betty Williamson have a deep 
appreciation of the importance of educa
tion for the residents of Okeechobee," said 
Massev. 

"The center named in their honor will 
help students improve their lives and provide 
new resources for Okeechobee businesses 
and organizations," he said. · 

The educational center is slated to open 
in the fall of 2008. 
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IRCC gives high school diplomas to 540 adults 
Taking a big step toward a 

brighter future, · 540 Treasure 
Coast residents earned their 
high school diplomas through 
the Indian River Community 
College ActWt Eaucat~on pro
gram this year. 

Throughout the school year, 
the graduates earned high 
school credits in IRCC's Adult 
High School or prepared for 
the General Educational Devel
opment exam at more than 10 
IRCC adult education sites 
throughout St. Lucie, Martin, . 
Indian River, and Okeechobee 
counties. 

More than 100 of the gradu
ates will participate in the 
IRCC High School Diploma 
Ceremony on Tuesday at the 
McAlpin Fine Arts Center on 
the Main Campus in Fort 
Pierce. Students with last 
names beginning with A-K 
will participate in a ceremony 
at 6 p.m., and those with 

G 

names beginning with L-Z will 
receive their diplomas in a cer
emony starting at 8 p.rri. Bryce 
Jones, a 2002 IRCC Adult High 
School graduate, will be the 
graduation speaker. 

During this past school year, 
472 students passed the GED 
exam and 68 completed the 
Adult High School program at 
IRCC. 

In addition, a wide range of 
short-term vocational pro
grams prepare students for 
jobs in air conditioning, 
electronics, office skills, com
puters, medical secretarial, pa
tient care assistance, child 
care, and many other fields. 

Summer Nichols, 25, of Fort 
Pierce will receive a two-year 
scholarship to IRCC for top 
achievement as a GED stu
dent. Nichols plans to earn her 
associate in mis degree in edu
cation and hopes to complete 
her bachelor's degree at IRCC. 

As one of IRCC's top adult 
high school students, Katrina 
Little, 18, of Stuart also will re
ceive a two-year scholm·ship to 
IRCC. She plans to attend 
IRCC in the fall and pursue a 
career in technology. She al
ready has completed several 
classes in the advanced tech
nology division as a dual-enrol
lment student. 

The Enrique and Teresa To
meu Scholarship will be pres
ented to GED program gradu
ate Alan Andrews, 18, of Fort 
Pierce. Andrews has attended 
IRCC for the past year, 
achieved an honors grade
point average and was induct
ed .into the Phi Beta Kappa 
Honor Society. He is a student 
in IRCC's Digital Media Insti
tute, pmsuing an associate in 
applied science degree · in 
graphic design. 

Among the 23 Laura Foster 
scholarships, one will be 

awm·ded to Obenson Pascal, a 
student at the St. Lucie West 
Campus. An immigrant from 
Haiti, he works ·in the restau
rant industry while going to 
school and plans to enter the 
nursing program. 

IRCC Adult Education pro
grams are free to students. For 
more information, call (866) 
866-4722. 

LIST OF SCHOLARSHIPS 

Academic Scholarships: 
Summer Nichols and Katrina Little 
Merrill Scholarship: 
Elizabeth Pierre-Paul 
Christopher Zermeno 

Tomeu Scholarship: 
Alan J. Andrews 

Laura F. Foster Scholarship: 
Enoc Morales · 
Cara Comella 
Marion Catrambone 

u 

Felicia Jadusingh 
Erica George 
Christian Gordon 
Jennifer Sutter 
Tiffany Tannenbaum 
Ricardo Velez 
Robbin Nigh 
Obenson Pascal 
Brandon Williams 
Halina Tuktamysheva 
Karen Haiston 
Jose Rodriguez 
Diane Garafola 
Christopher Teixeira 
Krystal Rivera 
Kelly Green 
Patience Nix 
Kriswpher Hanley 
Carl Muschweck 
Emerson Moe 

Nowak Adult Education 
Scholarship: 
Ryan Moser 
Kevin Jeiven 
Riccard Adams 
Vincent Krestalude 

Danielle McMullan 
Jose Paz Castro 
Pattie Stephens 
Devlin Delle Chiaie 
Travis Kelman 
Apailya Hatcher 
Marcel James 
Laura Hoye 
Devin Hinkle 
Gabriela Gonzalez 
Morgan Burdett 

National Adult Education 
Honor Society graduates 
Brian King 
Janet Raymond 
Jose Torres 
Toni Self 
William Bonno 
Crystal Cavalone 
Elizabeth Pierre-Paul 
Clarence Dompierre 
Rachel Rhoden 
Jennifer Githens 
Ricardo Velez 
Heather Artrip 

Compiled by IRCC 
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IRCC gives high school diplomas to more than 500 adults 
Taking a step toward a brighter fu

ture, 540 Treasure Coast residents 
earned high school diplomas through 
the Indian River Community College 
Adult Education program this year. 

Throughout the school year, the 
gradµates earned high school credits 
in IRCC's Adult High School or pre
pared for the General Educational De
velopment exam at more than 10 
IR.CC adult education sites through: 
out St. Lucie, Martin, Indian River, 
and Okeechobee counties. 

More than 100 graduates will par
ticipate fu. the IR.CC High School Di
ploma Ceremony on Tuesday at the 
:,lc.Ai11m Fine Arts Center on the 
Main Campus in Fort Pierce. Stu
dents with last names beginning with 
A-K will participate in a ceremony at 
6 p.m., and those with names begin
ning with L-Z will receive their diplo
mas in a ceremony starting at 8 p.m. 
Bryce Jones, a 2002 IR.CC Adult High 
School graduate, will be the gradua
tion speaker. 

During this past school year, 472 
students passed the GED exam and 68 

completed the Adult High School pro
gram at IR.CC. 

In addition, a wide range of 
short-term vocational programs pre
pare students for jobs in air condi
tioning, electronics, office skills, com
puters, medical secretarial, child 
care, and many other fields. 

Summer Nichols, 25, of Fort Pierce 
will receive a two-year scholarship to 
IR.CC for top achievement as a GED 
student. Nichols plans to earn her as
sociate in · arts degree in education 
and hopes to complete her bachelor's 
degree at IR.CC. 

As one of IRCC's top adult high 
school students, Katrina Little, 18, of 

IR.CC for the past year, achieved an 
honors grade-point average and was 
inducted into the Phi Beta Kappa 
Honor Society. He is a student in 
IRCC's Digital Media Institute, pursu
ing an associate in applied science de
gree in graphic design. 

Among the 23 Laura Foster schol; 
arships, one will be awarded to Oben
son Pascal, a student at the St. Lucie 
West Campus. An immigrant from 
Haiti, .he works in the restaurant in
dustry while going to school and 
plans to enter the nursing program. . · 

IR.CC Adult Education programs 
are free to students. For•information, 
call (866) 8664722. 

Stuart also will · receive a two-year Compiled by IR.CC 

scholarship to IR.CC. She plans to at- . LIST OF SCHOLARSHIPS 
tend IR.CC in the fall and pursue a ca- · . 
reer in technology. She already has Academic Scholarships: 
completed several classes in the ad- summer Nichols and Katrina Little 
vanced technology division as a du
al-enrollment student. 

The Enrique and Teresa Tomeu 
Scholarship will be presented to GED 
program graduate Alan Andrews, 18, 
of Fort Pierce. Andrews has attended 

Merrill Scholarship: 
Elizabeth Pierre-Paul 
Christopher Zermeno 

Tomeu Scholarship: 
Alan J. Andrews 

u 

Laura F. Foster Scholarshlp: 
Enoc Morales 
Cara Comella 
Marion Catrambone 
Felicia Jadusingh 
Erica George 
Christian Gordon 
Jennifer Sutter 
Tiffany Tannenbaum 
Ricardo Velez 
Robbin Nigh 
Obenson Pascal 
Brandon Williams 
Halina Tuktamysheva 
Karen Haiston 
Jose Rodriguez 
Diane Garafola 
Christopher Teixeira 
Krystal Rivera 
Kelly Green 
Patience Nix 
Kristopher Hanley 
Carl Muschweck 
Emerson Moe 

Nowak Adult Education $chol
arship: 
Ryan Moser 

Kevin Jeiven 
Riccard Adams 

. Vincent Krestalude 
· Danielle McMullan 

Jose Paz Castro 
Pattie Stephens 
-Devlin Delle Chiaie 
Travis Kelman 
Apailya Hatcher 
Marcel James 

· laura Hoye -
Devin Hinkle 
Gabriela Gonzalez 
Morgan Burdett 

National Adult Education Honor 
Society graduates 
Brian King 
Janet Raymond 
·Jose Torres 
Toni Self 
William ·Bonno 
Crystal Cavalone 
Elizabeth Pierre-Paul 
Clarence Dompierre 
Rachel Rhoden 
Jennifer Githens 
Ricardo Velez 
Heather Artrip 



C 

86 • SCRIPPS TREASURE COAST NEWSPAPERS • SUNDAY, MAY 13 , 2007 ·• S ~ rJ1,v1s tfr, ~h(__ -~ f:>:5L. X)e,,,,:J_s 

FORT PIERCE 

540 graduate thanks 
to IRCC Adult Ed 

This year 540 Treasure 
Coast residents earned their 
high school diploma through 
the Indian River Community 

· College Adult Education ,.iro
gram. 

Throughout the 2006-07 
school year, the graduates 
earned high school credits in 
IRCC's Adult High School or 
prepared for the General Edu
cational Development exam at · 
more than 10 IRCC Adult Edu
cation sites throughout St. Lu
cie, Martin, Indian River and . 
Okeechobee counties. 

More than 100 of the gradu
ates will participate in the 
IRCC High School DipJoma 
Ceremony on Tuesday in the 

McAlpin Fine Arts Center at 
the Main Campus in Fort 
Pierce. 

Students with last names be
ginning with A to K will par
ticipate in a ceremony at 6 
p.m., and those with names b~ 
ginning with L to Z will re-

. ceive their diplomas in a cere
mony starting at 8 p.m. 

During the 2006-07 school 
year, 472 students passed the 
GED exam and 68. successfully 
completed the Adult High 
School program at IRCC. 

IRCC Adult Education pro
grams are free to students. For 
more information, call the 
IRCC · Information · Call Center 
toll-free at (866) 866-4722. 

Staff report 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

Academic·Scholarships: Summ.er-Nichols, Katrina Little 
Merrill Scholarship: Elizabeth· Pierre-Paul, Christopher Zermeno 
Tomeu·Scholarship: Alan J .. Ahdrews . 
Laura F .. Foster s·cholarship: Enoc Morales, Cara Com~lla~ Mar0 

ion Catrambone, Felicia Jadusingli, -Eric~ George, Christian Gordon, 
Jennifer Sutter, Tiffany Tannenbaum, Ricardo Velez, Robbin Nigh, 
Obenson Pascal, Brandon Williams, Halina Tuktarriysheva, Kareh 
Haisten, ~ose Rodriguez, Diane-Garafola, ChristopherTeixeir:a, Kry
starRivera, Kelly Green, Patience-Nix·, Kristopher Hanley, Carl 
Muschweck, Emerson Moe · : ~ 
Nowak Adult Education Scholarship: Byan Moser, Kevin Jei-

. ven, Riccard Adams, Vincent Ktestalude, D~mielle McMullan, Jose 
Paz Castro, Pattie Stephens, Devlin:Delle Cliiaie, Travis-Kelman, 
ApailyaHatcher, Marc~LJames, Laura Hoye, Devin Hinkle, Gabriela 
Gonzalez, Morgan Burdett . · · · 
National Adult Education Honor Society graduates: Brian 
Kihg, Janet,Raymond, Jose Torres, Toni'Self, William .Bonno,. Ceystal 
Cavalone, Elizabeth Pierre-Paul; ClarehceDompierre, Bachel 
Rhoden, Jennifer Githens, Ricardo Velez, Heather Artrip · 

; 



(1Their last hug as seniors 

(j 

ERIC HASERT • eric.haserl@scripps.com 
Clark Advanced Learning Center seniors Katherine Paxon, 18, right, of Palm Cily, and Eduardo Diaz, 18, of Palm City share a hug 
before the start of their 2007 graduation ceremony in the Jensen Beach High School auditoriW11 Saturday. 
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Indian River Co!L,ty ,1-;;;1, 
honors fallen officers -
BY NATASHA CARTER 
Staff writer 

INDIAN RIVER COUN
TY - Officers, citizens 
and county officials cele
brated a week that pays 
homage to officers killed 
in the line of duty. 

Last week, at the Indian 
River County Courthouse 
officers held a wreath 
ceremony honorii1g Cor
poral Richard Rudy 
Raczkoski. 

Deputy Raczkoski was 
shot and killed in 1986 
while checking on a sus
picious person using a 
pay phone i•I front of a 
closed convenience.store. 

· While waiting for a cab 
tu pick the man up a 
handgun feJI from the 
man's ·pants. 

C 
The suspect picked · up 

the handgun and, as 
Deputy Raczkoski 
attempted to take cover 
behind his patrol car, the 
man shot him five times 
in the back. 

The man was appre
hended and sentenced to 
dealh. 

111cidents like this 
prompted President 
Ronald Reagan to sign 
legislation in 1984, which 
allowed the National Law 
Enforcement Officers 
Memorial Fund to raise 
money for a monument 
to honor fall law enforce
ment officers. 

' The. monument was 
finished and dedicated in 
1991 by President George 
Bush. 

Jntlian River County 
dues the same with a 
wreath ceremony honor
ing Deputy Raczkoski, 
the only officer in the 
county to die in the line U of duty. 

' ; : . \ 

Photo courtesy of the Indian River County Sheriff's Office 
The Memorial is in memory of Deputy Richard Rudy 
Raczkoski a fallen Indian River County Sheriff's officer, 
killed on September 23, 1986 in the line of duty.· 

"I was the under sheriff 
when this happeped. It 
was tragic and he is rec
ognized each year," said 
Roy Raymond, Indian 
River County Sheriff. 

The ceremony's 
keynote speaker Dr. 
Edwin Massey, president 
of Indian River Commu
nity College, said the day 
is an appropriate time to 
say thanks to officers that 
keep us safe. 

Dr. Massey feels the day 
is a time to make the 
public more aware 
regardless of whether 
they know a fallen officer. 

"These individuals are 
of tremendous courage. 
They make our lives safer 
and we should respect 
the people who wear the 
uniform," he said. "Public 
service is the most hon
orable job one can do." 

Sheriff Haymond said 
people should call atten
tion to the risk officers 

. take on a daily basis. 
"This week is a time to 

recognize men . and 
women who have sacri
ficed their lives. It lets 
the public know people 
are doing everything to 
make their world safer 
while putting theirs at 
risk," Sheriff Raymond 
said. 

The national monu
ment wall in Washington, 
D.C., now has more than 
16,000 names of fallen 
officers dating as far as 
1792. 

According to the 
National Law Enforce
ment Memorial Fund 
web site every 53 hours a 
law enforcement officer 

It See OFFICERS, AB 

Officers 
From page AS 

is killed. 
Also in recognition of 

this day, the United States 
Congress passed legisla
tion that allowed all U.S. 
Flags to be flown at half
staff on this special day. 

2006 Law Enforcement 
Fatalities in the State of 
Florida: 

•Detective Ryan 
Christopher Seguin and 
•Deputy Brian Keith 
Tephford of the Broward 
County Sheriff's Office. 

•Deputy Vernon 
Matthew Williams of Polk 
County Sheriff's Office. 

•Sheriff Christopher 
Cooper Daniels of the 
Lake County Sheriff's 
Office. 

•Detective Juan ·A. Ser
rano of the Tampa Police 
Department 

•Michael Anthony Call
in of the Orange County 
Police Departme11t. 

•Officer Phoenix 
M.Braithwaite of the 
Haines City Police 
Department. 

•Deputy Margena Silvia 
Nunez of the Lee County 
Sheriff's Office . 
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Photo courtesy of the Indian River County Sheriffs Office 
Dr. Edwin Massey, president of ,Indian River Community Colleg~, spoke at the Indian River County Multi-Agency Law 
Enforcement Wreath Placement Ceremony on May 14, 2007. See story on page AS. 

. . 
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. Governor picks trio for IRCC board l 
Gov. Charlie. Crist has made two reap- ~ 

pointments and one appointment to Indian t 
River Community Co)Jege•~· district 6oara of ' 

· trustees. Terms for the three, wl19 are await
ing Senate confirmation, started Tuesday IJl 
and expire May 31, 2010. • . . · ~ 

Reappointed were Linda T. Syfrett; 59, of~ 
Okeechobee _and Tomas "Rene" Pere,z; 78, of' 
Vero Beach:. Appo_inted was· Jay '.'Hal" Rob
erts Jr., 58, of Port St. Lucie, · · · 
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IRCC Math· Team takes top honors 
BY JEAN PATTON 
Posted on YourH.ub.com 

Mathematics knowledge 
added up to first place for the 
Indian · River Community 
'College Math Team in the 
entire.Southeast Region for the 
first time and first place in 
Florida for the third year in a 
row on the American Mathe
matical . Association ·. of 
Two-Year Colleges national 

· exam. JEAN PATTON • Posted on YourHub.com 
The IRCC team took first · The lndi;rn River Community College Math Team took first place 

place with .141.5 points (over in the Southeast Region for the first time and first place in 
. Georgia's · 133 points) to come . Florida for the third consecutive year. · ~ 

out on top of . the eight-state 
region. . · Michael Schramm, IRCC as- · • Paula Cohen, Fort Pierce, 

second place in Florida; fourth 
in Southeast. · 

. Caineron Berry, an IRCC/ · sistant professor of mathe
Lincoln Park Academy du- ma tics and Math Club sponsor . . · 
al-enrollment student was the' · ~-'Individual performance · • Leah Miller, Port 'St. Lucie, 
first-place· iridividuai winnel' .. : was · excellent with Cameron , . third place in Florida; 11th in 
for both the region, and state. . · · Berry . beating out the compet0 

• Southeast 
The exam tests expeiiise in itioh with_ . -~ . strong num- , • Edward . Gillett , Port St. · . · 

algebra, geometry, probability, ·: ?er-one om.I~mg,, for both the Lucie, fourth place in Florida; 
statistics, logic, number state and region. · 12th in Southeast. . 
theory, pre-calculus and trigo- Ben--y, of Port . St. Lucie, • Gabriel Maul; Vero Beach , · 
nometry. _ graduated from IRCC on May 5 fifth • in · ,Florida; ·• 16th . in 

''The IRCC math students and has been. accepted to the Southea!;lt. · . · 
really excelieci, contimiing University of - Chicago as a The IRCC. Math Team al,so · 
their · winning streak in mathematics and economics recently won first place irt the 
Florida and for the first time double-major. . Florida · Math Oly1npics at the. 
taking home first place for the · Othe1; winners included the : University of North Florida for 
entire Soutl1east region," said foll.owing. · tl1e. sec01~d year in a row: 
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IRCC Matl1 1~ea111 1-"-tYJ 

tal{es first in 
state co1npetitio11 
BY JEAN PATTON 
Posted on YonrHub.com 

For the secoml year in a row, members or 
the Indian River Conummity College Math 
Team earned first-place honors at the 
statewide Math Olympics held at the Uni
versity of North Florida in Jacksonville. 

In addition to the first-place team win, 
mcc stuclent Cameron Berry took second 
place in U1e individual c.:ompelitiun. 

The Math Team also won fu:st place in the 
Southeast Region on the National AMATYC 
Exam. All Florida comtmmity colJeges were 
eligible to compete. 

The IRCC Math Team #1 members are 
Berry of Port St. Lucie, a math major; Ge
rarclo Caicedo of Port St. Lucie, an electrical 
engineering major; Ed Gillett of Port St. 
Luc.:ie, a math and engineering major; and 
.Leah Miller of Port St. Lucie, a pre-med zo
ology major. 

The IRCC Math Team #2 members are 
Andre Norman, Joseph Rios, Jheanell 
Thabana, and Miehe Isaac. 

Editor's Note: '1'11is story has been edited 
for space. For the filll st01y, log 011 to Your
H11/1.co111. 

~--1,-'17 r"'11... 7U Iv> 
MATH TEAM WINS OLYMPICS 

For the second year in a row 
members of the Iriclian River 
Community College Math 
Team earned first-place honors 
at the statewide Math Olym
pics held at the University of 
North Florida _in ·Jacksonville. 
IRCC student Cameron Berry 
took second place in the indi
vidual competition. All Florida 
commwtity colleges were eligi
ble to compete. 

The IRCC Math Team No. 1 
members are Berry of Port St. 
Lucie, a math major; Gerardo 

Caicedo of Port St. Lucie, an 
electrical engineering major; 
Ed Gillett of Port St. Lucie, a 
math and engineering major; 
and Leah Miller of Port St. Lu
cie, a pre-med zoology major. 

The IH.CC MaU1 Team No. 2 
members are Andre Norman, 
Joseph Rios, Jheanell Thabana 
and Miehe Isaac. 

!HCC oifers associate.in arts 
degrees in mathematics and 
many otl1er fields, wl1ich pre
pare students lbr transfer to 
universities. IHCC also oITers 
associate in science and ap
plied science teclmical degrees 
in Florida's top 40 fastest-grow
ing careers, as well as certifi
cate and short-term training 
progranis. mcc will ci!Ier sev
eral bachelor's degree pro
grams beginning in January. 

For more inlbrmalion, con
tact the IRCC Call Center 
toll-free at 1 (866) 866-lRCC 
(4722) or visit the Web site at 
www .ircc.eclu. 
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IRCC students excel ifi1state 
health careers competition 
FOR HOMETOWN NEWS 

The members of , the 
· Indian River Community 

College Chapter of Health 
Occupations Students of 
America returned from the 
HOSA State · Leadership 
Conference with seven 
first-place awards. · The 
organization is a national 
vocational organization 
that promotes career 
.opportunities in the health 
care field. All 14 mcc stu
dents who attended the 
event in Daytona will now 
be eligible to participate in 
the organization's National 
Leadership Conference in 

. Orlando on June 20-24. 
First-place winners 

include: 
, • Stephanie Almeida · of 
St. Lucie County, Physical 
Therapy; 

• Jessica DiG,:egorio of 
Indian River County, 
Extemporaneous Health 

Poster; 
• Nichole Bhalla of St. 

Lucie County, Megan 
Burkhalter of Martin Coun
ty, ·. and Layla West and 
Sharon Love, both of Indi
an River County, Health 
Education (team event); 

• Christine Carraway of 
. St. Lucie County, Lenny 

Casiano of Indian River 
County, Desiree Needle of 
St. Lucie County and 
_Bonny Riddlehoover of 
Indian River County, Cre
ative Problem Solving 
(team event); 

• Kristonn Colborn of St. 
Lucie County, Veterinary 

Technology; 
• Irena .Mammen of St. 

Lucie . County, Nutrition 
Knowledge Test al)d Kaiser 
Permanente Exam. 

Other winners include: 
• Second-place, Saral1 

Demko of Martin County, ' 
Physical Therapy 

• Third place-winner 
Monica Macias of St. Lucie 
County, Physical Therapy. 

mcc offers associate in 
science degrees in many 
health care related fields. 

For more information 
about IRCC health science 
programs, call (866) 866-
4722. . 
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IRCC students excel in health-careers co111pebtion 
BY JEAN PATTON 
Posted on YourHub.com 

The members of the Indian 
River Community college 
Chapter of Health Occupa
tions Students of America 
(HOSA) returned from tl1e 
HOSA State Leadership Con
ference with seven first-place 
awards. 

HOSA is a national voca
tional organization that 
promotes career opportu
nities in tl1e health care field. 

All 14 IRCC students who 
attended the event in Daytona 
will now be eligible to pai.tic
ipate in the HOSA National 
Leadership Conference in Or-

lai.1do on June 20-24. 
First-place winners in

cluded the following. 
• Stephanie Almeida, St. 

Lucie County, Physical 
Therapy. 
· • Jessica DiGregorio, 
Indian River County, Extem
porai.1eous Health Poster. 

• Nichole Bhalla, St. Lucie 
County; Megan Burkhalter, 
Martin County; and Layla 
West and Sharon Love, 
Indian River County, Health 
Education (team event). 

• Christine Carraway, St. 
Lucie County; Lenny Casiano, 
Indiai.1 River County; Desiree 
Needle, St. Lucie County; and 

Bonny Riddlehoover, Indian 
River Cotmly, for Creative 
Problem Solving (team event). 

• Kristqnn Colborn, St. 
Lucie County, Veterinary 
Technology. 

• Irena Mammen, St. Lucie 
Cow1ty, Nutrition Knowledge 
Test. 

• -Mammen, Kaiser Penna
nente Exam. 

Sarah Demko, ~Martin 
County, placed second, and 
Monica Macias, St. Lucie 
County, placed third in 
Physical Therapy. 

For more information 
about IRCC health science 
programs, call (866) 866-4722. 
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IRCC photography students excel in competition 
techniques. BY ROBERT LANE 

Posted on YourHub.com 

Indian River · Community 
_College photography students 
are well represented at the 
"Through the Eye of the 
Camera" photography compet
ition, on exhibit through May 
26 at The A.E. "Bean" Backus 
Museum and Gallery in Fort 
Pierce. 

Film, Digital and Manipulated 
Imagery categories. Another 
three students were winners of 
the Seacoast National Bank's 
Calendar Contest and will be 
honored with inclusion in the 
bank's 2008 Treasure Coast 

· Students will have the op
portunity to develop their ex-

pertise in camera skills and 
the use of filters and filtering 
systems. 

· For more information on the 
photography program at IRCC, 
call l (866) 866-4722. 

Out of the hundreds of 
photos submitted by both pro: 
fessional and amateur photog
raphers, 31 of those on display 
are . from students enrolled 
during the last year in the 
Indian River Community 
College Photography Program. 
__ Of the 31 selected, 15 ·were 
awarded prizes, including the 
first-place awards in the Color 

· Community Calendar. 
Students can enroll in pho

. tography classes at IRCC, such 
as Photography I (PGY 1144), 
where they will learn basic 
technical and esthetic skills of 
photography. Subjects such as 
depth of field, shutter speeds, 

. and flash are mixed with 
lessons on composition and 
creativity. 

Also offered is Special 
Topics in Photography (PGY 
2930), which.covers portraiture 
ahd photographic lighting 
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IRCC-photography stt1dents excel in photography contest 
BY ROBERT LANE 
Posted on YourHub.com 

Indian River C::ommunity 
College photography students 
arewell represented at the 
"Through the ·Eye of the 
Camera" photography compet
ition, on exhibit through May 
26 at The A.E. "Bean" Backus 
Museum and Gallery in Fort 
Pierce. 

Out of - the hundreds of 
photos submitted by both pro
fessional and amateur photog
raphers, 31 of those on display 
are from students enrolled 
during the last year in the 
Indian River Community 
College Photography Program. 

Of the 31 selected, 15 were 
awarded prizes, including the 
first-place awards in the Color 

Film, Digital and Manipulated 
. Imagery categories. Another 
three students were winners of 
the Seacoast National Bank's 
Calendar Contest and will be 
honored with inclusion in the 
bank's 2008 Treasure Coast 
Community Calendar. 

Students can enroll in pho
tography classes at IRCC, such 

as Photography I (PGY 1144), 
where they will learn basic 
technical and esthetic skills of 
photography. Subjects such as 
depth of field, shutter speeds, 
and flash are mixed with 
lessons on composition and 
creativity. 

Also offered . is Special 
Topics in Photography (PGY 

2930), which covers portraiture 
and photographic lighting 
techniques. 

Students will have the op
portunity to develop their· ex
pertise in camera skills and 
the use of filters and filtering 
systems. 

For more information on the 
photography program at IRCC, 
call l (866) 866-4722. 
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40-year-old strives to 'n1akeiti,a diff ef~nce' 

Photos Uy MATTHEW RI\TAJCZAK • malLhcw.ratajc7,ak@scripps.com 
Afler several years of administrative and community program work with the Port St. Lucie Police Department, Cheryl Matson, 40, has enrolled In Indian River 
Cormnimlty College's police academy. After visiting the Marine Corps training facility at Parris Island, S.C., with a group of young police department Explorers, 
Matson was Inspired by what she saw the military doing. "I want to protect my community here," she said. 



Cheryl l\!Iatson to become a police offker 
BY Will GREENLEE 
will.~rce11lcc~11scri11ps.r.,11i1 

PORT ST. LUCIE -

Abig factor in Cheryl Maison's 
mid-life career change was a 
trip to Parris Island, the Ma

rines training facility in South .Car
olina. 

"It nmde me realize I really want
ed to make a dilTerence in my com
nnmity here," the 40-year-old local 
res ident saicl. "Ultimately. my ca
reer goal was lo become a pol ice offi
cer to make a difference in my com-
munity." · 

Malson, who is nmrricd ancl has 
two children, has worked for the 
Port St. Lucie police since April 2001 
in mlministrative roles, first in com
nnmity programs and then in pro
ressional standards. 

!' I decided at this point I was 

turning 40," she saicl. "Jr J was going 
to be a law enforcement omcer, I 
needed to make the change." 

So the 17-year resident contacted 
a recruiter and started training. 
Matson's been attending the Indian 
River Academ:,: in Fort Pierce since 
February as part of becoming a 
slate-certified Jaw enforcement om
cer. 

"It's real intense. There's a lot of 
physical tra ining every day," the 
Orlando nal ive said. "You go over 
constitutional law, you go over men
tal iUness - all things tha t you 
would cleat with if you hacl to lake a 

See OFFICER, page 87 

ON TCPALM.COM: See video of Cheryl 
Matson discussing why sl1e decided to 
become a police officer. 

lt Chel'yl Matson, of Pol'l St. Lucie, maneuvel's through a lino or orange cones on · 
the forwal'd serpentine course at Indian Rive,· Academy's "skid pad" In Fort 
Pierce. 
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call - they want to prepare 
you as much as possible." 

An average day includes 
rising at 5 a.m. before ensur
ing her uniform is pressed, 
crisp and lint free. Studies 
come aller formation and 
the last one to two hours is 
dedicated to physical fit
hess. such as push ups, 
squats, lunges and running. 

"You have to keep your 
body conditionecl to do this 
job, mentally and physical
ly," she said. 'Tm probably 
in I.he best shape of my life 
unless maybe when I was 
20." 

Matson, schedtiled to com
plete the academy in Au
gust, said her husband of 21 
years, a computer pro
grammer, is supportive of 

her decision. 

"At first he was a little 
shocked, surprised," Matson 
said. "He's always wanted 
me to be independent, do 
something for myself.'' 

Matson, who worked for 
Publix for 1G years before 
joining the Port St. Lucie 
police, is a lead advisor in 
the department's Exjilorer 
program and traveled to 
Parris Island with the group 
in 2004. 

"I knew I wasn't at my age 
going to be going to the mili
tary," she said. "We should 
be honored that they go out 
there every day defending 
our freedom, so I really 
thought, you know I really 
want to make a d iITerence 
here in my community and 
help serve and protect my 
community." 
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Palm City resident ~ustin Dicenso, 18, is a.n "A" student at the Adult High School and at IRCC. He 
has been accepted .into the pre-med program at the University of Miami. . . . . 

C 0 

Student 'gr~d[~te; hlgh7 

school with AA degree 
BY ROBERT LANE 
Posted on YourHub.com 

By earning high school and 
college credits simultaneously 
through dual enrollment 
Justin ·. Dicensio has accel: 
erated his progress to a college 
degree. 

The Palm City resident grad
uated from the Indian River 
Community College adult hlgh 
school in August of 2006 with 
28 college credits and now will 
graduate from IRCC with an 
Associate in Arts degree. 

Dicenso, 18, is an "A" 
~tudent who was inducted into 
·the IRCC chapter of the Phi 
Theta Kappa student honor so
ciety. He has · been accepted · 
into the pre-med program at 
the University of Miami. -

The IRCC dual enrollment 
program allows high school 
students to get a head start on 
college by earning rJgh school 
and college credits simulta
neously at no charge. Dual en
rollment credits transfer to all 
Florida public universities and 
most universities nationally. 
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Several Soroptimists hol101°edaf 
event ·of 'W 01nen of Distinction'· 
BY MEGAN KENNY 

· megan.kenny@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - A woman 
devoted to helping to improve 

. the lives of children. A highly 
respected attorney who · has 
served on the committee that 
disciplfoes F1ori9-a's judges. 
An outstanding college stu
dent from Indian River Com
munity · College, A · woman 
dedicated, through Treasure . 
Coast Hospice, to making the 
last moments of a terminal 
patient as peaceful as possi
ble .. 

These are the women hon
oi'ed Friday at the Soroptim
ist International of St. Lucie 

· Womeri. of Distinction Lun
cheon and Awards at the Peli
can Yacht ·Club in . Fort 
Pierce. 

The merilbers of Soropti.m
ist International are . volun
teers, mostly business and 
professional women, who ded- · 
icate fuemselves · to helping 
other women. 

This year's winners are: 

Civic/Professional Woman: 
Christine Epps, the executive 
director of the Shared Serv
ices Network · Executive 

· Roimdtable, which helps area · 
health and human agency co
ordinate their services to pro
vide tl1e best and most effi
cient services, 1i1any of tl1em 

for children. As a lobbyist for 
· St. Lucie County in Tallahas

see, Epps helped increase the 
nwnber of juvenile probation 
officers in the district. She is 
also responsible for the Youth 
Leadership Council where 
she_ directs . the efforts of 30 
youths frmil multiple high 
schools in St Lucie County. 
She's a member of the Trea
sure Coast Coordination Coa
lition, Juvenile Justice Ch·
cuit 19 Board, Healthy Start 
Coalition and the Port St. Lu-

. cie Business Women Orgru1i
zation. 

