
,Heard does U-turn, . decides to help pay for road's fa:iid~piii'g 
By JASdN SCHULTZ Other commissioners and residents along 

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer Salerno Road criticized Heard last month 
STUART-After taking criticism for weeks when she said she would not contribute to the 

1 for not being willing to pitch in and help, gateway, a project designed to slow traffic and 
Martin County Commissioner Sarah Heard is beautify Salerno Road. Heard said at the time 
considering coming to the rescue of a belea- that the road project should have been paid for 
guered road project in her district. . with gas tax revenue and impact fees develop~ 

"There's been an c;1wful lot of heat on dis- ers pay. The issue led to a wider debate among 
, trict funds recently," Heard said. "Certainly I commissioners about how they use their dis-
am as responsive to hea~ as anybody else." trict funds. 

The commissioner said she is consider- Commissioners approved a scaled-down 
ing using part of her $1.9 million reserve of version of the gateway project without land-

1 district money to pay for the landscaping that scaping. County engineers estimated the 
is part of the Salerno Road Gateway project. landscaping would cost another $323,000. 
Commissioners get a pool of money every year Residents said the landscaping could be 

1
to spend on projects in thei_r districts. ~ restored if Heard contributed ruoney. Heard 

'I am as responsive to 
. heat as anybody else.' 

SARAH HEARD 
Martin County commissioner 

said she still thinks gas taxes should pay for 
the project but changed her mind about con
tributing because of how hard residents have 
worked to get it built. 

Heard said' that, if residents can get private 
money to pay for long-term maintenance, she 
will use her district fu.qds to pay to install a 

scaled-down version of the landscaping plan. 
"The maintenance funds were a deal 

breaker for me," Heard said. "But this is so 
important to the residents. If they are willing 
to pony up the maintenance costs, I am willing 
to pony up the district funds." 

Salerno Road resident Colleen Sample said 
she is happy that Heard is willing to contrib- • 
ute to the landscaping. A scaled-down version 
would be just fine, she said. 

Residents have talked to representatives 
of Martin Memorial Health Systems and J!J. 

ian River Communi C e about paying 
or e mamtenance costs, ample said. No 

agreements have been reached yet, she said. 
@ jason_schultz@pbpostcom 
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Hobe Sound man 
stabbed to death at 
card game, 38 

Libraries might lose a day a week 
Martin County's shrinking budget and early retirement 
buyouts could lead to shortened hours in a few months. 

By'JAS0N SCHULTZ 
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

STUART - Martin County 
residents have been hearing 
warnings for months that public 
services could be trimmed come 
October because of massive bud
get cuts. 

But library patrons may see 
the effects much sooner. · 

Originally, County Adminis
trator Duncan Ballantyne had 
proposed reducing the number 
of days library branches are open 
starting with the next budget 
year on Oct. 1. But so many li-

brary employees have accepted 
early buyouts to retire, branch 
hours may start to be cut within 
the next few months. 

'We're limping along right 
now, but we can't sustain it for 
much longer," County Library 
Director Donna Tunsoy said 
Thursday. "It will be sooner 
rather than later." 

The Blake Library in Stuart, 
the main branch, is open seven 
days per week, but would be 
closed on Sundays, Tunsoy said. 

All other branches except the 
Robert Morgade Library south of 
Stuart, which are open six days 
per week, would only be open 
five days per week. 

The Morgade Library is on 
Indian River Communi Co -
lege an , and t e county has an 
agreement with the college that 
requires keeping it open six days 
a week, Tunsoy said. 

The library department lost 
five full-time positions and five 
part-time positions last year, 

Tunsoy said. The county started 
offering employees early re
tirement buyouts last month to 
eliminate positions and save 
money because of an estimated 
$26 million in cuts neeqed to bal
ance next year's budget. 

So far, six library employees 
have taken early retirement. 
Tunsoy said she · no longer has 
enough employees to keep the 
branches on the same sched
ules. 

See LIBRARY, 7B ► 

Tunsoy 
'We're limping 
along' due 
to buyouts, 
director says. 

' I 



Talk of closings upsets commissioners . 
► LIBRARY from 1B 

"We're playing musical 
employees as it is," she said. 
''When you start losing your 
people, there is only so much 
you can do." 

County comm1ss1oners 
weren't happy to hear the 
news. 

Commissioner Lee Weber
man said the county could 
reduce pay and benefits of 
top executives to free money 
to rehire more librarians 
im~tead of closing branches. 
Commissioner Sarah Heard 
also said she would not sup
port reducing days of service 
for libraries and suggested 
pay cuts for county employ
ees. 

"I don't know how I could 

-;, •: 

support that," Heard said of 
the possible closings. "Our 
residents want us to cut our 
budget, but they do not want 
us to close parks and librar
ies." 

revenues, increased operaf
ing costs and Amendment 
1, the constitutional amend- , 
ment voters passed that re
duces the county's property 
tax revenues. 

Library patrons were 
not . happy with news of 
the possible reductions in 
days of service. Teacher 
Kelly Middleton said she can 
sometimes get to the Blake 
Library with her children 
only on weekends. Losing 
Sundays would give her kids 
less access to books and pro
grams. 

Middleton, who voted 
against the amendment, , 
questioned whether cuts to 
public services like libraries 
were really necessary. 

"It is Amendment 1 or is it 
just an excuse?" she asked. 

"It would limit our time," 
Middleton said. "I don't un
derstand why everything is 
being cut." 

Ballantyne said the coun
ty may have to make many 
other proposed cuts, such 
as closing smaller neighbor
hood parks, before Oct. 1. 

The cuts have come in re
sponse to sagging sales tax 

"We rwill be faced with a 
number of these choices," 
he said. "This is the new 
reality." 
@ jason_schultz@pbpost.com 

~1.'5e,1c:t+ ~ · 4~~~z;~ 
Martin libraries may lose 
days after losing workers 
THURSDAY: Martin County's shrinking 
budget and early retirement buyouts 
could lead to shortened hours at the 
county libraries within the next few . 
month~. The, Blake Library in Stuart, 
the mam branch, is open seven days 

a week now but would 
be close~ on Sundays, . 
county Library Director 
Donna Tunsoy said. All 
other branches, except 
the Robert Morgade 
Library south of Stuart 
which are open six da~ 
per week would be open 
five days per week. The 

Tunsoy Morgade Library is on 
Indian River Communio/ 

Colleg~ land, and the county has an 
a~eement ~ith the college that re
qmres keepmg it open six days a week 
Tunsoy said. · ' 
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Historic project needs tlJmis=e 
The Golden Gate Building awaits interior renovations. 

By JASON SCHULTZ 
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

Hurricane-resistant windows are go
ing in, new stucco is being applied and 
finishing touches on the outside of the 
renovated, historic Golden Gate Building 
should be completed by June. 

But the inside of the building is another 
matter. 

'We want to preserve the building and 
preserve our community," said Saadia 
Tsaftarides, a resident of Golden Gate, 
south of Stuart, and the self-proclaimed 
"godmother" of the building. 'We have 
everything all set up, except we don't have 
the money to build it" 

The $500,000 exterior renovations are 
well under way, but little money is available 

for work on the inside of the county-owned 
historic building so the public can use it as 
a library and community center. 

The county and a gf9Up of volunteers 
Tsaftarides organized still have to come 
up with at least $1.2 million to restore the 
inside and build an extension. Tsaftarides 
considers the rieed great. 

"This building is the anchor of Golden 
Gate. Period," she said. 

Much more work i,.; needed before it 
can reclaim its place as a community 
landmark. 

Harold Markey, the county's general 
services director, said the original 2,600-
square-foot building is too small to be us-

See GOLDEN GATE, 4C ► 

DAVID SPENCER/ Staff Photographer .... 
The Golden Gate Building, built in 1925, is undergoing renovations in 
hopes of converting it into a branch library and community center. 
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Future use as library also depends on funds for staffing . 
► GOLDEN GATE from 1c 
able and has no parking. 

The extension would add 
another 2,600 square feet and 
15 parking spaces as well as 
bathrooms, electricity and 
an elevator for handicapped 
accessibility to the second 
floor. 

Jeff Oris, the county's com
munity development director, 
said historic preservation 
grants the county acquired 
paid for only the outside of 
the building, not finishing 
the inside so it could be oc
cupied. 

The· grants helped the 
county repair a roof breached 
by hurricanes, replace rotted 
wood and build an interior 
metal structure to keep up 
the exterior walls, Markey 
said. 

"When the county .bought 
the building, it was absolutely 
destroyed," Markey said, 
describing the extensive 
repairs done during the past 
two years, 

Bonnie Landry; a county 
planner who handles historic 

preservation properties, said 
the plan is to use _the build
ing as a smaller version of a 
library branch, with limited . 
books and computers. Many 
neighborhood residents do 
not have transportation to get 
to the nearest library at .lndi
~ River Commun~ College 
west of U.S. 1., Lan ry said. 

The plans also call for two 
community meeting rooms 
in the building. 

With the county and state 
both facing massive budget 
cuts next year, Oris said he 
is not sure where all of the 
money for the building would 
come from. 

Landry said the commu
nity redevelopment area, a 
special district started by the 
county to capture property 
tax revenue for Golden Gate 
J?rojects, ~ay have about 
Sl00,000 available. 

Commissioner Susan Val
liere, whose district includes 
the building, has said she will 
step in and help. 

Commissioners get pools 
of money to spend in their 
districts, and Valliere had a 

'They've got a long way to go, 
but I wlll help as much as I can. 

... It is important to preserve 
the history 'of the community.' 

reserve fund of more than $1 
million as of Feb. 29. 

Valliere said she did not 
know how much she would 
give to the project but that 
she could not pay for all of it 
because she plans to help pay 
for parks and road improve
ments in her district. 

"They've got a long way to 
go, but I will help as much as 
I can," Valliere said. "Other 
people should step up to the 
plate as well. It is important 
to preserve the history of the / 
community." 

Tsaftarides said she hopes 
to come up with the rest of the 
money through a new group 
she founded called Friends 
of the Historic Golden Gate. 

SUSAN VALLIERE 
County commissioner 

The group hopes to use some 
of the money from Valliere to 
hold fund-raisers. 

''When it comes down to 
the nitty gritty, that woman 
(Valliere) is really the guard
ian angel for this commu
nity," she said. 

Tsaftarides has been so in
volved in the preservation of 
the building that she left her_ 

home during the 2004 hurri
canes to go check on it. 

She said she would focus 
on getting donations from 
businesses that stand to ben
efit from having the building 
fixed and used as a commu
nity center. 

"They need to shake their 
pockets and start putting in 
donations," she said. "I've got 
little old ladies sending me 
$20, but we've got companies 
with hundreds of employees 
not sending anything." 

If the volunteers and the 
county raise enough to fin
ish the Golden Gate Build
ing, they will have another 
hurdle. 

County Library Director 
Donna Tunsoy said she would 
like to use the building as 

another library location. But 
because of the recent loss of 
several library positions, she 1 

does not have the staff for 
another library. 

"Times would have to be , 
much better, and weti need 
some positions back," Tunsoy 
said. "I don't have the staffing 
right now." · 

Landry said she thinks 
business will be willing to 
contribute now that the out
side ,has been repaired, and 
that the money needed for 
the project will be found. 

"Now that it's not an eye
sore, people are going to be 
more willing to give," Landry 
said. "Between the county 
and the community; it will 
come." 
@ jason_schultz@pbpost.com 
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Plan would create 'biotech corridor' 
BY GEORGE ANDREASSI 
george.1!-ndreassi@scripps.com 

STUART - A proposal to es
tablish a research park on 
Cove Road prompted Martin 
County Commissioner Mi
chael DiTerlizzi to propose 
making the east-west thor
oughfare into a "biotech cor
ridor" to attract spin-offs 
from large facilities in Port 
St. Lucie and Jupiter. 

The County Commission 
gave preliminary approval 
Tuesday to Acom Develop
ment Corp.'s request to 
change 35 acres of rural land 
to the commercial-office resi
dential designation, which 
would set the stage for the 
Willoughby Research Park. 

The proposed change to the 
county's growth plan still 

faces review by the state De
partment of Community Af
fairs before coming back to 
the commission for final 
adoption in August. 

DiTerlizzi said the county 
should target Cove Road as a 
center for research and devel
opment so Martin County can 
lure companies that want to 
do business with Scripps 
F1orida and the Max Planck 
Society research institutes in 
Jupiter and with the Torrey 
Pines Institute for Molecular 
Studies and Oregon Health & 
Science Universities Vaccine 
and Gene Therapy in Port St. 
Lucie. 

"There are thousands of 
jobs coming into this area in 
bioscience," DiTerlizzi said. 
"Our people here in Martin 

County · deserve to share· in 
that bioscience explosion on 
the Treasure Coast and Re
search Coast." . 

Cove Road is just south of 
the Martin Memorial Hospi
tal South and the Chastain 
Campus of Indian River Com- -
munity College. 

Acom Development, based 
in Delray Beach, has pro
posed developing 19 lots for 
office buildings on a 35-acre 
site near the northwest cor
ner of Cove Road and Will
oughby Boulevard. 

"I think this is a great op
portunity for us to contem
plate and consider moving 
forward with facilities for life 
sciences and higher wage jobs 
without &ie county actually 
buying the ·land and building 
the facilities," DiTerlizzi said. 

Okeechobee News, Friday, April 18, 2008 

Earn college credits at IRCC 
· . ~,ke.e .. 7/e«Js -J',--,, f-z:;fr' ; 

while still in high school 
High school students can begin 

earning college credits at no cost 
while still in high school through 
dual enrollment, one of Florida's 
largest scholarship programs. 

Indian River Community Col
lege1 soon to be lndi!!n River 
College, is inviting area parents 
and their high school students 
to attend a free information ses
sion about dual enrollment at 
their nearest IRCC campus. All 
sessions will be held this week at 
6:30 p.m. 

The dates and locations are 
Monday, April 21, at Sebastian 
River High School Auditorium, 
9001 90th Avenue, Sebastian; 
Tuesday, April 22, at the Kight 
Center · for Emerging Technolo
gies, IRCC Main Campus off 35th 
Street in Fort Pierce; Wednesday, 
April 23, at the Dixon Hendry 

Campus, 222 N.W Ninth Avenue 
in Okeechobee; Wednesday, April 
23, Richardson Center at the Mu
eller Campus, 6155 College Lane, 
Vero Beach; Thursday, April 24, 
Wolf High-Technology Center at 
the Chastain Campus, 2400 S.E. 
Salerno Road, Stuart; Thursday, 
April 24, St. lucie West Campus, 
Room E-114, 500 N.W California 
Boulevard, Port St. Lucie. 

Dual enrollment classes are 
free and offered at times that are 
convenient for high school stu
dents' schedules. Credits earned 
through dual enrollment transfer 
to all Florida public universities 
and most universities nationally. 

Classes such as College Alge
bra and English Composition that 
cost approximately $400 in tuition 
and books at a state university are 
free for dual enrollment students. 

This is possible because the pro
gram is supported by the State of 
Florida to help high school stu
dents accelerate their progress 
toward a college degree. Addi
tionally, dual enrollment courses 
are weighted the same as Honors. 
Advanced Placement, and Inter
national Baccalaureate courses 
when high school grade point av
erages are calculated. 

At the information session, 
high school students will receive 
a coupon to take the ' College 1 

Placement Test (CPD for free. 
The CPT score the student earns 
is used for placement in college 
courses applicable to his or her 
career goals. 

For more information, call the 
IRCC Information Call Center toll
free at 1-866-866-4722. 
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Earn college credits while in high school I 
. . . O'h~.IJ~ 

. High s~hool students e3:n re IRCC UPDATE ca'n (866) 8,~722. 
gm earmng college credits at fY"1'HtHe-,t~~5' 
no cost through dual enroll- CHILDREN'S SHOWS 
ment, one of F1orida's largest Lucie The Spring Fine Arts Season 
scholarship programs. Dual enrollment classes are at IRCC will conclude with a 

Indian River Community offered at times convenient for Dance Composition perform
C~lle~, soon to be indian Riv- high school students' sched- ance and a children's perform
er Co ege, is inviting area par- ules. Credits transfer to all ance of Disney's "Mulan." The 
ents and their high school stu- F1orida public universities and Dance Composition recital will 
dents to a free information ses- most universities nationally. be presented by college stu
sion about dual enrollment at . Classes such as college alge- dents in the choreography 
their nearest IRCC campus. bra and English composition class, using theories and con
All sessions will be held at 6:30 · that cost about $400 in tuition cepts learned during the year. ' 
p.m. and books at a state university The show will be performed 

The dates and locations are: are free for dual enrollment Tuesday a~d Wednesday at 7 
• Monday, Sebastian River students. This program is sup- p.m. in the Wynne Black Box 

High School Auditorium, 9001 ported by the State of F1orida Theatre at the Main Campus. 
9oth Ave., Sebastian to help high school students Tickets are $5. 