·ausiness/Professional 
Woman: Evett L. Sinlmons, a 
partner and shareholder in 
Ruden McClosky, a full-ser
vice law firm with some 200 
lawyers and 10 Florida loca
tions as well as Venezuela. 
Simmons is a member of the 
firm's management commit
tee as its chief diversity offi
cer. She has served on the 
F1orida Bar Board of Gover-
1iors ru1d in 1997 became tl1e 

· first woman appointed by The . 
F1orida Bar to the Judicial 
Qualifications Commission. 
In 2000, she was installed as 

. the 58th President of the 'Na
tional Bar Association, which 
is primru·ily a networlc of . 
inore than 20,000 Africa-Ame
rican lawyers, judges, Jaw 

professionals ru1d law stu
dents. Simmons is involved 
with PACE Center for Girls, 
the St. Lucie West Centennial 
High School Advisory Coun
cil and Delta Sigma Theta So-

. rority. 

Leader of Tomorrow: Car
mela Victoria DeNero, a stu
dent at Indiru1 River Commu
nit Co who exempl" ies 

of tl1e qualities a -leader . 
should possess - humility, 
· self-sacrificing, self-reliru1ce, 
responsibility ru1d cru·h1g. She 
made "the Dean's List and the 
President's List h1 her first se
mester at Indian River Com
munity College. She's also h1-
volved in collecting donations 
for UNICEF and with Kidfest. 

Volunteer Woman: Pat 
Green believes "every person 
should have a dignified end
of-life . experience." A volun
teer at Treasure Coast Hos-

. pices for more than 25 years, 
Green is a founding volunteer 
of Hospice, St.· Lucie. From 
1982 to 1992 she served as the 
volunteer coordinator for 
Hospice of the Treasure Coast -
and from 1992 to. 1994 as presi
dent of the volunteer auxilia
ry._ She begru1 voll.inteerh1g 
1976 in England and has con- . 
thmed on the Treasure Coast 
at Hospice, after movh1g to 
the Treasure Coast in 1977. 
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Local student named Exchange Club student of the quarter 
FOR HOMETOWN NEWS 

Carlos Daniel Flores, a senior at Indian 
River Charter High School, was named 
the school's student of the quarter by the 

G 

Exchange Club oflndian River. 
Darlene Dollins, chairwoman of the 

club's charter school awards committee, 
presented the award. 

Liz Santiago, head of guidance at the 
charter high school, and Mr. Flores's par

ents attended the presenta
tion at the club's luncheon 
meeting, held on April 18, at 
Culinary Capers. 

Mr. Flores was honored for 
his academic, volunteer, and 
creative achievements. 

He has earned a 4.0 grade 
point _average throughout 

Flores 
From page A 1 2 

elementary, middle, and high school, and 
completed several dual enrollment class
es at Indian River Communitv College. 

Mr. Flores was born in Mexico. He 
speaks Spanish, English, and French. He 
is a violinist who has performed with 
symphony orches~ras. 

He has worked as a visual arts teclmi
cian at Christ by the Sea Methodist 
Church the past two years. 

He has also performed at several differ
ent churches, volunteered as an enter
tainer at Isles ofVero, and tutored peers at 

t See FLORES, A 13 

ture." 

Carlos Daniel Flores 

the Charter High School. 
Mr. Flores has produced 

two films, "Blind," and ''An 
Eternally Moving Picture;" 
which were accepted at 

the 2006 Tartan Road 
International Student Film 
Festival, where he won the 
Most Original award for 
"An Eternally Moving Pie-

He plans to pursue a 
degree in film making at 
the University of Miami 
this fall. 

lJ J 
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PSL turns to IRCC students fo!;,~~~J!I£~1!~~9.,,1 
BY CHRIS YOUNG Hcnz, who grew np in Pott SL Lu-
chris.yo1111g@scripJJs.com cie and went to Lincoln Park Acade-

PORT ST. LUCIE - As the c:uneras my and mCC's adult l1igh school, 
rolled al a recent City Council meet- said he felt like interning at the cily 
ing, lwo of U1e city's videographers was a way of giving !Jack lo his com-
looked conspicuously _younger than munily. 
the rest. "It feels like I'm doing something 

That's because they are Indian right when I go lo work," he said. 
River Community College mterns 

1
•---~ LoPresli said he planned lo gel a 

hired in a new program by the city's bachel01·'s degree afier graduating 
co1111nunications departm!)nt lo and going into the ftlm industry. 
shoot, edit and produce segments for "I worked at a TV station before, 
PSL-'l'V 20. , ~iiiii.i• and il impresses people, !Jut this is 

Comnnmicalions Director Wayne ili'!£l.,..M~ an m:lual cily job, a government job, 
l.ktrson hired the lwo, Joshua Renz, and it's more impressive," he said. 
21, and Michael LoPresti, 18, out of a Both said they were eager lo get 
dozen applicants, lo help his stalf their own video editing station at U1e 
make more content for the city's ca- city TV studio, equipment that Lar-
bie TV chmmel. "'--'"-'-- - ---'"'" son said had recently arrived. 

"We're providing real work experi- ·=---- -- - - ---~~ ~ Larson said that aller the two slu-
ence," Larson said. "I did a similar JUAN DALE onowN • itmn.dnle.brown&'sc riJJJJS.com dents graduate, he'd "love lo hire 
program in Kissimmee to great sue- Indian River Community College Graphic Design Technology student more interns," but they might not be 
cess at the high school and college Michael LoPrestl videotapes Steve Hornbecker as he's being Interviewed paid, depemHng on the city's budget. 
level. where lhe stuclcnls prod11ccd by Port St. Lucie spokesman Ed Cunningham for a PSL-TV20 program on ('.ily olfo,i:ds said lhry were prr.par-
lhc loc;tl show." the grand opening of a blood center In St. Lucie West last 111011th. ing for property tax relorm from the 

The students came from the IRCC stale that could dra~tically reduce 
Digital Media Institute, where they l'vlason, their instrnctor, said the · a productive asset to the city; · he the city's general fund. AU depart
arc working toward an associate of partnership worked well. said. The city pays a cmnpctilive rate mcnls were put 011 a hiring freeze 
science in graphic design with an "Our mission is to train I.hem so and allows U1e students to intern un- last week a nd told lo brace for more 
emphasis i.11 digital media. ,James they're employable, and they can be tiJ they graduate. hudgct cuts later in the year. · 
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Love of orchids blossoms into volunteerism 

C 

Jake Heaton is the 
youngest person alive 
who has a type of orchid 
named after him. Now a 
20-yeai~old college student 
and the namesake of the 
habenmia odontopetala, 
Heaton became interested 
in orchids several years 
ago and wrote a letter 
to Chuck McCartney, a 
Fort Lauderdale native
orchid specialist. It was 
from McCartney that the 
youngster learned the 
importance of mentoring 
and having someone 
older to look up to, and 
the lesson was not lost on 
Heaton. 

In addition to tutoring 
Indian River Community . 
College students in math, 
sciences and languages, 
Heaton also mentors a 
fifth-grade student at 
Lawnwood Elementary 
School in Fort Pierce 

Please see HIGH NOTES, 31 

Jal<e Heaton was so 
impressed with his 
childhood mentor 
that the 20-year-old 
decided to become a 
volunteer tutor. 



CJ 

Heaton 
also tutors 
elementary
school student 

HIGH NOTES, from 13 

through. 
"I work with him on 

his math skills and help 
him gain confidence in his 
English-speaking skills," 
said Heaton, who is fluent 

. in Spanish. 
Heaton, a Port SI. Lucie 

resident, said graduating 
from college was a dre,1111 
he never expected lo 
reali ze. One or lhrcc 
siblings in a single-parent 
famil y, Heaton had many 
challenges to overcome 
while growing up. He 
speJJt some of his you nger 
yea rs in a classes for 
learning-disabled children. 
but graduated 011 May 
5 wi th Phi Theta Kappa 
honors from Indian River 
Community College. 
He also served as vice 
president of the college's 
Spanish Club, and was 
active in the Science Club 
and the Achievers' Club. 

"I attribute so much 
o( who I am l'o having 
had a mentor in my life," 
said Heaton, who stays in 
contact with McCartney. 

· "He took me under his 
wing a·nd showed me.the 
ghost orchid and helped 
cultivate my interest in 
orchids and in education 
and in lire. It was Chuck 
who put it in my mind I hat 
I could go lo college and 
get an education. I feel like 
I have had so much help 
from others who cared 
while I was growing up 
that I feel like now it is my 
chance lo help others." 

Heaton is studying 
medicine and said he 
hopes to become a doctor 
specializing in obstetrics 
and gynecology. He's 
spending eight weeks 
this summer in Brazil 
in an effort to master 
Portuguese, and he will 
spend part of his summer 
hiking through the 
rainforests to learn about 
Brazilian orchids. 

"The most important 
thing I think I've learned, 
eve1~ is the skill of being 
open-minded a11d tolerant 
of everyone," he said. 

Jal<e Heaton, al the age of ·12, wf1e11 Ile was !Jl1olographed in tile 
Florida Everglacl os wilh a [Jhost orchid 



+ 
8 NOTABLES M PRODUCED BYTHE MARKETING DEPARTMENT OF THE PALM BEACH POST 

HIGH r~o s 

20-year-old volunteer instills passion 
for community service in her mentors 
Makeda Brome reaches out to children at Christ Family Fellowship 

By WENDY DWYER 
Special to Notables 

For Makeda Brome, 
the moment that changed. 
her life came with no 
warning. Brome was living 
in California with her 
family and was helping 
distribute groceries to 
people in ne~d. A young 
mother accepted the bags 
of groceries Brome was 
handing out and thanked 
the teenager for the food 
that would feed her family: 

"That simple 'thank you' 
hit me right here,'' said 
Brome, pointing to her 
heart. 

Her family moved to 
Port St. Lucie three years 
ago after she finished high 
school. She alwavs has 
been active in volunteering 
for social causes. The 
now 20-vear-old Brome, a 
recent graduate of Indian 
River Communitv Col)P.g-e, 
aoesn"t know any other 
way to be. 

A volunteer youth leader 
with her church, Christ 
Family Fellowship, she 
said her role is to ignite 
a passion for community 

service and faith in 
children. Her church 
groups are on the cutting 
edge of what's new, like the 
time she visited a youth
detention center with 
members of her group to 
perform hip-hop dance 
songs. Shortly after the 
performance, one of the 
youth detainees showed 
up at Brome's church, 
saying her performance 
has a significant impact on 
his and that he wanted to 
relocate to Port St. Lucie to 
bec·ome active in church. 

"You just do what you 
do and hope you make a 
difference," said Brome, 
who wants to become a 
math teacher. "I want to 
teach math because it is 
the tool I can give them to 
help them find more to life 
than the desire for money 
or fame. I want to be the 
kind of teacher you always 
remember, because they 
taught you character and 
how to survive." 

·Brome, who tutors 
through IRCCs Student 
Support Services program, 
said the bad attitudes 
exhibited by many 

Makeda Brown, a 
20-year-old lridian River 

Communitv C:C>llege graduate, 
strives to make a positive 

difference in the lives 
of troubled children. 

students usually signifies a 
deeper problem. 

"We can't fix all the 
problems, but I can do the 
best I can to teach a child 
how to apply what they've 
learned to their lives," she . 
said. 

Brome said she starts 
every tutoring session with 
a question to empower 
the student: "What are we 
doing today?" She said the 
best rewards comes when 
she sees "the light bulb go 
on." 

"That's when I know 
Iin making a positive 
difference." 

Brome said she starts every tutoring session with a question to empower 
the student: 'What are we doing today?' 

C u 
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Soroptimists honor 2007 Women of Distinction 

Christine Epps 

Civic/Professional 
Christine Epps was nominated by Nor

man Penner. Christine is the executive di
rector of the Shared Services Network Ex
ecutive Roundtable, which helps area health 
and human services agencies coordinate 
services. 

As a lobbyist for St. Lucie County in Tal
lal1assee, Christine is credited with the in
crease in the number of juvenile probation 
officers in the district , She is responsible 
for the Youth Leadership Council, where 
she directs 30 students from area high 
SChQOls. 

""Christine is also a member of the Port 
St. Lucie Business Women. 

!, ~ --
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Pat Green Carmela Victoria DeNero 

Business/Professional 
_ Evette Sin1mons is a partner and share
holder in Ruden McClosky, a full service 
law firm with some 200 lawyers and 10 Flor
ida locations. 

She has served on the Florida Bar Board 
of Governors and in 1997 became the first 
woman appointed by The Florida Bar to the 
Judicial Qualifications Commission. Then in 
2000, she was installed as the 58th president 
of the National Bar Association. 

Evette is involved with PACE Center for 
Girls, St. Lucie West Centermial High School 
Advisory Council and Delta Sigma Theta so
rority. 

Volunteer 
Pat Green believes that every person 

should have a dignified end-of-life experi
ence. 

She is a volunteer at Treasure Coast 
Hospices and has been for more than 25 
years, as a founding member. Her many du
ties have inducted serving as the -volunteer 
coordinator ahd president of the volunteer 
auxiliary. 

Pat began volunteering in 1976 in Eng
land when her mother was suffering from 
cancer. At. St. Christopher's, she learned of 
the first hospice house ever built and the 
unique form of care that helped her mother 
in her remaining days. 

u 

Leader of Tomorrow 
Carmela Victoria DeNero is a student at 

Indian River Community College who exem- · 
plifies all of the qualities expected in a great 
leader - self-sacrifice, humility, self-reli
ance, responsibility and caring. 

She displays her ca.ring traits by volun
teering in her community and · church. She · 
displays her leadership and responsibility 
qualities by her proven and on-going aca
demic excellence by making the Dean's List 
and the President's List in her first semester 
atIRCC. 

Carmela is also involved in collecting do
nations for UNICEF and with KidFest. 
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Lincoln Park grads 
to .teach sailin!!· 

/J"-/fome-four,z iliJ.s 5--1' -u7 
.FOR HOMETOWN NEWS 

Two experienced and 
qualified sailors, both 
graduates of Lincoln Park 
Academy in Fort Pierce, 
have been selected to 
teach beginning sailing at 
Fort Pierce Jaycee Park this 
summer. · 

"These young women 
are _both college students, 
each with at least four 
years of sailing experi
el)ce," said Roy Whitehead, 
presi~ent of the Treasure . 
Coast Youth Sailing Foun
dation. "We are pleased to 
have found Fort Pierce res
idents to fill the instructor 
positions rather than hav
ing to bring in outsiders 
unfamiliar with the area. 
Both are enthusiastic 
about being able . to help 
make this new youth sail- · 
ing program a success in 
its first season." 

Head instructor Skji 
Conklin is a junior at Geor
gia Tech, where she is 
majoring in computer sci-

. ence. She grew up sailing 
with her family and earned 
an International Baccalau
reate diploma at Lincoln 
Park Academy. 

Ms Conklin holds 
instructor certification 
from the U.S. Sailing Asso
ciation, which also verifies 
her first aid and lifesaving 
skills, and has worked as 
an instructor at the Martin 
County Sailing Center, in . 
Jensen Beach. 

Assistant instructor Jes
sica Carter will · graduate 
from Indian River Com
munity Colle9e this spring 
'with an associate degree in 
business marketing. She 
plans to attend · Florida 
State University in the fall 
of 2007 to pursue her 
bachelors degree in mar
·keting. She graduated 
from Lincoln Park Acade-

rriy with high honors in 
2005. She has sailed com- · 
petitively in numerous · 
regattas throughout the 
state as a representative of 
Lincoln Park Academy. , · 

Ms. Carter worked for 
two sumniers as a life
guard for St. Lucie County 
and maintains her first aid 
and lifesaving credentials. 

The Foundation's first 
season of sailing instruc
tion is scheduled to begin 
June 4, with the last class 
starting on July 23 and 
ending on Aug. 3. 

Two-week classes, either 
morning or afternoon, are 
available to children, ages 
8 through 13. Students sail 
small one-person dinghies 
called prams, which are 
designed specifically for 
training. 

The Treasure Coast 
Youth Sailing Foundation 
is sponsored by the Fort 
Pierce Yacht Club. 

The Treasure Coast 
Youth Sailing Foundation, 
organized in 2006, has the 
purpose to provide sailing 
instruction to the youth of 
the Treasure Coast; from 
Port St. Lucie to Vero 
Beach, at a site · located in 
Jaycee . Park, provided by 
the city of Fort Pierce. 

·· The Foundation board 
of directors consists of 
members of the Fort Pierce 
Yacht Club, the foundation 
sponsor, as well as com
munity · leaders Robert 
Benton, mayor of Fort 
Pierce; Normar1 Penner, 
director of the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of St. Lucie 
County; and Troy Ingersoll, 
a member of the St. Lucie 
County SchoolBoard. 

For more information on 
the learn-to-sail program, 
call (772) 462-0230, Roy at 
(772) 332-1732, or go to the 
Foundation's Web · site, 
www.tcysf.homestead.co 
m 
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BY NADIA GERGIS 
11adia.gergis@scripps.com 

J ordan DiAngelo jumped at the chance to 
work at his favorite childhood shop, Abbott's 

. . l<'rozen Custard 01120th Street In Vero.Beach, 
· when it opened two years ago. 

But DiAngelo, 20, doesn't use the money he 
earns as a manager to buy new clothes or elec-. 
tronic gadgets. He uses his salary to pay for tuition 
at Jndian River Conununitv College. 

"I workabout40 to50 hours a week," saidDiAn
gelo, who is majoring in pharmacology. "It'sa great 
place to w6rk because we're all in the same age 
group." · . · 

DiAngelo, who plans to work tlfrough the 
summe1; is not alone. 

Across the Treasure Coast, high school and col
lege students are leaving behind tl1eir classrooms 
to_lal<e on a new challenge: that lucrative summer 
job. . 

Ami fortwiatelY, staffing firms and t11eTreasw·e 
Coast Workforce Development Board agree that . 
there's a wide variety of local jobs wailing for high 
school and college students looking to mal{e some 
extra cash before the new academic year begins. 

Rhonda Blal{eY, partner of Port St. Lucie-based 
Staffing Solutions for the Treasure Coast, advises 
students who have an interest in computers to look 
for temporary clericaljobs. 

"This is the time of year when families go on va
cation, so some offices will need s01ile temp help 
over the swnme1;" Blakey said. "With the skill sets 
these kids have, they don't have tojustworkin fast 
food anymore, they can do data entry at an office 
or work 011 Microsoft Office suite to get a real feel for 
what it's like in the corporate world .. " 

Erica Garrett, branch manager for Manpower 
in St. Lucie West, suggested that students contact 
tl1e various call centers in St. Lucie Cotmty to get 
a higher payingjob with flexible hours. 
· "We've got so many call centers to.choose from 
like QVC, Carnival, Aegis and Policy Studies Inc. -
just in bur countY," Garrett said. "But if they'd 
ratl1er go into r«:!lail, downtown Tradition is just 

exploding with stores that need help, like the new 
Target there." 

Jemi Larsen, president and owner of -the 
staffing agency Pe1'sonnel Plus, who has offices in 
Port St. Lucie a11d Palm BaY, said tl1e hospitality 
sector may offer students part-time hours close to 
home. · 

''. l a111 sure some of the restaurants might need 
some extra help," Larsen said. "These·students 

· probably won't find really high paying jobs, but 
every little bit helps." -

John Kraczkowski, Workforce Development 
Board business services direct01; said if a student 
is looking for early morning work hours, a manu-

- facturingjob could be tl1e solution. 
"I would really encourage them to go into the . 

manufacturing field because it ca\1 be high pay
ing," Kraczkowski said. 

As for students who wm1t to pad t11eir resumes 
with more of a biotech background, Kraczkowski 

· said Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution 
a11d The Smitl1sonim1 Marine Station, both in Fbrt 
Pierce, m·e the ideal places for a swnmer job. 

"Even if they just do some volunteer work wit11-
out getting paid, it gives t11em a feel for \\ihat the 
jobs of the future will be," Kraczkowski said. "I 
mean, that's where we're headed with Torrey 
Pinescomi.i1ghere." · · 

Bill Moore, owner of Kilivin's Chocolates & Ice 
Cream in Stuart, Palm Beach Gardens and Jensen 
Beach, said experience does play a part in a stu
dent's decision to get summer jobs, but that too 
may be cha11ging. 

"Things m-e really changing he1-e in Soul11 Flori-· 
da, Moore said. "Maybe their pm·ents are telling 
l11em they have to get a job wil11.the way the econ
omy is." 

Moore added tllat t11e sophisticated needs of 
Generation Y -such as upgraded cell phones and 
iPods- is making a summer job a necessity. 

"It isn't the '50s and '60s miymore m1d parents 
can't aJiord everything these kids wm1t," Moore 
said. 

.. : ; . : . . ..};,: ~(::-/;/" 1 
WHY HIRE SUMMER HELP?/:,. ' '_ •;-'(~c-'l;:~ 
• Flexible hours .: ·. '· '.- ~ :- \ · · :/~' ., · . . ,J.=;(.': 

-• Students are eager to learn ,,,,.,:/\c:f:,.;,,.·:.\•;);.i 
. • If a student returns year after·year ..;..; nciJob ?: _1 

t •• g• · ·ct ,,·-.f": -,~1/i;\.1.,;·~~(l:"'l 
ramm 1s require _- . . . ,. .: : 'i.'•·Y: i;, .,i p, .. :" _ . 

• No 90-day probat1onar_y p~r)Qd ', ," , .. ,: ;_-:c~;,,• r,, 
• Students are used to taking instr.uct1on .1-:, :,:·.,,.,;-

. :n~tJ:gii~-~--suMME~~~•i;,•.))PJ:/!:i:; 
• Job trainingi ' 
· • Spending cash ': 

. · • Responsibility' ·. 
• Confidence . 
• Meeting new friends . 
• Using a super.visor as a reference · 

. • Experience and background for future job ' 
and resume building · · 

INTERNET RESOURCES: 
treasurecoasljobsource.com 
tcyouth.org · 
jobweb.com 
monster.com 
careerbuilder.com 
·holjobs.com 

BEST PLACES FOR STUDENT .SUMMER. 
EMPLOYMENT 
Call centers, staffing firms for clerical Wor,ks, . 
restaurants, manufacturers, malls , downtown 
shopping hubs in Tradition, Stuart, Fort Pierce, 
Jensen Beach, Vero Beach and large grocery_ · 
stores such as BJ's, Target, Publix, Wal-Mart · 
and Sam's. · 

HOW TO FIND A JOB· _ 
Through family contacts, newspaper classified 
·pages, staffing firms, lnterrietjob sites, con' ,--\. 
tacts at church and synagogue, and courity· •' 
Web sites for parks and recreation opportuni· 
ties. · 
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Jordan DiAngelo, 20, Is a manager at Abbott's Frozen Custard In Vero Beach, where he works rull-ti111e while attending Indian River Community College. 
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Students ·slated to receive IRCC degrees 
. . (f4,l::'ee.~s 'S-1rlJ7 

FORT PIERCE - The lodiaIL Nunez; Pamela Kaye Arnold; Molano; Rose Barbara Bermudez 
River Community Colleg~ com- . Phillip Roland Arnold; Phyllis A. Ocden; Briceida Genoveva Perez; 
mencement will be held Saturday, \ Bass; Desiree Marie Boswell; Annie Janet Pineda; Justin Howard Lee 
May 5, at 9 a.m. at the Tradition · Elizabeth Burney; Emily Louise Robards; Megan Nicole Rodriguez; 
Field Stadium in Port St. Lucie. Campbell; Rafael Cancino Jr.; Eliza- Ashley Aaron Ronkko; Lori Diane 

The following IRCC commence- beth Anne Cantrell; Joshua Bryan Rucks; Peritz Samuels; Guadalupe 
ment lists · include .students who Chapman; Crystal M. Christie; Sanchez; Manuel Antonio 
applied for graduation before April Joshua M. Clay; Cort Durant Clay- Sanchez; Derek John Shembarger; 
27,2007. pool; Jennifer Ashley Cletzer; Can- RebeccaPoseySmiU1 

Students from Okeechobee dra Nycole Clyne; Brandy Nichole Christopher Michael Snowden; 
County who are to graduate and Coble; Whitney A. Coffey; Alfred Amanda Brittany Taylor; Jenna 
receivetheirdegreesare: Lewis Cole; Anita Colon; Emily Danielle Tenniswood; Jordan W. 

Associate in Science Degree: Kristine Davis; Danielle June Terry; Alejandra Tinajero; Crystal 
Laura Ann Amsden; Lisa Marie DePoyster; Carlton Hubert Elliott; Joy Trimble; Susan W. Under
Herbst Baird; Justina Valli Betts; Jared Stephen Figley; Matthew wood; Amanda Vlkojan; Robynn 
Keith Devin Bourgault; Deborah J. Jude Fischer; Jesse J. Fulford; John Ashley Watford; Sarah Elizabeth 
Brantley; Candra Nycole Clyne; R. Gailfoil Jr.; Travis Allen Gibbens; Weaver; Alicia Patrice Welch; . 
Kasey Lee Folbrecht; Tomi~ena S. Jonathan J. Gibbs; Heather L. Donna Marie Wildes; Aly~sa Anne 
Givens; Lindsey M. Hoffman; Chris- Granger; Mel.inda J. Hall; David Willie; Natasha Hernandez 
tine D. Hoy; Marsha P. Kennard; Hawthorne; Isaura G. Henry; Yabel Willoughby; Kimberley Michelle 
Michael J. Maxwell; Danielle Marie Isaura Henry; Heath Allan Hughes; Womble; Justin W. Yocum; Kav
Moore; Stefanie Michelle Roberts; Bryan A. Juarez; James Christo- isha P. Zaveri; and, Samira Pradeep
Kelly Morgan Rogers; Jean Alane pher Klaffer; Maria D. Leon; Moni- kumar Zaveri. 
Schaeffer; Marlena Mae Sheets; ca Nicole Major; Jennifer Rebecca Associate in Applied Science 
Forrest 0. Terry; and, Elieth Chacon Mann; Jennifer Lynn Marquis; Cas- Degree: Theresa M. Cline; Kyli P. 
Yose. sandra M. Matthews; Randi Lyn O'Berry; James Thomas Sarros; 

AssociateinArtsDegree: Kristin McMillan; Kati Louise Mcwaters; Kerry Ann Simms; Rene Lynn Wil-
Haberlahdt Adams; Antonia Kristi Leigh Miller; . Cathy Arm son; and, Paulette Graebel Yannett. 
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ST. LUCIE COUNTY 

\Voman muned as 
firefighter of the year 

Firefighter-Paramedic Cyn
thia A. Economou was named 
Firefighter of the Year for her 
work with the St. Lucie Cotin
ty Fire District. 

Economou has been with 
the Fire District since May· 
1994 and has been a paramedic 
since December 1995. During 
her time with the SLCFD she 
was a field training instructor 
,and currently is part of tl1e 
'Special Operations Team at 
:station 10, B Shift. Special op
_erations is trained to deal with 
\hazardous materials. · 

In addition to her work witl1 
the Fire District, Economou 

· rw1s Fully Involved Farms. 
This farm provides tl1e physi

. cally, emotionally and mental-
ly challenged residents of St. 
Lucie County tl1e opportw1ily 
to experience riding horses at 
no cost. She has seen riders 
malrn strides both physically 
and emotionally through 
spending time at tl1e farm. The 
farm has 12 horses, 2 therapy 
sheep and a therapy dog, Cash
man, which belongs to Econo
mou. 

The fann currently attracts 

individuals age 5 to 23, but is 
open to everyone older than 2. 

Economou also trains lm
wan-remains detection dogs 
for search and recovery with 
the Port St. Lucie Police De
partment. Her own dog, Cash
man, is both a therapy dog for 
the farm and a . human
remains detection dog. 

Economu moved to St. Lucie 
County witl1 her family in 1987 
and graduated from Fort 
Pierce Central High School. 
She spent a brief time sttidy
ing sports medicine and nms
ing before entering the Emer
gency Medical program at 
IRCC. -
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!HEH YO!m NUGIIBOH: Sherry Bowen, 55 

Biology professor aids researchers 
in giving swan song to bird disease 

By CARA FITZPATRICK 
/'aim llt:nch Post Staff Writer 

It was a mysterious problem: 
Swans, here and overseas, were 
turning pink, falling sick and 
dying. 

The solution turned oul to be 
simple. Biologists bathed the 
swans in a common dish soap, 
Dawn, and the pink disappeared 
from their feathers. The birds got 
belier: 

Going from prohlem to solution 
loul< lwo years, many ~cicntific 
hypotheses and tests. For Sherry 
Bowen, a biology instructor at In
dian River Community College,Tt 
was just another day's work. 

Bowen, 55, joined the Regal 
Swan research team after seeing 
information about the scientific 
group at a conference. The group, 
made u11 of scientists from uni
versities throughout the world, 
had seen swans mysteriously 
turning pink in U1eir hometowns 
and began a collaboration to find 
the cause and possible solution. 

The problem, though il 
seemed cosmetic1 was a serious 
one. Those birds with pink-tinged 
feathers heca111e ill over time; 
some caughl pneumonia, some 
hypothermia and some drowned. 

"They were dying," Bowen 
said. "We needed to know what 
was happening, but we made no 
assumptions.'' 

The group sent feathers back 
and forth, running tests and try
ing to identify what was causing 
the condition. Hypotheses went 
back and forth just as quickly. 
The condition seemed to be most 
prevalent in the holler months 
when the swans were molting. 
Was there a connection? Was it 
something they were eating? 

For Bowen, such inquiry is 
part of her daily life. She studied 
zoology at U1e University ofSouU1 
Florida before going on for fur
ther study in the field of medical 
technology. 

After graduation, she spent 
four years in the Air Force work
ing as a hurricane forecaster. 
She went on to work as a labora
tory technician in hospitals for 
30 years. 

She turned to teaching in 2000 
and joined U1e faculty at Indian 
River Community College. The 

Sherry Bowen, a biology professor at Indian River Community Colle~e. col
laborated with an international swan project to determine why the birds were 

college was a familiar place: Her 
father was once an JRCC profes
sor and she attended two years 
of college there before finishing 
her undergraduate degree at U1e 

. University of South Florida. She 
now teaches anatomy, physiology 
and biology. 

"It was nice coming back," she 
said. 

The scientists continued 
searching for answers, with 
much of U1eir progress coming in 
U1e past six months. Eventually; 
they realized it was someU1ing 
on the feathers, not in U1em, she 
said. 

The culprit was an opportu-

nistic genus of bacteria called 
coryncbactcrium, she said. The 
bacteria got onto the birds' feath
ers and U1e swans were unable to 
remove it. 

Instead, it built up on their 
feathers and, through cleaning 
themselves, it worked its way 
into their mouths and digestive 
systems, making them sick. Sci
entists also . believe U1e bacteria 
prevented U1e birds' natural oil 
from coating U1eir wings, mak
ing them less water repellent and 
causing some birds to drown. 

"So we gave U1e swans a bath 
and they turned white." Bowen 
said. "It seemed so simple." 

AMANDA VotSARD/SlaH Photogr.ipht1 

turning pink, then dying. The group found the problem was a bacteria that was 
growing on the birds' feathers that could be washed with dishwashing liquid. 

They chose Dawn, the com
mon household dish soap, be
cause it is commonly used to 
clean birds in oil spills, she said. 
They tested it on swans in Or
lando and ii worked. 

The group even shared its 
solution with U1e keeper of U1e 
swans at Windsor Castle in Eng
land, where a similar problem 
had been noticed. The British 
did not have Dawn, but did have a 
nearly identical product that had 
U1c same effect. 

For · its work, the group has 
been invited to Great Britain U1is 
July to participate in the "swan 
upping," an annual tradition in 

which the swans are counted and 
marked. 

"It's quite an honor to be in
vited," she said. 

The project isn't over; though, 
for Bowen and the rest of the 
group. 

They still haven't figured out 
what's causing the bacteria to 
build on the birds in the first 
place. Their best guess right now 
is pollution. They also would like 
lo find a better way lo treat the 
swans, she said. 

"These are not lame birds," 
she said. ':And U1ey really don't 
like U1eir baU1s." 
(c)cara_fitzpatrlck@pbpost.com 
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. t Alan:a'nilaura' Kauffmann ahfidcha/1h111d ' ! 

L Harriett Crago -Were on ttanil as Verorilca . 
,: . ' lempone Wa~ presented . with Jhe ·,,ioor : 

. · H~rtiett Kirk Crago Jaculty· .of th~ Year · 
"" ~ward by.: Dr/ Eili'{in MasseY, pf~si~ent .of, · · 
· ,J.RC.C... Tl]e award. was , e~ta_bli~h~d . thrtjug_h .. 
' '~pport of the Kauffmanns m· honor. of . 

· Lailra;s, rriolhel<iind IRCC Board of-Trustee· .· 
· Emeri!~, Harriett Kirk Crago. , . 



0 

CJ 

LEADERship Class 17 graduates 
front row (left to right): Linda Weiksna1~ Klierri i\nderson, Carol Compton, 
JoEl/en D,re1~ Kathleen /3relimd, Maria ;\,/osl,e~ Pahlo Diaz, Lisa Marshall, 
Second row, 1\:/ichael f-laag, l(ristin Comes, l<eecl /-lartman, A./. Chase, 
Sonia Snyde1; Kat/iv Skrzvpezak Third row:13/al<e Capps, John Justa!<, Peter 
13artusl<a, 13/ tvloffot, Jared Ousharm, Fourth row: Dennis f'ritc/1ic, f~ich 
Camp/Jell, Davie/ Powers, Rya n Furl.wangler. Not f)ic tured: Gigi Suntwn 
all(} f-loward Levy. Photo by Linda Geary 
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2007 
Eutreprcu.eur uf Lite Year 

Do11 Proctor 
IRCC Ri chardson Center, Mueller Campus 

Vero Beach 
March 1, 2007 

Photos by Ed Drondoski 

I. Jack and Sa ll )' Chapman, 
Dr. l-l,1rry ,'I, llarhara Sampe)' 

l. IJ,,vicl Sulliv,111, Eel . D. 
& Laura Kelle)' 

3. Ennis Proclor, Linda and 
Don Proctor 

,1. 1)011 l'roc lor and 
Dr. Edwin Masse)' 

b111is f'r11l'fPr, t .intfn l'rodor t111t l 1:1111,•1ire111•11 r 11· lfll' l't'ur thl'(ln/ 
rt'd/'it'11/ IJ1111t1/d 11rndnr wil/1 /Joi 1111,I , \110 .. Bud" , \du111s 

/1/l :c l'r, •sitlt•11/ l:tl\l'ill J\lt1~!-t'_\ ', / Jr. 1\lu:- l11i1 l\ 1·111wd\'11/III 
1\furi1111 Kennedy wif/1 I ,l..'1 111or 11ml Jorge ( :,111:1ill': 

I J1111ulcl l '11•dn1-"s s l1 ·p111111l11 ·r 
( :u\' l'rndnr rnu/ 111nll1t• r-i11 -l1m• 

· Elcri11c '/i ,lfin•r 

Donslcl Proctor Honored as 

Entrepreneur ol' Lhe Year 

The 2007 E11/repre11e11r ri( tlw 
l'car 1Ji1111er. present ed by lhc 

Indian IH\'l'r Commu nity Co llege 

and L1111i>~-rl hH;;1da1 ic111 s. was held 1\larl'h I 

al th e IHCC IHclrnrdson Ccnl c r. This year's 

honoree . Donald Proctor. wns recognized ror 

his l'Xc...-l' ptional ht1 si11css al'liil·vc11n·111. t·111re · 

1ire11eurial spirit :ind com11H111it y in vo lve ment. 

P111d11r :-il,li11J!" - /Jrn 111 ld. 1\l111y/1('1/t: ,\ lt•11 :d. 
l-:11ni , ,11111 111 ·111· S 11n111 1t·1.s: 

'l'hl· Dall K. IHc hardson l~11trcprl'lll' lll'Ship Progr:1111 was ror111cd hy 1hc 

IHCC and Lamhcrt Fot111datio11s . along with I :~ ollicr l'ot111di11g 111<.: 111bc rs. 

to c· 11cot1ragc and promote cntrcpre11e11rsliip . 

!~I 
'••;' j 

1 

. i·,·d 
.,-,,~,1 
tJf.~;:1 
,;J.r-~t}j 

'~tsl 
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Hub Schools Post your school news 011 www.yourhub.com 

n Sailfish Point Foundation supports 10 scholarships 
BY ROBERT LANE 
Posted on Yourl I uh.com 

The Saillish Point Foun
dation is supporting schol
arships for students tlu-ough a 
gill of $48.500 to the President's 
Challenge/Take Stock in 
Children Program. 

Nancie Parlin , president or 
the Sailfish Point Foundation, 
r ece n t ly presen ted Ann 
Decker, executive director or 
the Indian niver Community 
College Foundation, with a 
$-Ill.GUO cliecl1 Ii.Jr the Take 
Stock in Children Program at 
mcc. 

Thro111-:h I his gill, 10 Marl i11 
County students will rece ive 
tu i tion scholarships for l.wo 
years at !HCC and two years al 
a Florida public university. 

The Take Slack in Children 
Scholarship Program is coordj
nal.ed locally by the mcc 
Foundation. As the lead 
agency for Indian River. 
Mar t in, Okeechobee and St. 
Lucie Counties, the lRCC 
Foundat ion secures l ocal 
funding, mentors and re
sources for the student recip
ients. 

The scholarship program is 
des igned to moti vate and assist 
ecmmm ica lly disadvanlnged 
students who show academic 
pro mi se and might not 
other wise have the oppor
tunity to attend college. 

Editor's Note: Tllis s/01:v llas 
llcc11 edited ror space. For tile 
fill/ s101 :v. Jog mi to Yo11r
l-/11 /J.co111. 

IRCC • Posted on Yourl-fub.com 
Nancie Parlin (far left), president of the Sailfish Point Foundation, presents Ann Decker, executive director of the Ind Ian River 
Community College Foundation, with a check for $48,500 for the Take Stock In Children Program at IRCC. Also pictured are Murfin 
Adamiak, Marian Vitale, Mike Evans, George Tolley, Sharon Osteen and Erin Cox. 
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Local studentSeitit 
scholarship .iwai;ds 
Fon HOMETOWN NEWS 

The 2007 Young Floridi-
. an Awai'd · wirniers were 
announced. Monday, April 
16, at an awards ceremony 
at Indian llivcr Comrnuiil,
ly College's fv~cAlpin .Fine 
Arts Center. . · · 

Earlier in the year, 77 
young men and women 
were selected out of 1,999 
St. Lucie County senior 
high school students lo 
compete for 14 Young 
Floridian Scholarship 
Awards. 

The St. Lucie County 
Education Foundation and 
the Indian River Commu
nity College Foundation 
hosted the event. 

In the 1980s, the busi
ness and education com
munities established the 
Young Floridian Scholar
ship Awards as a way to 
recognize outstanding 
seniors for achievement 
and service to their school 
an<l their community in a 
variety of categories, such 
as academic excellence, 
athletics, human services 
and·social studies. 

Students are judged on 

their record of achieve
ment in their category and 
their service lo school and 
community. Each nomi-

. nee completes an applica
tion package that is sub
mitted to a panel of 
qualified judges for review. 
Later, the judges meet with 
each nominee, and . the 
student whose record of 
achievement, leadership 
and character best exem
plifies a Young Floridian, 
wins the Young Floridian 
Scholarship Awai·c.l. 

Many area businesses, 
organizations and individ
uals provide the financial 
support for scholarships 
and aw,irds. In addition 
community leaders help 
wit11 the planning, judging 
and presentation of 
awards. This event high
lights community busi
nesses partnering with 
education to celebrate the 
succe~s of education in St. 
Lucie County. 

Each nominee receives a 
$100 book stipend to IHCC 
and a Young floridian 
medallion. In addition, 
the winners receive a 
Young Floridian award, a 

full two-year scholarship 
to · IHCC, and a $1000 
scholarship from the St. 
Lucie County Education 
Foundation · to be used at 
the college or university of 
their choice. 

The 2007 Young Floridi
an winners include: 

♦Jillian DaSilva: aca
demic excellence 
♦ Anna Melnick: applied 

• technology 
♦ Natalie Angelos: art · 
♦ Uenjonson Jean: ath

letics 
♦ John Johnston lll: 

business/computer sci-
ence 
♦ Ariosto Heyes: drama 
♦ Claudia Bernal: for-

eign language . 
♦ Jordan Heilh: human 

services 
♦ Shyanne Helms: jour

nalism and communica
tions 
♦ Jenni( er Uentancur: 

language arts 
, ♦ Matthew Guettler: 

mathematics 
♦ Aja Wells: music 
♦ Sheena Dhalla: science 
♦ Jonathan Errico: social 

studies 
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IRCC presents stUaelltS 
with their scholarships 

Eighty middle and high school 
students from St. Lucie, Indian 
River, Martin, and Okeechobee 
counties will receive a valuable 
incentive for future success. At a 
scholarship awards ceremony at 
Indian River Communit\ College

1 the students became he 260 
recipients of four-year Presi
dent's Challengeffake Stock in 
Children Scholarships. All eighty 
new recipients are ''First Genera
tion" college students. 

The scholarship program is 
designed to motivate and assist 
economically disadvantaged stu
dents who show academic 
promise and might not other
wise have the opportunity to 
attend college. The scholarship 
recipients are matched with 
adult volunteer mentors from the 
community' who provide guid-
ance and encouragement. · 

All the selected scholarship 
recipients sign a contract agree
ing to maintain good grades, stay 
out of trouble, stay away from 
drugs and alcohol, and graduate 
from high school. Those who 
meet the challenge will receive a 
tuition scholarship to attend Indi
an River Community College for 
two years, followed by two years 
at a Florida public university. 

Sixty-seven high school sen
iors, who were awarded the 
scholarship in middle or high 
school, were recognized at this 
year's ceremony. These students 
have met the challenges required 
to receive the scholarship and 
will be attending IRCC in the fall. 
High school senior and IRCC 
graduate, Alejandra Tinajero of 
Okeechobee, will share her 
insights about the program dur
ing the ceremony. 

Dr. Edwin R. Massey, IRCC 
President, welcomed the schol
arship recipients and their fami
lies to the event. The scholar
ships were presented by Dr. 
Massey, Ann L. Decker, executive 

. director of the IRCC Foundation 
and the four county school 
superintendents: Dr. Duncan N.P. 
Pritchett, Jr., Indian River Coun
ty; Dr. Sara Wilcox, Martin Coun
ty; Dr. Patricia Cooper, Okee
chobee County; and, Mr. Michael 
Lannon, St. Lucie County. 

Including the 80 recipients for 
the year, 575 President's Chal
lengen·ake Stock in Children 
scholarships have been awarded 
to students over the past 11 
years, with the provision that 

they meet the challenges and 
graduate from high school. 

The Take Stock in Children 
Scholarship Program is coordi
nated locally by the IRCC Foun
dation. As the lead agency for 
Indian. River, Martin, O1<,ee
chobee and St. Lucie counties, 
the IRCC Foundation secures 
local funding, mentors, and 
resources for the student recipi
ents. In addition, the IRCC Foun
dation tracks the progress of stu
dents as they pursue degrees at 
IRCC and state universities. 

Many lc:ical businesses, organ
izations, and individuals con
tribute to the program, which is 

· offered in cooperation with the 
Indian River, Martin, Okee
chobee, and St. Lucie County 
school districts and Communi
ties in Schools in Okeechobee. 
This unique program has 

evolved from its beginnings as a 
partnership of three programs: 
The President's Challenge, 
founded by IRCC President Dr. 
Edwin R. Massey; SOAR, spon
sored by the St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce and St. 
Lucie County Education Foundac 
lion; and, Take Stock in Children, 
a statewide scholarship pro
gram. 

Local recipients of the schol
arship were (all from Okee
chobee Freshman Campus): 
Cheryl Bloom, Brandon Brown, 
Edgar Castillejo, Emily Dreher, 
Saul Garcia, Jr., Yakeisha Gor
don, Tonia Gray, Jackeline Her
nandez, Ruben Hernandez, Jr., 
Kasey Hill, Juan Jimenes, Noemi 
Palacios, Walter Piscatelli, Kristi 
Reed, Tamara Rix, Maria Ruiz, 
Cesar Serrano, Reba Spiess, Gra
ciela Varela, and Kimberly Young. 



Seniors earn college 
scholarships for 
academic achievement 
and community service. 

BY JENNIFER TREFELNER 
Posted 011 Yourl·lub.com 

The St. Lucie Education 
Foundation and Jndian River 
Community College hosted 
their annual St. Lucie County 
Young Floridian Awards Cer
emony on April lG. 

The purpose or the compet
ition is "to recognize out
st anding seniors for 
achievement and service to 
their school and community." 
A Young Floridian Scholarship 
Award in each category (14 
total) is given to the individual 
whose record of achievement 
in his or her category and 
service to school and com-
111w1ity best exemplifies the 
use of one's abilities. 

Each winner receives a 
full-tuition scholarship to 
Indian River Community 
College. The winner also re
ceives a $1,000 scholarship 
from the St. Lucie County Edu
cation Foundation, paid to the 
college of his or her choice 
upon proof of em-ollment, and 
a Young Floridian trophy. 

John Carroll High School 
had nomiJiees in 12 or the 14 

JENNIFER TREFELNER • Posted on YourHub.com 
John Carroll High School Young Floridian Winners and school administrators include (top row) 
Santi Reyes, J.J. Johnstone, Matt Guettler, Johnathan Errico, (top row), Linda Easom (assistant 
principal), Jillian DaSiiva, Natalie Angelos, Jennifer Trefelner (Young Floridian coordinator) and Ben 
Hopper (principal). 

categories. The school's 
winners were Jillian DaSilva 
(Academic Excellence), Natalie 
Angelos (Art), John Johnstone 
(IJusiness/ Computer Science), 

Santi Reyes (Drama), Matt 
GuetUer (MaU1ematics), and 
Jonathan Errico (Social 
Studies). 

Editor's Note: This slmy has 
been edited lbr space. For Uie 
full sto1y, log 011 lo Yom·
Hub.com. 
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IRCC gtaduate 
earns Betcher 
scholarshi1J 

Indian River Conmumity Coli(~ge 
graduate William "Bill" Jennings of 
Port St. Lucie is the first student to 
be awarded $500 from the Bob Betch
er Media Scholarship Fund. Betche1~ 
a popular columnist for The Stuart 
News and Scripps Treasure Coast 
Newspapers, died in November 2005 
after a long battle with cance1: 

Esta blished all:cr I 1is death through 
U1e Jmlic.m River Conummity College 
Foundation, the Betcher scholarship 
is .available to lRCC transfer students 
majoring in journalism, broadcast
ing, new media, public relations, ad
vertising and related fields. 

Jennings is a student at Florida 
Atlantic . University's Treasure 
Coast campus. He said he applied 
for the scholarship after learning 
Betcher's fri ends and co-workers es
tablished the memorial fund. . 

"It's definitely more of an honor 
tha n any monetary value that could 
be put lo a scholarship," said Jen
nings, who hopes to become a sports 
journalist. 
· ff you would like to .contribute, 

1i1ake checks payable to: IRCC Foun
dation / Betcher Scholarship Fund 
320!1 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce, FL 
34981. Or use a creditc9rd by calling 
(772) 462- 4786 or go online at 
ww,.,v.irccfoundation.org. 
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ST. LUCIE COUNTY 
SCHOOL OISTRICT 
l!ll The district's Uth an-
nual summer musical 
J'.>roductio11 will be Oliver. 
Performances are June 
6-10 in the Port St. Lucie 
High auditorium. Curtaii1 . 
time is 7:30 p.m. for the 

. June 6~9 shuws. and at 2 
and 7 p.111. for the June 10 
{lerformaiice. Tickets are 
Sl2. For more information, 
call (772) :337-6043. 

FOREST HROVE MIDDLE 
. ■ Stude11ts of the month: 

Courtney Kohler, Emily 
Gentle, Jasmine Wilson, 
Gary St. Juste and Steven 
Peterson. 
■ Kay Hall has been se
lected as the teacher of 
the month. She is a sev~ 
enth-grade language arts 
teache1: 
■ At the Take Stock in 
Childre1i awards ceremony 

-at IRCC Windy Lambert, 
C1aud1a )ean, Harris Reyes · 
and Ayrianna Macrellis 
received fom'-year college 
scholarships. 
■ In the St. Lucie County 
Math Superstars competi
tion, Claudia Jean earned 
a first place and Caylen 
Wouters placed second. 
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0 Creative path to fi.mdraising? You name it 

CJ 

BY REBECCA PANOFF 
rcbecca.panolf@scripps.com 

ST. 'LUCIE COUNTY - Tradi
tion Field. Adams Ranch 
Equestrian Center. lnsert
your-name-here Skatepark. 

A new skatepark at Lawn
wood Spmis Complex in Fort 
Pierce could become another 
in a line of county facilities 
with names auctioned off to 
the highest bidder, if county 
commissioners decide today 
they're OK wiU1 selling U1e 
naming rights for the park. 

The new skatepark, which is 
a joint project between Uie 
cow1ty and Foti Pierce, could 
be named after whoever po
nies up the most cash, wheU1er 
it is a corporation or an indi
vidual, said Assistant Parks 
and Recreation Di.rector Linda 
Barton. 

And it's not just the park's 
name that's up for grabs. For 
$10,000, .YOU can pay to have 
your company's name on any 
of the park's features, like an-
gled ledges or handrails. . 

The cash could help offset 
the park!s cost and ftmd the 
$250,000 second phase of the 
project, which inclndes a large 
bowl and a "snake nm." 

The first phase of U1e park is 
budgeted at $500,000 by the 
county and county officials 
hope the city will contribute 
about $80,000 worth of fill to
ward the park. 

The idea to "sell" the park's 
name came from the county's 
Skatepark Planning Conunit
tee, which has been instru
mental in planning the park. 
The conunittee wants to try 

· and get both phases of U1e 
park done at the same time 
"wiU1out really putting it back 
in the public's lap," said com- · 
mittee vice chainnan Brute 
Strw1k. 

OTHER FACILITIES WITH PAY-FOR NAMES 

Altho~gh St. Lucie County. leads the way selllng.namlng rights of their buildings, other local 
facilities have been named after benefactors: · 

Tradition Field: A St. Lucie County stadium, Core Communities (developer of the Tradition development) 
pays the county ~1_50,000 a year with half the funds going to the New York Mets, who have spring training 
at the facility._ · · . . · , 
Adams Rancli Equestrian Center: Local rancher Alto "Bud" Adams Jr. paid $350,000 in 2004 to l1elp 
build the facility and in turn, the equestrian arena was named after him. 

: The Schumann School for Visual and Performing Arts at the Indian River Charter High 
School: The only school on the _Treasure Coast named after an individual or company after funds were 

· donated, former Press Journal owner and publisher John Schumann donated $350,616 in 2003. 
·· Kight Center of Emerging Technologies: Palm City residents Lon and Audrey Kight donated money 
· for the building and each room inside the Indian River Community College facility is nained after its "do: 

nor." 1 
• • . . 

AROU.ND THE TREASURE COAST 

. • In Martin and India~ River counties, naming r'ights aren't up for sale yet, but could be considered if gov· 
ernments have lb come up with more cash because of tax reform. "We've talked about it (selling naming · 
rights) but never done it," said Joe Baird, Indian River County's administrator. 
• The Education Foundation of Martin County is already researching selling naming rigl1ts for Marlin County 

-schools and have had some interest since the idea was first tossed around in January, but have no con· . 
crete plans. · · 

"(The amount) we're really 
hoping to really get is in the 
six digits for the naming rights 
... if we got $10,000 for the ele
ments apiece, we'd be real 
close to getting the remaining 
(money)," he said.Strwlk said 
the idea crune from seeing the 
value associated with sponsor
ships in sports, such as events 

· like the X Games and facilities 
like baseball stadiwns. 

If approved , the 
13,500-square-foot skatepark 
would be the U1ird county
owned · facility a company or 
person has paid to bear a 
name. 

Tradition Field in St. Lucie 
West originally was named 
Thomas J. White Stadiwn in 
1988 after St. Lucie West's orig
inal developer, but was re-

nruned after Uie development 
· in southern St. Lucie County 

when developer Core Commu
nities made a deal with the 
county ru1d New York Mets in 
2004. 

According to Ute agreement, 
Core pays $150,000 a year for 
nruning rights of Ute stadium 
Utrough 2013 and the county 
and Mets split the cash. The 
cow1ty uses U1e money to help 
fund operating costs for the 
stadium, said St. Lucie County 
Administrator Doug Ander
son. 

At the St. Lucie County Fair
grounds, a one-time $350,000 · 
contribution from local ranch
er Alto "Bud" Adams Jr. 
helped pay for a new equestri
an ru·ena in return for his 
nrune being emblazoned on Uie 

building, called the Adams 
Ranch Equestrian Center. 

WiU1 possible budget cuts 
because of tax reform and de
creasing properly values, the . 
county could look at otl1er 
pay-to-name opportunities in 
the future, Anderson said. 

"St: Lucie County is always 
looking for alternative revenue 
streams to assist us witl1 capi
tal projects and this is one of 
the revenue streams we devel
oped. We've been fairly suc
cessful wiU1 it;" Anderson 
said. 

lmliru1 River Comnnmity 
College conducts limdraising 
campaigns for contributions to 
pay for new buildings on its 
campuses, according to IRCC 
spokeswoman Michelle Abal· 
do. Usually, the building is 

named after the highest donor, 
but there are other naming op
portunities for everything 
from classrooms to chairs in 
the Wynne Black Box Theatre. 

ln other counties, naming 
rights ru·en't up for sale yet, 
but could be considered if gov
ernments have to. come up 
with more cash because of lax 
reform, said Indian River 
County Administrator Joe 
Baird and Martin County As· 
sistant County Administrator 
Taryn Kryzda. 

"We've talked about it (sell• 
ing naming rights) but never 
done ii," said Baird. 

The Education Foundation 
of Martin County is already re
searching selling naming 
rights for Martin County 
schools rutd have had some in• 
terest since U1e idea was first 
tossed around in Januru-y, but 
have no concrete plans, offi
cials said. 

But even Umugh 0U1ers have 
embraced selling naming 
rights to raise cash , the St. Lu
cie County School District 
won't be naming any its 
schools · after corporations in 
Uie near futm·e, said Superi.n• 
tendent Michael Lannon in a 
e-mail Monclay. 

"All loo often in U1e corpo
rate world businesses fail, 
change, get bought out or no 
longer exist. How many thiies 
has Dolphin Stadimn changed 
its name in 15 yeru·s, I think 
it's three or four times." he 
said. "Our schools build a 
sense of community, of belong
ing aml identity for alumni 
and Utis kind of commercial
ism I just believe has no place 
in the K-12 arena," he said. 



. Photo courtesy of Treasured Waters 
Florida Senate president Ken Pruitt presented Vero Beach artist Richard Kelly with 
the Florida Senate medallion of excellence, in Tallahassee. )/D>1, ~/111/ 1/~AI.$ · 
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Local artist receives Florida 
Senate medallion of excellence 
FOR HOMETOWN NEWS 

VERO BEACH - Before 
the Florida Senate ended 
its regular session, Senate 
president, Ken Pruitt, took 
time from his schedule to 
award Vero Beach artist, · 
Richard Kelly, the Florida 
Senate medallion of excel
lence for his outstanding 
Florida cultural and artis
tic contributions to the 

State of Florida. 
Mr. Kelly, who studied 

under Florida artist, A. E. 
Backus, has painted oil on 
canvas landscapes for the 
_last 20 years. 

He has recently been 
working on paintings; 
which will be displayed in 
a book called "1i·easured 
Waters - the Indian River 
Lagoon." 

"All of my paintings for 

Artist 
From page A 15 

He loaned six of the 
paintings to the Plorida 
Senate, where they are .on 
display in the state capitol. · 

The book, "Treasw'ed 
Waters - tlze Indian River 
Lagoon/' is collaboration 
between Mr. Kelly, ecolo
gist and writer, Camille S. 
Yates, and Indian River 
Community Colleg_e's Pw
neer River Press: 

Mr. Kelly is painting 
almost 100 new paintings 
for the book. 

To match tl1e scenes 
depicted in the paintings, 
Ms. Yates describes the 
history and ecology of tl1e 
lagoon. · · 

The Pio11eer River Press 
publishes scholarly works 
of intellectual distinction 

tl1e book show the unique 
habitats and wildlife of the . 
Indian River Lagoon. 

I am honored that ·the 
president of the Florida 

· Senate feels that my work 
contributes to an under
standing of, not only art, 
but also of the importance 
of Florida's Indian River 
Lagoon; " Mr. Kelly said. 

t See ARTIST, A 17 

and significance, works 
that will contribute to 
improving the quality of 
higher education, and 
works of general and 
regional interest and of 
lasting value. 

Proceeds from the sale cif 
. the book will support 
scholarships at Indian 
River Community College, 
Indian River Lagoon con
servation, and education 

· efforts. 
The book will be released 

in November. 
For information, visit 

www.treasuredwaters.com. 
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~ ~ ~ G,,zt1,.-te,o,:t.
\forn Ber~c!1 m-tis~: h!~iwred 

i\rfisl Hkl1anl .l(ellv ufVero Beach 
has 1Jee11 awarded ll 1c· .Florida Senate 
i\lTcd,illiou of Exccl le11cr fqr his cul
tural aml ;1rfistic co11ldl.iutiuns to the 

Sunshine State. Senate President Ken 
Pruitt made the presentation before the 
regular legislative session ended. 

Ke lly, a former student of legendary 
Florida artist l\.E. I3t1ckus, has loaned 
six of his paintings lo tlie Florida Sen
ale for display .in the stale Capitol. 

His artwork wi.11 soon appear in the 
book, Treasured Hi:lte,s-the ludian 
River Lagoo11 clue out i11 Novembe 1: 
Proceeds will support scholarships at 
lndiau River Community Colleg~~; and 
lmliau River Lagoon conservation and 
education efforts. · 
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. , : I David Cordon.' or. David Torre·s, Lin Cho and 

Yung 1111, the . winning team at the John 
Carroll HigltSchool ColfToumamelit... . . · 

· Fort Pierde Elks Lodge 1520 Leading Knight 
Dennis• Class presenls a check for $500 to 
scout master Richard Bouchard to be used 
toward' earning'_the ·Aviation Merit Badge at 

. , ., ,Eglin Attorce Bas~, :-,' , . ;<:-< . / '{~ 
l.; ., Policll Athlelii: ·League· board ' member'· • · ' \:I~ 
~. ·Donald ·Y1atso1t accepts recogniiiim on ~ Q)' V \~, r behalf of the Y/ill[e Gary J~\y Fitm,!or being a• 1,, '· \ l · I !\ . ' 
( . -Silver Sponsor of the Tre~sur_e. Coast .; • -, .~ , 
(,-~, P~Ji~erilan's·Ball lrom PAL_pr~~i~ent Steven .! ~ ·_,_ \ '\·, 1 
,;,..; ~1~alma . . ···::::";:::.~-.:.,. -·· ~•-•.! :, ,,-: o'', 

: Ii i-l '(Fronh Pa'm'B~rchelioflaw~wood Regional ~~ ! 
· 

1
;•·::, Medical' Center, Nancy, Hiliori· of SL Lucie · -~ •• •· • 
•• ·Medical Ceitter;;Tainmy.Cortez of Sebastian . i 
: :. River Medical Center, Dr. Edwin Massey of 
!t:J ndian River Cojnmuojly,Golleee;TonrPentz.; 
~-.:.:-: of •. Lawnwood,· Regional Medical.: Center, 'i 
r ·: Brehdf Dupree Joi . Law'nwood. Regional I 
I' •.Medical · Center, -B_arbara ,Horne of lridian . j 
. '.. River Medical Center, Ricardo Pavon of SL ', 
f .:'Lucie Medicai tenter, '(back) ·Jeff Susi of~; 
r : _· Indian River Medical Cent~r. Karen Ripper of 
~~.' Martin 'Memorial Medical ,Center; Gary ·, 
i •. Cantrell of·St. Lucie Medical Center, Hlialher-·• 
L.,'• Ga~.ey'- o_f ·Riluler.;~ri Hospit_al ·and Jariis , i 
'! : Ste:,:ens of -Raul~rson . Hospital as IRCC · 
, ·extends thanks to the members , ol tHe 
r'. Treasure Coast Hospital Consortium for ' its j 
f _ ~coliUnued,suppo~of_h~~}t~ car~.e~~cal_i_ori. , _ 
1- 5. Fort rieti:~ Chief.'of:Police ··S~an .B~ldwiri r; . 
[ · accepts recognition on,. behalf of the Fort . 
• , Pierce Police Departnfent.-for-. being , ·a .' 
! . P.latinum Sponsor of the Jreasu_re ,Coast .' 
: Policeman's .Ball froin Police •'Athletic f :1eague president Steven DiPalll)a. . • , 
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SUN MON lUES WED 

1 .2 

6 7 8 9 

13 14 15 16 

20 21 ~ 23 

27 28 29 30 

li111 J~mml Indian River 
"'JISl J\1111lkll Excha11gc Club rnue W11cr Firefighters· Cl1ili Cook.off 
Open O[<;hore Cl1rnily ll<;hin~ "lilllllWnlCIII To benefit Child Resources of Indian 
To benefit Club's local youth-related activities. 6 River. 4-9 p.m. Ocean Drive in front 
p.m. Fort Pierce Cily Marina. $150 per boat by May of llumiston Park, Vero Beach. $6 
15, $200 thereafter. (772) 321-6813. chili tasting and $5 kids' fun zone. 

THURS FRI SAT 

3 4 5 

10 11 12 

17 18 19 

24 

./..- b· 

Angela 
Haganbach 

Concert 

J\11~cla I k1gcul~Kh Co11cat 
To benefit Pink lie Friends. 
8 p.111. Sunrise lhealre, Fmt 
Pierce. $38 per person or VIP 
tickcls wit II private reception 
$75 per person. 
(772) 461-4 775. 

Whipple & Morales. Duo Pianis1s 
To benefit the lifelong Learning Institute at 
IRCC. 8 p.m. Wynne Black Box Thealre, IRCC, 
Fort Pierce. $8 per person. (866) 866-4 722, 
ext. 7880 . 

....,,=,,,..,..~ (,772) 567-2201 . . ,• .. s.,,'~6~;''1),- ., i'.,.,. """ : . ~-cc:,, " " ,,s-c··c·'=",cz-_ , . ~i S>, --;;;,;,:,;,,::-,•c2 ,\!;~FL:"i?>i;l,?f,iif, 

J 
V. ~- l(ivcrsidc 11111kJ\1111lkll Chrnily 

~. 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

r·-, ( )) 5f ' .;t~ '· .. une. · 1 71hJ\J11111alJ\lu11111i ( ,olf 'lournalllCIII 
& F1ic11ds Golf ·1oul1lillllCIII To benefit the Exchange CluH CASTLE. 
To benefit the Indian River 7:30 a. rn. Gator Trace Goll & Country 
Community Co~ation. Club, Fm! Pierce. $75 per player. 

3 4 5 6 ri,;j:) ~) f.§1 
'i4.:....,:· \.,.,,_; 

10 11 12 13 .14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 (772) 467-2075, ext. 62406 ·~7 ~ -.~ :,, -:,,. '.· 8 .,· . , " ·,,;,. •, -g· ~ ,.,,~ . .,,,-,,-~-~-,~~-

Cap1ai11s' Mcai11~ for 1he S111i11e Ouh of St Lucic Pilix Club of loll Pierce's "I rn1d or Sm" Stuall ra111ily 

"I aml or Sea" IU;cr l{u11 Coullly Fumlraiscr To benefit J\n11ual Golf' lou111rn11CIII I Llll l)0:71 IU;cr i(u11 
To benefit the Martin CountyArtilicial Shriner's Children's hospitals. To benefit scholarships and Project To benefit the Martin County 
Reef 11rogram and the Stuart Sea Fort Pierce Walrnarl, featuring Lifesaver. Gator Trace Country Club, Artificial Reef program and the 
Scouts. 6 p.rn. Finz Waterfront Grille, the Sirrine Circus Clowns. Fort Pierce. $75 per player. Stuart Sea Scouts. 11 a.rn. $110 per 

"""'_'771"''.;'~;o I m21n,,"-" . ,. . -'!l."'"~" - ·. - . ":'j,()""~''.~ , . 

J l 
2ml J\11mkll lJrni K. Richardso11 

SUN MOH lUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

, 1Ul ,, ;· I llllllclni1rnirn1 l~lllljllCI 
f ; '. ' To benefit the Gilford Youth Activity 
'. ' r<. , J'' Center. 6 p.rn. Waxlax Center for !lie Aris 
} , ~: ~ f at St. Edwards Upper School. Vero Beach. 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
.-::·•·~ 

15 16 17 18 19 ~Q 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 -----------·- ·: ___________ ., .... _ 

$1 25 per person or $200 per couple. 
(772) 794-I005, ext. 21. 

211d J\11111 ~11 Dai1 K. l(irhanlso11 
Coif · 1in11mu11r111 
To benefit the Gifford Youth Activity 
Center. 7 a.rn . Sandr idge Golf Club, 
Vero Beach. $IO0 per golfer. (772) 
794-I005, ext: 21. 
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IRCC UPDATE 
trlb4>1e._ 

Information session f oc11ses on 
training in robotics, photonics 

Are you ready for a 
nigh-paying high-tech career'/ 
Anyone interested in a tech
noloi,,y-based career is invited 
to the Indian River Communi
ty College Emerging Technolo
gies Information Session. 
Learri about training options 
in Robotics and Photonics, 
Digital Media, Power Plant 
Technology and Cyber Securi
ty Wednesday at the Kight 
Center for Emerging Technolo
gies, located at the Indian Riv
er Community College Main 
Campus in Fort Pierce off Vir
ginia Avenue and 35th Street. 
The presentation will begin at 
6:30 p.m., followed by the op
portunity to learn about specif
ic areas of interest. 

Students can sign up for in
stitutes in each of these fields, 
with the opportunity to pro
ceed through the semester on 
Monday through Thursday 
m'ornings, taking less than two 
years to earn an Associate in 
Science degree, and getting 
ready for highly-skilled em
ployment. 

The Robotics and Photonics 
Institute focuses on the use of 
robots for multiple applica
tions, including biomedical re
.search, ocean and space explo
ration, food processing, home
land security and advanced 
manufacturing as well as the 
use of light in almost every in
dustry from laser eye surgery, 
to smart missiles, as well as fl-· 
ber optic cable for high speed 
Internet access and CD and 
DVD recording. 