• Tuesday, Kight Center for accelerate their progress to- "Mulan, Jr." will be per-
Emerging Technologies, IRCC ward a college degree. Addi- formed Friday and Saturday at 
Main Campus off 35th Street tionally, dual enrollment 7 p.m. and Saturday at 2 p.m. 
in Fort Pierce courses are weighted the same at the McAlpin Fine Arts Cen-

• Wednesday, Dixon Hendry as Honors Advanced ' ter at the Main Campus in 
Campus, 222 N.W. 9th Avenue Placement and International Fort Pierce. Tickets are $8. 
in Okeechobee Baccalaureate courses when 

• Wednesday, Richardson high school grade point aver- Purchase tickets at www.irc-
Center at the Mueller Campus, ages are calculated. c.edu or at the Box ·Office in 
6155 College Lane, Vero Beach At the information session, the McAlpin Fine Arts Center, 

• Thursday, Wolf High-Tech- high school students will re- 3209 Virginia Ave., Fort 
nology Center at the Chastain ceive a coupon to take the Col- Pierce, Monday through Fri
Campus, 2400 S.E. Salemo lege Placement Test for free. · day, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. or by 
Road, Stuart The CPT score the student phone with credit card. Call 

• Thursday, St. Lucie West earns is used for placement in (800) 220-9915 to reserve seats. 
Campus, Room E-114, 500 N.W. college courses applicable to 
California Boulevard, Port St. his or her career goals. Compiled by IRCC staff 



Register now for summer semesters , 
~~0.~ ~L "-I~ /tr/iUHe ,f-;:1.;,4(r' 

Summer is often the ideal 
time for Treasure Coast resi
dents to return to school for 
job training, GED preparation, 
professional development or to 
aGcelerate progress toward a 
college degree. Registration is 
now under way for the sum
mer semesters at Indian River. 
Community Colle~. Summer I 
\Vill begin May 6, and Summer 
II starts June 28. 

IRCC also offers free prepar
ation for the GED high school 
diploma exam, Adult High 
School and English as a Sec
ond Language instruction at 
locations throughout the four
county area. Students may pre
pare at the nearest IRCC loca-

. tion or take advantage of popu
lar online GED classes. Adult 
High School students earn 
high school credits, while ESL 
students improve reading, 
writing and speaking in Eng
lish. Students in the Adult Ed
ucation programs receive guid
ance in IRCC career training 
and college programs. 

Complete registration is at 

IRCC UPDATE 
the nearest IRCC campus or 

. online at www.ircc.edu. 

INTRODUCTION TO 
FORENSIC SCIENCE 

Beginning May 6, IRCC will 
offer Introduction to Forensic 
Science (CHS1510), focusing on 
the role of the forensic scien
tist at the crime scene. A field 
trip to the regional crime lab 
is planned, guest speakers will 
address specialized areas, and 
case studies such as the Ken
nedy assassination will be ex
plored. 

The course will meet on 
Monday through Thursday 
mornings at the Main Campus 
in Fort Pierce. , 

REAL ESTATE AND 
INSURANCE COURSES 

The real estate associate 
pre-licensing course will be of
fered on Tuesday and Thurs
day . this summer. Real Estate 
Principles, Practices & law 

. will be available at the Main 
Campus in Fort Pierce and the 

Mueller Campus in Vero 
Beach beginning May 6. The 
Sales Associate Exam Review 
will meet during the weekend 
of May 31 at the Main Campus: I 
There's a Life, Health, & Varia
ble Annuity pre-licensing 
course on Fridays and Satur
days from May 8-24 in Fort 
Pierce. 

NUCLEAR MEDICINE 
TECHNOLOGY 

Radiologic technologists 
. ready to move to the next level 
in their career are invited to 
apply to the IRCC Nuclear 
Medicine Technology program. 
Participants in the one-year 
certificate program learn how 
to combine chemistry, physics, 
computer technology and med
icine to use radioactivity to di
agnose and treat disease. 

Financial aid and schol
arships are available, and 
IRGC is now accepting applica
tions. The application deadline 
is May 16. 

Call (866) 866-4722. 

Compiled by IRCC staff 
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JEFFERSON AWARDS FOR PUBLIC SERVICE 
A Program of the American Institute for Public Service 

Tender-hearted Scott Van Duzer will represent Treasure 
Coast at National Jefferson Awards in Washington DC 
By Wendy Dwyer 
luminaries@scripps.com 

Name: Scott Van Duzer 
Age:41 
Town: Fort Pierce 
Why he won: For his many contributions to the 
community, including the Van Duzer 
Foundation, which provides emergency 
financial assistance to families in crisis. 

Helping families in need is a trait that 
Scott Van Duzer hopes to pass on to his 
children. 

Scott is a muscle-head on the outside, 
but is a giant teddy bear on the inside. The 
owner of Big Apple Pizza, across from 
Indian River Community College in Fort 
Pierce, has a heart as big as all of St. Lucie 
County. While he chooses not to align 
himself with one particular charity, his 
tender heart and outgoing personality have 
somehow· acted as a magnet, attraeting the 
big man to individuals and families in big 
need in the community. 

When a local firefighter's home burned , 
Scott opened the doors of his restaurant for 
a benefit, with all the proceeds of a brisk 
day's business benefiting the family. When 
a local nurse faced overwhelming health
related expenses, he again donated the 
entire day's restaurant receipts to help ease 
the burden on her family. In July 2007, 
Scott organized a golf tournament to 
benefit the children of a deceased Fort 
Pierce Police Officer. Though he'd never 
attempted anything like that before, more 
than $22,000 was raised. 

Scott hosts a monthly pizza party for 
Save the Chimps, a rescue facility west of 
Fort Pierce. He prepares specialty pizzas 
for the chimps and their caregivers. 
According to Dr. Carole Noon, executive 
director of Save the Chimps, it's the most 
popular meal of the month at the rescue 
facility. Though hardly anyone knows it, he 
generously supports the facility financially, 
and acts as a liaison and coordinator for 
gathering supplies the facility would likely 
not otherwise have acc~ss to, like fire hoses 
that can no longer be used by the 
firefighters help provide shade for the 
chimps. The unofficial word at Save the 
Chimps is that Scott's "twin brother 
separated at birth" is Garfield, a beloved 
chimp resident at Save the Chimps - the 
resemblance is uncanny. 

He doesn't like to talk about all he does 
for local Little League teams, school 
functions , lunch programs and meals before 
games. Scott donates time and funds to Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, hosting pizza-making 
parties to help 'Bigs' and 'Littles' bond and 
learn together. He'll be hosting a family fun 
day towards the end of the school year to 
reward children for working hard and 
focusing on their studies. In the restaurant, 
a three-foot bone is rapidly filling with 
customer donations that will help save the 
lives of abandoned animals through Dogs & 
Cats Forever. 

Scott, who lives in St. Lucie West with 
his wife, Dawn, the couple's three children, 

two Shih Tsus and a ferret, is in the process 
of creating a foundation that will allow him 
to assist families in the community who are 
lil CflSIS. 

"I love St. Lucie County," Scott says. 
"This is my community and I want to do 
what I can tq make it a great place. My 
passions are pizza and people ... and I guess, 
actually- chimps, too." 

A unique nominee for the Jefferson 
Award, Scott is truly a giant of a man with a 
big heart and a soft spot for this 
community. 

A personal story about Scott Van Duzer, by 
Wendy Dwyer. 
My beloved dog, Leo, died last month, after 15 
years as the only "baby" I'll ever have. I was 
devastated, and the weeks prior to his death 
were horrible for me. I tried to cover up my 
sadness in public, but I know Scott could see it 
and it bothered him that I was so down. When 
it became clear that there was not going to be a 
miracle rally for Leo this time around, Scott 
asked me to e-mail him a photo of Leo so he'd 
know what my dog looked like and why I was 
so sad. Two days after Leo died, Scott presented 
me with a pizza box. Inside it was a gorgeous 
pastel on suede portrait of my beloved Leo. 
Scott had commissioned an artist and gave me 
a lasting tribute that perfectly captures Leo's 
regal carriage and incredibly intelligent and 
unique personality. That's the kind of person 
Scott is. I am so fortunate to have someone like 
that in my small circle of friends. 
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IRCC wins award from national groQ.p , 
BY R.J. HARRINGTON 
Correspondent 

FORT PIERCE - Indian Riv
er Community College has 
won recognition from a na
tional education group for its 
successful efforts to enhance 
the college's culture to foster 
change. 

The first-place award from 
the National Council of In
structional Administrators · 
recognizes outstanding ways 
to enhance the quality of high
er education at two-year insti
tutions in the United States. 

The entry, "Sustainable 

Change - It's About the Cul
ture" was submitted by Jen
sen Beach resident Christina 
Hart, an associate vice presi
dent at IRCC. 

"Although these changes in 
the educational culture came 
about from the folks in the 
trenches, it was really the 
leadership of Dr. Massey 
(IRCC President Edwin R. 
Massey) that made this possi
ble,"Hart said. 

· The changes to which Hart 
referred include greatly en
hanced communication be
tween in~ividuals and depa,rt- · 
ments and a greater openness 

to new ideas. 
Although he could not be 

reached Thursday, a news re
lease quoted Massey as say
ing, "Our goal was to leap 
from good to great by opening 
lines of corrimunication, chal
lenging the status quo, and 
fostering creative problem 
solving by all employees. 

"The award acknowledges 
our ongoing cultural enl}ance
ment initiative as an exem
plary model for higher educa
tion," he said. 

Hart credited an initiative, 
known as Jumping the Curve 
with IRCC offering four-year 

' I 

degrees which began this Jan
uary. 

While in Philadelphia last ' 
week to accept the award on I 
behalf of the college, Massey 
received additional recogni
tion · when he was given the 
·Shirley B. Gordon Phi Theta 
Kappa Leadership Award 
from the international honor 
society. r 

The award is given annual
ly for administrators' who 
have "provided extensive sup
port for their colleges' Phi 
Theta Kappa chapters," in
cluding scholarships for the 
honor society's members. 
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Fla. moves forward 
on new state system 

TALLAHASSEE (AP) - A plan to pro
d~ce more low-cost, four-year degrees in high
need areas such as nursing and teaching _is 
moving forward in the Florida legislature. 

Lawmakers want to reorganize the state's 
28 community colleges into a new state 
college system, from which some regional · 
colleges would begin offering a wide range 
of targeted workforce-focused degrees. The 
plan was approved in March by the state 
Senate Committee on Higher Education. 

The House is developing a similar plan. 
"I think as we move forward, seeking 

affordability and access to higher educa
tion bachelor's programs, the state college 
system is a great way to move," said House 
speaker-elect Ray Sansom._ 

In addition to those bills, language to cre
ate a state college system is also included in 
a proposed state constitutional amendment 
on education. Only eight of Florida's public 
two-year colleges offer bachelor's degrees. 

A state system could organize. those ef
forts and fill gaps-many of them geograph
ical-in the higher education system, said _ 
state Rep. Joe Pickens, who is handling the 
bill on the House side. He said he expects 
four or five regional state colleges to emerge 
in areas where there is an "identified need 
for workplace oriented, workforce-oriented 
baccalaureate degrees." 

Other colleges could still offer more limited 
degree programs directed at local needs. 

"Rather than it emerging on its own, !think 
we would _like to see the other ones emerge 
with a large geographical region than just 
what their current service area is as a com
munity college," said Pickens, who chairs the 
House Schools and Learning Council. 

The colleges would be prohibited from 
offering master's degrees and could not 
participate in four-year athletic programs. 
They would have to maintain their pri-

mary function of providing easily acces-
sible associate degrees. . 

The plan would create a task force of 
. eight community college presidents to be 

appointed by the state education commis
sioner. It would also create a state college 
pilot program comprising St. Petersburg 
College, Okaloosa-Walton College and 
Indian River College. _ 
1 I he task force and colleges o/ould work 
together to recommend guidelines for bach
elor's degree programs and state college ap
proval. It also would identify geographic and 
academic areas of need and propose a model 
for paying for the colleges in the system. 

The group would make recommenda
tions for the system by Feb. 1-prior to the 
2009 legislative session, when lawmakers 

. would be asked to act on them. 
"We are clearly in a system of transition, in 

that regard," said Will Holcombe, chancellor 
of the community college system. "This bill, I 
think, does a good job of helping us redefine 
our system without losing the most important 
parts that have made us where a majority of 
un~ergraduates in Florida go to college." 

Daytona Beach Community College 
(DBCC) received approval in 2005 to of
fer a bachelor's degree in supervision and 
management. About 400 students are now 
enrolled in the program. 

DBCC President Kent Sharples said he 
thought a state college system would give col
leges a stronger voice in the state capital. 

Funding questions were the only ones to 
slow the plan's movement through the state 
Senate Committee on Higher Education. 

"The problem is going to come when 
these new colleges start vying against the 
university system for funding that the uni
versity system is getting, predicated on the 
fact that they are baccalaureate-awarding 
institutions," said state Sen. Jim King. 



Follow Florida politics at 
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Day 45 Session runs through May 2 

IRCC set to drop 'community' from name 
A bill allowing the name change 
has passed both chambers and 
needs only Crist's signature. 

By KIMBERLY MILLER and DWAYNE ROBINSON 
Palm Beach Post Staff Writers 

TALLAHASSEE - "Indian River Col
lege" is a pen stroke away from reality. 

The House approved the legislation 
Friday allowing Indian River Commy
nity Colle!!:e to reflect its new status as 
an accredited institution with four-year, 
bachelor's degree programs. 

The legislation (HB 1716)., which 
drops "community" from its name, now 
heads to Gov. Charlie Crist 

The Senate adopted the bill Wednes
day. 

Several community colleges have al
ready changed their titles to reflect their 
new bachelor degree-granting prowess, 
including Miami Dade College and Edi
son College in Fort Myers. 

In January, Indian River Community 
College began offering nine bachelor's 
degrees to about 530 students in areas 
such as nursing, education, health-care 

2002 Palm Beach Post file photo 

Students chat at IRCC. The college wants a 
name that reflects its four-year degrees. 

management and public safety adminis
tration. 

School officials there said students 
were concerned about what would ap-

pear on their diplomas - Indian River 
Community College or Indian River 
College - and how the "community" 
would look, especially to employers from 
outside of Florida. 

"We wanted students to have a degree 
that they would not have to explain or 
justify," said Mary Locke, vice president 
of instructional services at IRCC. "The 
degree should be self-evident that it 
came from a four-year college." 

IRCC trustees voted unanimously 
in September to remove "community" 
from the school's name. 

Palm Beach Community College, 
which earned its bachelor's degree 
accreditation from the State Board of 
Education in supervision and manage
ment in February; may not take the same 
route. 

"Though other institutiqns are doing 
so, we will not pursue a name change 
at this point in time," PBCC President. 
Denis Gallon said. ''A change of this 
importance requires careful reflection 
and analysis. We need to look at all of the 
ramifications of that change and discuss 
the issue with our internal and external 
publics." 
@ kimberly_miller@pbpost.com 
@ dwayne_robinson@pbpost.com 



Area schools offer various degrees, continuing education~! 
·Barr.y University Harbor Branch Oceanographic continuing education (877) 903-8367 www.fmu.edu/ and south of Kanner Hwy. '/-'-t..o&' 
Bachelor's and graduate degrees Institution Indian River Research and Education (772) 221-9799 (866) 86-GO-MED 
337 S.E. Port St. Lucie Blvd. Contact Indian River Community Col- Center Keiser University www.medvance.edu 
Port St. Lucie lege for aquaculture classes · Institute of Food and Agricultural Sci- Bachelor's, associate's and master's 

Webster University 
Graduate degrees 

(772) 871-8000 www.barry.edu Contact Florida Atlantic University for ence:s, 2199 S. Rock Rd. degrees 

Florida Atlantic University 
Bachelor's and graduate degrees and 
continuing education 
Joint Treasure Coast Campus with 
IRCC 
500 N.W. California Blvd. in St. Lucie 

· West (772) 873-3300 
www.fau.edu/northern/psl , 
FAU John D. MacArthur Campus 
5353 Parkside Dr., Jupiter 
(561) 1'99-8697 
www.fau.edu/northern/jupiter 

marine science classes Fort Pierce (772) 468-3922 ext.148 Port St. Lucie Campus 

lndlan River Community College 
°ASsociate's degrees, career certifi
cates, adult and continuing education 
Campuses throughout the four coun
ties 
Main campus: 3209 Virginia Ave. 
Fort Pierce (866) 866-4722 
.www.ircc.edu 

University of Florida 
Bachelor's and graduate degrees and 

www.irrec.ifas.ufl.edu 10330 S. US 1 at Jennings Road in the 

Florida Institute of Technolog_y 
Bachelor's and graduate degrees 
150 W. University Blvd. 
Melbourne, FL 32901 
(321) 674-8000 www.tit.edu/ 

Florida Metropolitan University 
, Bachelor's and graduate degrees 

2401 N. Harbor City Blvd 
Melbourn~, FL 32935 

Marketplace Plaza (772) 398-9990 
'http:/ /www.keisercollege.edu/psl.htm 
Keiser Melbourne Campus 
900 S. Babcock St., Melbourne, FL 
32901 ( 321) 409-4800 

MedVance Institute 
Allied health diploma and assodate de
gree programs 
Stuart campus 
851 S.E:. Johnson A~enue, east of U.S. 1 

Space Coast Metropolitan Campus, -
Merritt Island at Northrup Grumman 
150 North Sykes Creek Parkway 
Merritt Island, FL 32953 ' 
(321) 449-4500 
www.webster.edu/spacecoast/ 
Webster Palm Bay Classroom Center 
at Brevard Community College 
250 Community College Parkway 
Palm Bay, FL 32909 (321) 956-6700 

Not all schools are included. Also 
. check listings in the local phone book. 