Interested in •digital imag
ing, including video and 3-D 
animation? The Digital Media 
Institute will prepare you for a 
creative career in computer 
graphics, commercial arts and 
multimedia design. New this 
fall, the Cyber Security Insti
tute will build expertise in web 
security and development. Stu
dents will study the latest tech
nologies · related to e-com
merce, nehvorking, office ap• 
plications and programming. 
Technicians specializing irr 
these emerging technologies 
are.)11 . . Qs!tnand and :-hired .. at: 

salaries averaging $44,000. 
'!'he information session also 

will provide infonnation on 
the Power Plant Technology 
Institute offered through TRCC 
and Florida Power and Light. 
Participants gain real-world 
~xperience in paid summer in
ternships with FPL, and grad
uates can expect annual wages 
that exceed $50,000 a year. 

The institutes are held in 
the Kight Center for Emerging 
Technologies, a nationally rec
.ognized center for technology 
education, and are now accept
ing students for the fall. IR.CC 
also offers day and evening 
courses in a wide range of 
technologies at campuses 
throughout the Treasure 
Coast. 

For more inf01mation about 
courses and degrees in emerg
ing technologies, or informa
tion regarding the upcoming 
Emerging Technologies In

. formation Session, Call (866)· 
866-4722 or visit_www.ircc.edth 

SUMMER TECHNOLOGIES 
. ACADEMIES 

High school juniors and sen
iors can find out what it takes 
to prepare for some of the 
highest paying most exciting 
high technology careers 
through the IR.CC Summer 
Academy in Emerging Tech
nologies. During the four-day 
academy, students will spend 
one day with each discipliile, 
including robotics, photonics/ 
·lasers, digital media and cyber 
security. 

Students can choose the 
academy week that is best for 
them, with academies held 
from _July 9 through 12, July 16 
through 19, anrl July 23 
through 26. The fee is $GG for 
Florida residents. All sessions 
will be at the Kight Center for 
Emerging Technologies at the 
IR.CC Main• Campus, off 35th 
Str-eet and Virginia Av~nue in 
Fort Pierce. 

For more information, call 
the TRCC Information Call 
Center at (866) 8664722 . 

Compiled by mcc staff 
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Members of the steering committee responsible for bringing Crisis Intervention Training to the 
Treasure Coast participate in the graduation ceremonies. F1om left: (front) Sgt. Theresa Beath, 
Susan Barnard, (back) Lt. Stephanie Wile, Lt. Robert Ridel, Chief Deputy Garry Wilson, Chief Sean 
Baldwin, Capt. Don Kryak and Maj. Patrick Tighe 

Treasu1·e Coast officers co1nplete 
Crisis lntel'vention Training 

A graduation ceremony 
was held recently at the 
Indian River Community 
College Kight Center in 
Furl Pierce to honor 24 law
enforcement officers who 
had completed an intensive 
course, Crisis Intervention 
·n·aining. 

This was the second 
cl;1ss to complete the 40-
hour I raining program , 
which leaches officers how 
lo respond lo individuals 
in a mental-health crisis. 
The '1\-easure Coast now 
has GO officers trained 
to handle mental-health 
e111crge11cies. 

"It takes a special kind 

INDIAN RIVER 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

of officer to deal with 
these intense situations," 
said fort Pierce Police 
Chief Sean Baldwin. 
"Every day, our officers a;.e 
in dangerous silualiuns, 
and m,r 1:oal is lo have a 
peaceful resofnlion. " 

Snsan Barnard, division 
director of New Horizons, 
led I he effort lo bring the 
training lo the ·n·e:1s11re 
Coast. The training has 
been a community-wide 

collaboral ion of New 
Horizons, local law
enforcement agencies and 
mental-health groups. 

During training, 
officers learn about 
mental illness in adults 
and children; symptoms, 
medical ions and side 
effects; the social stigma: 
and legal issues. They 
take lours of mcntal-heallh 
1111ils ancl lc:1rn ahoul 
suicide awarencgs ancl 
intervenlion techniques. 

Law-enforcen1e11l 
agencies from four 
jurisdictions participated 

Please see TRAINING, 11 

■ pJ\U,I t;!,eftz:.ll ~ -!,,·:ZI-~ 

Off 1cers learn how to respon~ 
to those in mental-health crisis 

TRAINING from 10 

in the training. Graduates 
from the Furl Pierce Police 
Department include Officers 
James Aikens, Joshua Buday, 
'Jhryn Doukas and Marlin Ori iz. 

Representing the Port SL Lucie 
Police Depart menl were Officers 
David Uullcrwurlh. Richard 
Gi:,connc. RC'bl'cca Hohcnbcrg, 
Trevor Hori on, Ri1sscll Jackson, 
Calvin King and Joe Norkus. 

Enza /\bbale and Debra 
Lapham oft he new 'll·easu re 
Coast forensic 'll·ealmcut Center 
also compleled the training. 

The St. Lucie Cou11ty Sheriff's 
Office was represented by Sgt. 
'froy Church and Depul ies 
Mildred Brow11. Jose Estrada, 
William Hedges, Michelle 
I Iernande7, Justin Jackso11. 
Timothy Jones, Efrem Neal, 
Donald Palfrey, Leah Stephens 
and !Gmbcrly Tipton. 

Fort Pie, ce Police Chief Sean Baldwin and Judge Cynthia 
Cox were speakers for the Crisis Intervention Training 
graduation. 
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IHCC to graduate · 
another record class 

.f-.f~7 ~ftt4rf-=,tlt)$ 
Sunday at Tradition Field. Stu
dents are advised to monitor 
WQCS 88.9 FM or www.ircc.e-

On Saturday, Indian River 
Community College will con
duct its ,15th comn'iencement 
ceremony with the largest 
graduating class in history. 

During the 2006-07 school 
year, 1,396 students earned an 
associate's degree from IRCC. 
With an increase of G7 gradu
ates over last year, · the 2007 
graduating class marks the 
fifth consecutive year ofrecord 
class sizes. 

The college will award Asso
ciate in Arts, Associate in Sci
ence and Associate in Applied 
. Science degrees at the com
mencement ceremony at 9 a.m. 
at Tradition Field in Port St. 
Lucie. 

Dming the ceremony, 80 
outstanding graduates' will re
ceive transfer scholarships to
talli1g more than $240,000 to 
continue their education at up
per,clivision universities. 

The comniencement speaker 
will be Dr. Richard A. Hough
ton, president of Torrey Pines 
Institute for Molecular Stud
ies. 

The rain dale for the IRCC 
ceremony will ·be at . 1 p.m: 

du, or to call (866) 8664722 in 
case of rain. 

IRCC graduates 
school's lal'gest 

cl~ss ever i"-11~7 . 
~ Ht e ff,AJ n 't/e~~ 
Indian River Communi-· 

.ty College, held its 45th 
commencement ceremo
ny May 5, at Trc1dition 
Field, with the largest 
graduating class in 
school history. 

During the 2006-2007 
school year, 1,396 stu
dents earned an associ
ate's degree from lHCC. 

With an increase of 67 
graduates over last .year, 
the 2007 graduating class 
marks the fifth conseci.I- . 
tive year of record class 
sizes. 

During . the · ceremony, 
80 outstanding graduates 
received transfer schol
arships totaling more 
than $240,000 to contin
ue their education at 
universities. 
. The cori1mencement 

speaker was Dr. Richatd 
A. Houghton, president 
of Torrey Pines Institute. 
for Molecular Studies. 
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TREASURE COAST -,;.:bime..... 
Dual-admission s-:z..s-()J 
offered for gi;aduales 

Indian River Community 
College and Florida Institute of 
11'eclmology offer a dual-admis
sion program to help Florid.a 
high school graduates pursue 
an associate in . arts degree 
from IRCC followed by a bach
elor's degi;ee at Florida Tech's 
Melbourne campus. 

Graduates of the IRCC pro- · 
gi·am will be awarded the 
$4,000 grant, equivalent to the · 
cost of the associate's degi·ee 
program; $2,000 . will be dis
bursed in each of the· junior 
and senior years at · Florida . 
Tech. Students in the IRCC-F
lorida Tech Connection pro
gi·ain are also eligible for other 
financial assistance. 

Applicants should complete 
the full-time w1dergi·aduate ap
plication for Florida Tech be
fore . earning 30 credits at 
IRCC. ' 

For more information, call · 
the IRCC-Florida Tech Corinec~ 
tion Coordinator at Florida · 
Tech. 
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IRCC, Florida Tech · 
offers dual admission 

Indian River Community 
Coli1-:g:e,;:ihd Florida Inshfute of 
Technology will · introduce a 
dual-admission program to 
help Florida high school grad
uates pursue an Associate in 
Arts degree from IRCC, fol
lowed by a bachelor's degree at 
Florida .Tech's Melbourne 
campus.· 

Students will benefit from 
the academic support and rea
sonable cost of attending IRCC 
for their first freshman and . 
sophomore years, and a seam
less transfer to Florida Tech 
for upper-division studies with 
a' scholarship grant. Graduates 
of the IRCC program will be 
awarded the $4,000 · grant, 
equivalent to the cost of the 
AA degree program. $2,000 will 
be disbur~ed in each of the 
junior and · senior years at 
Florida Tech. Students in the · 
IRCC-Florida Tech Connection 
program are also eligible · for 
other financial assistance. 

Applicants should complete 
. the full-time undergraduate ap

plication for Florida Tech be
fore earning 30 credits at 
IRCC. For more information, 
call the IRCC-Florida Tech 
Connection Coordinator · at 

· Florida Tech at 1-(800) 888-4348 
or the IRCC Information Call 
Center at (866) 866-4722. 
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Earn a four-:ycar 
degree at IHCC 

With the . introductimi of 
niile bachelor's degree pro
grams by Indian River Con1-
munity College1 Treasure 
Coast residents have new op
portunities to earn a four-year 
degree close-to-home in mil's- ; 
ing, education, organizational 
management, public safety ad- · 
ministration and health c.are 

6 p.m. June 12-14 at the follow
ing locations: 

• June 14: St. Lucie West 
Campus, Port St. Lucie, 
Schreiber Conference Center, 
500 N. W. California.Blvd. management. · 

IRCC bachelor's degree 
courses will begin -January 
2008, and students can get a 
head start now by earning gen
eral education credits during 
the 2007 sununer and fall se
mesters. 

• Jw1e 12: Main · Campus, · 
Fort Pierce, Kight Center for 
Emerging Technologies, Room 
VllO. 

• June 14: Muelle1; Campus, 
Vero Beach, Richardson Cen
ter, 6155 College Lane. · • June 13: Ch~stain Campus, 

Stuart, Wolf High-Technology 
Center/ Johnson Auditori(un, 
2400 S.E. Salerno Road. 

T11ition will be about $79 per 
credit for F1orida residents, 
about a third less than the per 
credit cost at Florida public 
universities. IRCC will conduct bachelor's 

degree infonnation sessions at 

• June 13: Dixon- Hendry 
Campus, B-111, 2229 N. W. 
Ninth Ave., Okeechobee. 

/JSLNe--w~ S""/II/D7 
JUPITER .J, ~ /Vet,.)~ 
:More schools ponder 
four-yem· . degrees 

Conmiunity colleges in Broward 
and Palm Beach cow1ties may 
soon become the latest two-year 
schools in the state to offer four
year bachelor's degrees. · 

Tmstees at Palm Beach Commu
nity C9llege are exploring whether 
to offer a bachelor's degree in or
ganizational management. 

Broward Commwlity College is 
considering fow·-year degrees in 
teaching and possibly nursing, in
terim President . Willis Holcombe 

· said. State law allows community 
· colleges to offer four-yeaf pro
grams in high-demand fields. At 
least half a dozen community col
leges in F1orida offer or plan to of
fer four-year degrees, including 
Miami Dade College and. Indian 
River Community College. 

1r/i,11nt,r /JS'- /Jews s-/1.<1/e;:. 
IRCC program helps . 
sl11dcnts get bachelor's 
· Indian River Com1mm~ 
College and Florida Institute of 
Technology. offer a dual-admis
sion program .to help F1orida 
high school graduates pm-sue 
an associate in arts · degree 
from IRCC followed by a bach
elor's degree at Florida Tech's 
Melbourne campus. 

Graduates of the IRCC pro
gram will · be awarded the 
$4'.ooo grant, equivalent to the 
cost of the AA degree progran1; 
$2,000 . will be disbursed in 
each of the jw1i01~ and senior 
years at Florida . Tech. Stu
dents in the IRCC-Florida Tech 
Connection program are also 
eligible for other financial as-
sistance. · 

Applicants should complete 
the full-time undergraduate ap
plication for F1oricla Tech be
fore eaniing 30 credits at . 
IRCC. . 

For more informati011, call • 
the IRCC-Florida Tech Connec
tion Coordinator at Florida 
Tech. 



C 

r ,'J,1,01 ,e ,-r., -,:17 

Nursing program available 
. on the T:reasure Coast 

Nursing ~ a. well-paid and While employed, they•: apply 
growing field. ·And n111Ses are to .. a ri111Sing program. • Em
among the· most in-<lemand .,_ ployed in a related field, you my 
workers on the Treasure Coast be -able· to .earn preferred 

These jobs require,)ess than a plac~ment_ into ·a •nursin~ pro-
four-year diploma yet graduates. gram. .. . . 
make as much as in many fields , Arid, if the, nur,,ing program. 
that ~ :a bachelor's •d~ accepts your earlier heaith care 
gree. classes for transfer, it could re- · 
. Nursing programs . on the duce the time you'll spend in 
Treasure Coast · can help · you the nursing program. · 
get into the n111S\ng field ,as a Ii: Plus;. an ei]lployer who-needs 
censed practical'nurse or-regis:- nurses will often reimburse 
terediiurse. . some or ,all .of-your costs for 

· The program ·to beccinie a Ji'. .. school. They may even offer 
censed practicai' nurse:· takes . you: a well-paid n111Sing• posi
less than one year. On the Trea~ tion. 
sure Coast; classes ·are offered : Bu~ remember, there are no 
. at Indian· River Conimunitv Col: guarantees. Even with other 
lege (IRCC) and at MedVance medical certifications,· you 
'institute. . · . . . could fail to gain admittance to 

To become. a registered; a n111Sing .program. So be· sure 
nurse,' a perspn -must complete and investigate your plans with 
at least two years· of college and .the n111Sing. school TI1ey will 
earn an ·associate's .' degree in explain their. policies and ad
nursing. IRCC offers. a register- mis.5i\m criteria. 
ed nurse degree 'on the Trea- Allied. health programs are 

· sure Coast · · . offered by IRCC, Keiser. Univer-
Upon .• graduation,-:. nurses sity and Mec!Vance Institute. In 

must pass-a Iicensing•exam to addition, Martin Mem·orial 
be ·eligible · to practice nUISing. Health Systems have begun to. 
They must ·also earn additional : train entry-level· health care 
educational credits vei," two · workers \m the job. ., 
years tp Jru!inal.in the license: " . · There may be· ·more pro-

Nursing classes - fill fast. grains. -Check with . a local . 
Nursing 'J)rograms have. been school or heaith care employer. 
turning away many more' stu- l, A bachelor's degree -may lie 
clents than are admitted. ... · .. i necessary for. highly-paid ad-

But. some • students . have • ·( ministrative positions'. On the 
found they 'can . earn money · 1 Treasure Coast, F1orida Atlan
while inmproving their·chances 'I tic University and IRCC offer 
of getting inf.o n111Sirig schciot , .. · \. the four-year n111Sing degrees. 

They sfart by, takin/f classes J' . And F1orida Atlantic. Univer
iri certified··nUISe assistant, pa- ·~sity offers graduate programs 
tient care ~clan, surgical· I for nurs~ at their: St Lucie 
technologist or ·other. : allied. )· West arid Jupiter. campuses. · . 
health care'classes :and _take a . l . A graduate_ degree _can' lead 

· job in ~tfield :'- . · ., (. · :(to careers in m~agement, ·re: 
., . :•· : 1 . ·"' :·:.. ., 

:, ... 

search, consulting, or clinical 
special lies. And . advanced de
grees· lead some n111Ses to be-
come teachers, leading the next 
generation of n111Sing students. 

· . Thinking of becoming a 
n111Se? There are a nun1ber of 
programs ' on the Treasure 
Coast And, .with some, you can 
earn while you learn and boost 
your chances of being admitted 
to orie of· th_ese fast-filling pro
grams. 

·Schools 

· ► Florida Atlantic Univer
sity: Bachelor's and graduate 
degrees and continuing educa
tion, joint Treasure Coast Cam-

. pus with IRCC, 500 N.W. Cail
fornia Blvd. in St. Lucie West, 
.(772) · 873-3300, ww\v.fau.edu/ 
northern/psi 

► Indian River Commwti
ty College: Alliiociate's de
grees, career certificates, adult 
and continuing education; cam-

. puses throughout ··· the - four 
counties. Main can1pus: 3209 
Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce (866) 
866-4722, www.irct;.edu 

► Keiser University: Bach
·eJor's, A,ssociate's and Master's 
degrees, Port St Lucie campus, 
10330 S. US I at Jennings Road 
in tl1e Marketplace Plaza, (772) 
398-9990, http:// 
www.keisercollege.edu/psl.htm 
· • ► MedVance Institute: _Al
lied healt11 diploma and associ
ate ·degree programs, · Stuart· 
campus, 851 S.E. Johnson Ave
nue, east of U.S. 1 and south of 
Kanner Hwy., (772) 221-9799, 
(866) 86--GO-MED, . W\VW.med-
vance.edlL • 
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Critical Care Unitis 'Beacon bo1md' 
TI1e staff of IRlvlH Critical Care 

Unit has a unique way of keeping 
themselves focused as well as let
ting •everyone know tl1ey are "Bea
con bound." A colorful mural by 
Heidi Ware, R.N., features a 
lighthouse serving as a "beacon" 
of inspiration for tl1e unit as well 
as a ray of hope for patients and 
visiting families. 

TI1e members of Critical Care 
are focused on attaining the 
AACN (American-Association of 
Critical Care Nurses) Beacon 
Award for Critical Care Excel
lence during 2006. Currently; there 
are only 19 Beacon units in the 
country. 

The award recognizes units for 
exhibiting the highest quality stan
dards in n111Se recruitment and re
tention, exceptional care of pa
tients, good patient outcomes, 
staff training, and healthy work 
environments. 

The CCU Leadership Council 
brainstormed to select tl1e light
house theme, said Randi Grav
lee, · R.N., Leadership Council 
chair. It was Gravelee's idea to 
have the theme presented in mu
ral form and she asked Ware to do 
the honors. 

PHOTO PROVlflED 
Critical Care Nurse Heidi Ware, R,N,, painted this mural In the 
IRMC Critical Care Unit. The lighthouse served as a 'beacon' of 
Inspiration for the unit as It prepared for scrutiny by the 
American Association of Critica1.:care Nurses (AACN). The AACN 
awarded the Unit with their Beacon Award, making them one of 
only 56 CCUs In the country t o receive the prestigious award. 

Ware, a nurse in Critical Care, 
began sketching tl1e wall during 
the days surrounding Hurricane 
Wilma. The opportunity to do 
something of tllis magnitude for 
her coworkers has been very emo
tional for her. 

"I've never done anything like 

this before. They tmsted me to do 
it and I didn't want to let anyone 
dmm," she said. 

"The mural is fantastic," Gra\·el
ee said. 'The comments have ail 
been positive and complimentary 
to Heidi from everyone who sees 
it." 

Lawnw_ood is in top 50 hospitals in nation 
Twenty-sLx HealthGrades mea

sures helped make La\mwood Re
gional Medical Center & Heart In
stitute one of tl1e top 50 hospitals 
in the nation. 

Healt11Grades' annual assess
ment of mortality and complica
tion rates analyzes the follmving 
procedures and diagnoses and 
then risk-adjusts tl1e dal4 to ac
count for differences in patient 
populations among hospitals: 
► Atrial Fibrillation 
► Back and Neck Surgery (Spinal 
Fusion) 

► Back and Neck Surgery (ex
cept Spinal Fusion) 
► Bowel Obstruction 
► Carotid Endarterectomy 

- ► Cholecystectomy 
► Chronic Obstructive Pulmo-

. nary Disease (COPD) . 
► Community Acquired Pneun10-
nia 
► Coronary Bypass Surgery 
► Coronary Interventional Proce
dures · 

· ► Diabetic Acidosis and Coma 
► Gastrointestinal Bleed 
► Heart Attack 

► Heart Failure 
► Hip Fracture Repair 
► Pancreatitis 
► Partial Hip Replacement 
► Peripheral Vascular Bypass 
. ► Prostatectomy 
► Pulmonary Embolism 
► Resection/Replacement of Ab
dominal Aorta 
► Sepsis 
► Stroke 
► Total Hip Replacement 
► Total Knee Replacement 
► Valve Replacement Surgery 

Source: HealthGrades-ll'eb site 
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National Nurses 
Week begins today 

According to a 2006 CNN/USA 
Today/Gallup Poll, nurses rank at 
the top of the list of 23 occupa
tions for their integrity. 
Eighty-four percent of Americans 
rate nmses "high" or "ve1y high" 
for their standards of 
honesty and ethics. ~ +· _. 
Nt\Trl®fN~[!_ 
y t ~ f .,,_ 'r..J ;.~ ... ad·~ !J -~J 1?..H.i:::• 

"Nmsing: A Profession and a 
Passion" is this year's tl1eme for 
National Nurses Week. TI1e week 
officially begins today, May 6, and 
ends on May 12, Florence Nightin
gale's birtl1day. 

Organizations from around the · 
country will be celebrating nurses, 
some of our 1nost versatile and 
valuable health-care providers. 

St. Lucie Medical Center will 
celebrate day and night for six 
days, followed by Hospital Week 
celebrations the following week, 
said Nancy · Hilton, chief nursing 
officer. 

They are planning a nurse pam
pe1ing clay, among other celebra
tions, she said. Twenty organiza
tions including spas will come in 
to give nurses free facials, mani
cures, pedicures, massages . and 
otl1er delights. · . 

"On Thursday, Indian River 
Conm1tmity College and Florkla 

Atlantic Umve1s1t.y will be coming 
in l.o talk to muses about training 
for advancement," she said. "Arni 
to talk with patient care associ
ates and other healtl1-care staff 
about going into the nwsing 
field.". 

Lawnwood Regional Medical 
Center & Heart Institute is also 
plamtlng two weeks of celebra
tions The filst week is to recog-

nize nurses and, tl1e following 
week, will be dedicated to the en
tire staff, said Tina Ankeny, RN, 
professional recmiter. 

"This is a ve1y exciting time for 
us to celebrate Nurses and Hospi

tal Week as Lawnwood Re
gional Medical Center & 
Heart Institute was named 

one of 'America's Best 50 Hospi
tals' by I-Iealtl1Grades tltls year," 
said Ankeny. 

"Altl1ough most of our activities 
are a suqJtise, they include a kick
off birthday party for Florence 
Nightingale," she added. 

Dming the party, Chaplain 
l'vlike Rmnble will perfonn a bless
ing of tl1e nmse's hands, Ankeny 
said. "And tl1e entire event will 
end with 'Lawnwood Idol,' our 
own ve1sion of Ame1ican Idol, to 
have ftm a11d allow staff to display 
their talents other than health
care," said Ankeny. 

Treasure Coast Hospices, VNA 
of the TreasLu-e Coast and many 
otl1er health care brgaitlzations 
,vill be giving awai·ds to top 
nmses. 

So will Maitin Memmial. Health 
Systems, said Scott San1ples, 
spokesman. "Each May we have 
om· Nmse Excellence Awai·ds," he 
said. "Twenty nmses from our 
health system are chosen by I.heir 
peers in recognition for tl1e work 
they do." 

Of cotuse all muses dese1ve · 
recog1tltion, dming Nmses Week 
and every day of every week. 

See NURSES, page F7 
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So join the celebration and · 
thank a nurse. 

Nursing 
It's an exciting time to be a 

nurse, said Brian wlelear, chief 
nursing officer at Raulerson Hos
pital in Okeechobee. "There's op
portunity all around." 

Technology improvements,. 
growth and growing nursing speci
alties, educational opportunities 
and employment opportunities 
are everywhere, he said. 

Hospitals, pharmaceutical com
panies, health departments,. col
leges and universities, labs and 

other organizations are constantly 
looking for nursing talent, he said. 

TI1ere is a shonage of muses, 
he said. TI1ere are more job open
ings than people to fill them. 

And, on the job, nurses are find
ing more room for advancement. 

Many organizations offer tuition 
reimbwsement and on-site educa
tion to help nwses earn special
ties and climb the ladder to higher 
pay grades. 

"Staff training is really sn-ong in 
our wlit and hospital wide," said 
Randi Gravlee, R.N., CCU Leader
ship Council chair at Indian River 
Medical Center. "When we started 
the Hean U1lit this fall, we pro
vided over 100 hours (training) for 
each nurse." 

Because of the nurse sholtage, 
organizations are offe1ing nurses 

more options so they can retain 
their nursing staff. 

Hospitals, especially, have 
adopted career patl1 assistance 
like Sebastian River Medical Cen
ter's Clinicai Ladders program. 

St. Lucie Medical Center has a 
nurse-run professional develop
ment council, said Chief Nursing 
Officer Nancy Hilton, RN,MN. 
They've added a clinical nurse 
leader program, a master's degree 
parinership with F101ida -Atlantic 
University and a nurse-manager 
progran1 that is going to graduate 
three nurse managers by the end 
of the year. 

And, in addition to keeping 
nw-si.ng staff, organizations want 
to attract good nw-ses from all 
over t11e country. · 

St. Lucie Medical Center has a 

0 

good start. In 2002, it was one of 
only five hospitals in the countly 
named a Destination Nursing Hos
pital by Healthcare Advisory 
Board. 

And they are about half-way 
tlirough the two-year process of 
becoming a magnet hospital for 
nw-ses, said Hilton. 

Hilton, who traveled to Ala
banm recently to e:qilain tl1eir 
nursing model to about 15 hospi
tals, said nurses, who are on the 
front-line ,vit11 patients, also ex
pect to be a part of tl1e decision
m~g process as would any pro
f essional. 

"Our nursing staff has shared 
decision-making through four 
nursing COllllCils," she said. 

And their decisions pay off for 
the patients, said Hilton. Because 
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of the effo1is of one council, "inci
dents of ventilator-associated 
pnemnmlia for the last eight 
months dropped to zero," she 
said. "Tiiat's pretty phenomenal." 

Nurses don't always stay at the 
patient's bedside. 

Registered Nurse Marge Hun1-
plu·ey is director of quality man
agement at Lawnwood Regional 
:'rledical Center & Herut Instituie. 
"I'm a nw-se bv trade and I was 
teaclling nurs~g when I had the 
opportunity to n-ai.n for risk mm1-
agement in 1985." 

' I found iisk mru1agement and 
quality in1provement go hand-in
hand in practice,'.' she said, and 
she staned doing more quality 
conn-al work, eventually moving 
into qi1ality management. 

·'And I.love it; it's exciting," she 

said. "Even tl1ough I am not at the 
patients' bedside, I feel I have an 
impact on patient care." 

Or, like Hilton and Melear. 
nm-ses can work tl1ei.r way up to 
be chief mu-sing officet-s. 

"The trends in healthcare are 
going in a very positive direction ... 
said Meleru·. "Oppmi1U1ities a.re e1·
e1ywhere.'' 

"I would encmu-age anyone in 
the healtl1care field. and e,·en 
reade1-s who me not in d1e field 
cwTently, to look into becoming a 
nw-se," he said. 

"I love it," he said. 
"Now you want to kno11· the bad 

side'?" asked Colleen Dees, di.rec
tor of human resow·ces ar VNA.of 
the Treasure Coast. 

"111ere is no bad side,'' she 
laughed. 
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Lear11 about 1nedica1 services 
Learn about emergency 

medical services on the Trea
sure Coast at the Tuesday 
Open House at the Indian Riv
er Community College Main 
Campus in Fort Pierce. You 
can sign up for the one-semes
ter program right at the Open . 
House, which will meet at 4 
p.m. in room 114 in the Mary 
L. Fields Health Science Cen
ter, off Virginia Avenue and 
35th Street. 

There will be a mock crisis 
situation with student actors. · 
IRCC emergency medical tech
nology students will portray 
first responders and other stu
dents will explain the action. 

IRCC prepares EMT stu
dents to perform basic life sup-

· p01:t · skills, · including patient 
assess1;11e~t, opening · of ' air
ways, restoring breathing, con
trolling blood loss, treating vic
tims of 'shock, :immobilizing 
fractures and transporting pa
tients. 

EMT certification is the first 
step for building a career in 
emergency medical services. 
Students who are interested in 
entering_ the Fire Academy 
and the Paramedic progran1 
must hold EMT certification. 

The EMT application deadli
ne is Thursday for the June 
classes, and the Paramedic 
deadline for the Fall Semester 
is Tuesday. 

Compiled by IRCC 
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2007 Media Forum 
set for June 15 
Charting the course for effective 
public relations 

Navigate the waters of effective com
mmiication and chart a comse to suc
cessful public relations at the 2007 
FPRA Treasure Coast Media Forwn 
from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. on Friday, June 15, at 
the Kight Center for Emerging Technol
ogies on the Fort Pierce campus of 
IRCC. 
--:fo°i.n more than 200 public relations, . 
marketing, event planning, advertisillg, 
·fund.raising and nonprofit professionals 
for a day sure to provide the most in 
professional development. 

Kicking things off will be Rick Cald· 
well, dfrector of Cultmal Competency 
for Towards a More Perfect Union, a 
nonprofit orgat1ization that helps com
munities tmderstand and appreciate 
the racial and ethnic mix of society. 

Two sets of concmrent sessions will 
then provide workshops on managing 
media relationships, Weblogs, fund
raising and event planning, PR:101, and 
tips at1d techniques from experts in the 
specialty publications, new media, ra-

dio and print industries. 
Lunch will provide an opportunity to 

hear Dr. Honey Rai1d, APR/PRSA Fel
low and president of the Environmental · 
PR Group, present "Branding. Image. 
Corporate Identity. What does it all 
mean and can I mal(e it work for me?" 

FPRA was established in 1938 and is 
dedicated to deyeloping public relations 
practitioners, who,. through ethical and 
standardizeµ practices, enhance . the 
ijublic relations profession in Florida. 

Whether you're a novice cmmmmica
tions specialist or a seasoned pro, Me
dia Fonun 2007 will provide you with 
the tools to navigate successfully as a 
comnnmications expert. 

Cost for the fonm1 is $75 for mem
bers, $100 for non-members and $35 for 
students. The registration fee includes 
brealuc1st, lunch and a copy of the 2007 
Treasure Coast Media Directory. To 
register, go to www.fpratreasure
coast.com. 

FORT PIERCE /l'lblt~ 5•-J/,c;, 

Pll media fornm set for 
.June 15 at Kiifhl Center ,:, 

The Treasure Coast Chapter of 
the Florida Public Relations Asso
ciation will hold its aiurnal media 
forum on June 15 at U1e Kight Cen
ter for Emerging Technologies at 
Indian River Conummity College. 
~'he cost to attend the 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. session is $75 for association 
menibers, $100 foi: 116nmembers, 
and $35 for students. For infonna
tion, visit www.fpratreasure
coast.com. 
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Information session 
on Emerging J~-fJ7 
Technologies · · 
May30 

Are you ready for a 
high-paying hi-tech career? 

Graduating high school sen
iors and ~myoi1e interesled in 
a teclmology-based career are 
invited to the Ii1dian River .., 
ConunwliLy College Emerging 
Teclmologies Information Ses
sion. 

Learn about trn.illing op
tions in Robotics and Pho
tonics, Digital Media, Power 
Plant Teclmology and Cyber 
Secmity on Wednesday, May 
30 at 6:30 p.m. at the Kight 
Center for Eme1'gi11g Teclmol
ogies, located at the Indian 
River Community College 
Main Canipus iii Fort Pierce 
off Virgiltia Avenue and 35th 
Street. 

The presentation will begi11 
at 6:30 p.m., followed by the 
opportmtity to leam · about 
specific areas of i11terest. 

Teclutidans specializing m 
U1ese emerging teclmologies 
are in demand and hired at 
salaries averagil1g $44,000. 

The Infmmation Session 
will also provide itlforn1atio11 
on tl1e Power Phmt Technolo
gy Institute offered through 
IRCC and Florida Power and 
Light. Participants gain real
world experience in paid sum
mer it1temsltips witl1 FPL, and 
graduales can expect ammal 
wages tliat exceed $50,000 a 
year. 

Call 1-866-866-4722 or visit 
www.u-cc.edu. 

FORT PIERCE SflAMt N~~ 
S",17,0 7 

HlCC inlhrmation 
session is l\fay 30 

Graduating high school sen
iors and anyone interested in a 
technology-based career are in
vited to the Indian River Com
munity Colle e Emergmg 
Teclrnologies It brmation Ses
sion on· May 30. 

Participants can learn about · 
training options ii1 robotics 
and photonics, digital media, 
power plant technology and 
cyber security at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Kight Center for E111erg.i11g 
Technologies al ll1c Indian 

l~l~erCommu,-1ity Coll ege 
Mam Campus in l:i'ort Pierce 
olJ Virginia A venue and 35th 
Street. 

For more information, call 
(866) 866-4722 or visit www.irc
c.edu. 

FORT PIERCE -i;.,•b~x e.., 
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IRCC's seminar will 
discuss tech uu·eers 

Graduating high school sen
iors and anyone interested in a 
technology-based career are in
vited to the lian River Com
munity College Emergm 
Technologies Information Ses
sion. 

Learn about training options 
in robotics and pholonics, digi
tal media and power plant 
technology, ror example, at G:30 
p.m. on Wednesday at the 
Kight Center for Emerging 
Technologies on the Fort 
Pierce campus at Virginia 
A venue and 35th Street. For 
information, call (866) 866-4722 
or visit ircc.edu. 
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IRCC plans session 
on technologies 

Qraduating high school sen
iors and anyone interested in a 
technology-based career are in
vited to the Indian River Com-
1hunity College Emergmg 
Technologies Information Ses
sion on Wednesday. 

Participants can learn about 
. training options in robotics 
and photonics, digital media, 
power plant technology and 
cyber security at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Kight Center for Emerging 
Technologies at the Indian 
River Community College 
Main Can1pus in Fort Pierce 
off Virginia Avenue and 35th 
Street. 

For more information, call 
(866) 866-4722 or visit www.irc
c.edu. 

From staJI reports 
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Students learn about 
becoming firefighters 

7 , Y', Ji.1-1nr 'Ii--,., 7-P 
St. Lucie County Fire Dis

trict Explorer Post No. 448 is a 
small band of high school stu
dents interested in fire and 
emergency services. The post 
has been in existence for about 
eight years, but in recent years 
the group has grow"n to 17 peo
ple, with five more joining 
soon. 

The post meets twice a 
month at thg_ IRCGj'ire Acade
my. During their meetings, 
members learn the basics for 
both fire fighting and emergen
cy medical training. With new 
people joining throughout the 
year, senior members are re-

cruited to teach the new re
cruits. 

In addition, members are re
quired to complete a minimwn 
of 12 hours of Field Ride Time 
per month. This allows them 
to ride along with firefighters 
and experience what they do. 

The St. Lucie County Ex
plorers are part of the Gulf 
Stream Council, which in
cludes Palm Beach, Martin, St. 
Lucie, Okeechobee, • parts of 
both Glades and · Henry Coun
ties. There are 35 posts in the 
region attracting 970 members. 

To become ari Explorer you 
must: 

Be between the ages of 15-18, 
. or 14 and in the 9th grade; 

Have reliable t:ranspoFtation 
to the Explorer evehts; 

1 Be able to attend all explorer 
related events; 

Live in St. Lucie Cow1ty; 
Be able to peliorm physical 

activities (firefighting activi
ties); 

Be willing to work as a 
team; 

Have time to study for tests 
and pass successfully. 

In addition, students must 
carry at least a 2.0 grade point 
average, and they are required 
to bring a copy of their report 
card to the adviser. 

The Explorer's Post accepts 
contributions to offset the cost 
of travel to competitions. If 

you would like to contribute, 
or you are interested in join
ing the post, contact Eric Wrig
ht at ewright@slcfd.org. 
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Golf 

IRCC reaching out toturf pros 
If you ever thought about 

pursuing a career in golf 
course turf management. tl1en 
you might want to circle U1is 
date on your calendar. 

Indian River Communit¥ 
College 1s having an open 
house for students interested 
in its Golf Course Operations 
Institute on May 16 at 4:30 p.m. 
at the St. Lucie West Campus .. 

Participants will learn about 
available careers as golf comse 
superintendents, sports turf 
managers. and as turfgrass sci
ence professionals. 

Jan Beljan of Fazio Golf 
Comse Designers will be tl1e 
guest speal,er. In addition, two 
attendees will be awarded a tu
ition-free three-credit class in 
tl1e Golf Course Operations 
program at tl1e event. 

The St. Lucie West campus 
is at 500 N.W. California Blvd., 
near Tradition Field in Port 
St. Lucie. 

For more infonnation, call 
Michael Platt at (772) 336-62;!3 
or e-mail mplatt@ircc.edu. 

CHAMPION DEFENDS TITLE 
Jared Miller has won tl1e 

men's club championship at 
the Florida Club for the second 
consecutive year. Ivliller, 17, 
shot row1ds of 79 and 73 to re
tain his title by 10 strokes. 

A senior at South Fork High 
School, Miller will attend Flor
ida Atlantic University next 
fall and play on the school's 
golf team. 

HOLE-IN-ONE 
Rick Bennett shot a hole-in

one on tl1e 190:yard No. 16 hole 
on the Crane Creek Course at 
Martin Downs Cow1ty Club oh 
April 20, using a 2-rescue club. 

ALL IN THE FAMILY 
Malm that two holes-in-one 

for Mimi Holmes in the last 
five months. Holmes' latest 
came on the 103-yard No. 8 at 
the Martin Downs Crane 
Creek Course on April 20. She 
used a driver on t11at shot. 

She also had a hole-in-one at 
Martin Dovvns on Dec. 28. 

Not to be outdone, her hus
band, Don Bruce, recorded a 
hole-i11-one at Martin Downs 
on April 27. He aced the 
145-yard No. 11 on the Osprey 
Creek Comse. 

CHAMBER TOURNEY 
The Palm City Chamber of 

Commerce tournament will be 
May 11 at Marti11 Downs. Reg
istration will be at 11 a.m. with 
a shotgim start at noon. The 
entry fee is $125 per player. 

For information, call Caro
lyn Davis at (772) 286-8121. 

BOOSTER CLUB BENEFITS 
• The Treasure Coast High 

School Football Booster Club 
will have a tournament on Sat
m·day at The Samts i11 Port St. 
Lucie. There will be an 8:30 
a.m. shotgm1 staJi and the cost 
is $65 per player. 

For infonnation, call Ralph 
· Giaqui11to at (772) 878-0807 or 
Dan Octavi at (772) 215-2176. 

• The Westwood High School 
Football Booster Club is hav
ing a benefit golf tomnament 
on May 12 at Gator Trace in 
Foti Pierce. 

It will be a two-person 
scramble with a $75 per person 
entry fee. Registration begins 
at 7:30 a.m. with a continental 
breakfast. Golf begins at 8:30 
and lunch will be served after
ward. 

For more information, call 
Kevin McMahon (772) 468-5461, 
Dan Oski.ng (772) 971_-4696, Tom 
Siplin (772) 480-4043 or Mark 
Biss (772) 468-5415. 

DARE TOURNAMENT 
The Florida Dare Officers 

Association and Florida Asso
ciation of School Resource Of
ficers tournament is set for 
May 19 at Gator Trace. 

This is a four-person scram
ble witl1 an 8 a.m. shotgm1 
staJi. 'l11e entry fee is $75 per 
person or $250 per team with 
proceeds going to scholarship 
programs. 

For information or to regis
ter, call Larry Striplmg at (561) 
722-1545 or Kevm Striplmg at 
(561) 248-3607. 

Bill Hilbig writes about the Treasure 
Coast golf scene on Thursday. He can 
reached at (772) 221-4203 or 
bill.hilbig@scripps.com. 
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New prog1~runs begi1nting 
s0011 at St. Lucie West 

Indian River Community 
College students are hndmg 

. · success is par for the course 
as they prepare for new ca
reers in golf course opera
tions and work toward com
pleting their . training and ed
ucation in the Golf Course 
Operations Institute located 
at the IRCC St. Lucie West 
campus. 

To learn more about the 
Golf Course Operations Insti
tute and related courses, in
terested individuals can at
tend a special Open House, 
Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. at the 
m.cc St. Lucie West Campus 
at 500 N.W. California Boule
vard near Tradition Field/ 
Mets Stadiw11 in Port St. Lu
d e. Participants will learn 
about available careers as 
golf _course superintendents, 
sports tun managers, and as 
turfgrass science profession: 
als. Jan Beljan, ASGCA from 
Fazio Golf Course Designers, 
will be the special guest 

spealrnr. In addition, two at-
. tendees will be awarded a tui

tion free three-credit class in 
the Golf Course Operations 
Program at the event. 

Stan Mrozek, a s\nall-busi
ness owner, operates a lawn 
maintenance service while at
tending the Golf Course Oper
ations Institute at IRCC. 
Owning and operating a busi
ness while attending school 
full-time can prove challeng
ing, but he feels it is well 
worth the work to.receive the 
specialized training the Insti
tute provides, and according 
to Mrozek, " It is never too 
late to get more education." 

For more information , 
contact Michael Platt at (772) 
336-6233 or by e-mail mplat
t@ircc.edu. Call the IRCC In
formation Call Center toll 
free at (866) 866-4722 or online 

. at www.ircc.com. · 

Compiled by IRCC 
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5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, Harry and the Na
tives, $5, RSVP dianemckeclmie@bel
lsoulil, (772) 214-0921. 
Golf Course Operations Institute: 
open house 4:30 p.111. Wednesday at 
IRCC's St. Lucie West Campus, 500 N.W. 
'C'alirornia Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Learn 
about the golf institute's and courses. 
Contact Michael Platt at (772) 336-6233 
pr 111platt@ircc.edu. 
WestFest: Music by Riverdawgs 5-9 
p.m. Friday at Town ofTradition, Port St. 
Lucie. Free. 
Martjn County Genealogical Socie
ty: Meeting, 1-3 p.m. Friday, Blake u: 
brary, 2351 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart. 
Following a short business meeting, mem
bers will break up into small special inter
est groups. Free and open to the public. 
(772) 229-8486. 
Luncheon Meeting: Friday, social 



0 

(J 

.>'/-k.ar.t Af,!,,v-5, - l!3k5. JDJUAo>-/-f7.)L tfl~> .r/14/4 7--

IRCC l1elps students get iI1to 
swiI1g of golf course operatio11s 
BY MICHAEL PLATT 
BJ guest columnist 

Indian River Commrmity College is 
preparing students for careers m golf 
course operations through its Golf 
Course Operations Institute at the St. 
L"ucie West Carnpus. 

Students can improve job opportuni
ties in one of the fastest-growing job 
markets on the TreaslU'e Co"ast. The 
program prepares them for employ
ment and licensure in the areas of: 
landscape design and maintenance; in
stallation, design and maintenance of 
irrigation systems; and the application 

· and calibration of pesticides for pest 
prevention. 

Among the courses are: Golf Course 
Organization and Adniinistration; 
TUiigrass for Golf and Landscaping; 
and Integrated Pest Management for 
Golf Courses. 

Through the institute, students re
ceive two days each week of instruction 
in the classroom and on ffiCC's sL'<-hole 
golf coUI·se laboratory at the St. Lucie 
Wes.t campus. 

Tlu-ee days a week, students intern at 
area golf courses where they apply 
what they learn and get real-world ex
perience. 

Stan Mrozek, a small-business owner, 
operates a lawn maintenance service 
while attending the institute. After 15 
years rUimi.ng his business, he · is look
ing forward to pm·sing a job in a career 
field that is m1ique and in demand. 

Running a company while attending 

school full time can prove challenging, 
but he values the specialized training at 
the institute. 

"It is never too late to get more edu
cation," Mrozek said. 

Rick Hill worked for the F1orida De
partment of Corrections for 30 years, 
most recently in the 19tl1 Judicial Cir
cuit, which serves the TreasLu-e Coast. 
When he retired in 2006, Hill began to 
look for new career options offering "a 
change of pace." 

After considering options for a sec
ond career, and looking at the available 
career choices, Hill enrolled in the in
stitute. 

"There is no place l'd ratlier be tlian 
on tl1e golf course," he said. 

Hill is looking forward to seeking 
full-time employment as a golf course 
superintendent after completing the 
program and spending some tin1e as an 
assistant superintendent. Hill is excited 
by the prospects of a career field tl1at 
has opportm1ities both locally and na
tionwide. 

Mrozek and Hill value the on-the-job 
training tlu·ough tl1e institute. 

"What is taught in tl1e classroom is 
hands-on a.t tl1e golf coUI·se," Mrozek 
said. 

For more information on the pro
gram, call (772) 336-6233 or e-mail mplat
t@ircc.edu. 

Michael Platt is director of the lnclian River 
Comniunily College Golf Course Operations 
and Landscape Technology Program. 
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IRCC golf course institute 
open house is vVe(h1esday 

Ill.CG golfing institute's 
open house Wednesday 

Golf Cotu-se Operations Institute 
at Indian River Community Col
lege's St. Lucie West Campus, 500 
N.W. California Blvd., will host an 
open house Wednes~lay at 4:30 p.m. 

Golf Comse Operations Institute 
at Indian River Community Col
lege's St. Lucie West CamptW, 500 
N.W. California Blvd., will host an 
open house 4:30 p.m. on Wednes
day. Participants will · learn about 
available careers' as '·golf COUl'Se su
perintendents, sports turf manag
ers, and as turf-grass science pros. 
For information, call (772) 336-6233 
or e-mail mplatt@ircc.edu. 

Participants . will learn about 
available careers as golf com·se su
perintendents, sports tm·f manag
ers, and as turf-grass science pros. 
For information, call (772) 336-6233 
or e-mail mplatt@i.rcc.edu. 

""s,1.., ~~.vs 
IHCC open house s-,,~~7 
at golf institute 

An open house is planned at 
4:30 p.m. Wednesday at wdi~ 
River C01mnw1ity Co ege's 
Goll Com·se Operations Insti
tute. 

The institute is at IRCC's St. 
Lucie West Campus, 500 N.W. 
California Blvd., near Tradi
tion Field/Mets Stadiwn. 

Participants will learn about 
available careers as golf course 
superintendents, sports htrf 
managers, and as tm·fgrass sci
ence professionals. Jan Beljan, 
from Fazio Golf Com·se De
signers, will be the special 
guest spealrnr. In addition, two 
attendees will be awarded a tu
ition-free 3-credit class in the 
Golf Course Operations Pro
gram at the event. 

For more information, con
tact Michael Platt at (772) 
336-623.:'I or mplatt@ircc.edu. 
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Operations open house s-~-~ 7 

Indian River Commwlity College students are 
discovenng success 1s par for the comse preparing 
for new careers in golf cotu:se operations at the 
Golf Course Operations Institute, located at the 
lRCC's St. Lucie West Campus, 500 N.W. California 
Blvd., near Tradition Field/Mets Stadium in Port 
St. Lucie. 

An open house will be at 4:30 p.m. May 16 about 
IRCC's Golf Course Operations Institute and reiat
ed comses. Participants will learn about available 
careers as golf comse superintendents, sports tw:f 
managers, and as hu-f-grass science professionals. 
Jan Beljan, from Fazio Golf Course Designers, will 
be the special guest spealrnr. In addition, two at
tendees will be awarded a tuition-free 3-credit class 
in the Golf Course Operations Program at the 
event. 

For more information, contact Michael Platt at 
(772) 336-6233 or mplatt@ircc.edu. 

IHCC golfing instil:tite 
plans open house May 16 

t'teyr.; -s~JIJ4,(f ~"'7 
Golf Course Operations Institute 

at I.!]dia.n River Commw1ity Col
Jg_ge's St. Lucie West Campus, 500 
N.W. California Blvd., will host an 
open house 4:30 p.m. on May 16. 

Participants will learn about 
available careers as golf course su
perintendents, sp01is tw:f · manag
ers, and as turf-grass science pros. 

For information, call (772) 
336-6233 or e-mail mplatt@ircc.edu. 
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Hub Business Roundup ~ ~~ 

Personnel Plus prepares 
students for the workforce 
BY DORIS BLAIR . 
Posted on YourHub.com . 

Personnel Plus business de
velopment · manager Sophie 
Sawicki and members of the 
Martin County Hmna·n Re
source Management Associ
ation (HRMA) recently joined 
for "Steps to Success 2007." 

The one-day conference 
helps high school sophomores 
and juniors prepare to enter 
the workforce. · 

"These students are re
markably motivated," said 
Sawicki, a member of HRMA · 
and a conference presenter. 

"They have clear goals and 
are eager to learn what they 
can do to strengthen their em
ployinent prospects and de
velop professional-caliber 
skills now." 

More than 130 students from 
Martin County, South Fork, 

Sawicki 

Jensen Beach · 
and Stuart 

· high schools 
and the Clark 
A d v a n ""c"'"e'ct 
Learning 
Center pai.tici
pated in the 
conference · at 
tl1e Susan H. 

Johnson Auditorimi.1 of the 
Indian River Community 
_College Chastain Campus m 
Stuai.·t. 

Seminars presented by local 
business leaders and human 
resource professionals covered 
topics from resmne writing 
and interviewing to cai.·eer 
planning and workplace etl1ics. 
This is the seventh yeai.· 
I-IRMA has hosted the Steps to 
Success program. 

Pers01mel Plus is an inde-

pendently owned staffing 
company · headquartered in 
Port St. Lucie with offices in 
Vero Beach and Palm Bay. The 
firm is known both for active 
commm1ity involvement and 
an exceptional level o( success 
in matching qualified em
ployees with prospective em
ployers. · 

Personnel Plus, Inc. is a cer
tified Womai.1/Minority owned 
business and is affiliated with 
the American Staffing Associ
ation, the Florida Staffing As
sociation, and TempNet, an as
sociation of owners of 
independent temporai.-y help 
services. 

Editor's Note: This siOIJ' has 
been edited for space. For the 
full story, log 011 lo Your
Hub.com. 
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p.111. Early Flelease Days for CALC 
classes. The Red Cross held their Honors 
Ceremony at the CALC mi April 27th. 

Congratulations to Juan nlos, Presi
dent of the CALC Red Cross Club, who 
received three award recognitions. We 
are proud of you! Career day is planned 
for May ·15th. Events include workslloIJs, a 
guest speaker, and Martin County busi
ness displays. All CALC students will have 
tile opportunity to speak with business 
partners about job openings and future 
careers. 

CALC students have been participating 
in a number of field trips. In Marcil, stu
dents visited the Everglades and rode in 
an airboat. A boat ride into the estuary, a 
trip to visil IRCC's Digital Media Expo, and 
Relay for Life were ertjoyed in April. Al 
the beginning of May, students toured 
Awareness Technology and visited lire 
Oxbow center to hear about careers.F
CAT Writes information has been pro
vided to your child' Parents will be able to 
go online to access their child's Reading 
and Math FCAT scores from the FCAT 
Parent Network. Al this password pro
tected website, parent/guardians will be 
able to view an electronic copy of ti re re
port identical to the report they will re
ceive in paper form. The website is: 
www.fcatpare11t11etwork.crnn 

The CALC is accepting incoming sopll· 
omore, junior, and senior applications for 
August, 2007. Please call 419-5750 for an 
application, rn· visit our website at 
www.clarkadva11cedlearni11gcenter.org. 
Apply Early!!! Spaces are limited!!! 

Seniors: Mandatory graduation prac
tice is May 18th at the Jensen Beach High 
Sclmol Performing Arts Center from 
12:30 p.rn. to 3:30 p.m. Graduation is 
scheduled for 10 a.rn. 011 May 19th at Jen
sen Beach High School. 

Web Announcement: Career day is 
planned for May 15th. Events include 
workshops, a guest speaker, and Martin 
County business displays. 
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Our graduation ceremony was May 19 
with a reception following ill the CALC. 
Co11grntulatirn1s and best of luck to our 
seniors. 

011 May 5, the following CAI.C seniors 
received !heir two-year associates of 
ans degrees at 111cc·s grarfuation cere
mony: Christine Mazzoran;,, r::1sey 
Martin, Lauren Marlin, Pati-ic 
Benda, l<atheri11e Paxso11, Ellyn 
1-fosbach and Thomas Sche11l1. 

.During an awards ceremony May 9, 
we were pleased to recognize Vicl1i Ua
vis, Manin County supervisor of elec
tions, Terry Mosley, Slale Fann Insur
ance, Ci11dy Brocl1, Toyota uf Sluart 
and Ruck's Delailing fur lheir conlribulion 
to our CALC career programs. We look 
forward to a11ol11er successful year be
ginning in August. 

Mitch Lowe was 11a11Ied Student of 
the Year for Character Counts. Joshua 
Chaga11I was recognized for his accorn
plislunents in video production. Bartelt 
Wiecel1 was selected for outstanding 
achievement in 3-D a11irnatio11. Stepha-
11le Moll11e was awnrded for her 
achievement in E11glisl1. LIiy Jo11es re
ceived recognition for outstanding schol
arship in rnathemalics. Ellyn llosbach 
was chosen for outstanding achievement 
in science. Thomas Schenk was 
awarded rur l1is achieve111enls in social 
studies. Many oilier seniors received 
scllolarship nolirications .. 

Thursday and Friday are 11:30 a.111. 
early release days for CALC classes. 

U11den;lassme11 rinal exams for high 
school classes will be given Monday and 
Tuesday with 111al<e-up exams Wednes
day . . 
. Yearbooks should be arriving shortly. 

Reserve yours today ror $70. 
Teclmo Camp will be July 16·20 for stu

dents who llave completed 9111 and 10111 
grmles. lliere is 110 ree, IJUl regislralicm 
is limited. Call Mrs. /\shabraner al 
(772) '1I9-57fi0 for more i11for111alio11. 

rcAr Writes inforn1alio11 has been pro
vided to your child. rron1 !he FCAT Par
ent Nelwbrl<. parents will be nble to view 
011li11e an eleclro11ic copy or Ille lleadirrg 
and Math FCAr scores idenlical to the 
paper report. The Web site is: www.fcat· 
pareI1trmlwork.co111. 

The CALC is accepling i11corni11g soph-
0111ore, junior and SP.11ior applications for 
August. Call (772) 419-5750 for an appli
cation, or visit www.clarkadva11cedlear
ni11gce11ler.org. Apply early. Spaces are 
limited. 

CU\lrn /\JJVANCED 
{' LEARNING CENTER 
Q On M,1y 5, llm rollowing CAI.C seniors 

received ll1eir lwo-year associates of 
~ arts degrees al~gracluation cere

mony: Christine Mazzorana, Casey 
~ Martin, Lauren Martin, Pat,·ic 

Benda, l(alherine Paxson, Ellyn·· 
~ ltosbach, ancl Thomas Schenll. 

':) These students have worked hard to 
-~ complete the requirnd dual enrollment 
~ classes in order to acl1ieve this honor. 

Very impressive! Our graduation cererno-
~ IIy was l1r.ld May l!J wilh a reception fol-
~ lowing al t11e CALC. Mc1y 2fi was the last 
~ .day for sludcnls. In the ran, scl1ool will 
.::S: begin /\ug. 20. 
~ Tom Schenll was selected for the 
1/) Pal:hrinder Awards 011 May ·1G. l·le 1'8 · 

ceivrxl second place in II Ir. 13usi11ess Cal· 
egory. La Tonia McColisl.er was 
I1rn11od Yo11L.11 of the Year by the Ooys 
and Gir·ls Club ror her po:.ilive allilucle. 
success in school, am! vuh 1111 ner· aclivi-
1 ies. 

!Jur i11g ;111 awc1rcls cr.rrn1I011y May H, we 
reeugnizcd Vii;l\i Davis, Marlin County 
s1Ipr1I·visor or eleclions. l erry Mosley, 
Slate F,1rn1 l11s11rnI1ce, Cindy Brocll, 
Toyol;J uf Slwirl. ar1rl llucl1's Detailing 
irJr their conlrillutirnr lo 011r CALC earner 
progra111s. Wr. loul1 forward to another 
successrul year beginning in August. 

Mitch LOWf! was llcllllfJd Sludent of 
tile Yr.ar for Chc1racter Counts. Joshua 
Chagani was recogI1izetl rur his accorn· 
plisl11ne11ls in Video Producticm. llartel1 
Wiecel1 was seleclecl ror oulstamling 
achievernenl in ,7,-IJ A11i11mlion. Stepha-
11ie Moline was awarded for her 
achievement in English. Lily Jones re
ceived recognition ror oulstamling schol
arship in Mall1eI11alics. Ellyn Hosbach 
was chosen for· outstamling acl1ievernent 
in Scirnrce. Thonws Schenll was 
awartlecl for his acl1ieve1nenls in Social 
Siurlies. Many other seniors received 
scholarship 1iotilicatio11s. · 

We lmve IJeen scheduling our upcom· 
i11gju11iors and seniors for· lheir fall 
classes. Slutlents will1out a scheclule will 
be asl<ecJ lo arrange an nppoi11t111e11t with 
Mrs. lloarl1. 

Yearbooks Im1y IJe pun;lrnsed rur $70 
rro111 Mrs. Guyton. 

lr!dllltl C;1111p will Im hdcl ,hrly IG·\!O 
ror :;t11L11iI1ls WI Ill havn 1:rn11plt!ltitl Dlh and 
10111 wade. lliern i$ 110 rr)<\ IJ11t registra
lion is li111il erl. C,111 Mrs. /\shabraner at 
(772) /4I'.Hi7!i0. 

FCAT Wrilr.s inror111alio11 lIas IJOen pro
vided lu yu11r c:l1ilcl. rr0111 llm r cAr Par· 
rnII Nelwtirk. p;1n:nl s will lie al.Jle lo view 
(Jlliillf) ;111 clr.clroI1ic; i:opy of IIJD llrn11lir1g 
ancl lvlall1 FC:AI scums itlrn1lical lo llm 
paper reporl. n Ir) Web sil e is: www.fcat
parn11l11elwu1kc:n111 
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Free adul( GED classes offered 

Indian Rivet Community College will be offering free adult basic 
educahorvGED and ,Enghsfi as a se~ond language classes at these 
locations: Dixon Hendry Center, 2229 N.W Niflth Ave., English as 
secohd language classes, Monday and Wednesday from 9 a.m. until 
noon, ·adult bc!$ic education/GED, Monday through Thursday from 8 
a.m. until 8:30 p.m. and Friday from 8 a.m. until 4 ·p.m.; Yearling 

. Middle School, 925, N.W. 23 Lane, English as a second language 
classes, Monday-Wednesday 5:30 until 8:30 p.m.; Everglades Ele
mentary, 3725 S.E. Eighth St., English as a second language classes, 
Tuesday and Thursday from 6 until 8 p.m. 

EDUCATION 5~"'$_~ 
Free ESL programs: fndian

1 Riv& 
. Communi Colle e offers day and eve-

1ng pro rams. (866) 866-4722 or 
visit www.ircc.edu. 
Homework help: Martin County Li
brary System offers Tutor.com for 
grades four through 12 from 3 to. 11 
p.m. every day and in Spanish from 3 
to 10 p.m. Sunday through Thursday. 
Visit www.library.martin.n.us. (772) 
221-1413: 
Individual training: Literacy train
ing and English-language instruction 
available through Martin County Liter
·acy Council, free private study ses
sions. For information, visit Blake Li· 
brary, 2351 S.E. Monterey Road, Stu
art. (772) 219-4960. 
English, GED, Adult Basic Edu
cation: Free classes offered by 
Martin County School District Voca- . 
· tional, Adult and Community Educa
tion Department and Indiantown Adult 
and Family Literacy program, 8:30 
a.m. to 9 p.m. weekdays. (772) 
597-3848. 
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CONNECTION 
FROM PAGE E2 

Port St. Lucie. $85. Ages 4-12. Enroll at 
cffusa.com or (77'2) 878 1151. 
Summer Art Camp: The "Studio ·at 
the Elliott" will offer Summer Art Cal)lp 
to youngsters aged 5-16 this summer 
beginniog Tuesday. The camps will be at 
two-week intervals from 9:30-1 p.m. for 
ages 5-9, and 2-5:30 p.m. ages 10-16. 
$350 per student, includes all supplies 
necessary for projects, daily snack and 
drink. Projects will include watercolor, 
acrylic and oil painting, charcoal and 
graphite drawing, chalk and oil pastels 
and clay sculpture. To register, call 
(772) 225-1961, ext. 107. · · 
Author Talk: Stuart mystery author 
Paul McElroy will chat with Summerville 
residents at 2 p.mTuesday at Summer
ville At·Jensen Beach, 1700 N.E Indian Riv- . 
er Drive, Jensen Beach. (772) 225-1355 
ext. 223.• 
FAU Martin County Alumni Recep
tion: 6 p.m. Tuesday, Monarch Country 
Club, 1801 S.W. Monarch Club Drive, Palm 
City. (772) 873-3340 or Boehning@fau.e-
du, . 
FREE CPR Course: For Parents and . 
Grandparents, 6-8:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
-Martin Memorial Medical Center, 300 
Hospital Ave. Stuart. To register, call 
(772) 878-3085. 

· Global Sustainability: 7:30 p.m: Tues
day, FAU's John D. MacArthur Campus, 
AD Auditorium, 5353 Parkside Drive, Jupi
ter. Andrew Revkin, New York Times re
porter and author, will lecture on "The 
Daily Planet: A Journalist's Search for 
Sustainability, from the Amazon to the 
Arctic." Free, open to public. RSVP at 
(561) 799-8462. 
Kirk Whipple, Marilyn Morales: Pia
nists open IRCC's Summer Sunset Series, 
8 p.m., Thursday7 Wynne Black Box The
atre, IRCC Main Campus, Fort Pierce. 
Benefit IRCC's Lifelong Learning Institute 
at IRCC. Refreshments: $8. (866) 

866-4722 ext. 7880. 
Martin County Library System's . 
2007 Florida Library Youth Pro
gram Kick-off Performances: June 
2. Magician Brent Gregory, 11 a.m. Blake 
Library, 2351 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart; 
Magician "The Amazing Mr. A" (Richard 
Adler), 11 a.m. Cummings Library, 2551 
S.W. Matheson Ave., Palm City, and 2 
p.m. Hoke Library, 1150 N.W. Jack Wil
liams Way, Jensen Beach; Puppeteer !3ob 
Nathanson, Puppets To Go, "The Last Di
nosaur," 2 p.m., Elisabeth Lahti Library, 
15200 S.E. Adams Ave., Indiantown; Magi
cian Robert Hermens, 11 a.m:; Robert 
Morgade Library, JBCC_!;liastain; Campus, 
5851 S.E. Community Drive, Stuart, and 2 
p.m., Hobe Sound Public Library, 10595 · 
S.E. Federal Highway, Hobe Sound. (772) 
221-1403 or wwwJibrary.martin.fl.us. 
Treasure Coast Superstars Twirl 
Team Camps: One week each at Vince 
Bocchino Community Center at Langford 
ParK in Jensen Beach. Sponsored by the 
Martin County Parks and Recreation De-
partment. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. June 25-29 or Ju- .' 
ly 30-Aug. 3 for girls 6-13. $96 residents; 
$105 non-Martin County residents. (772) 
334-1954 or Terri Zechiel (772) 485-8853. 
PosiPalooza!: Concert tour of ltoi Minis
tries 7 p.m. June 1, Unity Church of Mar-
tin County, 211 S.E. Central Parkway, Stu- · 
art. Featuring David Roth, Karen Taylor 
Good, Sue K-Riley and Richard Mekdeci. 
Tickets $15; $20 at door. (772) 286-3878. 

ST. LUCIE WEST ~ 
Joint-use library s.z1•07 

has new schedule 
The joint-use library on 

the Florida Atlantic Univer
sity and Indian River Com
munity Colle~e campuses m 
St. Lucie Wes are now open 
from 1 to 5 p.m. Stmdays. 

The library's other hotu-s 
are: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday; 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Friday; and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Saturday. 

The additional Sunday 
homs were initiated to en
hance library services for 
F AU and IRCC students, fac
ulty mid staff, as well as St. 
Lucie County Library Sys
tem patrons. 

This joint-use library is a 
model for partnership, with 
FAU, IRCC and £t. Lucie 
County operating in w1ison. 
The 12,500-square-foot facility 
features 22 computers with 
access to more than 300 re
search databases and a col
lection of more tl1an so,ooo· 
books. 

For more information, · call 
tl1e FAU Library Service 

. Desk at (772) 873-3309. 
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(l PUBLIC RELATIONS RECOGN.ITION 
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On behalf of the City of 
Port St. Lucie communica
tions department, Wayne 
Larson accepts an award 

from Dorothy Kamm of the 
Fiorida Public Relations 

Association. The city was 
recognized_ for its video 

public service announce
ment 'Lock It or Lose It' . 
· and 'Report to Citizens' 
newsletter during cere-

monies held Tuesday, May 
8 at the Schreiber Center in 

St. Lucie West's Indian 
River Community College , 

campus. 

Photo courtesy of . 
Amelia Rose Scherller 
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Give Treasure Coast starring role in film festival 
-,;,·bu" e.. 5- :z. -tJ7 

After watching some friends show
case themselves in a short film this 
weekend at the Blake Library in Stu
art, I started to wonder why there 
isn't a Treasure Coast film festival: 

You'd think such an endeavor 
would have beep undertaken years 
ago as a means to lure entertainment 
dollars. · · 

I understand it's tough to draw art 
to a region that has a limited number 
of venues for new music and where 
many art galleries are filled with pas
sive Florida landscapes. It doesn't 
help that the recent closing of the 
Palm City movie theater diminished 
the available screening locals for in
dependent fllms. 

Still, a film festival could attract 
cultural tourists or at the least pro
vide those of us who live here a 
chance to show off or watch locally 
made films. With all the creative peo-

. ple on the Treasure Coast, and the 
many more who consider ·themselves 
thus because they have digital camer
as and access to Web sites such as 
YouTube.com, there should be a siz
able pool of talent. 

. 
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' JIM TURNER 
BUSINESS 

Martin County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau Executive Director 
Terri Monaghan said the idea is on 
the region's radar screen for the next 
year. But she acknowledges its will 
take a considerable amount of work 
by volunteers a limited number of 
paid employees. 

The festival wouldn't have to be on 
the scale of Cannes, Tribeca or even 
the 12-year-old Palm Beach Interna
tional Film Festival. But it can be 
done. You could combine the efforts 
of the St. Lucie Film Society, a fledg
ling group with its inaugural event 
May 18 to promote indie and foreign 
films at the Historic Sunrise Theatre 
in downtown Fort Pierce, and what 
Martin County has done the past two 
years with its very low-key showcase 
of 10-minute films at the Blake. 