Area schools off er various degrees, continuing ed~!ti2D ... i1~ 
Barry University Harbor Branch Oceanographic continuing education (877) 903-8367 www.fmu.edu/ and south of K,mner Hwy. -

Bachelor's and graduate degrees Institution Indian River Research and Education (772) 221-9799 (866) 86-GO-MED 

337 S.E. Port St. Lucie Blvd. Contact Indian River Community Col- Center Keiser University www.medvance.edu 

Port St. Lucie lege for aquaculture classes Institute of Food and Agricultural Sci- Bachelor's, associate's and ma~ter's 
Webster University (772) 871-8000 www.barry.edu Contact Florida Atlantic University for ences, 2199 S. Rock Rd. ~ degrees 

marine science classes Fort Pierce (772) 468-3922 ext.148 Port St. Lucie Campus Graduate degrees 

Florida Atlantlc University www.irrec.ifas.ufl.edu 10330 S. US 1 at Jennings Road in the Space Coast Metropolitan· Campus, 
Merritt Island at Northrup Grumman 

Bachelor's and graduate degrees and Indian River Commun!n! College 
Florida Jnstltute of Technolog_y 

Marketplace Plaza (772) 398-9990 150 North Sykes C_reek Parkway 
continuing education Associate's degrees, career certifi-- http:/ /www.keisercollege.edu/ psl.htm Merritt Island, FL 32953 
Joint Treasure Coast Campus with cates, adult and continuing education Bachelor's and graduate degrees Keiser Melbourne Campus (321) 449-4500 
IRCC Campuses throughout the four coun- 150 W. University Blvd. 900 S. Babcock St., Melbourne, FL www.webster.edu/spacecoast/ 
500 N.W. California Blvd. in St. Lucie ties Melbourne, FL 32901 32901' (321) 409-4800 Webster Palm Bay. Classroom Center 
West (772) 87.3-3300 Main campus: 3209 Virginia Ave. (321) 674-8000 www.tit.edu/ 

MedVam;e Institute 
at Brevard Community College 

'IJWW.fau.edu/northern/psl Fort Pierce ( 866) 866-4 722 · 250 Community College Parkway 
FAU John D. MacArthur Campus www.ircc.edu Florida Metropolitan University Allied health diploma and associate de- Palm Bay, FL 32909 (321) 956-6700 
5353 Parkside Dr., Jupiter Bachelor's and graduate degrees gree programs 
(561) 799-8697 University of Florlda . 2401 N. Harbor City Blvd Stuart campus Not all schools are included. Also 
www.fau.edu/northern/jupiter Bachelor's and graduate degrees and Melbourne, FL 32935 851 S.E. Johnson Avenue, east of U.S. 1 . check listings in the local phone book. 

-------- ~ 
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Brogan and FAU 
high fliers 

Impact of university on Treasure Coast 
has grown during president's first five years 

W hen Frank Brogan became president five years ago, 
Florida Atlantic University was searching for ari 

. identity in a state where other institutions of higher 
learning had as proud and loyal supporters as any in the na
tion. 

It wasn't so much that Boca Raton-based F AU had a poor 
reputation - though there was some of that. It was µiore 
that the largely commuter school had almost no reputation, 
especially outside South Florida. . 

Under Brogan's leadership, though, FAU - its sports 
teams are called the Owls- has spread its wings and today 
is soaring to heights that would have seemed. improbable. 

Consider, for example, that just within the past few 
months, the school has garnered national attention by host
ing a presidential candidate debate, and its fledgling football 
program won the school's first bowl game. 

Coupled with a rapidly-growing enrollment and a much
improved academic standing, FAU is clearly on .the right 
path. 

Nowhere, hovvever, has the influence ofFAU had a great
er impact than on the Treasure Coast. 

Enrollment at the growing FAU campus sha:red with.!!!:.., 
dian River Community College in Port St. Lu
~ie has been increasing at an unpressive pace. 

Its partnership with the Torrey Pines Insti
tute for Molecular Studies was key to attract-
ing the biotech firm to the Florida Center for 
Innovation at the Tradition development in 
southern St. Lucie County. 

- I 

Brogan 
That success, in turn, was important to the 

successful recruitment of the Oregon Health 
and Science University's Vaccine and Gene 
Therapy Institute and the Mann Research Cen- , 
ter, also at the Florida Center for Innovation. 

The partnership with Torrey Pines has in
McPherson eluded the use of FAU's new marine science 
center at Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution until 
FAU competes its own facility at Tradition. 

And, under Brogan's leadership, and his partnership 
with others, FAU acquired the nationally-respected, but fm
ancially strapped Harbor Branch. 

I 

I 

FAU's involvement in turning the Treasure Coast into 
Florida's Research Coast cannot be overestimated. And, 
F AU's partnerships in Palm Beach County with the Scripps 
Research Institute and Germany's Max Planck Institute 
have been instrumental in laying the foundation for a ma
jor biotechnology corridor along Interstate 95. 

The· role of Florida 

Atlantic University on 

the Treasure Coast 

has been enhanced by 

the decision of FAU 

trustees, following a 

national ·search, to 

name Vero Beach 

resident and longtime 

St Lucie County 

educator Gerri 
r 

McPherson as FAU 

vice presiden~ for the 

Treasure Coast 

The role ofFAU on the 
Treasure Coast has been 
enhanced by the decision 
of F AU trustees, following 
a national search, to name 
Vero Beach resident and 
longtime St. Lucie County 
educator Gerri McPherson 
as FAU vice presidJnt for . 
the Treasure Coast. 

A former principal of 
Lincoln Park Academy, 
which during her tenure 
was named one of the top 
two dozen high schools in 
the nation by the Washing
ton Post, and an assistant 
superintendent of the St. 
Lucie County School Dis
trict, McPherson well 
knows the people of the 
Treasure Coast and their 
educational goals. 

Brogan and McPherson 
have been an excellent 
team for the Treasure 
Coast and FAU. 

Although Brogan had been a teacher and the superinten
dent of schools in Marfin County and a former state educa
tion commissioner, he was lieutenant governor under Jeb 
Bush when he was selected president of FAU. For that rea
son, some believed the position would be used as a stepping 
stone for his political career and he. may have coasted 
through his tenure. 

Brogan has shown the skeptics wrong. He has been just 
what F AU needed to transform itself. 

He has laid a new foundation for FAU's future. 

'Five.years as president now and counting. We're hope-
. ful, perhaps a little selfishly, that there are many years and 
many successes ahead. 
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Brogan and FAU 
high fliers 

Impact of university on Treasure Coast 
has grown during president's first five years ·w heh Frank Brogan became president five years ago, 

Flor,ida Atlantic University was searching for an 
identity in a state where other institutions of higher 

learning had as proud and loyal supporters as any in the na
tion. 

It wasn't so much that Boca Raton-based F AU had a poor 
reputation ~ though there was some of that. It was more 
that the largely commuter school had almost no reputation, 
especially outside South Florida. 

Under Brogan's leadership, though, F~U - its sports 
teams are called the Owls - has spread its wings and today 
is soaring to heights that would have seemed improbable. 

-Consider, for example, that just within the past few 
months, the school has garnered national attention by host
ing a presidential candidate debate, and its fledgling football 
program won the school's first bowl game. 

Coupled with a rapidly-growing enrollment and a much
improved academic standing, F AU is clearly on the right 
path. 

Nowhere, however, has the influence ofFAU had a great
er impact than on the Treasure Coast. 

Enrollment at the growing FAU campus shared with In
dian River Community CoUei~ in Port St. r:;
cie has been increasing at an impressive pace. 

Its partnership with the Torrey Pines Insti
tute for Molecular Studies was key to attract
ing the biotech firm to the Florida Center for 
Innovation at the Tradition development in 

Brogan southern St. Lucie County. 
That success, in turn, was important to the 

successful recruitment of the Oregon Health 
and Science University's Vaccine and Gene 
Therapy Institute and the Mann Research Cen
ter, also at the Florida Center for Innovation. 

The partnership with Torrey Pines has in
McPherson eluded the use ofFAU's new marine science 
center at Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution until 
FAU competes its own facility at Tradition. 

And, under Brogan's leadership, and his partnership 
with others, FAU acquired the nationally-respected, but fin
ancially strapped Harbor Branch. 

FAU's involvement in.turning the Treasure Coast into 
Florida's Research Coast c~nnot be overestimated. Ann, 
FAU's partnerships in Palm Beach County with the Scripps 
Research Institute and Germany's Max Planck Institute 

· have been instrumental in laying the foundation for a ma
jor biotechnology corridor along Interstate 95. 

· The role ofFAU on the 
The role of Florida Treasure Coast has been 

A l U • • enhanced by the decision 
t antic mversity on ofFAU trustees, following 

the Treasure Coast 

has been enhanced by 

the decision of FAU 

, trustees, following a 

. national search, to 

name Vero Beach 

resident and longtime 
' St Lucie County 

educator Gerri 

McPherson as FAD 

vice president for the 

I .. Treasure Coast 

a national search, to name 
Vero Beach resident and 
longtime St. Lucie County 
educator Gerri McPherson 
as F AU vice president for 
the Treasure Coast. 

A former principal of 
Lincoln Park Academy,. 
which during her tenure 
was named one of the top 
two dozen high schools in 
the nation by the Washing
ton Post, and an assistant 
superintendent of the St. 
Lucie County School Dis
trict, McPherson well 
knows the people of the 
Treasure Coast and their 
educational goals. 

· Brogan and McPherson 
have been an excellent 
team for the Treasure 
Coast and FAU. 

Although Brogan had been a teacher and the superinten
dent of schools in MaI"tin County and a former state educa
tion commissioner, he was lieutenant governor under Jeb 
Bush when he was selected president ofFAU. For that rea
son, some believed the position would be used as a stepping 
stone for his political career and he may have coasted 
through his tenure. 

Brogan has shown the skeptics wrong. He has been just 
what FAU needed to transform itself. 

He has laid a new foundation for FAU's future. 

Five years as president now and counting. We're hope
ful; perhaps a little selfishly, that there are many years and 
many successes ahead. 



Medical Lab Technology at IRCC 
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Individuals looking for a great 
career in a Health Science field 
should attend a FREE Informa
tion Session. Find out about the 
tremendous opportunities in the 
field of Medical Lab Technology 
and learn how Indian River Com
munity Collegg prepares students 
for rewarding careers in Health 
Science. In observance of Nation
al Medical Laboratory Profession
al Week, an infdrmation session 
will be held on Thursday April 
17 at 4 p.m. in the Mary L. Fields 
Health Science Building atrium. 

Every day, laboratory profes
sionals perform tests, interpret 
results and provide answers for 

a complete picture of a patient's 
health. 

The Medical Laboratory Tech
nology (MLT) Program leads to 
an. A.S. Degree and eligibility to 
take the national certification 
MLT- ASCP and MT-AAB exams 
which enable the student to work 
as a technologist in the State of 
Florida. The MLT Program can 
be completed within two years 
and consists of fifty percent class
room instruction and fifty percent 
lab practice. Students accepted in 
the MLT Program receive a well
rounded general college educa
tion with a strong foundation in 
medical technology. The medical 

technologist performs a wide va
riety of clinical laboratory tests on 1 

blood specimens using sophisti- 1 

cated computer technology. Rou- ' 
tine tests include: complete blood 1 

count (CBC), . type and cross
match, cholesterol and glucose. 1 

The median income for a Med- 1 

ical Laboratory Technologist in , 
I 

the quad county area of $24.28/hr \ 
and the MLT job market will grow 
23% by 2017. . 

For more information on Med- ! 
ical Laboratory Technology and I 
other related careers in the Health 1 

Science Field, call 1-866-866-4 722 
or visit www.ircc.edu. 

Health Science program,~}J!,l!\~~ 
Individuals looking for a great is a perfect opportunity. to learn ing patient medical histories and 

career in a Health Science field more about a growing healthcare symptoms examination results 
s.hould a~tend .a FREE Informa- field with a wide range of career X-ray reports lab tests diagnose~ 
t1on Session. Fmd out about the paths. , ' ' . 
tremendous opportunities in Upon completion of this two- and treatment plans. Acco.rd.mg 
the field of Health Information year program, graduates earn an to the Bureau of Labor Stat.1s~1cs, 
~anag~ment and le~n how ~ Associate in Science degree in ~mployment for HIM techmc1ans 
d1an River Community College Health Information Management ts expected to grow by 28 percent 
prepares students for rewarding (HIM) and are eligible to take the in the state of Florida by 2017. , 
careers in Health Science. The Registered Health Information The HIM Medical Coder/Biller can , 
lnf~n;nation Sessi.on is Tuesday Technician (RHIT) examination. expect a median salary of $12.31 I 
Apnl 8, at 4 p.m, m room H-307. Students can also obtain a college er hour · 
The Health Information Manage- credit certificate in the Medical In- p · . . I 
ment information session, is held formation Coder/Biller program. For more .mformatton on 
in recog~ition ?f National Heal.th HIM technicians play an impor- Health Information Manag~ment / 
Information Privacy and Secunty tant role in the organization, pro- and other related careers m the 
Week "Confidential is Essential - cessing, and maintenance of vital Health Science Field, call 1-866-

1 

Protect Health Information." This healthcare information includ- 866-4 722 or visit www.ircc.edu. 

IRCC offers business degrees 
, . '1-~l-t9i' ~e.'#t~ 

Ready to advance in busi- cie West Campus, located at St. Lucie West Campus can grams and the new Bachelor 
ness? Start with a business 500 N.W. California Boulevard help you achieve your greatest · of Applied Science in Organi
degree from Indian River Com- in Port St. Lucie. This event is potential. IRCC has programs zational Management degree 
munity Colles,e. Find out how ideal for anyone interested in that can help students wher- now available through IRCC. 
IRCC can provide the skills pursuing a business career on ever they are on the career lad- Interested individuals can 

1 

to get ahead in business on the Treasure Coast or looking der of success. Find out more learn more information about i 
the Treasure Coast and learn for ways to advance in their about Business Management the upcoming April 17 
about great business careers at current career. and Marketing Operatio_ns Information Session, by e- 1 a special Business Information Learn how educational op- Certificate programs; Business mailing rjcarpenter@ircc.edu, 
Session on Thursday, April 17, portunities offered through the Ad~inistration and Marketing visiting www.ircc.edu or call- , 
5:30 p.m. on the IRCC St. Lu- Business Division at the IRCC Management A.S. degree pro- ing toll-free at 1-866-866-4722. 



IRCC moves a step. closer to changing its name to Indian Rive;\~~n;; 
Th I . -11 fi al by the Florida Senate on Thursday With biotechnology medical ma- President Ed Massey t r f · 1 cal 

e prop_o~a IS up .' or mal to reflect the institution's ability to of- ~'ine_ s~dies and o~e; new high-tech Also included in the pilot: Daytona O sa IS ymg O needs. 
passage m the Florida ~er baccalaureate degrees and emerg- n~stitutIO~S - mcluding Torrey Beach Community College, St. Peters- Massey said the colleges will con-

s mg baccalaureate clout. Pmes Institute for Molecular Studies, burg College and Okaloosa-Walton tinue to • fulfill their community col-
. enate next Week If a1:prov~d, the new name would Scripps Research Institute and Burn- · College. . · lege mission of open access, remedia-

BY MICHAEL PEL TIER 
Staff writer 

be Indian River College. . . ham In~titu~e for Medical Research To set up the system, an ll-member . tion and adult education. 
Further, the college_ woul? Jorn ~ - commg mto the area, educators panel will determine funding, gover- "Those · responsibilities will not 

group of ~~e others ~ 8; pil_ot p~oJ- and delegates say the shift makes nance and degree program approval. change," Massey said. "We will con-

TALLAHASSEE - Indian River Com
mIDJ.ity College would drop a "C" un
aer a measure given tentative approv-

ect to trans1t10n those mstitutI?ns m- sense. IRCC and other qualified colleges tinue that mission." 
to _a_ system of sta~e colleg~s with the "With this change, we will be abl~ would be able to establish baccalau- The Senate is expected to take up 
ability to offer a wider variety of four- to better meet the emerging needs to reate programs that satisfy statewide the measure for fmal passage next 
year degrees. support those industries," said IRCC needs. Currently, they are restricted week. 

IRCC moves one step closer to shortened Indian River College 
BY MICHAEL PEL TIER 
Staff writer 

TALLAHASSEE - 'Indian River 
Community College would drop a 
"C" under a measure given tenta
tive approval by the Florida Sen
ate on Thursday to reflect the in
stitution's ability to offer bacca
laureate degrees and emerging 
baccalaureate clout. 

If approved, the new name 
would be Indian River College. 

Further, the college would join 
a group of three others in a pilot 
project to transition those institu
tions into a system of state col
leges with the ability to offer a 
wid.er variety of four-year degrees. 

With biotechnology, medical, 
marine studies and other new 
high-tech institutions - including 
Torrey Pines Institute for Molecu
lar Studies, Scripps Research In
stitute and Burnham Institute for 

Medical Research - coming into 
the area, educators and delegates 
say the shift makes sense. 

"With this change, we will be 
able to better meet the emerging 
needs to support those . indus
tries," said IRCC President Ed . 
Massey. · 

Also included in the pilot: Day
tona Beach C9mmunity College, 
St. Peters burg College and 
Okaloosa-Walton College. 

To set up the system, an 
11-member panel will determine 
funding, governance and degree 
program approval. IRCC and oth- 1 

er qualified colleges would be able 
to establish baccalaureate pro
grams that satisfy 'statewide 
needs. Currently, they are restrict-

. ed to satisfying local needs. 
The Senate is expected to take 

up · the measure for fmal passage 
next week. 
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Earn college credits while in high school 
High school students can be

gin earning college credits at 
no cost through dual enroll
ment, one of Florida's largest 
scholarship programs. 

Indian River Community 
_9ollege, soon to be Indian Riv
er College, is inviting area par
ents and their high school stu
dents to a free information ses
sion about dual enrollment at 
their nearest IRCC campus. 
All sessions will be held at 6:30 
p.m. 