A Treasure Coast-wide brand 
would require sponsors to fund, ad

. vertise, and establish · awards: The 
Central Florida Film Festival has 
prizes of $300 for short films and 
$1,500 for feature competition. Cam
era equipment and software upgrades 
are also suitable carrots. 

The festival could be held over sev
eral nights at places such as the LyTic 
Theater, Tradition Town Hall, the 
Wynne Black Box Theatre at Indian 
River Communitv Colleg§i and the 
Al'AC Indian River 24 in Vero Beach 
(the only remaining cinema ori the 
Treasure Coast that shows indie 
films). 

Here's my auteur vision of the 
event: One night for student films. 
Another night to highlight a couple of 
major releases as far back as the si
lent era that were shot all or in part 
on the Treasure Coast. A third night 
for juried entries. , 

You could easily set up a panel on 
any of those nights with local film
makers or actors - as the St. Lucie 
Film Society is doing - to discuss 

0 

what the Treasure Coast needs to get 
itself further involved in becoming 
the backdrop for films, TV and com
mercials. 

Palm Beach County has estimated 
that its festival and film efforts add 
about $20 million a year in to the lo
cal economy. I wouldn't expect an 
amount anything near that level with 
a Treasure Coast. showcase. A few 
restaurants and bars might get busi
ness from attendees before and after 
the shows. The idea is to create inter
est in the mostly clean industry and 
see where it goes. · 

An Internet review of film festivals 
around the globe indicates that at
tendees, even those of smaller shows, 
tend to have affluent, well-educated 
backgrounds and refined tastes in 
film. The Treasure Coast has those 
demographics. The real question is 
whether people will embrace any
thing that is more than the cinematic 
equivalent of a Florida landscapes. 

Jim Turner can be reached at (7i2) 692-8901 
or jim.turner@scripps.com. 
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IRCC Fine Arts Depart1nent 
Prese11ts Everything In The Garden 

Keeping up with "the Joneses" 
quickly becomes the new obsession 
of Jenny and Richard whenJ.illlli!n 
River Community College OnStage 
presents Edward Albee 's Eve1ythi11g 
intheGardeHApril 18, 19,20,21 , 25, 
26, 27, 28 al 8 p.m. and April 21 at 2 
p.m. The one thing that seems lo 
stand in the way o r Jenny and 
Richard's true happiness is a lack or 
money yet their new neighbors seem 
lo have plenty of wealt.h. Enter the 
menacing yet fascinating Mrs. 
Toothe, who offers Jenny the perfect 
opportunity to make more money 
than ever imagined to buy a 
greenhouse·and all the other luxuries 
for their garden and for their lives. 

Richard quickly learns, however, that 
their recent upturn in wealth is the 
product of his wife ' s unsavory 
dealings. Action and comedy blend 
in this tale of rottenness and 
corruption of money. 

Everything in the Garden will 
be presented at theMcAlpin Fine Arts 
Center located at the lRCC Main 
Campus at 3209 Virginia Avenue in Fort 
Pierce. Tickets arc $12 and may be 
purchased through them.CC Box Oflice 
on Monday through Friday, I J :00 a.111. 
to 3:00 p.m., or by telephone with VlSA, 
Ivlaste1C:arcl , or American Express. Call 
the lRCC Box Office at 462-4750 or toll
free at 1-800-220-9915 to reserve your 
seats today. (Adult themes.) 
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See Kool & tl1e Gai1g at tl1e Stunise · 
Reflection; Special Mother's Day Concert per
formed by Reflection at 4 p.m. Stmday, All Vil
lages Presbyterian Chmch, Heatherwood and 
California boulevards, St. Lucie West. Ladies 
free, $10 donatioJ1 for men. Refreshments. (772) 
873-9280. 
Mother's Day Makeover: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Satur
day, Spring of Faith Church at the Mary Matha 
Plaza, 3223 S. U.S. 1, Fort Pierce. Free. RSVP 
with Diane Thomas (772) 201-5564. 
"A Century of Broadway": 8 p.m. today through 
Satmday; and 2 p.m. Satutday, Indian Riv¥r 
Community College McAlpin Fine Arts Center, 
::l2U!:J Yirguua Ave., Fort Pierce, (800) 220-9915. 
Tickets $12. 
Kool & the· Gang: At 8 p.m. Stmday at the Sun
rise Theatre, 117 S. Second St., Fort Pierce. 
Tickets $60. 
Festival of Dance: Florida Arts and Dance Co." 
shows at 2 and 7 p.m. Satmday, Lyric Theah-e, 
Stuart. Tickets $23. (772) 286-7827. 
Carnival: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Mai·iposa Ele
mentary School, 2620 S.E. Mariposa Ave., Port_ 
St. Lucie. Featuring games, prizes, food, botmce 
houses, slides, dw1l-: tank and more. (954) 
471-2711. J 

Chris Bellaniy: 1-4 p.m. Sunday and May 20, Tra
dition Square, Port St. Lucie. (772) 426-8260. 
Mother's Day at McKee: Noon-5 p.m. Sunday, 
McKee Botanical Garden, 350 U.S. 1, Vero 
Beach. Featming lunch with the dinosaurs. 
Free for mothers on Mother's Day with a paid 
child. Regular admission is $6 per adult, $5 per 
seniors and $3.50 per child age 5-12. (772) 
794-0601 or www .mckeegarden.otg. 
Island Music: 1-4 p.m. Satmday at the Village 
Square Shops, 925 Village Shops, Sebastian, to 
celebrate Mother's Day weekend. Featuring live 

. island-style music. (772)-388-3528. · 
Indian River Medical Center 75th Anniversary: 

2-4 p.m. Satmday in the parking lot of the hospi
tal's Ambulatory Services Center, 1000 36th St., 
Vero Beach. Featuring free ice cream sw1daes 
and birthday cake, antique cars, games, prizes 
and music. There also will be touts of some of 
the facilities. RSVP to (772), 563-4627. 
"Blithe Spirit": Noel Coward's comedy in its fi
nal weekend at Riverside Theatre, 3250 River
side Park Drive, Vero Beach. Shows at 8 p.rn. to
day throttgh Saturday, 2 p.m. Saturday and 
Sw1day, (800) 445-6745. Tickets $25-$40. 
"Stones In His Pockets": The award-winning 
Irish comedy in its final weekend, at 8 p.m. to
day through Saturday, 2 p.m. Saturday and 
Sw1day at Riverside Theatre's Waxlax Stage, 
3250 Riverside Park Drive, Vero Beach. Tickets 
$25. (800) 445-6745. 
Spring Fiesta: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Satmday, Riverside 
Children's Theatre, 3280 Riverside Park Drive, 
Vero Beach, Featuring interactive theater pro
grams for ages 4 and up. Ftee. (772) 234-8052. 
"I Hate Hamlet": Comedy at 7:30 p.m: Friday 
and Saturday, Vero Beach High School Black 
Box Theatre, 1707 16th St. Tickets $5. Recom
mended for 13 aiid up. 
Fashion Show: 11 a.m. Saturday at th~ Chil
dren's Book Store, Vero Beach Book Center, 
2145 Indiai1 River Blvd. Join Girl Scouts from 
Beachland ai1d St. Edwards schools for 'Tween 
Sununer . Scene, ai1 age-appropriate · fashion 
show for the pre-teen set. Free. (772) 4_92-1850. 
"The Good, the Bad & the Orchestra": Featnr-

. ing the Vero Beach High School Symphony Or
chestra. Classical masterpieces from the west, 
along with western theme songs at 7:30 p.m. Fri
day ai1d 3 p.m. Saturday, VBHS Performing 
Arts Center, 1707 16th St. Also performing will 
be the orchesti-as from Gifford and Oslo mitldle 
schools. Tickets $7-9. (772) 564-5646. 
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WHAT A WEEKEND! ST. LUCIE COUNTY 

CELEBRATE Wl11I-I 
MOM THIS WEEIIBND 

Tre.at mom to something other than flowers 
this Mother's Day weekend by taking her 
to one of these local events. A small chance 
of storms shouldn't k~ep you from enjoying 
temperatures in the mid-80s. 

• Take mom to a special Mother's Day concert 
performed by Reflection . at 4 p.m. Stmday, All 
Villages Presbyte_rian Church, Heatherwood and 
California boulevards, St. Lucie West. Ladies 
free, $10 donatfon.'~for men. Refreshments avail-
able. (772) 873-928(f - · 
• Malm sme mom attends the Mother's Day 
Makeover: 11 a'.111.-2 p.111. Saturday, Spring of 
Faith Chmch at the Mary Matha Plaza, 3223 S. 
U.S. 1, Fort Pierce:;~~ee, hut RSVP with Diane 
Thomas (772) 201-55-64~:'. -:1•· 

~ ... .. . .. . . J 

• See Broadway tlu·o'.ughout tl1e years at "A 
Century of Broadway;'t:IlJtti\!11. today tlrrough 
Satm·day and 2 p.m. Satttr,day, Indian River 
Community College McAlpndfhie Arts Center, 
3209 Virgmfa Ave., :Fort P~erce::1'rftkets $12. (BOO) 
220-9915. 
• Jam to Kool & the Gang;.~t 8 p.:m. Sunday at 
tl1e Sumise Theatre, 117 ·s: ·Se_cdnd St., Fort 
Pierce. Tickets $60. 
• Talrn the children to a carnival 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Saturday, Mariposa Elementary School, 2620 
S.E. Mariposa Ave., Port St. Lucie. FeaturiI1g 
games, prizes, food, bounce houses, slides, clunk 
tank and more. (954) 471-2711. 
• Jazz it up witl1 Chris Bellamy, 1-4 p.m. Sunday 
and May 20, Tradition Square, Port St. Lucie. 
(772) 426-8260. . 

THURSDAY Sf>cMt ~ 
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Angler's Club: Port St. Lucie Anglers 
Club, 7:30 p.m., 997 S.W. Macedo Blvd., 
Port St. Lucie. (772) 340-1861. · 
Art Demonstration: 4-5 p.m. May 10 · 
at Morningside Branch Library, 2410 
Morningside Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Free. 
st-lucie.lib.fl.us. (772) 337-5632. 
Classes: Adult classes, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. and 1-4 p.m., $120/.month; Elliott 
Museum, 301 S.E. McArthur Blvd., Stu
art; (772) 225-1961. 
Art Classes: All age classes, 4-6 p.m. 
and 6-8 p.m., $85/month; Elliott Muse
um, 301 S.E. McArthur Blvd., Stuart; 
(772) 225-1961. 
Ash Club: The Treasure Coast Ash 
Club, a smoking social for the cigar en
thusiast, 5:30 p.m., outside patio ofTA 
Vern's Restaurant in Stuart. A fee of $7 
will get you a good cigar and great 
company. Membersl1ips available. (772) 
m~M~ ' 
Band: Port St. Lucie Community Con-
cert Band, rehearsals, 7-9 p.m., Trea
sure Coast High School, Tulip Avenue, 
(772) 871-2863. 
Bingo: Knights of Columbus, doors 
open at 10:30 a.m., bingo stars at noon, 
free lunch, Cove Road and Gaines Ave
nue, Stuart (772) 286-7507. 
"A Century of Broadway": IRCC's 
~ 8 p.m. May 10-12 and 2 p.m.' 
May12,lvlcAlpin Fine Arts Center, 3209 
Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce. $12. (772) 
462-4750; 1-800-220-9915. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
Stuart Craft Festival: American Craft 

ri_ Endeavors/Howard Alan Events craft show 
(:) 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 

"-.::., Osceola Street, downtown Stuart. Free; 
· ~ (954)472-3755. 

½ Upcoming 
West:Fest: Music by Riverdawgs, arts and 
vendors 5-9 p.m. May 18 at Town of Tradition, 
Port St. Lucie. Free. 

THEATER AND DANCE 
Festival of Dance: Florida Arts and Dance 
Co. spring show at 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday, 
Lyric Theatre, 59 S.W. Flagler Ave., Stuart, 
(772) 286-7827. $23. 
"Blithe Spirit": Noel Coward's comedy in 
its final weekend at Riverside Theatre, 3250 
Riverside Park Drive, Vero Beach.; 8 p.m. to
day and Saturday, 2 p.m. Saturday and Sun
day, (800) 445-6745. $25-$40. 
"Stones in His Pockets": The award-win
ning Irish comedy in its final weekend, at 8 
p.m. today and Saturday, 2 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday at Riverside Theatre's Waxlax 
Stage, 3250 Riverside Park Drive, Vero 
Beach. (800) 445-6745. $25. 
"A Century of Broadway": 8 p.m. today 
and Saturday; and 2 p.m. Saturday, Indian 
River Community College McAlpin Fiiieii:rts 
Center, 3209 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce, (800) 
220-9915. $12. 
"I Hate Hamlet": Comedy 7:30 p.m. today 
and Saturday, Vero Beach High School, 1707 
16th St., Vero Beach, (772) 564-5641. $5. 
"Broadway Showstoppers": Shiloh 
Theatrical musical revue 8 p.m. Wednesday . 
through May 19, 2 p.m. May 19 and 20 at the 
Lyric Theatre, 25 S.E. Flagler Ave., Stuart, 
(772) 286-7827. $25. 
Dance Composition Recital: 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Indian River Community College 
Wynne Black Box Theatre, 3209 Virginia 
Ave., Fort Pierce, (800) 220-9915. $5 
"Cocktail Hour": Comedy opening 8 p.m. 
Thursday through May 27, Vero Beach The
atre Guild, 2020 San Juan Ave., Vero Beach, 
(772) 562-8300. $18-$20. 

"Pure as the Driven Snow": Comedy 
opens at 8 p.m. Thursday.through June 3, 8 
p.m. Thursday-Saturday; 2 p.m. Sunday. St. 
Lucie Community Theater, 700 W. Weather
bee Road, Fort Pierce. (772) 465-0366, $15. 

Upcoming , 
Summerstage Auditions: For "Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat" 
and "Bridge to Terabithia" May 23-25. River
side Children's Theatre, Vero Beach. Ap
pointment only; (772) 234-8052 . 
. "Mass Appeal": May 24-26, 8 p.m.; May 
26, 2 p.m. Indian River Community College, 
Fort Pierce. $12. 
"The Rainmaker": 8 p.m. Wednesdays
Saturdays, May 25-June 16, at the Barn 
Theatre, Stuart. $20. 
"Nunsense": June 7-9, 8 p.m.; June 9, 2 
p.m., Indian River Community College, Fort 
Pierce. $12. 
"Floor Play": Modern dane June 10, Tp.m., 
King Center, Melbourne. $39 and $49. 
Auditions: June 23-24, noon-7 p.m. For 
"The Rocky Horror Show," Lil' Danni's Play
house, Port St. Lucie; (772) 418-4858. 
"The Producers": June 26-28, 8 p.m., 
King Center, Melbourne. $46 and $58. 
. 242-2219. 

FOR KIDS 
Dream Search 2007: Today 6-9 p.m., a 
singing talent competition at Jensen Beach 
High School, 2875 N.W. Goldenrod Road, 
Jensen Beach. Adults $10, children $5; pro
ceeds benefit the Martin County College Ex
plorers program. (772) 221-1194. 
Spring Fiesta: Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Riverside Children's Theatre, 3280 Riverside 
Park Drive, Vero Beach. Free; (772) 234-· 
8052. Interactive theater programs for age 4 
and up. 
"Disney on Ice:" Opens at 7:30 p.m. 

!Thursday and runs through May 20, South 
Florida Fairgrounds, West Palm Beach. 
Thursday plus May 18 and 19, 7:30 p.m.; May 
19, 11:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.; and May 20, 1 
and 5 p.m. Tickets $20 and $36; $16 opening 
nigl1t; (561) 966-3309. 



0 

IRCC dance recital 
scheduled at Black Box 
'· I ' 

.FOR HOMETOWN NEWS I 

· . Prepare '•to / experience · 
the art of dance as only 
the Indian River Commu
nity College Fine Arts 
Department can present. 
On Tuesday, May 15, at 7 

p.m., the beginning cho- •-·- recital is the final project 
reography class will per- - of the beginning chore
form a Dance Composi- ography class. Each of 
tion recital. The , . the seven students has 
perforrnance will be one __ composed their own 
night oniy at the Wynne / _- dances using the theories 
.Black Box -Theatre. _ The :and concepts learned in 
Dance . Composition '_ •'class. 

Tickets to the show are 
_ $5 and are general admis
sion only. Purchase your 
tickets at the box office 

Jocated in the McAlpin 
. Fine Arts Center lobby, at 
. the ·IRCC Main Campus 
at 3209 Virginia Ave. in 

. Fort ,Pierce, Monday 
.through Friday, 11 a.m. ·to, 
3 p.m., or by phone with · 
VISA, MasterCard, Dis- _ 
cover or American 
Express. Call the McAlpin 
Fine Arts Center Box 
Office today at 462-4750 . 
or toll-free at (800) 220-
9915. 

Only 100 seats are 
avctilable. 
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Check out an event with ~Mass Appeal' 
Memoriai Day Service: The St. 
Lucie County Veterans Cow1-
cil at 10 a.m. Monday at Veter
ans Memorial Park, 600 N. In
dian River Drive. · 

"Mass Appeal": 8 p.m. today
Saturday, includi.i1g a 2 p.m. 
performance Saturday, McAl
pin Fine Arts Center, J.pdian, 
River Community College 
Main Campus, 3209 Virgima 
Ave., Fort Pierce. Tickets $12, 
available 11 a.m.-3 p.m. today 
and Friday at the box office or 
by phone (772) 462-4750 or (800) 

·220-9915. 

Jazz Concert: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Sunrise Theatre, 117 S. Second 
St., Fort Pierce. Tickets $38. 
(772) 461-4884. 

Fort Pierce Teen Time Unlimit
ed Steel Band Orchestra: tl 
a.m. Saturday at the Fort 
Pierce Branch Library, 101 
Melody Lane, Fort Pierce. (772) 
462-2787 · or cookev@stlucie
co.gov. 

Community Block. Party: 3-8 

p.m. Saturday, Boys & Girls 
Club, 1011 . N. 23rd . St.; Fort 
Pierce. Featuring free food, tal- . 
ent contests, basketball tourna
ments, live performances and 
more. (772) 461-7788. 

Avenue D Boys' Choir: 6 p.m. 
Monday, Tradition Town Hall, 
Port St. Lucie. Tickets $15 in · 
advance, $20 at door; $10 chil
dren age 12 and under. (772) 
426-8260.' 

Memorial Day Dance: 7-9:30 
p.m. Saturday, Vero Beach 
Senior Center, 694 14th _St. Fea
turing 'I11e Keynotes. Food and 
beverages will be served. Fea
turing , 50/50 drawing. Tickets 
$6 per person. (772) 469-2062. 

a.m. Monday on Memorial Is
land, Vero Beach. Indian River 
County Veterans .Council 
event featuring a service, 
speeches and patriotic music. 

· Fourth annual Indian River 
Firefighters' Chili Cookoff: 4_-9 
p.m. Saturday, 3001 Ocean 

· Drive in front of Hwniston 

Park, Vero Beach. In addition 
to the chili tasting and contest, 
there will be a Kid's Fun Zone, 
bounce houses, face painting, 
food-eating contests and live 
musical entertainment by The 
Jacks. $6 chili tasting; $5 kids' 
fun zone .. (772) 567-2201 or visit 
www.iaff220i.com. 

'"The Diary of Anne Frank": 
7:30 p.m. Thtffsday and Friday 
and 2 p.m. Saturday Waxlax . 
Center for · the Performing 
Arts, 1895 St. Edward's Drive, . 
Vero Beach. Tickets $5-$10. · 
(877) 725-8849 or www.ticketal
ternative.com. 

Book Signing: Debbie Macomb
' er, local author of "Back On 
Blossom Street," a novel about 
a recovering ·cancer patient 
opening a new business, will 
be at tl1e Vero Beach Book 
Center 3:30-5 p.m. Sw1day. 

"Cocktail Hour": Through Sun
day, Vero Beach Theatre. 
Guild, 2020 San Juan Ave., Ve
ro Beach. Tickets $18 and $20. 
(772) 562-8300. 
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WHAT A WEEKEND! ST. LUCIE COUNTY 

REMEMBER THE · 
FALLEN TlfIS 

HOLIDAY WEEl{END 
Despite the weather, cel~brate 

the extended Memorial Day. 
. ' 

weekend at these events. 
• Honor our veterans at a Memorial Day Service 
by the St. Lucle County Veterans Council, . 

. 10 a.m. Monday at Veterans Memorial Park, 600 
N. Indian River Drive, Fort Pierce. 
• Let loose during the Community Block Party, 
3-8 p.m. Saturday, Boys & Girls Club, 1011 N. 
23rd St., Fort Pierce. Featuring free food, talent 

· contests; basketball totmmments,. live perform
ances and more. (772) 461-7788. 
• Don'~ miss the "Mass Appeal'.' at 8 p.m. today
Saturday, including a 2 p.m. perfonnance Sattff
day, McAlpin Fine Arts Centei·, 1,ndian River 
Community College Main Campus, 3209 Virgin
i'a Ave., Fort Pierce. Tickets $12, available 
11 a .m.-3 p.m. today and Friday at the box office 
or by phone (772) 462-4750 or (800) 220-9915. 
• Get out and enjoy a Jazz Concert at 8 p.m. Sat- · 
urday, Sunrise Theatre, 117 S. Secoi1d St., Fort 
Pierce. Tickets $38. (772) 461-4884. 
• Listen to the unique sounds bf the Fort Pierce 
Teen Time Unlimited Steel Band Orchestra at 
11 a.m. Saturday at the Fort Pierce Branch Li-

, brary, 101 · Melody Lane, Fort Pierce. (772) 
., 462-2787 or cookev@stlucieco.gov. 

• Check out the Avenue D Boys' Choir at 6 p.m. 
Monday, Tradition Town Hall, Port St. Lucie. 
Tickets $15 in advance, $20 at door; $10 children 
age 12 and under. (772) 426-8260. 
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THIS WEEKEND GOOD FOR CELEBRATION, REMEMBRANCE 
· Tr/b"'11 t s:.:1..~ -l)J 

Despite the weather, celebrate the extended Memorial Day weekend at these events. 

• Honor our veterans at a Memo
rial Day Service by the St. Lucie . 

· County Veterans Council, 10 a.m. 
Monday at Veterans Memorial 
Park, 600 N. Indian River Drive, 
Fort Pierce. 

• Let loose during the Community 
Block Party, 3 to 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Boys & Girls Club, 1011 N. 23rd 
St., Fort Pierce. Featuring free 

food, talent contests, basketball 
tournaments, live performances 
and more. (772) 461-7788. 

• Don't miss "Mass Appeal" at 8 
p.m. today-Saturday, including a 2 
p.m. performance Saturday, McAl
pin Fine Arts Center, Indian Riv
.er Communitv Colle~e Main Cam
pus, 3209 Virginia Ave., Fort 
Pierce. Tickets $12, available · 11 

0 

a.m. to 3 p.m. today and Friday at 
the box office or by phone (772) 
462-4750 or (800) 220-9915. 

• Get out and enjoy a Jazz Con
cert at 8 p.m. Saturday, Sunrise 
Theatre, 117 S. Second St., Fort 
Pierce. Tickets $38. (772) 461-4884. 

• Listen to the unique sounds of 
the Fort Pierce Teen Time Unlim..: 
ited Steel Band Orchestra at 11 

a.m. Saturday at the Fort Pierce 
Branch Library, 101 Melody Lane, 
Fort Pierce. (772) 462-2787 or cook
ev@stlucieco.gov. 

• Check out the Avenue D Boys' 
Choir at 6 p.m. Monday, Tradition 
Town Hall, Port St. Lucie. Tickets 
$15 in advance, $20 at door; $10 
children age 12 and under. (772) 
426-8260. 
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File photo 

PiaI).ists Kirk Whipple and Marilyn Morales are in concert 
Thursday at the Wynne Black Box, Indian River Community 

,College in Fort Pierce. 

SCHOOL PRODUCTIONS 
"The Diary of Anne Frank": 7:30 p.m. to
day; and 2 p.m. Saturday, Waxlax Center for 
the Performing Arts, 1895 Saint Edward's 
Drive, Vero Beach. $5-$10.1-877-725-8849; 
ticketalternative.com. 
"Mass Appeal": 8 p.m. today and Satur
day and 2 p.m. Saturday, McAlpin Fine Arts 
Center, Indian River Community Colle~e 
Main Campus,t 3209 Virginia Ave., l·or 
Pierce. $12, available 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday
Friday at the box office in the McAlpin Fine 
Arts Center lobby, or by phone: (772) 462-
4750 or (BOO) 220-9915. 
Kirk Whipple, Marilyn Morales: pi
anists open IRCC's Summer Sunset Series 8 
p.m. Thursday, Wynne Black Box Theatre, IR

. CC Main Campus, Fort Pierce. Benefit IR-
CC's Lifelong Learning Institute at IRCC. Re
freshments. Tickets $8. (866) 866-4722 ext. 
7880. 
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4 • WEEK OF MAY 14, 2007 • LUMINARIES 

GlartJOUr & Grit l~ 

Have the sidewalks rolled up? 
Even tlu"Ough the sercalled sleepy 

months of summer, tl1e work of tl1e nonpro
fit agencies . continues on. We know you're 
out tl1ere. Don't you want others to know, 
also? Send yow· calendar entries to lwnina
ries@scripps.coin. 

Where lasting friendships 
are made 

TI1at's tl1e motto of tl1e Port St. Lucie 
Newcomers Club and I can believe it to be 
I.me, after having the pleasure of attending 
U1e organization's fashion show and lWl
cheon, "A Salute to Women," to benefit 
the IRCC nursing scholarship program. 
President Jane KetT and table-mates Mar
garet Fook, Myra Rodbell and Ginger 
Falzarano pulled out tl1e red catpet for Lu
minaries. TI1e Dillards fashion show kicked 
off wiU1 six models suddenly dliving up to 
U1e entrance of Josers at The Saints in 
golf carts and tl1en coming inside, showing 
the organization's penchm1t for creativity. 

Graduation day 
New .Horizons has been working with 

local law enfoi-cernent agencies on how to 
resp011d to individuals in c1isis. 1\vo dozen 
officers completed the training a11d at
tended a graduation ceremony at the Kight 
Center at IRCC. Steering conunittee volw1-
teers included Lt. Stephanie Wile, Lt. 
Robert Ridel, Chief Deputy Garry Wil
son, Chief Sean Baldwin, · Capt. Don 
Kryak, Mjr. Patrick Tiche, Sgt. Tlie'iesa 
Beath and Susan Barnard. 

Volunteers are a treasure 
TI1e Council on Aging of St. Lucie, 

Inc. recently hosted its aimual vohmteer 
luncheon U1emed "Volunteers are our 
Priceless Treasures." Staff di-essed as pi
rates and decorated witl1 a pirate tl1eme, 
Aramark provided delicious food and bev
erages and Port St. Lucie Vice Mayor Jack 
Kelly was U1e guest speaker. DatTell 
Drwnmond, president/CEO, presented 
Will Armstead, general manager of Ar
amai·k, wiU1 all appreciation plaque. 

Hopping down the bmmy trail 
Local foster children were treated to a11 

afternoon of spring fw1 when tl1e Paceset
ters of St. Lucie Cow1ty hosted m1 Easter 
egg hunt a11d party for children served by 
United for Families. Virginia McMillon 
and Carolyn Mabry, members of Paceset
ters, tell Glamour & Grit tlmt tl1e orgmliza
tion has been Urrowing Easter pmiies for 
tl1e children for four years. 

Summer Smtset Series 
Lifelong Learning Institute at IRCC 

founding members Joel and Deena 
Wym1e have made tl1e comeback of tl1e 
Swnmer SWJSet Series possible. Willi 
tl1eir help, a three-pait classical music se1ies 
will begin at 8 p.m. May 31, in tl1e.i.ntirnate 
100-seat Wynne Black Box Theatre on 
IRCC's Main Cmnpus in Fort Pierce. Accom
plished piatlists Kirk Whipple and Marilyn 
Morales, duo piatlists, will open tl1e series. 
For more information, call (866) 866-4722, 
ext. 7880. 

On the horizon ... 
TI1e season's not quite over, yet. Several 
items of interest m·e conling up on Friday 
that soWld like fun for all. 
*Soroptimist International of St. Lucie 
will present its aimual Women of Distinc
tion Awards Lmicheon at 11:30 am. at the 
Pelican Yacht Club in Fort Pierce. Tickets 
are $45 per person a11d available by calling 
(772) 398-1388. 
*Main Street Fort Pierce brings back its 
arumal Spring Wine Tasting. Titis year tl1e 
event features a downtown stroll where you 
will sample wines at many of the businesses 
along the walk. For infonnation, cail (772) 
466-3880. . 
*TI1e St. Lucie Surgery .Center is holding 
its 8th Animal Yappy Hour to benefit the 
St. Lucie Cow1ty Sheriff's Office K-9 
Unit TI1e good folks at tl1e Center love 
tl1eir doggies and show it atmually with tltis 
filll event. TI1ere will be raffles, fooil, 
gatnes, puppy adoptions and a K-9 demon
stration. For more infonnation, call (772) 
337-5200. 

lmnina.ries@scripps.com 
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Pick of the week 

Classical Music 
· Series · 

What: Accomplisl1ed pia
nists KirkWhipple and 
Marilyn Morales, duo pia- · 
nists, wili open a three-part 
classicai music series with a 
90-minute performance. 
When: 8 p.m. May 31. 

· Where: Wynne Black Box . 
• · ~e. Fort Pierce. · 

:. Cost: Tckets are $8 . 
. . i=or more information 

( ·call (866) 866-4722, ext'. 
( · .. 7880.. . . . 

WHAT A WEEKEND! Sn,\flJt' N~i\--01 

E1tjoy tl1e s1uruner s1111sets 
• Pm·e as the Driven Snow is 
playing '8 p.111. tonight 
through Saturdayat the . St. . 
Lucie Community Theatre, 
700 W. Weatherbee Road, 
Fort Pierce. Tickets are $15: 
Call (772) 465-03(16. 

• IRCC's Summer Sw1set Se
des lucks off at 8 p.m. tonight 
at the Wynne Black Box The- . 
atre on the IRCC Main Cam
pus. Tickets are $8. Call (866) 
866-4722, ext. 7880 for more in
fo. 

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur
day at Grant Antique Mall, 
Grant in Indian River Comi
ty. 

• A free Concert in the Park 
with HairPeace will take 
place from 5:30-8 p.m. Friday, 
Riverview Park, Sebastian. 

• The free It Won't Stop 07: 
· Aftermath Annual Car and 
Truck Show will take place 
at 8 a.m. Saturday and Sun-
day at Riverside Park, Vero 

• .TtJ1;etl St.CLucie
1
_.~alls··•··~tt.prtes

3
-._ .·. ,J.3~?.-~f1_,;a q3/1 q&> 264-481,1,.f?{ .. , 

e11 s · 1!:! oppe ict_. u1 e.Jl ·: ,, •more.info. ·. ·,:, . ., ' ,_, , ,,,_::. 
p.m. · Siil~c:l~Y. _at"tij~),$ili1iise/'·::.: \ ,-, ,: °<'.:"/\· ·\ ,, . . , ... ,>:"=(·· 
Tl!!=;atr~. 1~7 s r ~~1 ,Se~p,ncli \ _.' .E:krinf Chesney perto1:m's { 
St., F,ort Pierce:, Tickets :are:•, .. , N. 'th · '·" •' · ·ai· · · t ·, · S .... ·' '·· ' 
$25 or $15 for students. Go to · wi_ speci gues s ugar-
www.stmrisetl1eatre.com or land and Pat Green. at 7 p._m. 
call (772) 461-4884 for more in- . Sw1day at tl1e Sow1d Advice 
fo. Amphitheater in West Palm 

• A free book signing by Gart 
Momoe, author of "The High, 
wayman," will talrn place . 

Beach. Tickets are $73.25. 
Call. (651) 793-0445 or visit 
www.livenation .com for 
more info. 
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Kirk Whipple, Marilyn Morales: Pia
nists open IRCC's Summer Sunset Series, 
8 p.m·. May""3r,Wynne Black Box Theatre, 
IRCC Main Campus, Fort Pierce. Benefit 
IRCC's Lifelong Learning Institute at IRCC. 
Refresl1ments. $8. 1-866-866-4722 ext. 
788P. 
Martin County Library System's ~ 
2007 Florida Library Youth Pro- {'
gram Kick-off Performances: June ~ 
2. Magician Brent Gregory, 11 a.m. Blake ~ 
Library, 2351 SE Monterey Rd., Stuart; :,. . 
Magician ''The Amazing Mr. A" (Richard 
Adler), 11 a.m. Ct1111mings Libra!1', 2551 ~ 
SW Matheson Ave., Palm City and 2 p.m. ~ 
Hoke Library, 1150 NW Jack Williams Way~ 
Jensen Beach; Puppeteer Bob Nathan-
son, Puppets To Go, ''The Last Dinosaur,""N 

Kirk Wlllpple, Marilyn Morales: pi
anists ope~ummer Sunset Se
ries 8 p.m. May 31 Wynne Black Box 
Theatre, IRCC Main Campus, Fort 
Pierce. Benefit IRCC's Lifelong Learning 
Institute at IRCC. Refreshments. $8. 
(866) 866-4722 ext .. 7880: . · 
·"Oliver": family musical 7:30 p.m. June 
6-9 and 2 p.m., 7 p.m. June 10, Port St. 
. Lucie High School Auditorium, on Len
nard Road. $12. Performance by St. Lu
cie County school children. (77}L.n-, 
337-6043.- f{'1'/,,,,u,t- f:-~ -L 
Men of Victory: work day 10 a.m. Sat
urday at Victory Word Church, 4000 S. 
U.S. 1, Fort Pierce. (772) 595-0334. 
Hurricane Mitigation Class: 
Wednesday, 6-9 p.m., 8400 Picos Road, 
Fort Pierce, free. Those c1ttending will 
learn about window shuttering systems, 
door and roof strengthening, garage 
door bracing, and safe rooins. Class 
size is limited, call (772) 462-1777 to reg
ister. 

Kirk Whipple, Marilyn Morales: pia
nists open lRCC's S,µmmer Sunset Series 
8 p.m. May 31 Wynne Black Box Theatre, 
IRCC Main Campus, Fort Pierce. Benefit 
IRCC's Lifelong Learning Institute at IRCC. 
Refreshments. $8. 1-866-866-4722 exJ., 1 7880. ,,..,,,,'>u11~ f-t/-O'J-Ni/J."'(07 
"Oliver": family musical 7:30 p.m. June 
6-9 and 2 p.m., 7 p.m. June 10, Port St. 
Lucie High School Auditorium, 011 Lennard 
Road. $12. Performance by St. Lucie 
County sci1ool children. (772) 337-6043. 
Men of Victory: work day 10 a.m. May 
26 at Victory Word Church, 40.00 S. U.S.1, 
Frn1 Pierce. (772) 595-0334. 

Nature Series Programs with Capt. Clmp 
Lege: "Lagoon 101," 3 p.m. Thursday, Fort Pierce 
Library, 101 Melody Lane, Fort Pierce; and "Walk & 
Talk," 1:30 p.m. June 1, Bear Point Sanctuary on 
A1A, South Hutchinson Island; (772) 462-2787 or 
www.st-lucie.lib.fl.us. -rv-, Ju11 t> ~..,1,,$ ~ 
Concert: Thursday, 8 p.111., Wynne Black Box 
Theatre, IRCC's Main Campus, Fort Pierce. Pia
nists KifKWiiljjple and Marilyn Morales will open 
the Summer Sunset Series to benefit the Lifelong 
Learning Institute at IRCC. Refreshments will be 
served in the adjacent Art Gallery 7:15-7:45 p.ni. 
$8. Purchase at (866) 866-4722, ext. 7880. 

Free CPR Course: For parents and grandpar
ents, 6-8:30 p.111. Thursday, Lawnwood Regional 
Medical Center, 1700 S. 23rd St., Fort Pierce. To 
register, call (772) 878-3085. 
Free CPR Course: For parents and grandpar
ents, 1-3:30 June 1, Emergency Medical Consul
tants, 597 S.E. Port St. Lucie Blvd., Port St. Lucie. 
To register, call (772) 878-3085. 
Sailing Classes: Treasur:e Coast Youth Sailing 
Foundation's first season of sailing instruction be
gins June 4, with the last class starting July 23. 
Two-week classes (either morning or afternoon) 
are available to ages 8-13 at Fort Pierce Jaycee 
Park. Call (772) 462-0230. 
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WHAT A WEEKEND! 'S•~f •07 
ST. LUCIE COUNTY . 

WOULD RAIN 
REALLY BEA 
BAD TI-IING? . 

As summer vacation approach
es, scattered thtmderstorms 
and temperature highs in the 
mid- to low 80s make this week
end's indoor events a perfect 
match for anyone looking for 
some great entertainment. 

• Laugh the night away at the play 
"Pure as the Driven Snow" at 8 
p.m. from now through Saturday 
at the St. Lucie Community The
ater, 700 W. Weatherbee Road, Fort 
Pierce. Tickets are $15 for this riot
ous romp of a fairy tale. Call (772) 
465-0366 for more info. 
• Treat your ears at the opening of 
IRCC's Summer Sunset Series at 8 
·p.m. today at the Wynne Black Box 
Theatre· on the IRCC Main Cam
~- Featming the duet pianists 
Kirk Whipple and Marilyn Mo
rales, tickets are $8, with refresh
ments provided. Call (866) 866-4722, 
ext. 7880 for more info. 
• Enjoy the grace of ballet as the 
St. Lucie Ballet presents the "Cop
pelia Suite" at 3 p.m. Sw1day at 
the Sunrise Theatre, 117 S: Second 
St., Fort Pierce. Tickets are $25 for -
general admittance and $15 for stu
dents. Go to www.smu-isethea
tre.com or call (772) 461-4884 for 
·more info. 

P5L ~"J 'i·~l- 0 7 
WHAT A WEEKEND! ST. LUCIE COUNTY 

WOULD SOME RAIN 
llliALLYBE THAT BAD? 

As summe1: vacation approaches, scat
tered thunderstorms and highs in the 
mid-to-low 80s make this weekend's indoor 
events a perfect match for anyone looking 
for some entertainment. 
• Laugh the night away at Uie play "Pure as the 
Driven Snow" at 8 p.m. from now through Satur
day, at the St. Lucie Community Theater. 700 W. 
Weatherbee Road, Fort Pierce. Tickets are $15 
for U1is riotous romp of a fairy tale. Call (772) 
465-0366 fol' more info. 
• Treat ·your ears at the opening of IRCC's Sum-

, mer Sunset Series at 8 p.m. toclay at the Wynne 
Black Box Theatre on the IRCC Main Campus. 
Featuring the duet pianists Kirk Wh 1pple and• 
Marilyn Morales, tickets are $8, with rerresll 0 

ments provided. Cali (86G) 866-4722, ext. 7880 for 
more info. · 
• Enjoy the grace of ballet as the St. Lucie Ballet 
presents Uie "Coppelia Suite" at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
at the Sunrise Theab·e, 117 S. Second St.. Fort 
Pierce. Tickets are $25 for genet~al admittance 
and $15 for students. Go to www.sunrise 
theatre.com or call (772) 461-4884 for more info. 
• The Emergency Medical Consultants CPR 
course from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday at 597 Port St. 
Lucie Blvd. The comse is free for all parents 
and grandparents. To register, call (772) 878-3085. 
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May 

· Bet1k1rd ~an Golf ·1otmrament 
lo benefit Samaritan Center for 
Homeless Families. Bent Pine Golf 
Club, Vero Beach. $250 per person. 
(772) 770-3039. 

Sµ1ing Wine l1Sting Somptimist hllet1klti011ul of 
St. Lucie \furrn of Dislinction 
llllld1eo11 and Awards. 

Yiippy 1-kllfflo benefit St Lucie 
County Sheriff's Department K-9 , 
Unit. 5-8 p.m. St. Lucie Surgery . , 
Center. Raffle, food, games, 

Guidance Volunteer Program. 
7:30 p.m.-12 midnight. Polish
American Social Club. $20 in 
advance , $25 at door, $150 for 
8 tickets. (772) 770-5040. 

To benefit Main Street 
Fort Pierce. 'Walk 
around downtown." 
1772) 466-3880. 

the Environmental 
Leaming Center, Vero 
Beach. $135 per person. 
Valley River Club, Vero 
Beach. (772) 589-5050. 

Black and White 
N~tety J\tt Gila · 

- To benefit St Lucie Habitat 
for Humanity. 6 p.m. PGA 
Learning Center. $100. 

; rd J\tm1I Lucie Awards 
· To benefit St Lucie County 
Cultural Affairs. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Honoring Darryl Bey, Carl Gardner, 
Jose Garofalo and Virginia Rhodes. 
Pelican Yacht Club, Fort Pierce. $50 
per person (772) 462-1767. 

puppy adoptions and more. 
(772) 337-5200. 

:ltmswe Cm5t Go Red ~:;a--,1ir--+-:~.....---tti;:;;1 

for \\btm1 Lunchoo1 
To benefit the American 
Heart Assoc. 11:30 a.m. 
Pelican Yacht Club. $100 
per person. (772) 286-1 

' • • I 

I ' 

Whipple & Mmile;, 
10 rklllislS 

To benefit the Lifelong Learning 
Institute at IRCC. 8 p.m. Wynne 
Black Box Theatre, IRCC, Fort Pierce. 
$8 per person. (866) 866-4722, 
ext. 7880. 

J-;. :u.-".it-·'._·>::~n·:..r1:::c:·.,: .. ·c ~~~=-~~~=:;i Rii:'&wirti(> ;, 01iuiiyGolf~~~:; ':u~ru1f~f ': 
. . . . . i.::.:;~.;;"-.=:,;.:;.."-..,.J~~""'""---'-.:....:;,.c,:...;;:....::.""-="~ lll'iln""ll To benefit the Exchange Club To· benefit scholarsh'1ps and ·. ; 

_ . . . ~ I\.I CASnE. 7:30 a.m. Gator Trace 
. . · i.:::...==~..,,..~.4!;~~~~ =>-=:..:....:-,-'-1 benefi~ the Indian River' Golf & Country Club, Fort ·. . -Project Lifesaver. Gator Trace : 

. . mmu~1\y College Pierce. $75 per player. Country Club, Fort Pierce. $75 

me, 
·_Seymour 

rs offered by 501 c3 charitable organizations. 
tournament? Fishing tournament? How about a luncheon? Volunteer 
appreciation awards? Not everyone leaves for the summer - we know you're 
out there. Please e-mail us details, including date, time, location, agency that 
will benefit, ticket or admission price and contact phone number. 
E-mail to luminaries@scripps.com. 
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'Report from Venus' 11- .. •f•:;~;:; 
planetarium show scheduled 
FOR HOMETOWN NEWS 

The Indian River Com
pmnity College Hallstrom 
Planetarium will soon 
present a "Report from 
Venus" planetarium 
show. In this show, audi
ences will learn how 
Venus is like Earth and 
why it is often described 
as the Earth's twin. Audi
ences can also hrnrvel as 
the Magellan spacecraft 
reveals the secrets of 
Venus. · 1 

"Report from Venus" 
· will be presented on Fri
day and Saturday, May 
11-12, and Friday and 
Saturday, June 8-9. Plane
tarium show times are 
Friday evenings at 7 p.m. 
and 8 p.m., and Saturday 
afternoons at 2 p.m. and 

3 p.m. 
Tickets are $3 each and 

may be purchased . in 
advance or 30 ininutes · 
prior to show times at the 
IRCC box office, depend-

the system's optics and 
electronics. Visitors may 
want to bring a sweater. 

Tickets for all . shows 
may be purchased at the 
IRCC box office, which is 
located at the IRCC Main 
Campus at 3209 Virginia 
Avenue in Fort Pierce. 
Box office hours are Mon
day through Friday, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.; call the 
box office at (772) · 462-
4750 or (800) 220-9915. 

. ing on availability. 
Planetarium shows are 

recommended for adults 
and for children over the 
age of four. The Hallstrom 
Planetarium's tempera
ture is maintained at 72 
degrees for the benefit of 

Report from Venus: May 11-12, and 
June 8-9, 7 and 8 p.m. Fridays and 2 and 
3 p.m .. Saturdays at 2:00 and 3:00 p.m., 
Indian River Community College Halls
trom Planetarium, Ma111 Campus, 3209 
Virginia Ave,, Fort Pierce. Tickets, $3, 
may be purchased in advance or 30 min
utes prior to show times at the IRCC box 
office on the main campus, depending on 
availability. (772) 462-4750 or (800) ·· 
220-9915. -,;. ; (In II t' S-f--o7 
Photography ExhibiVShow: A~ril 
25-May 26, A.E. "Bean" Backus Museum 
& Gallery, 500 North Indian River, Fort 
Pierce. "Through The Eye of the Cam
era," a juried photography show open to 
amateur and professional photogra: 
phers. ApplicaUons at the gallery or at 
www.backusmuseum.com. Entry fee is 
$25 per piece; three-piece limit per appli
cant. (772)465-0630. 
Computer User Group: Meeting, 6:30 
p.m. May 7, PSL First Congregational 
Church, 2401 Sidonia St. corner of Port · 
St. Lucie Blvd. Steven Haney and Ter
rance Hinds, Sr. of "Enhanced Comput
ers'' on the new Microsoft Vista soft-
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IRCC hosting ~~f-01 
planetarium show 

FORT PIERCE - The Indian 
River Community Colleg,eTall
sfrom Planetarium will present 
"Report from Venus" planetari
um show. 

Audiences will learn how 
Venus is like Earth and is often 
described as the Earth's twin. 
Marvel as the Magellan space
craft reveals the secrets of 
Venus. 

"Report from Venus" will be 
presented on May 11 and 12, and 
June 8 and 9. Planetarium show 
times are Friday evenings at 7 
and 8 p.m., and Saturday after
noons at 2 and 3 p.m. 

Tickets are $3 ec1ch and may 
be purchased in advance or 30 
minutes prior to show times at 
the IRCC box office depending 

on availability. Planetarium 
shows are recommended for 
adults and for children over the 
age of 4. 

The 1-lallstrorn Pla11elmi11111's 
temperature is maintained al 72 
degrees for the benefit of the sys
tem's optics and electronics. Vis
itors may want to bring a 
sweater. 

Tickets for all shows may be 
purchased at the IRCC box 
office, located at the IRCC mai11 
campus, 3209 Virginia Ave., in 
Fort Pierce, Monday through Fri
day from 11 a.m. until 3 p.rn.; or 
by telephone with VISA, Master
Card or American Express. 

Call the IRCC box office al 
462-4 750 or toll-free at 1-800-
220-9915 lo reserve your seals. 

Report from Venus: May 11-12, and 
June 8-9, 7 and 8 p.m. Fridays and 2 and 
3 p.m. Saturdays at 2:00 and 3:00 p.m., 

1'-mct@n River Community Collegg_Halls-
~ tromPlanetarium, Main Campus, 3209 
~ Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce. Tickets, $3, 

1 may be purchased in advance or 30 min
'-'\ utes prior to show times at the JRCC box 
'il)Office on the main campus, depending on 
~ availability. (772) 462-4750 or (800) 
~220-9915. . 

~Photography Exhibit/Show: April 
K 25-May 26, A.E. "Bean" Backus Museum 

& Gallery, 500 North Indian River, For1 
Pierce. ''Through The Eye of the Cam
era," a juried photography show open to 
amateur and professional photogra
phers. Applications at the gallery or at 
www.backusmuseum.com. Entry fee is 
$25 per piece; three-piece limit per appli
cant. (772) 465-0630. 
"Into The Woods": May 3-5, 7 p.m., St 
Lucie West Centennial High School audito
rium, 1485 S.W. Cashmere Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie. Students $7, adults $12. (772) 
344-4415. 
·Author Talk: Stuart mystery author 
Paul McElroy will present "So, You Want 
to Write A Book?" and chat with library 
patrons 2 p.m. May 5 at the Fort Pierce 
Library, 101 Melody Lane, Fort Pierce. 
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WQCS presenting program on Seminole Indians 
BY ADRIENNE MOORE . 
Posted on YourHub.com 

Among the earliest residents 
in Florida were Seminole In
dians, with some historians 
dating the tribes back nearly 
300 · years. Today, they il!'e 
known more for their casinos, 
alligator wrestling and tourism 
at several reservations around 
the Sunshine State. Yet this 
tribe with a population of 3,100 
people has a rich history. 

Public Radio Station 

WQCS's Oral History Project 
will present Seminoles: 
Through the Ages as part of a 
special projects grant provided 
by the Florida Humanities 
Council. 

The presentation is 
scheduled for May 21 at 3 p.m. 
at the Schreiber Conference 
Center on the St. Lucie West 
Campus of Indian River Com
munity Colle~ 

The program is free and 
open to the public. 

Helping attendees step back 
in time will be Seminole In
dians Louise Jones Gopher, ed
ucation director at the 
Brighton Reservation near 
Moore Haven, and Willie 
Johns, historian at Brighton. 

They will discuss the history 
of the tribe and current ven
tures in education, such as a 

0 

Seminole language devel
·opment project and a new 
charter school. 

In addition, Florida Human
ities Council Road Scholar and 
Scripps Treasure Coast News
p aper s columnist Joe 
Crankshaw will concentrate 
on the Seminole Indian Wars. 
A question-and-answer period 
will follow the presentation. 

Gopher and Johns will bring 
tribal artifacts for those at
tending the lecture to view. 
The St. Lucie Historical So
ciety will also display some 
Seminole tribal items from its 
collection at the local museum. 

For additional infonnation 
on this program, please contact 
WQCS at (772) 7813 or (888) 
286-8936. 



' P.SL l,/Ut$ S-/-:i.'/ I 01 

Wl1at you can expect after a storn1 
Curfews: The curfew imposed before a 

slonn will continue after lhe slonn. As 
ro~ds are cleared and conditions improve, 
Treasure Coast emergency plrumers wiII be
gin to shorten the cmfew, first to nighttime 
hours, eventually eliminating the curfew 
when it is again safe lo venl1.1i'e out. 

"There is a reason for curfews afler a 
storm - public safety," said Jack Southru·d, 
SL Lucie County public safety· direct.or. 
"After a stonn there ru·e downed power 
lines, power poles and trees down, signs 
down. You don't know what's out. there." 

Curfews give public safety officials time 
to go out and do a damage assessment, he 
said. And ctufews keep sightseers from in
terfering witl1 rescue workers saving people 
from treacherous situations. "Search and 
rescue," said Southard. "That is first and 
foremost." 

Alcohol ban: A ban on tl1e sale of alco
holic beverages rnns roughly in co1tjunclion 
wit.h the curfew. This yeru·, emergency plan
ners from lhe Treasure Coast ru·eas are co
orclinating their efforts. So if U1ere is ru1 al
cohol ban in your cotmty, it won't do you 
any good to dtive to the next county. They 
won't sell you alcoholic beverages either. 

"It's not U1at we ru·e against ymu- drink
ing," explained Lt. Jenell Atlas, media rela-

tions officer wiU1 Martin CoWll}' Sherill's 
Office. "We just want you to stay home. We 
want fewer people on U1e road and fewer 
people getting into fights." 

So, if you wru1t alcoholic beverages, 
stock up before tl1e storm, she said. 

Situation updates: 111e cow1ty emer
gency managers broadcast regulru· updates . 
three times a day. The updates are can-ied 
live on WQCS 88.9 FM :md re-broadcasl on 
other local radio and television stations. 

Indian River County updates are at 11 
a.111. mid 4 p.nt 

Mmtin County updates lire al 9 a.m., 1 
p.m. and G:30 p.m. daily. 

St. Lucie Cotmty updates are at 8 a.m., 
noon and 5 p.m. immediately foUowed by 
Port St. Lucie at 8:30 a.m., 12:30 p.n1. and 
5:30 p.m. 

Trash pick-up: Trash pick-up will be 
limited as trash haulers and their employees 
attempt to recover from a storm. They will 
usually stop picking up. recyclables for a 
while unW I.he facilities that process U1em 
are ftilly ftmctioning. 

And, due to tl1e extraordit1ru·y ammmt of 
deblis created by a lnmicane, local govern
ments will brit1g it1 additional trash haulers 
to help witl1 pick-up. Monitor newscasts for 

· updates on trash hauling it1 your area. 



+ 14D THE PALM BEACH POST • SUNDAY, MAY 13, 2007 M 

Treasure Coast 

Tune in soon to NPR to catch young local musicians 
Classical music lovers and 

fans of the public radio sta
tion WQCS 88.9 FM enjoyed 

Jeri 
Butler 

a special 
program at 
the Sunrise 
Theatre in 
Fort Pierce 
on March 
16. Christo
pher O'Riley, 
the person
able host 
of From 
the Top, a 
showcase 

for young musicians, brought 
his program to the Sunrise 
in celebration of the Na
tional Public Radio affiliate's 
25th anniversary on the air. 
WQCS is broadcast from 
Indian River Community 
College. 

The March program of 
From the Top was taped for 
national broadcast and can 
be heard at 2 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 20 with a repeat pro
gram at 1 p.m. on Monday, 
May 28 at 88.9 FM. 

One talented pianist from 
our area, 12-year-old Taylor 
Tyson of]upiter, was chosen to 
perform on the show. An
other Floridian, cellist Anna 
Marla Lltvinenko, 13, of Miami, 
was selected from audition 
tapes to perform, as well as 
five other student musicians 
from around the country, 
including violinist Ma~hew 
Upmann, 15, of Illinois. 

If you tune in, you'll hear 
some remarkable perfor
mances from the young 
musicians as well as O'Riley's 
chat with the students. And 
there's always some kidding 
around on the show _:_-in 
good taste, of course. 

Pianist Christopher O'Riley (center), who is also the host of National 
Public Radio's From the Top program, with (from left) pianist Taylor 
Tyson, 12, violinist Matthew Lipmann, 15, and cellist Anna Maria Lit
vinenko, 13, at the Sunrise Theatre in Fort Pierce. 

u 



Fort Pierce 'Fro111 tl1e Top' 
s110,v scl1edttled for broadcasts 
BY ADRIENNE MOORE 
Posted on YourHub.com 

National Public Radio's 
"From the Top" Fort Pierce 
show will be broadcast twice 
in May. 

Public Radio Station 
WQCS/88.9 FM, host to the 
Boslon-based program when it 
visited Fort Pierce, will 
broadcast the radio program 
on May 20 at 2 p.m. and again 
on May 28 at 1 p.111. 

Approximately 600 area resi
dents who were in the au
dience at the March local per
formance will be among the 

750,000 listeners who tune to 
From the Top each week. 

Program host and classical 
piimist Christopher O'Riley 
will provide a short history of 
the theatre in opening re
marks and thank WQCS for 

· hosting the program. 
WQCS hosted the "From the 

Top" local performance as part 
of its 25th-anniversary pro
granuning. 

Editor's Note: This slmy has 
been edited for space. For t11e 
full sto1y, log 011 to Your
Hub.com. 
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SUNRISE SHINE$: On March 16, as pa11 of 

the 25th anniversary of the Treasure Coast 
public radio station WQCS 88.9. FM, the pop--- ' . ular .National Public Radio program "From 
the Top" was taped live at Fort Pierce's Sun
rise Theatre. 

The program from the Sunrise, which feal1.rres young classi
cal artists and is carried by about 250 public radio stations na
tionally, will air this Sunday on WQCS at 2 p.111. 

Among the featured artists playing before the local audi
ence is piai10 sensation 12-year-old Taylor Tyson of Jupiter. 

The program will be putting WQCS, the theater, Fort Pierce 
and the Treasure .Coast ·on a national stage. Not too bad. 

s.JuarHJ~,' '"'· II e H >'--#7 
PUBLIC RADIO TO FEATURE / 
JUPITER PIANO PHENOM 

If you love classic piano, tune 
into Boynton Beach-based WX

EL 90.7 FM at 2 
p.111. Friday or Sat
urday at noon to 
catch Taylor . 
Tyson's recent 
concert perform
ance at . Fort 

Tyson Pierce's Sunrise 
Theatre for the 

National Public Radio program 
"From the Top." 

The 12-year-old's talents were 
showcased in March during a · 
taping of the student program 
with host Christopher O'Riley. 

The show also features Miami 
cellist Anna Maria Litvinenko, 
13, and violist Matthew Lip
mann, 15, from Illinois, along 
with four other students from 
arom1d the country. 

Aclditionall)~ WQC::i 88.9 FM 
in Fort Pierce, which hosted the 
Sunrise ' concert, will air the 
same "From the Top" program 
Sunday at 2 p.m. 

Tyson also recorded a piece 
for WQCS' "Young Musicians 
Spotlight," which airs May 28 at 
noon. 

'-" Hf/H a.r,'-e..s '----£ ,Je,u.JS. 
Preserving history ~"-<1 + sfi,(.(U., ~-.,Z./~7 

Among the earliest residents in F101ida 
were Seminole Indians, with some histo
rians dating U1e ttibes back nearly 300 
years. As pmt of a special projects grant 
provided by tl1e F1orida Humanities Cow1cil, 
public radio station WQCS's Oral History 
Project will present Seminoles: Tlu·ough 
the Ages at 3 p.m. today at the Sclu·eiber 
Coitference Center on tl1e St. Lucie West 
Campus of IRCC. '11le program is free and 
open to Ufe publi7. Helping attendees step 
back in time will be Seminole Indians' 
Louise Jones Gopher, education director 
at the Brighton Reservation nem· Moore
haven, and Willie Jolms, historian at B1igh
ton. F1orida Humanities Cow1cil Road 
Scholm· and &1ipps Treasw·e Coast News
papers' colunmist Joe Crankshaw will also 
be 011-hand. For additional inf01rnation, call 
(772) 7813 or (888) 286-8936. 
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Local baseball players get invitations 
to take a swing at playing for IRCC 

By BEN VOLIN 
Palm Btach Post StafllJ',-iter 

FORT PIERCE- Indian River 
Communit Colle e baseball 
coac t o nen ms 18 players 
on scholarship each season, but 
he keeps 26 players on his roster 
because he knows how important 
the walk-on plaY.ers can be to the 
team's success. -

"There was a time last year 
when I looked oul on the field, and · 
there were five walk-ons starting," 
O'Brien said. "H's my way to keep 
some of lhe local guys around." 

With the summer gearing 
up, U'Brien must starl thinking 
about nexl year's team. And in the 
past I hrcc weeks he has extended 
invitalions to severnl local baseball 
players to join the team for the fall 
season and lry lo earn a walk-on 
spol. 

'l\vo weeks ago, O'Brien ex
lcmled a "preferred walk-on invita
tion" to Centennial infielder Jason 
Sia Ivey. But he also needs pitch
ers and catchers, and extended 
regular invitations to Lincoln Park 
catcher James Maltese and Jensen 
Beach pitcher Lou Viamonles to 
try out for next year's squad. 

Sia Ivey has the best shot at 
makin!( the team, but O'Brien 
knows Maltese and Viamontes 
well, and will give them every op
portunity lo make lhe learn. 

"They lold me I'm going to 
have to go up there for the fall and 
work out, and if all goes well I'll 
have a spot ," said Maltese, who 
baited .320 with a home run for 
Lincoln Park this spring. "I'm just 
looking forward to going there and 
playing ball." 

Stalvey, who batted .324 with 
II runs and 11 RBI, is a shortstop 
at heart but switched to third 
base I his season for Centennial. 
O'Brien said he gave Stalvey a 
"preferred walk-on spot" because 
SI a Ivey is an excellent fielder who 
can play any infield position. 

"We losl our second baseman, 
shortstop and Utird baseman, all 
three grnclualed," O'Brien said. 
"If he fills oul and puts on a little 
weight he could be a contributor." 

Stalvey, Maltese and Viamon
tcs are longtime friends from 
Lillie League, and none of them 
knew lhal the others would be al
lending IRCC until last week. 

"I had no idea he was playing, 
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but I've known this kid forever," 
said Stalvey, whose brother; Malt, 
played al IRCC in 2002 and '03. 

O'Brien said he will keep about 
40 kids for lhe fall team, then cut 
the team lo 26 in the spring. And 
Stalvey, Maltese and Viamonles 
will be joined by several familiar 
faces at the fall tryouts. 

· Port St. Lucie shortstop 
Andrew Durden most likely has 
a spot after earning one of the 
team's scholarships earlier this 
spring. 
. Pilcher Sean Tighe and first 
baseman.Sean Swaringen, boUt 
from SouUt Fork, were extended 
invitations lo try out a few weeks 

ago. So were Por_t St Lucie's Josh 
Prine and Mike Moesch, fresh off 
a run to the Class 5A stale title 
game with the Jaguars, and Mark 
Winn from Fort Pierce Central. . 

But O'Brien said he often holds 
off on giving scholarships to Ute 
local players, because he knows 
there are other ways Utey can go 
lo school for free. 

"By living at home and uti
lizing Bright Futures or other 
scholarships, they can come here 
for very little cost," O'Brien said. 
"There's no guarantee !hat the 
scholarship guys make the team." 

Stalvey said he is excited lo 
play at IRCC next year because 

of Ute school's history of sending 
players to NCAA Division I pro
grnms or even the Major teagues. 
Jon Coutlangus, a former IRCC 
pitcher, is now in his rookie season 
wi th the Cincinnati Reds. 

But Stalvey first has lo make 
the team before he can dream 
about The Bigs. 

"It's going to benefit me a lot. 
Very good baseball program, work 
ethic is high, and I want lo trans
fer after that so it will help me 
tremendously," Stalvey said. "But 
(O'Brien) didn't give me a hat, so 
I guess I'm not totally on lhe team 
yet." 
©ben_volin@pbpost.com 

M[GIIAN MCCARIHY/Slalf Pholog,aphcr 

Baseball standouts 
James Maltese, 18, 
(from lelt) Jason . 
Stalvey, 18 , and Lou 
Viamontes, 18, have 
been invited lo join the 
Indian River Community 
College baseball team 
for the fall season. After 
that, they will try lo earn 
a walk-on spot. The 
school's has a history 
of sending players 
to NCAA Division I 
programs and the Major 
Leagues. 
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Jensen Beach pitcher Lou 
Viamontes threw a perfect 
game and a no-hitter this 
season for the Falcons, 
leading his team to the 
regional semifinals. 
Viamont_es signed a letter 
of intent for Indian River 
Community Collese last 
week, where he will be 
considered a preferred 
walk-on. "We're really 
happy to get him," said · 
IRCC head coach Bob 
O'Brien. 

File Photo 

Viamontes to join the River 
BY MATT DEWHURST 
Sports writer 

This spring India11 River 
~ommunity College, fin
ished fourth in Florida's 
Southern Conference. For 
some colleges, that fact 
wouldn't be a selling point 
to its recruits. But with 
two of the top five c·om
munity college teams in 
the country also in their 

· conference, Indian River 
Community College head 
coach Bob O'Brien makes 
sure it's one of the first 
things he tells. potential 
players. 
· And with the ever

changing lineups of junior 
college athletics, O'Brien 
jumps on talent as soon as 
he sees it. 

Last week, O'Brien did 
just that when he was able 
to sign Jensen Beach No. l 
pitcher Lou Viamontes to 
what he calls a "preferred 
walk-on contract." 

"These are guys who we, 
are interested in but don't 
have any money left," said 
O'Brien. "They will get a 
shot to make the team in 

the fall. " 
Two weeks ago O'Brien 

received a phone call from 
Lou's mother Ellen, to 
inquire about . the possi
bility of her son playing 
for IRCC next spring. He 
was shocked to lea rn that 
Viamontes, who : threw a 
no-hitter and a perfect 
game this spring for the 
Falcons, had not signed 
with a bigger school. IRCC 
pitching coach David West 

had seen him pitch a com
plete game two-hitter 
agains t Cocoa Beach in 
the 4A region quarterfinal 
and told O'Brien he 
should check him out. The 
next week Viamontes 
shined in a tryout for the 
River, and tha t was all 
O'Brien had to see. 

The only problem was 
that he had already spent 
his already small pitching 
recruiting budget. So he 

offered the Falcon star a 
chance to walk-on and 
earn a scholarship. 
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IRCCadds 
Je11se11's 
Viamo11tes 
Lou Viamontes was 
7-2 with a 1.69 ERA 
and 75 strikeouts 

BY ERIC PFAHLER 
eric.pfahler@scripps.com 

JENSEN BEACH - Jensen 
Beach baseball pitcher Lou . · 
Viamontes has signed with 
Indian River Community 
,College. 

Viamontes 

Viamontes 
was the ace of 
the Jensen 
Beach pitch
ing staff, help
ing the Fal
cons make 
their first trip 

to regionals this spring. He 
was 7-2 with a 1.69 ERA, 
striking out 75 batters in 
581/., innings. 

"It's a big relief," Vi
amontes said. "Now I can 
just sit back and enjoy my 
srnmner." 

The senior said he is not 
sure what he wants to 
study in college, but he 
wants to improve over the 
next two years in order to 
up his stock in the Major 
League Baseball First-Year 
Player Draft. If his stock is 
not high enough, Vi
amontes could elect to play 
for a four-year school after 
fmishing at IR.CC. 

The senior said he liked 
the proximity of the IRCC 
campus to his home. 

"I like the coach (Bob 
O'Brien)," Viamontes said. 
"He's really nice. It seems 
like a really good fit for 
n1e." 

Vian10ntes' performance 
impressed Jensen Beach 
first-year head coach Todd 
Belowch. 

"He was a workhorse," 
Belowch said. 

local s(}orts _ 
~ }/1,.15 s•/tJ.o 1 . 

ALONG THE 
TREASURE COAST 

IRCC adds 
Cente1nnal 
ntlielder 
BY ERIC PFAHLER 
cric.pfal1ler@scripps.com 

St. Lucie West Centennial 
senior Jason Stalvey signed 
lo play baseball at Indian 
JUver Commrn1ity College• " 

Stalvey 

bats. 

Stalvey, a 
third base
man, batted 
.324 with 11 
runs and 11 
RBIs along 
with four dou
bles in 74 at-

"He was one of the bright 
spots on my team this 
year," first-year coach Ja
mie Siminski said. 
· Siminski opted to move 

Stalvey from shortstop to 
third base to make room for 
Leo Rojas and utilize Stal
vey's arm. Stalvey could 
move back to shortstop for 
J.RCC. Stalvey took the 
move without question. 

"He's a leader," Siminski 
said. 
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0l{eecl1obee 
sta11doi1ts 
bo1u1d 
for college 
BY ERIC PFAHLER 
eric.pfahler@scripps.cmn 

Okeechobee's 2007 softball 
season has ended. But for 
coach Kim Hargraves, the 
true joy of the year awaits 
in the coming months. 

With four player:s signed 
to play college softball, Har
graves has accomplished 
her biggest goal. 