The dates and locations are: 
• Monday, Sebastian River 

High School Auditor ium, 9001 
90th Ave., Sebastian 

• Tuesday, Kight Center for 
Emerging Technologies, IRCC 
Main Campus off 35th Street 
in Fort Pierce 

• Wednesday, Dixon Hendry 
Campus, 222 N.W. 9th Avenue 
in Okeechobee 

• Wednesday, Richardson 
Center at the Mueller Campus, 
6155 College Lane, Vero Beach 

• Thursday, Wolf High-Tech
nology Center at the Chastain 
Campus, 2400 S.E. Salerno 
Road,Stuart 

• Tp.ursday, St. Lucie West 
Campus, Room E-114, 500 N.W. 
California Boulevard, Port St. 

IRCC UPDATE 

Lucie 
Dual enrollment classes are 

offered at times convenient for 
high school students' sched
ules. Credits transfer to all 
Florida public universities and 
most universities nationally. 

Classes such as college alge- . 
bra and English composition 
that cost about $400 in tuition 
and books at a state university 
are free for dual enrollment 
students. This program is sup
ported by the State of Florida 
to help high school students 
accelerate their progress to
ward a college degree. Addi
tionally, dual enrollment 
courses are weighted the same 
as Honors , Advanced 
Placement and International 
Baccalaureate courses when 
high school grade point aver
ages are calculated. 

At the 'information session, 
high school students · will re
ceive a coupon to take the Col
lege· Placement Test for free. 
The CPT score the student 
earns is used for placement in 
college courses applicable to 
his or her career goals. 

Call (866) 866-4722. 

CHILDREN'S SHOWS 
The Spring Fine Arts Season 

at IRCC will conclude with a 
Dance Composition perform
ance and a children's perform
ance of Disney's "Mulan." The 
Dance Composition recital will 
be presented by college stu
dents r in the choreography 
class, using theories and con
cepts learned during the year. 
The show will be performed 
Tuesday and Wednesday at 7 
p.m. in the Wynne Black Box 
Theatre at the Main Campus. 
Tickets are $5. 

"Mulan, Jr." will be per
formed Friday and Saturday at , 
7 p.m. and Saturday at 2 p.m. 
at the McAlpin Fine Arts Cen
ter at the Main Campus in 
Fort Pierce. Tickets are $8. 

Purchase tickets at www.irc
c.edu or at the Box Office in 
the McAlpin Fine Arts Center, 
3209 Virginia Ave., Fort 
Pierce, Monday through Fri
day, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. or by 
phone with credit card. Call 
(800) 220-9915 to reserve seats. 

Compiled by IRCC staff 
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· Earn college credits while in high school ; 
. High s~hool students C3:Il be- IRCC UPDATE Call (866) 8664722. 

gm earmng college credits at 
no cost through dual enroll
ment, one of Florida's largest 
scholarship programs. 

Indian River Community ~ollege:· soon to be Indian Riv
er College, is inviting area par
ents and their high school stu
dents to a free information ses
sion about dual enrollment at 
their nearest IRCC campus. 
All sessions will be held at 6:30 
p.m. 

The dates and locations are: 
• Monday, Sebastian River 

High School Auditorium, 9001 
90th Ave., Sebastian 

• Tuesday, Kight Center for 
Emerging Technologies, IRCC 
Main Campus off 35th Street 
in Fort Pierce 

• Wednesday, Dixon Hendry 
Campus, 222 N.W. 9th Avenue 
in Okeechobee 

• Wednesday, Richardson 
Center at the Mueller Campus, 
6155 College Lane, Vero Beach 

• Thursday, Wolf High-Tech
nology Center at the Chastain 
Campus, 2400 S.E. Salerno 
Road, Stuart 

• Thursday, St. Lucie West 
Campus, Room E-114, 500 N.W. 
California Boulevard, Port St. 

Lucie 
Dual enrollment classes are 

offered at times convenient for 
high school students' sched
ules. Credits transfer to all 
Florida public universities and 
most universities nationally. 

Classes such as college alge- · 
bra and English composition 
that cost about $400 in tuition 
and books at a state university 
are free for dual enrollment 
students. This program is sup
ported by the State of Florida 
to· help high school students 
accelerate their progress to
ward a college degree. Addi
tionally, dual enrollment 
courses are weighted the same 
as Honors, Advanced 
Placement and International 
Baccalaureate courses when 
high school grade point aver
ages are calculated. 

At the information session, 
high school students will re
ceive a coupon to take the Col
lege Placement Test for free. 
The CPT score the student 
earns is used for placement in 
college courses applicable to 
his or her career goals. 

CHILDREN'S SHOWS · 
The Spring Fine Arts Season 

at IRCC will conclude with a 
Dance Composition perform
ance and a children's perform
ance of Disney's "Mulan." The 

. Dance Composition recital will 
be presented by college stu
dents in the choreography 
class, using theories and con
cepts learned during the year. 
The show will be performed 
Tuesday and Wednesday at 7 
p.m. in the Wynne Black Box 
Theatre at the Main Campus. 
Tickets are $5. 

"Mulan, Jr." will be per
formed Friday and Saturday at 
7 p.m. and Saturday at 2 p.m. 
at the McAlpin Fine Arts Cen
ter at the Main Campus in 
Fort Pierce. Tickets are $8. 

Purchase tickets at www.irc
c.edu or at the Box Office in 
the McAlpin Fine Arts Center, 
3209 Virginia Ave., Fort 
Pierce, Monday through Fri
day, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. or by 
phone with credit card. Call 
(800) 220-9915 to reserve seats. 

Compiled by ffiCC staff 



IRCC wins award · 
from national group 
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BY R.J. HARRINGTON tion," he said. ,-,,-..p,:,-
Correspondent H ec1· d . . . . 

FORT PIERCE _ Indian River art er ite . an imtiative, 
Community College has won ~own as Jump~ the Curve 
recognition from a national eel- with IRCC. offermg fo~-year 
ucation group for its success- degrees which began this Jan- I 
ful efforts to enhance the col- uary. 
lege's culture to foster change. 

The first-place award from 
the National Council of In
structional Administrators 
recognizes outstanding ways 
to enhance the quality of high
er education at two-year insti
tutions in the United States. 
. "The entry, "Sustainable 
Change - It's About the CUl
ture" was submitted by Jensen 
Beach resident Christina Hart, 
an associate vice president at 
IRCC. . 

"Although these changes in 
the educational culture came . 
about from the folks in the 
trenches, it was really the lead
ership of Dr. Massey (IRCC 
President Edwin R. Massey) 
that made this ·possible," Hart 
said. 

The changes to which Hart 
referred 1nclude greatly en
hanced communication be
tween individuals and depart
ments and a greater openness 
to new ideas. , 

Although he could not be 
reached Thursday, a news re- ' 
lease quoted Massey as saying, 
'"Our goal was to leap from 
good to great by opening lines 
of communication, challenging 
the status quo, and fostering 
creative problem solving by all 
employees. 

"The award acknowledges 
our ongoing cultural enhance
ment initiative as an exem
plary model for higher educa-
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lRCC's graduating class will be largest to date 
BY ZACH SMITH · 
zachary.smith@scripps.com 

TREASURE COAST - Kyle Von Ko
horn will graduate from high school 

. at the end of May, but he'll be grad
uating from Indian River Communi
ty College on Friday. 
, Von Kohorn, a senior at Indian 
River Charter High School, has al
ready earned his general associate 
of arts degree, thanks to a dual en
rollment program at IRCC that al
lowed him to obtain college credits 
early, 

He will be one of 1,550 students 
graduating from IRCC in what will 
be the largest graduating class the 

IRCC 
FROM PAGE A1 

others like 52-year-old Jeri 
Brubaker of Port St. Lucie 
will be finishing the college 
career they began many 
years ago. 

Brubaker started her de
gree at IRCC in 1985, but lat
er took time off to raise a 
family. Now, as a wife with 
three daughters and nine 
grandchildren - all of whom 
will be attending the com
mencement ceremony -
she'll be awarded her associ
ate in applied science degree 
in landscape and horticulture 

INSIDE: 'A list of Indian River County 
graduates, by degree type. BB 

collegJ has ever seen. 

IRCC 
COMMENCEMENT 

"IRCC was more of the environ
ment I wanted to be in," said Von · 
Kohorn of his decision to enter dual 
enrollment. 

When: 7 p.m. Friday; 
rain date is 9:30 a.m: 
Saturday 

Where: Tradition 
Field/Mets Stadium, 
525 N.W. Peacock 
Blvd., Port St. Lucie 

Although he /enjoys the learning 
opportunities of high school, Von 
Kohorn said community college al
lowed him to excel beyond his basic 
education. • ~or more informa

tion, call (866) 
866-4722 or visit 
www.ircc.edu. 

While . some students decided to 
get a head start on their degree, 

See IRCC, page AB 

technology. 
"One thing led to another, 

and I became super busy 
with my girls and their activ
ities," said Brubaker, who 
didn't begin completing her 
degree until her daughters 
began families of their own. 

Brubaker, who works in 
the landscape ,industry, and 
said her classes at IRCC sup
plement her work experience 

"I've always worked in this 
industry, but the aspect of 
going to school and getting 
the book knowledge has 
really added to it," she said. 

Stuart resident Peggy 
Helm made the decision to at
tend IRCC in 2005, six years 

after an accident confined 
her to a wheelchair. Graduat
ing with an associate in sci
ence of human services, an' 
internship opportunity 
through IRCC led her to job , 
with the 19th Judicial Circuit 
Court's juvenile diversion 
program. 

"I love helping people," she 
said. "I've always been that 
way." 

The commencement speak
er will be Dr. Dale A. Brill, 
director of the Office of Tour
ism, Trade· and Economic De
velopment and former chief 
marketing officer for Visit 
Florida, the state's tourism 
marketing corporation. 
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Friday's graduating class will be-~.,3 
· 

coll1]Jlunity college's largest to date 
BY ZACH SMITH 
zachary.smith@scripps.com 

TREASURE COAST - Kyle Von Kohorn 
graduates from high school at the end of 
May, but he'll be graduating from Indian 
River Community Colle~e on Friday_ 

Von Kohorn, a senior at Indian River 
Charter High School, has already earned his 
General Associate of Arts degree, thanks to 
a dual enrollment program at IRCC that al
lowed him to obtain college credits early. 

He will be one of 1,550 students graduating 
from IRCC in what will be the largest gradu
ating class the college has ever seen. 

"IRCC was more of the environment I 
wanted to be in," said Von Kohorn of his de
cision to enter dual enrollment. 

Although he enjoys the learning opportu
nities of high school, Von Kohorn said com
munity college allowed him to excel beyond 

MEET A PAIR OF 
MARTIN COUNTY 
GRADUATES 

Steven Dombrowski: Sen
ior at the Clark Advanced 
Leaming Center, a char:ter 
high school on the lridian River 
Community College Chastain 

,Campus. He willseceive his 
. Associate of Arts degree and 

graduate high school May 31. 
His high school internship gave 
him experience in Web design 
and marketing. 

Lauren Hart: A business 
student with plans to complete 
a master's degree and eventu
ally own her own b~siness. 
Hart has dedicated her time to 
community service with the 
Special Olympics and Catholic 
Heart Work Group, painting 
nouses for underprivileged 
families. 

IRCC COMMENCEMENT 

When: 7 p.m. Friday; rain date is 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday 
Where: Tradition Field/Mets Stadium, 525 
N.W. Peacock Blvd., Port St. Lucie 
For more information: call (866) 866-47 2 
or visit www.ircc.edu 

INSIDE: A list of Martin County's graduates, by 
degree type. B3 · 

his basic education. 
_ While some students decided to get a head 

start on their degree, others like 52-year-old 
Jeri Brubaker of Port St. Lucie will be 

See GRADUATING, page A9 

GRADUATING 
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finishing the college career 
they began many years ago. 

Brubaker started her degree 
at IRCC in 1985, but later took 
time off to raise a family. Now, 
as a wife with three daughters 
and nine grandchildren - all 
of whom will be attending the 
commencement ceremony -
she'll be awarded her Associ
ate in Applied Science degree 
in landscape and horticulture 
technology. 

"One thing led to another, 
and I became super busy with 
my girls and their activities," 
said Brubaker, who didn't be
gin completing her degree un
til her daughters began fami
lies of their own. 

Brubaker, who works in the 
landscape industry, and said 
her classes at IRCC supple
ment her work experience 

"I've always worked in this 
industry, but the aspect of 
going to school and getting the 
book knowledge has really 
added to it," she said. 

Stuart resident Peggy Helm 
made the decision to attend 
IRCC in 2005, six years after an 
accident confined her to a 
wheelchair. Graduating with 
an Associate in Science of Hu
man ~ervices, an internship 
opportunity through IRCC led 
her to job with the 19th Judi
cial Circuit Court's juvenile di
version program. 

"I love helping people," she 
said. "I've always been that 
way." 

The commencement speaker 
will be Dr. Dale A. Brill, direc
tor of the Office of Tourism, 
Trade and Economic Develop
ment and former chief market
ing officer for Visit Florida, 
the state's tourism marketing 
corporation. 
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COVE ROAD 
FROM PAGEA1 

bioscience explosion on the 
Treasure Coast and Research 
Coast." 

"I think this is a great opportunity for us fo contemplate and consider 
moving fmward with facilities for life sciences and higher wage jobs 
without the county actually buying the land and building the facilities." 

Martin County Commissioner Michael DiTerlizzi 

Cove Road is just south of 
the Martin Memorial Hospital 
South and the Chastain Cam
pus of Indian River Communi
ty College. 

Acom Development, based 
in Delray Beach, has proposed 
develpping 19 lots for office 
buildings on a 35-acre site near 

the northwest corner of Cove 
Road and Willoughby Boule
vard. 

"I think this is a great op
portunity for us to contem
plate and consider moving for
ward with facilities for life sci-

ences and higher wage jobs 
without the county actually 
buying the land and building 
the facilities," DiTerlizzi said. 

ter opportunity," Smith said. 
But Commissioner Susan 

Valliere, who dissented along 
with Commissioner Sarah 
Heard, said traffic congestion 

Proposal would 
create Cove Road 
'biotech corridor' 
Commissioner DiTerlizzi says county 
should lure business created by 
biotech facilities to north and south 

. ' ' 

BY GEORGE ANDREASSI 
george.andreassi@scripps.com 

STUART - A proposal to establish a research 
. park on Cove Road prompted Martin County 
Commissioner Michael DiTerlizzi to propose 
mal{ing the east-west thoroughfare into a "bio
tech corridor" to attract spin-offs from large fa
cilities in Port St. Lucie and Jupiter . 
. The County Commission gave preliminary ap

proval Tuesday to Acorn Development Corp.'s 
request to change 35 acres of rural land to the · 
commercial-office residential designation, which 
would set the stage for the Willoughby Research 
Park. . 

The proposed change to the county's growth 
plan still faces review by the state · Department 
of Community Affairs before·coming pack to the 
commission for final adoption in August. 

DiTerlizzi said the county should target Cove 
Road as a center for research and development 
so Martin County can lure companies that want 
to do business with Scripps Florida and the Max 
Planck Society research institutes in . Jupiter 
and with the Torrey ·Pines Institute for Molecu
lar Studies and Oregon He~th & Science Uni
versities Vaccine and Gene Therapy in Port St. 
Lucie. 

"There are thousands of jobs coming into this 
area in bioscience," DiTerlizzi said. "Our people 
here in Martin County deserve to share in that 

See COVE ROAD, page AB 

Commissioner Doug Smith 
agreed. 

"You couldn't ask for a bet-

at Kanner Highway and Cove 
Road would probably jam up 
the project as it has for dozensr 
of projects in the vicinity. 

The. state Department of 
Community Affairs has repeat
edly rejected proposals to in
crease the amount of develop
ment allowed along Cove Road 
and Kanner Highway because 
traffic exceeds the county's 
congestion standards. 

Donna Melzer, a former 
county ·commissioner and 
leader of the Martin County 

Conservation Alliance, said 
there is already too much' com
mercial and industrial land in 
the county and the project 
would add too many vehicles 
to the roads. 

But Alfred Malefatto, a law
yer . for the developer, said 
Acorn Development is part of a 
group of land owners and de
velopers teaming up to pay $3 
million for improvements to 
Kanner Highway to smooth 
the flow of traffic and allow 
construction to resume. 



Register now for summer semesters 
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Summer is often the ideal 
time for Treasure Coast resi
dents to return . to school for 
job training, GED preparation, 
professional·develQpmerit or to 
accelerate progress toward a 
college degree. Registration is 
now under way for the sum- . 
mer semesters at Indian River 
Community College. Summer l 
will begin May 6, and Summer 
II starts June 23. 

IRCC also offers free prepar
ation for the GED high school 
diploma exam, Adult High 
School and English as a Sec
ond Language instruction at 
locations throughout the four
county area. Students may pre
pare at the nearest IRCC loca
tion or take.advantage of popu
lar online GED classes. Adult 
High School students earn 
high school credits, while ESL 
students improve reading, 
writing and speaking in Eng
lish. Students in the Adult Ed
ucation programs receive guid-

. ance in IRCC career training 
and college programs. 

Complete registration is at 

IRCC UPDATE 
the nearest IRCC campus or 
online at www.ircc.edu. 

INTRODUCTION TO 
FORENSIC SCIENCE · 

Beginning May 6, IRCC will 
offer Introduction to Forensic 
Science (CHS1510), focusing on 
the role of the forensic scien
tist at the crime scene. A field 
trip to the regional crime lab 
is planned, guest speakers will 
address specialized areas, and 
case studies such as the Ken
nedy assassination will be ex
plored. 

The course will meet on 
Monday through Thursday 

· mornings at the Main Campus 
in Fort Pierce. 

REAL ESTATE AND 
INSURANCE COURSES 

The real estate associate 
pre-licensing course will be of
fered on Tuesday and Thurs
day this summer. Real Estate 
Principles, Practices & law 
will be available at the Main 
Campus in Fort Pierce and the : 

Mueller Campus in Vero 
Beach beginning May 6. The 
Sales Associate Exam Review 
will meet during the weekend 
of May 31 at the Main Campus. 
There's a Life, Health, & Varia
ble Annuity pre-licensing 
course on Fridays and Satur
days from May 8-24 in Fort 
Pierce. 

NUCLEAR MEDICINE 
· TECHNOLOGY 

Radiologic technologists 
ready to move to the next level 
in their car~r are invited to 
apply to the IRCC Nuclear 
Medicine Technology program. · 
Participants in the , one-year 
certificate program learn how 
to combine chemistry, physics, 
computer technology and med
icine to use radioactivity to di
agnose and treat disease. 

Financial r aid and schol
arships are available, and 
IRCC is now accepting applica
tions. The application deadline 
is May 16 . 

Call (866) 866-4722. 

Compiled by IRCC staff 

~ tJµv~ if. l].of 

Register now for summer semesters 
Summer is often the ideal 

time for Treasure Coast resi
dents to return to school for 

' job training, GED preparation, 
professional development or to 
accelerate progress toward a 
college degree. Registration is 
now under way for the sum
mer semesters at Indian River 
Community College. Summer I 
will begin May 6, and Summer 
II starts June 23.' 

IRCC also offers free prepar
ation for the GED high school 
diploma exam, Adult High 
School and English as · a Sec
ond Language instruction at 
locations throughout the four
county area. Students may pre
pare at the nearest IRCC loca
tion or take advantage of popu
lar online GED classes. Adult 
High School students earn 
high school credits,, while ESL 
students improve reading, 
writing and speaking in Eng
lish. Students in the Adult Ed
ucation programs receive guid
ance in IRCC career training 
and college programs. 

Complete registration is at 

IRCC UPDATE 
the nearest IRCC campus or 
online at www.ircc.edu. 

INTRODUCTION TO 
FORENSIC SCIENCE 

Beginning May 6, IRCC will 
offer Introduction to Forensic 
Science (CHS1510), focusing on 
the role of the forensic scien
tist at the crime scene. A field 
trip to the regional crime lab 
is planned, guest speakers will 
address specialized areas, and 
case studies such as the Ken
nedy assassination will be ex- . 
plored. 

The course will meet on 
Monday through Thursday 
mornings at the Main Campus 
in Fort Pierce. 

REAL ESTATE AND 
INSURANCE COURSES 

The real estate associate 
pre-licensing, course will be of
fered on Tuesday and Thurs
day this summer. Real Estate 
Principles, Practices & law 
will · be available at the Main 
Campus in Fort Pierce and the 

Mueller Campus in Vero 
Beach beginning May 6. The 
Sales Associate Exam Review 
will meet during the weekend 
of May 31 at the Main Campus. 
There's a Life, Health, & Varia
ble Annuity pre-licensing 
course on Fridays and Satur
days from May 8-24 in Fort 
Pierce. 

NUCLEAR MEDICINE 
TECHNOLOGY 

Radiologic technologists 
ready to move to the next level 
in their career are invited to 
apply to the IRCC Nuclear 
Medicine Technology program. 
Participants in the one-yeqT 
certificate program learn how 
to combine chemistry, physics, 
computer technology and med
icine to use radioactivity to di
agnose and treat disease. 

Financial aid and schol
arships are available, and 
IRIX is now accepting applica
tions. The application deadline 
is May 16. 

Call (866) 866-4722 . . 

Compiled by IRCC staff . 



. ?~ss ~ou~-::~Y-
Register now for summer semesters 

Summer is . often the ideal 
time for Treasure Coast resi
dents to return to school for 
job training, GED preparation, 
professional development or to 
accelerate progress toward a 
college degree. Registration is 
now under way for the smn
mer semesters at Indian Rjyer 
Community College. Summer I · 

. will begm May 6, and Summer 
II starts June 23. 

IRCC also offers free prepar
ation for the GED high school 
diploma exam, Adult High 
School and English as a Sec
ond · Language instruction at 
locations throughout the four
county area .. Students may pre
pare at the nearest IRCC loca
tion or take advantage of popu- . · 
lar online GED classes. Adult 
High School students earn 
high school credits, while ESL 
students improve reading, 
writing and speaking in Eng
lish. Students in the .Adult Ed: 
ucation programs receive guid
ance in IRCC career training 
and college programs. , 

Complete registration is at 

IRCC UPDATE 
the nearest IRCC campus or 
online at www.ircc.edu. 

INTRODUCTION TO 
FORENSIC SCIENCE 

Beginning May 6, IRCC will 
offer Introduction to Forensic 
Science (CHS1510), focusing on 

. the role of the forensic scien
tist at the crime scene. A field 
trip to the regional crime lab 
is planned, guest speakers will 
address specialized areas, and 
.case studies such as the Ken
nedy assassination will be ex
plored. 

The course will meet on 
Monday through Thursday 
mornings at the Main Campus 
in Fort Pierce. 

REAL ESTATE AND 
INSURANCE COURSES 

The real estate associate 
pre-licensing course will be of
fered on Tuesday. and Thurs
day this summer. Real Estate 
Principles, Practices & law 
will be available at the Main 
Campus in Fort Pierce and the 

Mueller Campus in Vero 
Beach beginning May 6. The 
Sales Associate Exam Review 
will meet during the weekend 
of May 31 at the Main Campus. 
There's a Life, Health, & Varia
ble Annuity pre-licensing 
course ~n Fridays and Satur- , 
days from May 8-24 in Fort 
Pierce. 

NUCLEAR MEDICINE 
TECHNOLOGY 

Radiologic technologists 
ready to move to the next level 
in their career are invited to 
apply to the IRCC Nuclear 
Medicine Technology program. 
Participants · m the one-year 
certificate program learn' how 
to combine chemistry, physics, 
computer technology and med
icine to use radi9activity to di
agnose and treat disease. 

Financial aid and schol
arships are available, and 
IRCC is now accepting applica
tions. The application deadline 
is May 16. 

Call (866) 866-4722. 

Compiled by IRCC staff 



Students Earning 4-Year Degrees at Community 
Colleges ~an Use Prepaid College Plan Benefits 

Indian River Community College, 
Main Campus in Fort Pierce 

Students at 
Indian River 
Community 

CoUegehno1 

longer ave 
to leave their 
home campus 
to earn a 
bachelor's 
degree. 

Four-year college degrees in teaching 
math and science in middle and high school, 
nursing, and managing organizations are 
obtainable for the first time this year at the 
community college based in Fort Pierce. 

As more of Florida's 28 community 
colleges begin awarding bachelor's degrees or 
expanding their four-year degree programs, 
students Wlth Prepaid College Plans 
can use their tuition plans to 

earn a bachelor's degree at a 
community college. 

While prepaid tuition 
plans come in three sizes 
- the 4-Year University 
Tuition Plan, 2+2 
Tuition Plan (two years 
at community college and 
two years at a university) 
and 2-Year Community 
College Tuition Plan - credit 
hours from all three tuition 
plans can be converted for use 
toward earning a bachelor's 
degree at a community college. 

So whether your student with 
a Prepaid College Plan is considering 

St. Petersburg College's bachelor's degrees in 
paralegal studies and veterinary technology 
or Edison College's planned four-year degree 
program in secondary education biology, your 
child will be able to use Prepaid College Plan 
benefits there, as well as at a university. 

Eight community colleges currently offer 
baccalaureate degrees: Chipola College, 
Daytona Beach Community College, Edison 
College, Florida Community College at 
Jacksonville, Indian River Community College, 
Miami Dade College, Okaloosa-Walton 
College and St. Petersburg College. Broward 
Community College and Palm Beach 
Community College will begin offering bacca
laureate degrees in 2009. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

PREPAID FAMILY GROWS 
DUKING 20TH ENROLLMENT 

Adding a plan is easy .. . 

Children keep growing and growing, and so does the Florida Prepaid College Plan. 
More than 76,000 additional Prepaid College Plans were purchased by families during the 

recently completed 2007/2008 open enrollment. 
Families can add a local fee plan, tuition differential fee plan or dormitory plan, or all three, to 

an existing Florida Prepaid College tuition plan for the same beneficiary (student). The purchaser 
must be the account owner listed on the existing tuition plan. The child must be in the eighth 
grade or younger at the time these additional plans are purchased. 

· Go online to www.florida529plans .com/signuptoday/addacct to add a plan. The price will 
depend on the age or grade of your child. Or you may request an add-a-plan paper application 
by calling 1-800-552-GRAD (4723) . You may sign up now but will be subject to the new plan 
prices effective October 2008. 

For more details, go to: wwwflorida529plans.com. 

In the future, students should expect more 
opportunities to earn four-year degrees at 
Florida's community colleges. 

Bachelor's degrees also are provided at 
community colleges through partnerships 
between community colleges and a pu~lic or 
private four-year institution. While the courses 
are taken on the community college campus or 
via distance learning, the degree is awarded by 
the partnering four-year institution. 

For more information on bachelor's degree 
programs at community colleges, go to 
www .fldoe.org!CC/Students/bach_degree.aspy 

"My father started the program for 

me when I was in middle school 

(probably somewhere around the 

same time the program began) . My 

father says to th is day that he could 

not have afforded to pay for all of my 

college expenses at one time had he 

not taken advantage of the Florida 

Prepaid program ... We enrolled 

our son Jackson this past enrollment 

period as an infant in the Florida 

Prepaid program. We celebrated 

Jackson's first birthday on 9 /20/ 07, 

and we (parents & grandparents) are 

th rilled to give him the same gift my 

parents gave me." 

- Erin Jenkins Pagan of Orlando 

■ By The Numbers ... 
1,297,064 prepaid plans purchased 
881,089 children enrolled 
$7.42 billion, total assets 



IRCC GRADUATES FROM ST. LUCIE COUNTY 
The IRCC Commencement lists In
clude students who applied for 
~raduation before April 26, 2008. 

ASSOCIATE IN ARTS 2008 
Larissa Acevedo 
Jennifer Ann Aleixo 
Christina Marie Alessi 
Jessica Yvette AUure 
Chelsea Nicole Allan 
Sarah Elizabeth Allan 
Eutelyn M. Satchell Allen 
Cibele Melicio Almada 
Lisa Ann Almodovar 
Fabrice Ambo 
Midian Lucette Ambo 
Karsten Trevor Andersen 
Rafael Jerry Andrade 
Vanessa Andre 
Shannon Elizabeth Angelone 
Courtney Brooke Anklam 
Cybrina Angel Ascanio 
Jolaine Mary Austin 
Shayna Teresa Awong 
Brandon M. Aycock 
Christopher A. Baechle 
Sarah Elizabeth Bailey 
Gary Sydney Balcombe 
James Edward Barber 
Lisa M. Barbieri 
Lani Nicole Bartsch 
Wade Wyatt Bass 
Elizabeth M. Basso 
Andrea C. Bastidas 
Jennifer Lynn Bean 
Matthew David Beasley 
Carl Dalton Beatty 
Bonnie Louise Beaumont 
William Anthony Beauregard 
Ali D. Beck ' 
Joshua Robert Bennett 
Jessica E. Bentley 
Patrick Bernadeau 
Ryan Michael Binner 
Glendys Biosca-Esquivel 
Diana Alexandra Birdea 
Allison Cathleen Blackmon 
Christopher Antwan Blackmon 
Sarah Bloomfield 
Keonisha Monique Bobo 
Amber Nicole Bonagura 
AngelaJanel Borges 
Tammy-Boston 
Melissa Jean Bostwick 
Christopher L. Boswell 
Felicia M. Botelho 
Trenson Bourjolly 
Angela Tara Bowers 
Ashley Jean Bowman 
Joe Braga 
Stephen Brancaccio 
Kenneth Thomas Braun 

Leticia Bravo 
Courtney Megan Bridgers 
Arleshia Yva Brown 
Linda B. Brown 
Linda Bertjamin Brown 
Cale J. Browning 
Malgorzata Barbara Bujoczek 
Miles Gustav-Rodney Burghoff 
Jennifer Renee Burklo 
Linda Byrne 
Julie Anne Caiazzo 
Gerardo Esteban Caicedo 
Heather Rae Calaway 
Anthony Calzadilla 
Roy Alexander Campbell 
Donna Mae Cantwell 
Maria Elizabeth Cardona • 
Marco Douglas Allen Carey 
Donna Marie Carlsen 
Jessica Elaine Carter 
Michael Joseph Cartwright 
Michael William Casale 
Kaitlyn Eileen Casali 
Yvonne Ann Casiano 
Amanda Michelle Castle 
Colleen M. Chapman 
Jean Estiva Charles 
Nancy Charles 
Sara Cuiying Chen 
Sonny Yu-Pei Chen 
Erika Jean Chenette 
Dominique Chevalier 
Carla Marie Chiarello 
Keily Amber Chicvara 
Janys Reeve Chim 
Kyle Robert Ciccarelli 

. Christine Lynn Cirocco 
Christopher Robert Ciufo 
Ellsworth R. Clark Ill 
Aaron John Cohen 
Kristonn Cara Colborn 
Andrew Curtis Cole 
Jessica· Michelle Cole 
Cory Mathew Collier 
Jessica Morgan Collins , 
Samantha Kay Collom 
Chelsea P. Conant 
Dieumene Pelion Constant 
Sergio Contreras 
Lauren M. Cool 
Maegan Ashley Cooley 
Stephanie Laura Cooper 
Ariana Marie Costanzo 
Iris R. Cotto Febus 
April Danielle Cox 
Bryce Blair Crosby IV 
Benjamin Wilson Crossan 
Cathy Lynn Crosslin 
Sara E. Crum 
Jennifer Lacey Cruz 
Clinton Cullins 
Maylin Cusco 

Jessica Ann D' Agostino Fanouchka Renee Francoeur 
Sabrina Rene Daley Blondine Charline Francois 
Haleigh McKenna Davignon Brittany Franzese 
Yahaira Lauren Davila-Lopez Savannah Nicole Frazier 
Stephen Michael Davis Tracey M. Frebertshauser 
Tia Nicole Day Carmen L. Frech 
Claudia L. Daza Jonathan Lawton Fretwell 
Olivia DeBortoli Lyle Ryant Fried 
Carmela Victoria DeNero Kathleen Ann Fry 
Dillon Ross Dente Jeffrey Michael Gabelmann 
Kellyann DePirro Pamela Marie Gabelmann 
Aline Deschenes Lindsey Rae Gabler 
Lydoan Diaz Austin Belle Gaines 
John-Kyle David Dickerson Brandy Michelle Garcia 
Dergine Dieuveille Jasmin Garcia 
Allison Nicole Dillenkofer Christina Beth Gardner 
Jill Denise Dimeo Troy E. Garrison 
Andrew Carmen Disarno Carrie Anne Gates 
Mario DiStefan·o Estefania Gaviria 
Giovanna Donate Er.in Michelle George 
Alynda Doran Rhea-Lyn J. Gerstenkorn 
Stephanie Faye Douthitt Eric Gibson 
Maria Lourdes Drake Shavel Sherise Gibson 
Michael Richard Drost Amber N. Gilbert 
Walter Ducheine Jr. Jeremy William Gillan 
Winston Vincent Duncan Megan Lynn Gillich 
Kimberly Danelle Dunkley Bertjamin Michael Gochnour 
Jose Omar Duran Kemi-Ann Camille Godfrey 
Nicole Michelle Durham Ethan Thomas Goldberg 
Claire Francois Duvignaud Rebecca C. Golden 
Justin Allen Eastridge Edwin C. Gomes 
Bo James Eavers Erica Gomez 
Luciana Noelia Echarren Juan M. Gomez 
Sebastian Alejandro Echarren William Gonzalez 
Melissa Ann Eha Alexander W. Goodkind 
Lindsey Elyse Eklund Andrew Paul Goslin 
Joel Franklin Engles Kasey Lee Grace 
Alexandrea Eric Ryan A. Grai 
Sharonnie Ervin Bryan Michael Graves 
Bethany Lynn Estep Jonathan Michael Gribble 
Marckley Enguels Etienne Stan Lee Griffin 
Charles Gregory Eugene Cathlene Robin-Chiffons Gross 
Erin Elizabeth Evans Donna Raye Grumblis 
Michelle Denise Farley Leah Lorraine Gryb 
David Mark Faulkner Michael Thomas Guerra 
Lanette Marie Faustini Lili Guo 
Annie Caitlin Ferguson Ashley Nicole Gutierrez 
M&deline Fernandez Michele Hagel 
Steffany Rebeca Fernandez Katherine Hair -
Mesa Kay Ferron Gifford Antonio Hall 
Katelynn Rose Field Kelly Lynn Hallem 
Alysha Michelle Filipkowski Nikki Christine Hallem 
Angela Victoria Fish Jonathan C. Hanlan 
Amanda Shanette Fisher Deron Harris 
Melody Lee Fletcher Latia Monique Harris 
David Patrick Foley Aaron Hauri 
Elizabeth R. Folks Allyson Hayes 
Dana Marie i=ollano Lesley Ann Marie Hayle 
Melanie Sherita Ford Sandra Joy Hazard 
Natalie Jeanne Fortnash . Samuel L. Heady 
Matthew B. Fox 
Joey Lee Franco 
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IRCC GR.ADUATES FROM INDIAN RIVER COUNTY 
We$~ ~I'll\ I.\ .. 3b · b~ 

Indian River Community College's 
2008 cpmmencement list includes 
students who applied for gradua
tion efore Aprll 26. 