"These girls, when they 
came in as freshmen, I 
would say 75 percent of 
their parents said 'Hey, 
here, you talrn them .. You've 
got them for four years,' " 
Hargraves said. "They im
proved phenome1ially. My . 
biggest goal for all of them 
when they came here was, I 
told them, 'If you want to go 
play somewhere, I'll get you 
there. No problem:' " 

Outfielder Rachel Lowe is 
headed to Stetson Universi
ty, infielders Kelley Smiley 
and Alisha Claxton are 
going to Indian River Com-

. mw1ity Colle~e and Kelci 
Breaux will pitch at Bre
vard Commw1ity College. 

"That's what I do it for," 
Hargraves said. "I don't do 
it for the wins and losses. 
The emotional pm·t of it is a 
roller coaster, but to see 
these kids go on and actual
ly improve themselves, get 
college paid for and say 
'Hey coach, thanks for help
ing me a little bit. You 
pushed me in the right di
rection.' 

"It's a hartl job. There 
ain't nothing easy about be
ing a coach at all." 

Those four players were 
big contributors for the 
Brahmans (25-4), who 
reached the state semifinals 
for the first time in fast
pitch and lost 3-0 to Dade 
City-Pasco on Wednesday. 

"I don't think they've re
alized what we've done," 
Hargraves said. "We've had 
a phenomenal season, the 
best in school history. A lot 
of people hadn't even heard 
of Okeechobee tmtil this 
season." ,. 
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YOUTHACl'MTIES&SPORfS 
Falcons' ace to be a walk-on at IRCC 
Viamontes to 
jointhe River . 
BY MATT DEWHURST 
Sports writer 

This spring Indian River 
Community College . 
finished fourth in Florida's 
Southern Conference. For 
some colleges, that fact 
wouldn't be a selling point 
to its recruits. But with two · 
of the lop five community 
college teams in the 
country also in their 
conference, Indian River · 
Community College head 
coach Bob O'Brien makes 
sure it's one of the first 
things he tells potential 
players. 

And with the ever
changing lineups of junior 
college athletics, O'Brien 
jumps on ·tl;llent as soon as 
he sees it. 

Last wee~, O'Brien did 
just tlrnt when. he was able 
to sign Jensen Beach No. 1 
pitcher Lou Viamontes to 

what he calls a "preferred 
walk-on contract." 

"These are guys who we 
• are interested in but don't 

have any money left," said 
O'Brien. "They will get a 
shot.to make the team in 
·the fall." 

'1\vo weeks ago O'Brien 
received a phone call from 
Lou's mother Ellen, to 
inquire about the possibili
ty of her son playing for 
. mcc next sp1'ing. He was 
shocked to learn tlrnt 
Viamontes, who threw a 
no-hitter and a perfect 
game this spring for the 
Falcons, h,id not signed 
with a bigger school. IRCC 
pitching coach David West 
had seen him pitch a 
complete game two-hitter 
against Cocoa Beach in the 
4A region quarterfinal and 
told O'Brieh he should 
check him out. The next 
weekViamontes shined in a 
tryout for the River, and 
that was all O'Brien had to · 
see. 

The only problem was 
that he had already spent 
his already small pitching 
recruiting budget. So he 
offered the Falcon star a 
chance to walk-on and earn 
a scholarship. 

"He's got real good 
movement on his fastball, 
and a real nice feel on his 
cl1a11ge11p. That's the pitch 
for the junior college level," 
said O'Brien. "We're going 
to tighten up liis breaking 
ball up a little bit. I think we 
can polish him up and 
make him shine." 

Viamontes; who has been 
home schooled since 
fourt11 grade, got into a 
number of different 
colleges in Florida, but 
decided to stay close to 
home for a few years in 
hopes of getting a scholar
ship offer from a Division I
A baseball program. 

"It feeis nice to have 
so1hewhere to go," said 
Viamon'tes. "It doesn't 
matter where I go as iong as 
l get an education and play 
ball." 

Viamontes was 6-2 in his 
senior seas01i at Jensen 
Beach with an ERA that 
hovered around 1.00, but 
received little attention 
fro.rt1 college programs. He ' 
did well in a tryout for 
Brevard Community 
College this spring, and 
after getting into Barry 
University,,was in commu-. 
nication \vi.th Barry coaches 
about walking· on at the D0 

II school. That's when his· 
· mother decided to get her 
son's name out as .much she 
could to let schools know 
about her son's· talents. A 
web site,~-IY.ill=
mont.illL~m was created 
with links to coach's e
mails. and Ellen began e
m11iling coaching staffs at 
different schools. When Lou 

made his choice to stay 
close to home for the first ·, 
two years, she was happy to 
have him so close, but more 
relieved she could stop 
acting as her sons recruit
ing agent. 

"My e-mail has been 
busy getting in touch witl1 
all the schools he was 
interested in," she said. "ll's 
a lot of work. I can see ~vhy 
people hire someone to be 
their recruiting agent." 

Viamontes velocity will be 
one of the big things he will 
work on at !HCC. He has 
been clocked at 90 miles 
per hour once, but says he 
usually throws around 88. 
13ut he was never consid
ered a strikeout guy, which 
is one of the things O'Brien, 
a former pitching coach, 
like aboutViamontes. 

"Lot's or these programs 
come in and tl1eir focus i~ 
on velodty, said O'Brien. ' 
"Give me a guy who can 
pitch at 87-88 with some 
movement and they can 
win." · 

Viarnontes will join otl1er 
area standouts on the IRCC 
roster next year as well. Port 
St. Lucie shortstop Andrew 
Durden committed to the 
school this fall, and So~1tl1 
Fork seniors Sean Tighe and· 

. Shawn Swarig~n followed 
suit this spring. One of_tl1e . 
biggest plusses forVia
montes might be that he 
won't have to get used to a 
_new catcher next year. 
Lincoln Park Academy 
·senior James Maltese, who 
is Viamontes' catcher on 
the Port St. Lucie Phantoms 
travel team, will also be a · · 
member of the River next 
year. 

That is just icing on the 
cake for O'Brien, who sees 
big things in the fut me for 
IRCC, and Viamonlcs being 
apart of it. 
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Indian River's Louw gets 
chance at Olympic goal 
Gideon Louw was· 
named to the South 
African preliminary 
Olympic squad 

BY ERIC PFAHLER 
eric.pfah1er@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Indian River 
Commw1ity Colle e swmllller 

1 eon ouw didn't think he 
could make it with the Pio
neers. 

Now, he could be swimming 
ii1 the Olympics. · 

Lauw was named to the 
South African preliminary 
Olympic squad and is vying to 
compete in the 50-meter, 100-
and possibly the 200- freestyle 
events for his cow1try. 

"When I first can1e here, and 
I saw ,the work we were doing, 
I didn't think I was going to 
make it," Louw said with a 

smile. "It was really, really 
hard. Now, I've grown so 
much mentally, physically, 
that I'm doing great now." 

The 19-year old 
came to IRCC as 
a freshman this 

~ year from Preto
ria, South Africa, 
after being re
cruited to come 

Louw to the school. He 
quickly devel

oped into a world-class swim
mer in his first year with the 
program after adapting to a 
tougher workout regimen. 
Louw's personaliti made it 
easier for him to adapt to life 
in Florida. 
. "He's a gentle giant," IRCC 
coach Frank Bradley said. 

That work peaked a month 
ago. Louw had his best marks 
at the Tellmm South African 
Nationals from April 10-16. He 
placed third with a time of 
22.95 seconds in tl1e 50. He also 

placed second in the 100 free 
with a time of 50.63. 

"It's amazing," Lauw said. 
"It's the first time that I've 
really done that well. I didn't 
expect to go that fast. It was 
quite smprising." 

At 6 feet 7, Louw has a lot of 
physical talent, tl1ough it . took 
work to improve, Bradley said. 

"The first time I watched 
him swim, I tl1ought he could 
be a world-class swinm1er," 
Bradley said. "The question 
was how quickly we could ,get 
him there." 

Louw received an e-mail 
about a week before the May 
14 news conference to an
nom1ce the tean1. He will swim 
again for Soutl1 Africa in the 
African Games beginning July 
12. Malcing the Olympics is 
an1ong his goals. 

"That's on tlle high end;" he 
said. 



Vero grad e1tjoys 
11ew role as starter 
Ross Partee was a reliever for Indian River 
Community College, but has done well as a 
starter this season for Armstrong Atlantic 

When Armstrong Atlantic 
Stale baseball player Russ 
Partee graduates frm,n college 
next year, there won't be 
much question about what 
career path he will take. 

The criminal justice major 
and former Vero Beach High 
School and Indian River 
Community College pitcher 

plans lo move 
back rrom Sa
vannah, Ga., lo 
Vero Beach and 
begin the police 
academy. 

"I've always 
Partee wanted to do 

that since I can 
remember," Parlee said. "I've 
just always wanted lo be tl1e 
policeman." 

But with that transition on 
the horiwn, Partee is in tl1e 
midst of a different type of 
change this season. 

Al mcc. Partee was a reg
ularly used relier pitcher. But 
when he went to NCAA Divi
si_on JI Annslrong Atlantic, 
111s coaches had · a different 
task in mind. 

"We change1l roles;· Arm
strong Atlantic head coach 
Joe Roberts said. "He was in 
the pen for (LHCC). But he's a 
weekend (starting) pitcher 
for us. which means he's in 
the conrerence rotation." 

Partee has adjusted well to 
his role in the rotation, as the 
scconrl best stmier on the 
teain with his 4!14 l~HA and 
6-4 record in 12 starts. 

"I probably like being a 
starter better," Parlee. "As a 
starter you can work your 
way into a bad situation, but 
you can work your way out 
of it. As a reliever you get 
thrown into other people's 
bad situations." 

Partee credits a lot or his 
success on and o!T the field to 
Mike· Easom, who stepped 
down as IHCC's head baseball 
co_ach last season with 1,036 
wms. the most of any junior 
college coach in Florida his
tory. 

"Coach Easom is probably 
the best conch I've ever 
played for," Partee said., "He 
just !mows so much about 
the game that it's hard not to 
learn sometl1ing from him." 

MAKING THE GRADE 
• Palm Beach Atlantic son: 

ball pitcher Ashley Jones 
(,Jensen Deach) wrapped up 
her season last week arnl was 
selected lo tl1e NCCAA Nl-A
merica first team. She also 
\WIS named team Rookie or 
the Year, aller posting a 
school-record 184 strikeouts 
ancl temn-high to wins. 

• Wan~er Southern pitcher 

ANDY 
VASQUEZ 
SPORTS ST/\FF 

John · Durham (Fort Pierce 
Central) pitched 2'½, innings 
of hitless relier, earning a 7-6 
win over Webber Interna
tional University. Durham 
has a 4-:J record· with a :J.:l5 
ERA and two saves this sea
son. 

• Florida Soutl1ern golfor 
Jackie Barenborg (Vero 
Beach) finished a team-best 
third overall -- leading her 
team to a first-place finish in 
the NCAA Division n South 
Regional - with a tlu-ee
round total of 224, including 
rounds of 71 and 73. 

Barenborg's teammate, 
Treslunan Connie Reed (l\!lar
lin County) finished 12th 
overall afler struting tl1e final 
round in 22nd position. Her 
final round of 71 was tl1e sec
oml lowest of the lourna
n_1ent, behind Barenborg. 

• Wru·ner Southern pitcher 
Urett Stanton (r'ort Pierce 
Central) allowed a hit and no 
runs in an inning of relief 
against Webber Internation
al. Stanton, who has a 4.07 
EHA, earned his fiflh save of 
tl1e season. 

• Warner Southern start
ing pitcher Dan fantini (Fort 
Pierce Central) allowed six 
hils and five nms in 31/., in
nings against Webber Inter
national. His team won 7-6 
with Fantini getting a no-de
cision. Fantii1i is 5-3 with a 
3.39 ERA this season. 

• Christina ,Jones (Martin· 
County) is headed lo the 
women's golf NCAA East Re
gional next week in 13aton 
Rouge, La. Jones, ranked 
87tl) nationally by Golfweek 
and ,'.8tl1 nationally by golf
stat.com, tied for 25th in her 
last regional appearance in 
2005. 

~ Eric Brewer (Vero Beach) 
recently was selected as a co
captain of the Brown Univer
sity football team. Brewer, 
who will be a senior next sea
son, was Brown's sec
ond-lead_ing tackler last year. · 

• Florida pitcher Uryan 
Augenstein (Sebastian River) 
allowed 10 hits and seven 
runs in 51/, innings a 17-6 loss · 
at Vanderbilt. Augenstein is 
4-5 with a 6.35 ERA this sea
son. 

• Hiram College baseball 
player Frank Liscio (Centen
nial)' went 1-for-4 with an run 
scored and an HIJI in an 8-7 
loss lo Oberlin College. Liscio 
is batting a team-high .351 
with 20 RBIs this season. 
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BASEBALL COLLEGE SIGNING 

IRCC adds Vero' s Sanchez 
Roberto Sanchez 
batted leadoff and hit 
.362 with 10 doubles, 
25 runs and 11 RBIs 

BY LAUREL SCHEFFEL 
laurel.scheffel@scripps.com: 

VERO BEACH - Vero Beach 
senior shortstop Roberto San
chez has a chance to play base
ball in college ancl still remain 
close to home. 

Sanchez signed to play at In
dian River Community College 
on Thursday. He likely will 
play second base for IRCC but 
could see time at shortstop as 

well. 
"Every time I met with 

coach (Bob) O'Brien, he and · 

Sanchez 

the coaching staff 
treated· ·me really 
well, and it's 
close to home so I 
can play in front 
of my family," 
Sanchez said. 
"This opportrn1i

ty means I can play at the next 
level, and it gives me a chance 
to play for a good program 
with a good history and a good 
coaching staff." · 

IRCC had been recruiting 
Sanchez, who also looked at 
Marshall University and a 
community college in Kansas, 

since he attended a camp there 
in December. He impressed 
m.CC's coaches throughout the 
high school season. 

Sanchez batted leadoff for 
the Fighting Indians and hit 
.362 this season with 10 dou
bles, 25 runs and 11 RBIs. 

"He was a ·genuine leader for 
us, being the captain of our in
field, and offensively he did an 
outstanding job," Vero Beach 
baseball coach Jeff Steinman 
said. "He is not the stereotypi
cal leadoff hitter but did a 
great job jump-starting the off
ense from leaclofI spot. 

"I think he is ready to com
pete at the next level, and we 
are excited to see what he 
does." 
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JUNIOR COLLEGE SOFTBALL 

Pio11e_ers fall iI1 to1Inley 
From slalf reports 

AUBURNDALE - The Indi
an River Con11nw1ity College 
soltball team's season came 
to a gut-wrenching end Sat
urday afternoon, losing two 
games in extra innings, each 
by a1-w1. 

'l'he Pioneers lost to Mi
ami-Dade 3-2 in eight in
nings, in a game continued 
from Friday afternoon, and 
lost to Brevard 3-2 in nine in
nings, ending their season in 
the Atlantic District Tourna
ment. 

Indian River trailed most 
of its game witl1 Miami-Dade, . 
but scored two runs in the 
bottom of the sbcth to draw 
even. But Miari1i-Dade's Jes
sica Hernandez homered in 
the top of the eighth to pro
vide the winning margin. 

In the second game, Indian 
River scored two runs in tl1e 
top of tl1e .first, but allowed 
Brevard back in the game in 
the bottom half of tl1e inning 
which ended in a 2-2 tie. Nei
ther team scored, tmtil Bre
vard's Kathryn Howell had a 
wallrnJI RBI single in the bot
tom of t11e ·nintl1, eliminating 
Indian River. 

Miami-Dade 3, 
Indian River 2 (8 inn.) 
Miami-Dade 020 000 01-3 8 1 
Indian River 000 002 00-2 4 1 
DeMello and Menendez. Silecchia and Battag• 
lia WP: DeMello. LP: Silecchia 2B: None. 3B: 
None. HR: Hernandez (MD). Jalm (IR). 

Brevard 3, 
Indian River 2 (9 inn.) 
Indian River 200 000 000-2 7 0 
Brevard 200 000 001-3 6 0 
Jalm. Silecchia (6) and Battaglia. Evans (9). 
Crane. Crawford (3) and Overby. WP: Craw
ford. LP: Silecchia 2B: None. 3B: None. HR: 
Mohl. 

Softball Camp: June 18-June 22, g 
a.m. -4 p.m., July 16-July 23, 9 a.m. -4 p.m., 

~ 3209 Virginia Avenue, Fort Pierce. $110. 
\l Girls, ages 6 through 13.Participants will 
~ le~rn softball fundamentals, improve 
~ skills. Games will be played everyday, as 
q) well as other sp~Iis such as soccer, kick-
3' ball, and swImmIng. Campers will be 
:rgrouped by age. "Parent's Participation 

~Day" to be conducted on Fridays. Con· 
t ~tact: Dale Atkinson, ~CC S.oflball Coach 
r-at (772) 462-7 410 or atkinso@ircc.edu. 

Please make a note that all registrations 
need to be made in the W building at the 
Cashier's Window. (Do not mail checks.) 



SOFTBALL ATLANTIC . 
DIVISION TOURNAMENT 
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IRCC's 
day: No 
hits, but 
I big run 
The Pioneers·prevail 
1-0 in the first round 
despit13 being no-hit . 

Frol'n slalI reports 
AUBURNDALE - The Indi

an River Community ~ 
lege softball team dtun t get 
1iiaiiy opportw1ities . on Fri
day afternoon. But the Pio
neers took advantage of the 
few they got, beating St. 

John's River 
1-0 despite be
ing· no-hit in 
the Atlaritic 
District Tom
nament. 

"That was a 
Atkinson strange one," 

Indian River 
·coach Dale Atkinson said. 
"I've been doing this a long 
time and that lhe first time 
I think lhat has 'ever hap
pened - for us or against 
us." 

Indian River's Andi Mohl 
walked in tlle fourth inning 
and Atkinson d~cided to 
pitch rw1 Lataja Lurry for 
Mohl. Lurry stole · second, 
was advanced to third on a 
sacrifice· bunt and ~cored 
on a wild pitch. 

"The biggest difference in 
the game was that we could 
run on their catcher and 
they couldn't nui on ours," 
Atkinson said. "We have 
good team speed, so every 
time • we got the chai1ce we 
took off on them." 

Richel Silecchia got the 
win, allowing four hits and 
no rw1s in a complete-game 
effort. 

Indian River's second 
game, against Miami-Dade, 
was postponed because of 
rain in the second inning 
with tlle Pioneers trailing 
1-0. 

The game is set to re
sume at 10 a.m. today. 

Indian River 1, 
St. Johns River o 
SL Johns River 000 000 0-0 4 2 
lndiilll River· 000 100 0-1 0 1 
Rawls, McCall (4) and Torres: Silecchia and 
B«ttaglia. WP: Silecchia. LP: Rawls. 28: 
None. 3B: None. HR: None. SB: Casis (IR) 2, 
Lurry (SJ). Records: Indian River 44· ll, Sl 
Johns River 26-29. 



Local sports · 
JUNIOR COLLEGE SOFTBALL STATE TOURNAMENT 

Indian River (44-12) looks for right flow 
Coach Dale Atkinson 
has relied ori more 
players this season 

BY ERIC PFAHLER 
eric.pfahler@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Indian River 
Community College softball 
coach Dale Atkinson enters 

this weekend's 
FCCAA/ NJCA.A 
Atlantic District 
softball tourna
ment without one 
important thing 
-a lineup. 

Atkinson "This is the 
first time I've ever headed into 
a tournament like this," Atkin
son said. "We don't really have 
a set eight kids to get behind 
our pitcher." 

The problem is a good one 
for Atkinson, whose Pioneers 
will play St. John's River Com
munity College at 2 p.m. Fri
day in the first round of the 
double-elimination tourna
ment. All of the games will be 
played at Auburndale Softball 

0 

INDIAN RIVER STATISTICS 

Batting 
AVG AB · R H SAC· 

Ashley Battaglia .330 100 11 33 2 
Andi Braswell .308 169 42 52 3 
Tatiana Casis .293 147. 22 43 0 
Stephanie Douthitt .308 13 · 1 4 o 
Erin Evans .833 6 7 5 0 

· Courtney Fales .345 142 21 49. 3 
Erin Ferber .167 U 3 2 0 
Mejjan.Flannery .500 2 1 1 o 
Lydia Fowler .368 70 11 27 1 
Lindsey Girouard .294 109 11 32 1 
Heather Hill .335 158 44 53 2 
Brittany Jackson .196 56 9 .11 2 
Kim Jalm · .317 164 29 52 2 
Kayla Ankiel .167 6 2 1 0 
Whitney Little 396 91 28 36 2 
Stephanie Mattes .288 80 17 23 3 
Andi Mohl 388 154 27 52 2 
Lurry Lataja 333 3 ·14 1 o 
Richel Silecchia .500 6 2 3 0 
Team 1488 302 . 476 23 351 

Pitching 

1B 2B 3B HR RBI 
26 6 1 0 9 
3612 2 226 
31 8· 2 2 16 
3 1 0 0 2 
2 2 1 0 5 
3981128 
2 o· 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 0 
2051118 
24 2 5 · 1 14 
3099539 
11 0 0 0 · . 3. 
4080436 
1 , 0 0 0 1 

35 1 0 0 7 
20 3 0 o. 5 
30 9 2 11 ' 61 
1 0 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 0 

74 24 XT m .320 

SO BB HBP 58 
2 1 0 2 
5 8 4 13 
9 10 0 3 
2 1 0 2 
0 0 0 0 
9 10 . 0 4 
4 1 ,0 1 
0 0 0 1 
4 6 l · 2 

14 5 0 4 
1919 012 
8 6 · 0 7 , 

11 18 0 1 
2 1 0 0 
1 2 0 37 
3 5 0 19 

18 20 0 2 
o · o 025 
0 0 0 1 

117 112 7 136 

W L ERA SI/ IP H R ER HR BB SO 
Richell Silecchia ' 
Lizzy Cashman 
Tatiana Casis 
Megan Flannery 
Erin Evans 
Team 

30 7 
7 3 
6 2 
1 0 
0 0 

44 12 

0.74 2 237 142 
2.42 0 55 47 
2.30 0 61 SO 
3.76 2 13 16 · 
7.00 0 2 4 
L39 ·4 368 · 269 

Complex in Auburndale. The . to. 

57 25 3 63 150 
29 19 4 9 18 , 
3020 02826 
10 7 1 4 6 
3 2 0 0 0 

129 . 73 8 104 200 

tournament will run through "There's a lot of teams out 
Sunday. · there that would be thrilled to 

IRCC (44-12) qualified by have our record," Atkinson 
winning its seventh straight said. "For us, ifs a little 
Southern Conference softball down." 
championship, but the team's Atkinson has relied on sev
record is not quite as good as eral different hitters and field
the Pioneers are accustomed ers. This season, 11 players 

0 

have more than 60 at-bats. No 
player has more than 175. 

"I think we'.re a little deeper 
in our position players," At- · 
kinson said. 

The pitching hasn't been as 
deep as the staffs that helped 
IRCC reach the national tour
nament each of the past five 
seasons. 

"This year we've had to do it 
with one main dominant pitch
er," Atkinson said. 

That pitcher is Richel Silec
chia, the lone member of the 
Pioneers' staff to record .an 
ERA lower than 1.00. Silecchia 
is 30-7 this season with a 0.74 
ERA, though Atkinson said he 
has had to monitor Silecchia's 
innings to ensure she would be 
fresh for the postseason. 

"She couldn't pitch every 
game," he_ said. "We couldn't 
take that one kid and march 

. her down there every game." 
The Pioneers have a lot of 

capable hitters to complement 
Andi Mohl, who leads IRCC 
with 11 home runs and 62 
RBIs, even if Atkinson · is not 
sure who else to put in the 
lineup. 

"I've never been in a tourna
ment like this," he said. 

. IRCC TIMELINE 

Since 2002 season 

2002: 62:7 .. National champion 
2003: 63-5 ...... 3-2 at nationals 
2004: 52-4 ... Third at nationals 
2005: 51-13. National runner-up 
2006:.57-13 .. Third at nationals 

FCCAA ATLANTIC 
DISTR.ICT 

Double-elimination , 

When: Friday-Sunday. 
Where: Auburndale Softball 
Complex, Auburndale 

FIRST ROUND . 
All games 2. p.m. Friday 
Santa Fe (46·6) · 
vs, Daytona Beach (28-17) 
St. Petersburg ( 43-16) 
vs. Tallahassee ('32,16) 
Indian River (43-11) 
vs. St. Joh·ns River (26-28) 
Florida CC-Jacksonville (35-25) 
vs. Miami Dade (37-19-1) 
• Winners and· losers meet in sec
ond-round games at 7 p.m. Friday. 
• The Atlantic winner meets.the Gulf , 
district winner for the state title; with 
both teams advancing to nationals. 
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Girls state basketball qualifiers draw 66 teams; 
Seven area schools will 
be sites for games 
involving players from 
fifth through 11th grades 

Martin County and Jensen 
Beach will play host to United 
States Specialty Sports Associ
ation girls basketball state 
qualifiers Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. 

They are two of the three 
area schools - Port St. Lucie 
is the other - that will con- · 
duct qualifiers for high-school 
aged players from ninth to 
11th grade. 

The tournament involves 66 
teams statewide. Four other 

G 

LISA RIDDLE 
SPORTS STAFF 

area high schools, including 
Fort Pierce Central, Fort 
Pierce Westwood, St. Lucie 
West Centennial and John 
Carroll, as well as Indian Riv
er Community College, will 
play host to girl tean'is from 
the fifth through eighth 
grades. 

The girls state champion
ship for ninth to 11th grades is 
May 25-27 in Tampa. The third
to eighth-graders will have 
their event June 1-3 in Gaines
ville. 

This weekend, adults will be 

REPORJ" STATIST..CS 

• Coaches in all sports are 
asked to report final statistics 
(including postseason). Fax-to 
1-866-447-3504 or e-mail to 
tcsports@scripp.com. 

charged $15 for weekend pass
es or $8 per day. Games start 
at 5:30 p.m. Friday. Saturday 
and Sunday contests begin at 9 
a.m. The last game on Satur
day is 7:30 p.m., and Sunday's 
last game is at 4:30 p.m .. 

"This is one of our largest 
numbers for girls teams we've 
had since I started doing it 
about ,lQ years ago," tourna
ment director Steve Ripley 
said. 

0 

. Teams that draw players 
from Martin County, Jensen 
Beach and Vero Beach High 
Schools will participate. 

Twenty Treasure Coast 
schools will play host to the 
USSSA state boys champion
ships for third to eighth 
grades, June 8-10. 

FOOTBALL SIGNEES 
South Fork fullback Chase 

Dickinson signed to play foot
ball for Birmingham Southern, 
and Martin County's Danny 
Lafleur signed to play for Web
ber International. 

"It's close. I want to stay in 
Florida," said Lafleur, who 
signed to play quarterback. "I 
think I'm going to get a chance 
to play as a freshman or sopho
more." 

Dickinson will play for Bir
mingham Southerh's first foot
ball team in more than 60 
years. 

"I think it will be a really 
great opportunity to be a pio
neer of a program and start 
something new," Dickinson 
said; 

FERTILE FIELD 
Martin County's football 

field will get some extra fertil
ization Saturday when a cow 
walks the field as part of a 
charity event to raise funds for 
Project Graduation for all ; 
three county high schools. The · 
field will be divided into a grid 
of squares, bought for $5 each, 
and wherever the bovine does 
its business, the owner of the . 
square wins $5,000. 



FLORIDA STATE LEAGUE ST. LUCIE METS th bUllt¥ 'zf/ua({- NPvS s-.,,2,/. v 7 

Petersen adjusting to role as utility player 
. i ' . 

The.former IRCC player hasn't been able to break 
into the starting lineup 

BY ERIC PFAHLER 
eric.pfahler@scripps.com 

PORT ST. LUCIE - After be
ing a midseason All,Star in the 
New .York-Pe1m League, St. 
Lucie Mets utility player Josh 
Petersen .has had trouble find_. 
ing at-bats in 2007. 

Petersen is a former Jupiter 
I;ligh School and Indian River. 
Conununity College player. He 
can play both corner infield 

positions and right field but 
has not fow1d a regular spot in 
the lineup after playing in 91 
games with the Mets a year 
ago. · 

"It's all right," Petersen said. 
"It's just a. little hard given 
tl1at I'm not playing as much 
as I thought I would." 

The 24-year-old has had mul
tiple-hit games three times in 
his first eight games in May, 

but he had only six stai;ts be
fore May 16. Still, Petersen has 
been able to get hits in limited 
appearances. He has a .283 bat
ting average with fotll' doubles 
and a triple. Last season, Pe• 
tersen struggled in Port St. Lu
cie with a .234 batting average. 

The adjustment .to serving 
as a .parHime player has been 
difficult for Petersen. 

"It's hard going in when you 
havei1't gotten an at-bat in two 
or three games," he said. "lt's 
a little hard to see a ball, get 
the timing down and all tl1at." 

Peterse1i, who resides in Ju
piter, has spent more than a 
year wit11 tl1e tean1 afier going 
to IR.CC. · 

''It feels like I've been here 
for a while," he said. , 

Petersen played winter ball 
in Fort Lauderdale to help stay 
in shape for the season, but 
that hasn't helped him get 
more playing tin)e. Port St. Lu
cie's infield features third 
baseman Dan Murphy and in
jured first baseman Nick 
Evans, both of whom are con
sidered prospects along 'with a 
talented outfield. That has 
made at-bats sparse for Peter
sen. 

"I came to spring training 
hitting all right,'' Petersen 
said. 'Tm just _not playing as 
much as I thought I would." 

NOTES: St. Lucie Mets short
stop - that's right, shortstop 
- Ryan Coultas has accom
plished a rarity. He's leading 

JOSH PETERSEN FILE 

fielder 

Age: 24 , 
Hometown: 
Palm Beach 
Gar.dens 
Position: First 
baseman, third 
baseman, out-

_ During y°our commute, 
what is your radio sta
tion of choice? Usually 95.5 
or 102.3. 
Do you listen to any 
sports radio? Not really, I 
don't know what stations those 
are. 
What was the last gocid 
movie you've seen at a 
theatre? I h_aven't seen one 
in awhile, but "Blood Diamond" 
with Leonardo DiCaprio, that 
was the last one I saw. It was 
a go9d movie. 

the team in batting average 
(.323) and ERA (0.00) after 
pitching two shutout innings 
in a 10·7, 13 inning victory 
over the Tampa Yankees on 
May 11. Coultas also scored the 
game-wilming nm after get
ti11g a single to left to lead olf 
the 13th, while earni11g the wil1 
in his first outing of the sea
son. ... In a 5-2 win over tl1e 
Palm Beach Cardinals on 
Wednesday, Jon Niese snapped 
a stri11g of five games in which 
a St. Lucie Mets starting pitch
er had not reached "the sb{th 
ilmi11g. 
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Carroll opponent 
has familic look · . c!!?,.f ,?eaJS 5-tr-07 

Clearwater Central 
. Catholic beat the Rams 
3-0 in a regional playoff 
last season 

BY ERIC PFAHLER 
. eric.pfah1er@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - John Car
roll's baseball team lost to 
Clearwater Central Catholic in 
a Region 3-3A seniifi.nal a year 
ago, and that was a Golden 
Rams team that had senior 

leadership, 
strong pitching 
and a ton of tal
ent all across the 
diamond. 

· Easom 

Colton Willems 
was a first-row1d 
pick in the Major 

League Baseball First-Year 
Player Drafl, and power hitter 
Y azy Arbelo also was drafted_ 
Chad Hardison went on to 
pitch at Indian River ·commu
nity Colle&e and catcher Chris 
Schaeffer 1s on scholarship at 
the University of Florida. 

When John Carroll takes the 
field against host Clearwater 
Central Catholic in tonight's 7 
p.m. Region 3-3A final, the 
Golden Rams (17-7) will have 
advanced further in the post
season than the 2006 team. 
And they have done it without 
starting a senior pitcher in the 
tomnament. John Carroll jun
ior T.J. Mullins will pitch to
night's game. 

So, mythical oddsmakers 
might be inclined to pick 
Clearwater Central Catholic 
(23-4), which routed Melbourne 
Central Catholic -'- a team that 
beat John Carroll three times 
this season - 11-1 in the Re
gion 3-3A semifinal. 

JC VS. CCC IV . 

This is the fourth time 
John Carroll and Clearwa

. ter Central Catholic wili 
. meet in the postseason · 

· 1979: Clearwater CC won 10-8 
in a Class 2A state semifinal. 
1997: John Carroll won 8-2 to 
win Class 2A, South I regional. 
2006: Clearwater CC won 3-0 
in Region 3-3A semifinal. 

"Without a doubt, oh yeal1, 
that's . for sme - (we're) big 
time underdogs," Jolm Car
roll's first-year coach Mike Ea
som said. 
· But all is not lost for Easom 

and his Golden Rams. 
John Carroll has outscored 

opponents 16-1 in two regional 
games and Easom says his 
team is playing with confi
dence. 

"I knew we had a bunch of 
guys that could scrap," se11ior . 
outfielder Jeff Eubank said. "I 
didn't have any doubt that we 
could do what • we've been · 
doing." . 

John Carroll has a long i1is
tory of baseball excellence. The 
school has three state baseball 
championships, but hasn't 
.made it to the state tourna
ment this decade. 

And if they do malrn it to the 
state finals, it will be an new 
experience for the entire team 
- Easom included. · 

"None of these guys have 
played in the state totmm
men t," said Easom, the 
long-time successful coach at 
IRCC who led his teams to two 
junior college world series ap- · 
pea.ranees. "They're just trying 
to carry on the tradition." 