ASSOCIATE IN ARTS , 
Robert Allen f\J1cno1e Faye rraviason 
Rula Sa!eh Al-Sayed Jessica Marie Davis 
Sarah Ruth Andersen Cynthia Turnage Dean 
Kelitha Tahnee Anderson Steven John Decaro 
Monica Renee Anderson Kevin Byron Crocker DeGroat 
Mary H. Atkins Nicole Marie DeGroot 
Brianne Marie Atkinson Stephen Douglas del Risco 
Angela Renae Austin Carrie Renee Dembowski 
Michael Scott Bailey Jessica Marie Dennis 
Matthew Randall Baker Heather Marie Driscoll 
Mark Linden Beals Sarah Anne Edmiston 
Dwight Beckford Matthew S. Eisert 
Jessica Rose Bergstrom Deborah Ann Emerick 
Thomas Bissonnette Maybel Elizabeth Escobar 
Elizabeth Anna Blackburn Donna Armstrong Ferris 
Brandon Chad Blanchard Jennifer A. Festa 
Andrea Gail Blizman Jon Roger Fichtelman 
Amanda L. Bock David Ryan Fielding 
Erin Lindsey Bogart Alyssa Beth Filippi 
Laurel Ann Bonet Lee B. Fine 
Teresa Lynn Boone Andrea Roberts Folds 
Jimmy Botero Adrienne Emily Forsythe 
Crystal Banjonette Brown Robert Todd Fox 
David Edwin Brown Melanie Susan Francis 
Gregory DaWayne Brown Elizabeth A. Frank 
Theresa Ann Bruno Jacob Frank 
Sandra Michelle Bruns Brandon Alexander Fusaro 
Jennifer Lynn Bryant Emily Danielle Garber 
Sarah A. Campbell David R. Garcia 
Stijournel Stimad Campbell . Karen G'arcia · 
Jessica Blair Cantlon Tracey Marie Garone 
Kristal A. Carinci Kyle Leigh Gaskill 
Mary Rachael Carson Francesca Lynn Genovese 
Regina Danielle Cassara Ashley V. Goff 
Lauren Elise Cassidy Elena Maria Gostebski 
Jessica B. Castleberry Christine Elizabeth Graffam 
Angela N. Cavallo Christopher Leroy Green 
Jenna Marie Chatfield Elizabeth Ann Gulley 
Eric Ginters Chaves Andrew B. Haatvedt 
Sony Christian Chery Kelly Elizabeth Hales 1 

Maria-Isabel Chico Elizabeth Anne Hallock 
Stephanie Erin Chisholm Jack Tunney Hamilton Ill 
Phyllis E. Christman Patricia Marie Harrigan 
Christina L. Clark Cornelia Ann Harris 
James Grant Cloughley Kylie Elizabeth Hart 
Luz R. Corchado-Pace David Edwin Hasenauer 
Patrick D. Coster Mark Caleb Hasenauer 
Robert Paul Cousin William Paul Heady 
Shannon Hunnicutt Croom Ril9nda Hector 
Diana Ximena Cruz Heather Lee Helton 
Christop_her ~exander Cummings Andrew Travis Hewins 

Jennifer Newman 
Kaila Sunanda Nichols 
Jennifer Marie Nickerson 
Renee 1\!lichelle Notargiacomo 
Sandra Jean O'Bradovic 
William James O'Brien 
Rowland A. Ordonez G. 
Michael Caesar Oswald 
Lauren Michelle Ott 
Janna Beth Owings 
Richard Alexander Pallas 
Victoria Marie Parker 
Jacob Daniel Parks 
Pamela Parra 
Khushbu J. Patel 
Shamir Patel 
Clermise Paul 
Kelly An~ Phillips 
Payge Renee Pierson 
Michael Kelly Pitman 
Gregory Lemar Pitts 
Amanda Sue Pocock 
Michael Dustin Poehler 
Devin Anthony Poirier 
Eric Edmond Poisson 
Carla V. Powell 
Scott Carlson Poyer. 
. Katherine Elizabeth Profeta 
Meredith Danielle Quimby 

· Laura Lorena Ramirez 
Jesus Ramos 
Lupita Ramos 
Maritza G. Raya 
Jennifer Lynne Reavis 
Denique Crysta-Gaye Reddie 
Julie A. Reid 
Mary Nicole Ricci 
Judith D. Riley 
Rickey Jo Rittenhouse 
Lindsay Erin Robbins 
Sebastian Tyler Ross 
Brittany Roster 
Jeffrey A. Rowe 
Kelley Ann Rowe 
Ashley Marie Rowell 
Aaron Wayne Saltz 
Kristina Salvatierra 
Eric Shawn Sandoval 
Deborah Jean Savrda 

Kenneth R. Hill 
Dorian Austin Hobbs 
Ashley Elizabeth Hughes 
Stephanie Lee Hughes 
Stephanie Erica Hurst 
Christina Ann Jaholkowski 
Zully Lizette Jaramillo 
Angela Maria Jawhar 
David Edward Jeremy 
Timothy Jay Jobe 
Carisa Tegan Jones . 
Carole Ros'e Jones 
Deborriah Yolanda Jordan 
Corinne Joseph 
Danielle Nicole Justus 
Michael Kachele 
William Joseph Kearney V 
Megan Jayne Kennedy 
Naureen Sarah Khan 
Jamshed M. Khojiev 
Russell Earl King Jr. 
Dianne Margaret Knapp 
Danielle Renee Kulp 
Barbara E. Kwek 
Joshua Stephen Lau 
Samantha F. tee · 
Gail ~lanche Levesque 
Christina Ann Lindgren 
Gregory S. Lisk 
Kristin Nicole Lopez 
Michael Charles Loveday 
Melissa Hazel Lovely 
Amanda Rose Lucas 
Scot Brian Mactlonald 
Kavita Mangali 
Tammy Louise Mapp 
Gary W. Martin 
Matthias Kansu Martinez 
Natalia Valeria Martinez 
Zachary John Massimo 
Gabriel Antonio Maul 
Mitchell Stanley Mazanoski 
Jennifer Olivo McCarty 
Jonathan Edward McCloud 
Brittani Danielle McLaughlin 
Clayton Kyle Meeks 
Scott Robert Mendell 
Rosa Mendez 
Joseph Blake Menzel 
Mark Clayton Metz 
Jeremiah Mikell 
Megan Marie Miller 
Tara Marie Miller · 
Wendy M. Miller 
Barry Miller II 
Helen Elser Mills 
Kelly Anne Mitchell . 
Nicole Mueller 

. Angela Marie Nemeth 

Tarin Ashley Scharfschwe~ Thomas Shane Herndon 
Joanne Mane Schmidt William A. Herrington 
Samantha Lindsey Schofield Lori Beth Hoover 
Ryan Richard Schuessler Gail Anne Hudmon 
Betsy McClurn Screws Megan Nicole Hunt 
Amanda Kristen Seitz Danielle Nicole Justus 
Jody Carol Seng Becky Joy Kendle 
Margaret Rebecca Sexton . April Lyn Kremkau 
Kr1st1n Ann Shaw 
Kristen Ann Shellhammer Alys_sa Joan Ledlow 
Justin K. Shepherd Danielle Margaret Lind 
Jerry Michael Siano Jessica Dawn Lupo 
Katherine F. Skaggs Gregory Edward Magee 
Alexandra A. Smith Keya Brown Manning 
Ashley Marie Smith Peter John Marini IV 
Chimere Katreece Smith Alina K. Mathis 
Lewis Ashley Smith Pamela McCollum 
Amy Lynn Solderich D_hana Alexis McDonald 
MeNssa Iris Sosa Kimberly A._ Miller 
Timothy Patrick Sposato Megan Mane Miller 
Shane Baker Stansel . Theoph1le Mokoban 
Jacqueline Teresa Stefanacci Griselda Nason 
Benjamin Milton Stern Roger Lee Nelson 
Kristy Nicole Steward April Noon 
Lynnea A. Stiles . Brandi Lynn Norton 
Sarah Gail Stiriz Yvon Rosaice Paiement' 
Katherine Marie Stock · Gin_a Allyson Peters 
Bridgette Jean Storch Elaine M._ Post 

ASSOCIATE IN 
APPLIED SCIENCE 
Susie Rainey Bachmann 
Tara Marina Bess 
Judy Ann Payne Clark 
Jamie Lee Culbertson 
Jeanne Darcangelo 

. Jose Raymundo Davila 
-Joyce Marie Dimeck 
Ryan Ghristopher Duffell 
Matthew S. Eisert 
Delray Anthony Ferguson 
Debra J. Gerthoffer 
Becky Joy Kendle 
Yonbrilla Janette King 
Tracey Zaakira McKinney 
Carla Broxton Mclendon 
Steven Alan Murray 
Chad Michael Petroski 
Stephanie Elaine Petty 
Michael Edward San1iago 
Joseph William Sentance 111 
Antonio Marcell Smith 
Rs,an George Stocker 
Annybelkys A. Terrero 
Tina Marie Townsend 
David Scott Walker 

Dustin Tyler Strate Lis_a Mane Rexrode 
Stacie Williams Strate E11Joli Latrice Reyes ASSOCIATE IN 
Rachel tinley Sultzman Ginny Michele Rhodes SCIENCE 
Chelsea Anne Taylor Patrick Ryan Rice Scott Clifford Adams 
Roella Woodside Thibedeau stacey Ni_cole _Richardson Camilla P. Anderson 
Jimmy Charles Thomas Bonny Leigh Riddlehoover Barbara A. Betz 
Justin L. Thomas Jonathan S. Rogala Tamsin Lisa Blanchard 
Amy Renee Threlkeld Cheryl A. Sanchez Aaron Nicholas Boan 
Gerrit Andrew To p Ehzabeth Carol Sentz Carolyn M F 1· I B · 
Callie Ann Trautm~n Ins Latosha Seymour Brandon J§r~!~o o oyle 

, Elizabeth K Trax Jennifer Lyn Siegler Pamela Jean Brower 
. · . Arlene Sluchak 

Ashley Nicole Tritt Beau Thomas Sommers Jeffrey E. Cadieux 
Ashley Mane Tucker Jami A. Stewart Lenny Casiano 
Annette Uset Valecia Tarpley Christina L. Clark 
Jennie Lee Vafiades Baron Karl Taylor Courtney E: Clark , 
Luciana Vega Candis Jones Taylor Anquana Fontana Ray Coney 
Nicholas Vivirito Johnny Lee Thornton David R. Dangerfield 
Katalin Mana Von Boross Toth Juan.Manuel Tierrablanca Jr Anna· J. Davis 
Kyle Nelson Von Kohorn Kerri Lynn Toolin · Jennifer E. Detmer 
Sandra Glaus Wall Julia Maria Vitolo Jessica lyn Dollins 
Kate Elizabeth Ward Cynthia Mary Volek Jody Ann Dwinell 
Cody K. Weaver George Carl Voyles Michele Susan Fondahn 
James Adrian Westberry Jr: Amanda L. Wake Amanda Fountain 
Paula Edwards Wethy Kelly Bree Walter Michael Adam Goodfellow 
Franklin Edwin Wetmore Shawnese Janee Williams Sara Elizabeth Gordon 
Tamara Lynn Wiles Robert Earl Wilson Da_hlia M. Gotzmann 
Hillary Laine Williams David Wade Wright Shirley Kathleen Granims 
Michael Cody Williams Alejandra Zendejas Alyson Rose Haggerty 
Lindsey Rene Witkowski Jenna Leah Hamilton 
Andrew Charles Witteck Logan Jeffrey Herl 
T. Matthew Wood Margaret Irene Herman 

Jackie L. Zakarian 



IRCC GRADUATES FROM MARTIN COUNTY 
The IRCC Commencement 
lists include students who 
applied for graduation be
fore April 26. 

ASSOCIATE IN ARTS 
James B. Abell 
Jennifer Abreu 
Sandra Elizabeth Alfaro 
Elizabeth Michelle Alford 
Stephen Robert Allison 
Cbarles Lorenzo /1.nderson II 
Lindsay Day Atkins 
Jennifer D. Aultman • 
Leslie Sue Backus 
Jeff Del Bagnasco 
Aschlei Patricia Baker 
Mary K. Basing 
Diana Frances Bauhof 
Dustin Caleb Beard 
Kristal C. Bell 
Alexandra Maria Belniak 
.Patric Martin Benda 
Henry William Binsbachar Ill 
Amanda Jean Blanco 
Rachael Marie Blankenbecklor 
Lora Elizabeth Bovie 
Cynthia Ann Brinson · 
Sarah Elizabeth Brown 
Rebekah May Bruce 
Kayla M. Bryant 
Dannielle Marie Sumbera 
Jose R. Cancio 
Amy Marie Cantwell 
Rosario Nunez Carcano 
Patrick Ryan Carter 
Nicole C. Cerny 
Allisun Michelle Church 
Lisa Ashley Ci<1ni 
Edward Be!1jamin Clark 
Brandon A. Cole 
Joanne Marie Collins 
Jessica Nicole Conkling 
Albert Eward Cooper Jr. 
Brittany Lee Corbett 
Candice Costa 
Kelly Ann Crain 
Stephanie Lee Crandall 
William Frederick Crary Ill 
Daniel Marcus Crawford 
Parnell Stevens Crittenden 
Justin Paul-Alexander Curate 
Christine Julie Damato 
Jacklyn Anita Dargis 
Kevin Edward Andrew Davis 
Martha L. Delgado 
Matthew Stephen Dervin 
Kasey Leigh Desplaines 
Justin David DiCenso 
Steven Alexander Dombkowski 
Robert J. Domenico 
Patrice Kathleen Dunne 
Dania Duperat 
Eric J. Eidson 
Alexander Anton Ellert 
Joelle Stephanie Fenton 

Michael A. Fenton 
Lauren Kattiren Fikki 
Nancy Zarko Fleming 
Stacey S. Foley 
Brianna Rae Foreman 
Lindsey. E. Forrest 
Amanda Marie Foster 
John Hunter Foy Jr 
Ashlee Michele Fulton 
Danielle Marie Gallagher 
William Robert Kenneth Gallart 
Rebekah Rae Garner 
Amber Natasha Garrod 
Thomas Ernest Gathright 
Lauri Elisabeth Gauthier 
Kati E. Gaynor ' 
Ashley Lauren Giampietro 
Mario David Giardino 
Jennifer Lee Githens 
Jamie Thomas Goleski 
S'lva S. Goodman 
Daniel George Gouldner 
Christopher Gracia 
Jacqueline Ann Grahame 
Jessica Marie Grandov 
Devon Michelle Green 
Jared John Greene 
Lina M. Guarnizo 
Gina Marie Guidarelli 
Joseph Nash Gunnoe 
,Joshua D. Guthrie 
AmberN. Hall 
Nicole Danielle Harris 
Lauren Katheryn Hart 
Christopher Raymond Hawn 

. Christopher Nicholas Heissen- , 
berg 
Sandra Hernandez 
Anthony Ryan Talan Zane Hoff
man 
Heather Sara Hoffmann 
Thomas Marshall Holder 
Kelly Lee Holmes-Tomei 
Ellyn Kathryn Hosbach 
Ryan Jame House 
Emily Patricia Huber 
Christina Ariel Hutchinson 
Michael E. Izzo 
Cheryl Lyn Jacaruso 
Paul D. Jackson 
Leaslie A. James 
Anthony Jimenez 
Rachelle Nicole Jiron 
April Ann Jones 
Christine Moseley Jones 
Sherri Lynn Jones 
Amanda Nicole Keathley 
Anthony Beau Kelly 
Kyle H. Kretzer 
Julie Marie KuperinskY 
Danielle L. Kurish 
Danielle Leigh Lacombe 
James Richard L<1mb Jr. 
Annette T. Lampard 
Monica Lange 
,Jillian M. Laughlin 

Peter Dean Linde 
Shayank Lopez 
Tiffany Irene Lovelace 
Gregory Dale-Edward Madden 
Julian Lorenzo Maiucci 
Carol S. Mareno 
Daniela Elaina Markowitz 
Russell J. Marlborough 
Taylor Brandon Marsh 
Donald Richard Marshall 
Lauren Alyse Martin 
Matthew Michael Maslak 
Hannah L. Matthews 
Christine Michelle Mazzorana 
Amanda P. McAllister 
Casey R. McCormick 
Ondrea S. McCourry 
Kelly Kristine McLaughlin 
Heather Katlin Medeiros 
Rebecca Nicole Medveser 
Krista Lynn Mendes 
Ann Ruth Merritt 
Katie Lynn Mich,alowski 
Jamie Lynn Milici 
James Walter Mills 
Yvette Millward 
Sarah Leann~ Mitchell 
Amanda Kay Mohorek 
Vagelis Dimitrios Molchanov 
Sharon Renea Moody 
Amber L. Moore 
Alyse Nichole Nelson · 
Joshua N. New 
Rachel Nichelle Newell 
Stephanie Elizabeth Paine 
Zalak R. Patel 
Katherine Eugenia Paxson 
Nicole Yvonne Peksa 
Sarah Elizabeth Perez 
Laura A. Perham 
John Perkins-Johnson 
Jimmy Pierre 
Kristina L. Pinkston 
Chad R. Platt 
Seth Nathan Pollack 
Kelsey Marie Reeve 
Kelly Reynolds 
Emily Mary Richter 
Samantha Lynn Robertson 
Brendan Mattson Rogan 
Lara Kathleen Rogers 
Christopher Joseph Ryan 
Hugo Roberto Sabata 
Angelina Marie Saloom 
Susan Marie Saloom 
Robert William Santis 
Teresa Anne Satur 
Thomas Anthony Schenk 
Daniel T. Schlamp 
Amy D. Schooley 
Corrine Haley Scott 
Christie R. Shadoin 
Patricia Shepler 
Denise Marie Shinn 
Alexandra Sirchia 
Amanda Theresa Sirchia 

Lauren Ashley Sloan 
Inga E. Smith 
Michelle Sotomayor 
Rebecca A. Spayde 
Jacqueline Stallone 
Robert Bruce Steele 
Jonathan P. Stellman 
Jennifer Marie Stevenson 
Crystal Drew Steward 
Matthew Thomas Summers 
Heather Alana Suralik 
Glenn R. Swift 
Allison Mary Taber 
Jeanne Elizabeth Tanner 
Abigail Mary Taylor 
Marci Leigh Taylor 
Jose E. Tejeda 
Kristen Marie Thomas 
Michael J. Tommeraas 
Christopher Lee Trappy 
Eilzabeth Ann Vale 
Traci Marie V~letta 
Carlos Christopher Vasquez 
Carly Marie Victor 
Kevin L. Vreeland 
Deborah Ann Warner 

· David Lee Weston 
Diana Margaret Weston 
Erin Hillary Whidden 
Christine Ann Wilson 
Melissa L. Wilson 
Rachel Marie Yeager 
Terissa M. Vanta 
David Alan Young 
Kim Marie Zanfini 
Kyle Edward Zimmer 
Brittany Ann Zurawski 

ASSOCIATE IN 
SCIENCE 
Lindsay Yvonne Acree 
Andrew Dean Anderson 
Kimberly A. Austin 
Peggy Jean Austin 
Gregg A. Barbato 
Michael J. Barber 
Rachael Marie Blankenbecklor 
Annie R. Burgess 
Roxana Gallentine 
Kevin W. Campbell 
Carolyn L. Clanton 
Jenna Lyn Cocorullo 
Serena Julitta Coelho 
Nicholas L. Croft 
Peter D. Croft 
Gina Maria DelPrete 
Matthew Stephen Der.vin 
Helen Irene Dickerson 
Jennifer Marie Eastwood 
Kelley Anne Eldridge 
Gayle Marie Erb 
Patricia Weston Fenton 
Elizabeth Fraser 
Nelo Robert FreUomel 
Jamie Lynn Galucci 
Charles A. Goydas 
Leslie Susan Grabherr 

Heidi Kent Grosso 
Michael Dylan Grover 
Bonnie Brady Hamer 
~argaret Bridget Helm 
Sheri L. Hewitt 
Christopher Michael Hunter 
Douglas V. Killane Ill 1 
Elizabeth Ann Koerselman 
Cheryl L Larschan 
Amy Elizabeth Lindgren 
Maria Lina Lorenzo 
Melanie L. Lundy 
·Amanda Taylor Martin 
Brad M. McGrory 
Krista Lynn Mendes 
Elizabeth Eileen Nabbs 
Gregory F. O'Brien 
Sandra D. Packer 
David John Pavcik 
G. Dawn Pennenga 
Karen Deborah Rabener 
Laura Rasch 
Alicia Roarks 
John Patrick Ryan 
Brian Machree Schackmann 
Alissa Ann Schey 
Evan Daniel Schilling 
Jaci W. Schlemmer 
George Louis Schneider 
Janet Quinn Shelto 
Natalie Joanna Smith 
Michael G. Stagmiller 
Patti Strauch 
Tamara Marie Thomas 
Clara Diann Thompson · 
Gaylene Tucker 
Nadine Naomi Whitton 
Benjamin Russell Williams 
Christine Ann Wilson 
Jennifer M. Wysock 
Frederick J. Young 
Shelly Rosalind Zapatka 
Karen Zarakas 

ASSOCIATE IN 
APPLIED SCIENCE 
Ronald M. Belote Jr. 
Charlene Marie Beluscsak 
Latoya D. Brown 
Lori Jean Brown 
Deborah Lewis Buckle 
Roy J. DeCelle Jr. 
Eric Anthony Decesare 
Sean M. DuBois 
Scott J. Graybush 
Audrey Lynette Hazelton 
Kathy L. Jones 
Robert L. Kohl 
Aytan Kurgun 
Anthony Milazzo 
George E. Motz 
Jamie Marie O'Brien 
Frank Nicholas Trovato 
Mark Alfred Winchell II 
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IRCC GRADUATES FROM ST. LUCIE COUNTY I . •Daisy Evette -Ricketts ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED 
1 

- · . M. atthew Scott Eavers · David Edward Leigh SCIENCE 2008 
E h h L Le ell William Alan Riddle Wayne A. Anderson ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE Sebastian Alejandro c arren Jos ua . m Aliyah Jeanne Rigler Salvatore D. Anicito 

2008 . ·corri Lynn Embry Tabitha Alys Lendon Janna Lynn Robinson Raama N. Badalo , . 
Shirley R. Adames Deanna S._ Estep Darren P. Lidbetter Syeda Umme Sadia . Javier Adrian Baisburd 
Lucrecia Marie Afflick-Richardson Mitchell Willems Farrell Chnstine Liquori Gwenda Platt Saintil Gary Sydney Balcombe 
lvy·Alayon · Alicia N. Fehrman. Sheri Lynn Loewe _Edward James Samuel 

11 Z·,na AI-Hennaw·, Vincen_ t Todd_ Felicione Vicki An_ne Loomis Jose Israel Benitez 
F d Jocelyn Diane Sanchez d · J B t Stephan.,e Renee Alme·,da Melanie Sherita or John Enc Lopez Ka n . en 011 
F I Melissa Catherine Scheib Nicholas Michael Anicito Andrew Dunne ow er Stephen Guy Lowman Nicole Ann Schillace Kalene Mary Blind 

Sarah Lucille Ankeny Alexander Fnman . Kristen L. Ludwig Carol Lee Schinenk Tamara Shanese Brown 
Stephanie Arango Aaron Russell_ Frisbie Mary Margaret Luke , Lauren Elizabeth Browning 
Dawn Catherine Argyriou Sharon Lorraine Funato Jill Nicole Mahre Jeff G. Schneider Jeri Lee Brubaker 
Jill Danielle Arold Carolyn M. R. _Gadsl:ly Roseann Maresca · Rachel Ann Schrol:lr Falecia Yvonne Brunson 
Marybeth Ashburn Karen D. Gagliano Felonice Inez Margasak Brenda L. Seamans Nancy Nicole Bucci 
Andrew Thomas_Atkinson ~~~~na~c~~cia Lara Lynn Maxwell _ ~~~~~t~a~~f~ Seddique Kevin John Buckley 
Tracie Rowe _Atkinson Gina Ann Georges Julia Andrea McCallister Lidia Serrano Kyle Timothy Buerck 
Heather Mane Azeredo .Jacques Ellery Germain Misty Dawn McCoy Jennifer Shoup • Daniel E. Burkhardt 
Michelle C. Bearror Christine Marie Giles William Wesley McNeal . Morgan Shultz r Jason Edward Cannon 
Deborah Mane _Beath Pamela G. Givans Amanda Lynn McPeak Barbara Ann Sinner Jamie Suzanne Cano 
Michael Chn

st
a,n Bechtel Theresa Ann Gizze Laura C. Meredith Eric D. Sinner Paul Thomas Ciborowski 

BRra
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B~!hle Jessica Louise Goldsmith. Jefferson M. Metts . John David Skinner Junior Dolcine 
err_ie ,os ,zon . Elsa Gomez · Daniel C. Mikels · Jamie Kinser Duplantis 

Chri
st

opher Marcus Beier Jajuana Latoya Griffin Jacilyn Leigh Mikels Angela Jo Sm,th Jose Omar Duran 
~ona

th
an tln B~~~:~ Christopher Ryan Guido Am~lia Mignon Miller ~~~:rM+~:e~~~;;ith Barbara Guetiler 

N:~~~sl B~nnnett · ~~~a~1i~d~~e~~~gi~g Thernell Lamar Mills Sr. Hayley Byron Snedeker David H: Hanson Jr. 
Tanya Lyn Berrios T eka L Hardrick Fransisca Modest, . . Dawn Marie Sneltzer Cinda Beth Hare 
Wilkinson Bertrand . J~~on R .. Harrison Veronica Jeanne Molinari Jamie Rene Spence Elizabeth Ann Hebert 
Kathy Bowman Blachowski / Miradeth N Hay Janece Mane Molinuevo Sara Marie Steele Leon H. Hinote Ill 
Andrea N. Blackwood Elizabeth Ann Hebert Christopher Sean Moore Heather Renee Stone Sheila Mackinder Horan 
Lindsee Allison Blum Jessica Lee Helmer Kizzy Curtis Moore Ashley Nicole Stuart Patricia Johnson 
Angela Janel Borges · Bryan H. Henley Gary Morales Kristopher Michael Takahashi Eileen K. Kelly 
Alfredo Borroto J Heather Renee Hertel William Robert Morash Yeshanew M. Teklie Sukelys Andrea Kennedy 
Ve_nus Brown Christina Higgins Katie Lynn Morrow Cheryl Renee Thomas Natasha Marie Klaassen 
Allison lee Bu

nd
y Michelle Hinderliter Melissa Ann Murray Julie Acquaro Van Mersbergen Sidney Leville Long 

Elaine Cafarelli Ryan Daniel Stephen Holroyd Janet M. Napolitano Kara Marie Velazquez Lisa E. Lynch 
Li~a Tra_cy-Ann Camp~II d II Leigh Hudson Desiree Rebecca Needle Joseph c. Vesce Jade Lindecamp Martin 
Jac~uehne Rauler~~n ar e Ran_di Daniele Hughes Tran Buu Ngo Kristen Leigh Vesper Nicholas Alvin Masters 
Enrique Carmona t Ezd1har Hussein . Robert Wayne Norvell Jr. · Colin Tyler Vessels Anna Matuson Shasta Lea Carpen er Ezdihar S Hussein · L · N · 
Christine Susan Carraway Thomas Hutchinson Angelika _uc,a unez Reuben_V1ctor . Stephen R. Mayo 
Lisa Renee Cason Amanda Elizabeth Ingersoll Edw_1na Mi?helle Oliver Diane Kimberly V_1lloch Ashlee R. Mayr 
Joseph v. Cassaniti lsma-Yola Isaac Sylvia Mane Ontiveros Darnelle Renee v,zzo Amy Rose Mccorry 
Wanda H. Cermeli Gabrielle Alexandra Jackson Jose Ortiz Christopher Ross Wade Ryan w. McKuhen 
Jean Estiva Charles Jeremy Edward Jackson Michelle Rqse Pantry Car_ol A. Walters Darlene F. McNeal 
Kristen Rae Chew David Evan Jacobson Melissa Mane Pearson Melissa J. Whitcomb A. Danielle Milner 
Omar Orlarido Chez Milly Jean-Baptiste Mary A. Pekala Ryan John Wilcox Mirlande Moise 
Leslie Sarah Childs Susan Penelope Jenkins Michael Jacob Peters -Bella Sita Williams Edward Temmar Morman 
Dieulanie Claude Bettina Clement Johnson Kelly Michelle Peterson Shantay D. Williams West Joshua Scott Muise 1 
Ermose Claude Valerie J. Johnson Blanchard Alriche Pierre Charliemae M. Willingham Christina Leigh Muskett 

1 Gregorio Collazo Jr. Gregory Oliver Johnson Brynn Rene Polkinghorn Krystal Ariel Elizebeth Woessner Tavares Lee
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Nicole Lynn Costello Audrey Kathryn Fowler Jones Gale Ann Pounds Micaela Nicole Wolfe Benjamin James Ryan 
Janice Couble Michelle Joseph Erika Shontae Pratt Susan Mane Woodhouse Prucien Sanon 
Joseph V. Cox , Daniel Jouver Kimberly Marie Pugh Sheila T. Wyatt Mariam Mateen Seddique 
John Wayne Craton . 1 Carne-Anne Keane Jane Margaret Pulsifer Dawn M. Yawn Vanessa£. Symins 
Mark Michael Cristaldi Whitney Keene Joyce M Ragin-Gilliam Irena Young Luis Manuel Torres 
Jeffrey Michael Curl , Kris Ann Kelly Christia~ Ramirez Scott Frank Yuken . Malena F. Vallmau·o Christopher M. Dabrusco Ian Stewart Kerr . 
Frank E. Damato Ill Christopher P. Khanna David Cl EarRI Regedt Christopher Joseph Zermeno Kirk Vincent Wallace 
Troy J. Danner Karen Diane Kozac Rache .. e is er Maurice White 
Angela Michelle Davis Candace Dorothy Kury Sheila T. Wyatt 
Michelle Valencia Davis Leslie Ann LaFountain Christian Teodoro Zamora 
Tara Leigh Deleon Fleda Vericka Lawrence 
Sandra Dickens ,Ashley Elizabeth Lawson 
Tricia A. Dickson Jason D. Lea 
Jean Andre Dorval 



lRCC GRADUATES FROM ST. LUCIE COUNTY 
ASSOCIATE IN ARTS 2008 
Nichole Rene Heath 
Ashley Diann Helton 
Merritt Catherine Henderson 
Amanda Marie Henning 
Darryl Clive Heslop 
Melissa Hicks 
Mary Caireanne Higgs 
Michael W. Hillard 
David Paul Hiller 
Teria Jo'Vanne Hines 
Tamara Nikkole Hobson 
Melissa Martin Holley 
Laura Lee Holt 
Ashley Michelle Honeycutt 
Corey Justin Horn 
Steven M. Horner 
Macselynia Hossain 
Lindsay Elizabeth Hout 
Alexander Leroy Howard 
Melissa Marie Howard 
Whitney Latoya Hughes 
Manuel Dieter Huismann 
Maria Teresa Huisman~ 
Jackson 1 .• Hurst 
Bridgette M. Hyde 
Carmela Ann Innamorato 
Adam Eliot Irizarry 
Miehe Isaac 
Presley Isaac 
Matthew David Isaacson 
Kristin Marie Jacobson
,/anessa Marie Jansik 
Kimberly Rose Jeckell 

, Crystal Jeffrey 
Nathaniel Cortney Johnson 
Nicole Whitney Johnson 
Toney Johnson Ill 
Gregory Lonnie! Johnson Jr. 
Eric Hayden Joiner 
Charles Douglas Jones 
Heather Ann Jones 
Rachel Tiffany Jones 
Vanessa A. J,ones 
Elizabeth lmmaculee Joseph 
Rose Nelie Joseph-Michel 
Janice Kahn 
Roselyn Nasimiyu Kakai 
Stephania Eleni Kalentzis 
Alison Marie Kaplan 
Lauren Elizabeth Katz 
Amber Lynn Kaup 
Craig Thomas Keatley 
Joshua Thomas Kehres 
Me!anie Kelly 
David Michael Kennedy 
Hanna D. Kennedy 
Jarrett Thomas Kennedy 
Weston Chase Kennedy 
Ashley Danielle Key 
Julie A. Kimble 
Ashley Cherie King 
Taryn LeAnn King 
Pamela King-Archibald 

Joy Lynn Kirkendall 
Marcus A. Kieser 
Christopher Allan Knight 
Ashton Keith Knowles 
Christopher James Knowles 
Richard Douglas Kanney 
Timothy Michael Korkuc 
Christeena Elizabeth Koshy 
Katie Anna Kraft 
Olga Kramskaya 
Jonathan James Krier 
Krystal Michele Krivanek 
Cornelia McPhall Kyles 
Matthew Charles Lafleche 
Moulin R. Lalaji 
Lukas James Lambert . 
Jenna Marie Lanning 
Tarik Kimani Lattie 
Lindsey Marae Laury 
Julie Ann LeCluse 
Rose M. Lee 
Ian Stephen Leeflang 
Morgan James LeJeune 
Justin Charles Lenhard 
Antrae Lavoris Lennon 
Kristye Chantel Lennon 
Thomas A. Lentz 
Fabian Leon 

• Jeanmarie Danialle Mck.dvey 
Dwayne Charles McKoy 
Jennifer Leila McMu:iian 
Dhanmatie Meetoo 
Jessenia Lyne! Mejia 
Flavia Lucena Mena 
Alexander R. Mercer 
Lusette Merilien 
Linda Michel 
Sibel Miglino 
Kerri Lee Milligan 
Tonya Rose Mills 
A. Danielle Milner 
Joseph John Miranda 
Kathia S. Monroig 
Cara Marie Montalbano 
Ana Maria Montalvo 
Karin Cynthia Monticello 
Tara Ann Monticello 
Shawn Matthew Morgan 
Michael Kiley Morin 
Michael J. Morris 
James William Moss Jr. 
William F. Mousseau 
Ricardo D. Munoz 
Tara M. Murray 
Janess Murway-Vitone 
Carl Timothy Muschweck Jr. 

Jessica Teresa Leonard 
Christine Nicole Leuenberger 
Leah Levin 

Kenneth Charles Myslakowski 
Carlianne E. Nawrocki 
La Tonya Tenise Nedd 

Christina Marie Lewis 
Michael Anthony Lewis 
Taquetta Linder 
Julieanne Coane Lindsey 
David Michael Lineburg 
Sarah Charissa Littlejohn 
Paul Anthony Longo 
Christopher J. Lucrezia 
Meredith Luke 
Priscilla Ann Luna 
Angela Isabel Lund 
Shelia Brockington Luther 
Laurie Elizabeth Lynch 
Abigail Heather Mack 
Brett Ashley Maggard 
Cheryl Lynn Mahaffey 
Bonnie Maier-Hicks 
Christopher Robert Mallon 
Michael Ross Mann 
Victoria S. Mardis 
Janette Marin 
Ginger Marie Martin 
Aileen Nicole Martinez 
Christina Jade Marze 
Brittany Nicole Mascara 
Dora Marie Mathis 
Deanna Maria Matos 
Kevin R. Matyjaszek 
Daniel Boyd Maxwell 
Jessica Leigh Maxwell 
Shawn Michael Mccafferty 
Jenni Denise McDonald 
Stephanie Nicole Mcinnis 

Elizabeth Ann Neill 
Sara Ashley Neiman 
Astrid Claudette Nelson 
Boaz Nemours 
Jason Ryan Nesti 
Shawn Anton Nettles 
Myra Lizet Nieto 
Ashley Lynn Nobel 
Manuel Alejandro Noboa 
Andre Hurrain Norman 
Steve Nunes 
Saul Cesar Ochoa 
Ashley Marie O'Connell 
Livingston Wade Oden 
Amanda Lee O'Hara 
Kacie Meghan O'Leary 
Brian Clayton Orr 
Casey L. Owens 
Jacqueline Padilla 
Kevin S. Pak 
Rebecca Joan Panayiotou 
Wendy Dawn McGrath Parent 
Paul Park 
Carine Pascal 
Caitlyn Reilly Passino 
Darshit Patel 
· Sarah Catherine Paulick 
Stephanus Le Roux Pelser 
Amiee Lee Pentzer 
Noemi Perez 
Matthew Campbell Perry 
Etzer Petion 
George Lawrence Petruff 

Ms:!Sc.a Mae Pfeiffer Nicholas_ Theodore Scotto-- And~ hr. Triggs ~ 
Cm i,s~ f asmine Phillips Stephanie Michelle Scoville Kenda Marie Turner • 
Lucille King Phillips Michael Jay Sears Jennifer Lynn Valentine 
Jason J. Piano Judy M. Seeger • Natasha Valsaint 
Ralston Hugh Pinnock Paulina C. Seppanen Kayla Nicole Van Auken 
Thomas James Pinyati Marilee Seymour Maria Reina Vanegas . 
Justine Rahera Pittman Christopher James Shay Ian J. Varvaro 
Angela M. Pizzi Benjamin Craig Sheffield Kara Marie Velazquez 
Brynn Rene Polkinghorn Rebekah Lea Sheubrooks Julyne Alessa Viau 
Yi Poon Kelly Nicole Shoemaker Pierre W: Vignier 
Danielle Evelyn Potolicchio Kristen Leanne Shoemaker Guillermo Daniel Villanueva 
Melonina Natalie Powell Cindy Ann Silva Talea Owens Virgin 
Matthew Simpson Webster Preston Ronna S. Silvay Christopher Vizcarrondo 
Leanna Nicole Preuss . Annemarie Singer Alicia Jean Walden 
Justin Samuel Price Michael Devendra Singh Ashley Lauren Walker 
Kathryn F. Priest Michael Joseph Sinnott James Allen Walker 
Rachel Marie Privateer Nicole Joy S1scaretti Carrera Lynn Waller 
Kerry Marie Prussing Faith Lynn Skodmin Matthew Scott Walter. 
Ashlee Marie Pulcini Allison June Sloan Joseme K. Walters 
Brittany Susanne Quinlan Alicia Orinthia Smith Samantha Ann Walters 
Kimberley Rose Rafferty Chelsea Ann Smith Jamaun L. Washington 
Anthony Lee Ragasa Christopher Richard Smith Wade A. Weaver 
Eric Johnson Raines Derek Lamart Smith Alesia Joanna Weekes 
Sasha Edith Ramirez-Acosta Haley Grace Smith Dylan A. Weeks 
Julia Mae Randolph Lasonya Yenae Smith Suzanne R. Weeks 
Carole Mae Rathburn Jasmanda Soto-Inigo Aydan Wessels 
Shaneka Latrice Raymond Jaclyn Kathleen Souza Madison Hill Wharton 
Callisha Francine Shante Raynor Nicolle Marie Spoto Marcy P. White 
Robert M. Reals Candia Marie St Hill Jennifer J. Wick 
London c. Reeves Dawn R. Stannis S_tacey Dyanne Wickett 
Megan G. Reeves Katherine A. Stannis Eric T. Wilbur 
Alriche Regis Jacklyn Christyle Stearns Donald Paul Wilks 
Meghan Lizabeth Reimers Christine Lynn Steele Ashley Lauren Willett 
Garron Rene Michelle Marie Steinberg Adele William 
Pierre Maurice Revange Holly Ann Stephens Dantrese Marelle Williams 
Dominique Revolus Carla E. Sterling Jessyka E. Williams 
Joshua Carl Reynolds Gabriel Jamal Stockton Peter Williams 
Christina Ricci Charles William Stone Jr. Andrew J. Willis 
Nicole Ann Rios Savanna Cay Strunk Andrew F. Willmore 
Ashley Mae Ritchie Azaia S. Stubbs . James C. Wills 
Jaimie Christiria Rivera Ivon Navarro Suarez John Donald Wills 
Corinne Townsend Rizzo Robert Joseph Sweat Ashley Nicole Wilson 
Brittany Alyse Robertson Priscilla Ann Sweet EstelaM. Wilson 
Sebastian Mark Boris Robinson Jheanell Georgette Tabana Julia Gwyn Wilson 
Christopher Robert Rogers Kristopher Michael Takahashi Lisa Marie Wilson 
Julie Tiffany Rogers · Eddie _Vincent Tassone S_arah Anne Wilson 
Matthew Michael Rolfes Melanie Wynn Tate Tiffany Brooke Wilson 
Jacques Romelien Jr. Frank R. Taylor Emilie Lian Windham 
Joshua Matthew Rosayn Neville Ganesh Tennassee Laurena M. Wittenmyer 
Desiree S. Rosenblit Michael M. Thakkar Melissa Ann Wolf 
Emmie Lee Ross Cynkeithia Mercedes Thompso Melissa Ann Wolfe 
Michael L. Sabater . Rebekah Hope Thompson Danielle L. Wygand 
Amanda M·arie Saffioti Yolande Stacy Thompspn Matthew Wynn 
Jonathan Wayne Sailer Melissa Marie Tillman · Emi Yatabe 
Karen Salgado Christopher My Tinio Ashley Nicole Yaworsky 
Nelson Andres Sanchez Jennifer Lee Tinn Jamie Lynne Young . 
Rianna' K. Sankarpersad Channa Darcel Toote Sasha Natasha Zadravecz 
Jessica L. Sargent Sabrina Marie Torres Alex, Marie Zastenik 
Yahaira Sava Darya lvanovna Torunova Juan Pablo Zea 
Amanda Lynn Schacht Joanne M. Toto William H. Zeh . 
Tamara Ann Schirmer Kyle Richard Totten Josep_h Zervopou1os 
Stuart w. Schroeder Erikka Jasmin Trabal Vass11ios D. Ze,-vopoulos 
Artisha DeVette Scott Andrea Joy Tracey 
Priscilla Marlene Scott Timot_hy Neil Treder 



Repackaging, Recnriting, and Infusing Photonics and Robotics 
Revives Indian River Community College's Electronics Program 
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C 
hrys A. Panayiotou approached 
the enrollment decline in his 
electronics program like the 

engineer that he is: It was a problem 
to be solved. 

Nationally, enrollments in com
munity colleges' electronics pro
grams have been dropping for years, 
so having only eight electronics 
engineering graduates in 2005 from 
Indian River Community College 
(IRCC), was not a unique situation. 
It was, however, a trend that 
Panayiotou, an electronics professor 
and chairman of the electronics 
engineering technology department 
at IRCC in Fort Pierce, Florida, was 
unwilling to accept. 

"I had to do something drastic," 
he says. First, he scrutinized how 
popular proprietary colleges attract 
students to their more expensive pro
grams. He came away favorably 
impressed by their marketing and 
recruiting. Then he partnered with 
the National Center for Optics and 
Photonics Education (OP-TEC), an 
ATE National Center of Excellence in 
Waco, Texas. 

His solution, supported as a sub
awardee of OP-TEO; national ATE 
center grant, includes adding photon
ics and robotics to IRCCs electives, 
hiring a recruiter, jazzing up the pro
grams marketing with full-color 
brochures and high-tech videos, and 
repackaging part of the electronics 
program into an institute with an aura 
of selectivity. 

Enrollments have quadrupled 
from 40 students in 2005 to 160 
in 2007. 

"It is surprising," Panayiotou says, 
crediting much of the growth to Julie 
Ann Clark, program specialist for the 
advanced technology division, who 
returns from recruiting presentations 
not just with the number of students 
she spoke with but also with the 
names of prospective students. 

'The most effective of all recruit
ing methods is the one-on-one con
tact between the recruiter and the 
prospective student," Panayiotou says. 
Clark, a parent of young children and 
recent recipient of a marketing degree, 
relates well to her target audience of 
high school students and young 
adults. She catches their attention by 
talking about lasers, fiber optics, pho
tonics and robotics. "We don't use the 
word "electronics" until after we get 
their interest," Panayiotou explains. 
Clark starts her recruiting with group 
presentations, and then follows up at 
the high schools with personal con
versations with any student who notes 
an interest in the institute or IRCC on 
the prospect cards she collects at the 
group presentations. From there, 
Clark shapes her conversations with 
prospective students according to 
what they tell her. 

"It just depends on where they're 
coming from. I try to listen first and 
then work with what they want," she 
says, adding that she pays particular 
attention to students' hobbies and 

whether they like hands-on work. She 
tries to shepherd any students inter
ested in IRCC, regardless of their 
intended major, through the place
ment testing and enrollment process. 
She helps students connect with the 
colleges tutoring services if they need 
help in particular subjects. "I try to 
treat each of these people as if they 
were me or one of my children," 
Clark explains. 

The other, somewhat counterin
tuitive change that is producing 
results is the creation of the Robotics 
and Photonics Institute. The insti
tute has the same courses that the 
electronics department offers during 
the day and evening, but requires 
students to apply for admission, 
pass English, math, and reading 
placement tests, and enroll full-time. 
The placement test ensures that the 
institutes students have the funda
mental knowledge to move as a 
cohort through classes that meet 
from 8:00 a.m . to 12:30 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday for five 
consecutive semesters. 

The institutes entry requirements 
go against the conventional thinking 
about what community college stu
dents need and want. "Your program 
is dying; you are just going to kill it," 
Panayioutou remembers colleagues 
warning him about the placement test 
and rigid scheduling. But he thought 
the flexible schedulingjust added to 
the colleges problem of filling elec
tronics classes. When sections were 



cancelled due to low enrollment, it 
made it harder for students to gradu
ate on time and many simply gave up. 
He thought scheduling the classes in a 
block would ensure that students 
could get all the classes they needed 
to graduate in two years. He also 
thought that having students progress 
as a cohort would create a peer group 
that would help students maintain 
their momentum. 

Evidence from the institutes first 
two years indicate he may be right. 
When the institutes entry require
ments are combined with the efforts 
of the part-time recruiter and glitzier 
marketing, they seem to add to 
prospective students' interest. 

"Because of the way we have the 
program as an institute, and the fact 
that they [students) have to fill out an 
application, they have to promise or 
agree that they will go to school full
time, which makes the program more 
desirable," Panayiotou says. It is not 
just that it seems special, Clark adds. 
For traditional college-age students 
the institutes schedule is a pleasant 
change from the all-day, every week
day requirements of high school. She 
has observed that the institute sched
ule leaves students with plenty of time 
for socializing and part-time jobs; and 
that being in a cohort creates cama
raderie among students who talk 
together and play hackie-sack during 
class breaks. 

When prospective students see 
IRCCs new classrooms and lab, it 

often seals their enrollment decisions. 
But, as Panayiotou points out, the 
electronics program moved into the 
Kight Center for Emerging 
Technologies in 2005 when enroll
ments were at their nadir. Evaluators 
are studying the relative importance of 
the various changes on enrollments, 
but for now Panayiotou is happy to 
be getting calls for the first time in his 
career from parents making appoint
ments to visit IRCCs institute with 
their teenagers. 

There were 60 applicants for the 
24 places in the institutes second 
cohort that began in September 2007. 
Most of the students are right out of 
high school, but eight are between 30 
and 45 years old; four of the older 
students are women, which is quite 
unusual in electronics. Applicants 
who did not score well enough on the 
placement tests were directed either to 
the identical electronics core courses 
and electives that the department 
offers at other times, or to remedial 
courses. Although the institutes 
cohort is limited to 24 because of the 
size of the electronics lab, the overall 
enrollment of IRCCs electronics pro
gram has rebounded to 1997 levels. 

The number of graduates has 
risen, too. More than 90% of the first 
institute cohort, which began in fall 
2006, will graduate in spring 2008. In 
addition to the 22 institute students 
on track to graduate, 10 students who 
attend evening classes will graduate as 
well. Panayiotou attributes the 
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A graduate of Indian River Community College's 
electronics engineering technology program adjusts 
the inner drum of a magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI) system. MRls use photonics technologies. 

institutes high completion rate to the 
higher-caliber students agreeing at the 
outset to the prescribed schedule. 

Through OP-TECs network of 
industry partners, IRCCs program has 
come to the attention of national man
ufacturers who now send recruiters 
to campus looking for field service 
technicians. "We've just started and 
the word is spreading," Panayiotou 
says, referring to the $55,000 annual 
salaries some of the companies offer 
to entry-level employees. 

Panayiotou is pleased with the 
results, but does not consider the 
enrollment equation solved. It, like 
the field of electronics, is a constantly 
moving target. He is now working 
with OP-TEC on curricula that mar
ries photonics with nanotechnologys 
evolution, and general electronics 
courses with alternative energy 
sources. 

"You have to be continuously 
tuned to whats going on out there, 
and use the right words and the right 
approach," he advises. ■ 
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Letter: County takes, liberties, land 

By TCPalm Staff 

Sunday. ApMl20 , 2008 

County commissioners are now planning to use eminent domain to pave the way for 

more high-density residential development, this time along 16th Street south of Indian 

River Mall. 

Paving 16th Street between 82nd Avenue and Indian River Community College is a 

reasonable public project consistent with area growth. However, using taxpayer money 

and now eminent domain to significantly embellish the project for the economic benefit 

of real estate developers is a flagrant violation of the public trust. So is offering a hard

working family $55,000 compensation for their front yard, leaving the habitable 

remainder of their homestead unsafe, in violation of code and without value. 

Upholding the principles of liberty, equality and justice for all, our government officials 

are entrusted to protect and serve all the people of Indian River County for the lowest 

possible cost to taxpayers. 

Misuse of public money is wrong. Resorting to eminent domain without good cause is 

rapacious and unconscionable. It is time to stop the madness. Enough is enough. □ 

Theodore W. Robinson Ill D 

Indian River Shores D 

~ © 2008 Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers 

http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2008/ apr/20/letter-county-takes-liberties-land/?printer= 1 / 4/21/2008 
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TQE-Total Quality Effort-in Tech Prep 
and Career Pathways in Florida 
Libby Livings-Eassa, Director of Tech Prep and Career Pathways Initiatives, Indian River 
Community College, Fort Pierce, Florida, and President-Elect, National Association for 
Tech Prep Leadership 

In Florida, the Tech Prep/Career Pathways 
initiative can best be described as a "total 

quality effort." It was created by many 
dedicated, hard-working persons who 
support a continuous quality improvement 
process designed to positively impact 
Florida's citizenry and workforce, not only 
today but well into the future. 

Local Evaluation Process 
Internal evaluation activities within each 
of Florida's consortia aim to improve 
administrative, management, and 
educational operations. 

The ultimate objective of consortium 
evaluation is to enhance the quality, 
effectiveness, and achievement of goals 
of each consortium and include strategies 
and action plans. Ancillary objectives may 
involve the following : 

• Producing data that aid in the 
assessment of each consortium to 
ensure and document the quality, 
effectiveness, and achievement of the 
goals of the initiative 

• Providing timely information and 
data on the quality, effectiveness, 
and achievement of goals of each 
consortium that will enable the 
consortium's administrators to make 
sound decisions 

• Providing an avenue of comparison 
among Florida's consortia so that 
best practices can be shared among 
consortia and that consortia can 
strengthen and improve the quality 
of their efforts by emulating the best 
practices of others 

The Florida Career Pathways Network 
hosts an annual symposium where this 
kind of sharing takes place. 

Local Models 
Data elements available from Florida's 
Education and Training Placement 
Information Program (FETPIP) and the 
Florida DOE's database are also continually 
explored as part of the evaluation process. 

In Florida, several consortia have received 
national exemplary awards from both 
the American Association of Community 
Colleges and the U.S. Department or 
Education for being outstanding Tech Prep 
consortia. Comparative techniques 
must be ,used to strengthen all 
consortia's operations. 

Philosophies and programs implemented 
throughout the Quad-County Consortium 
of Indian River College reflect data-based, 
data-driven decisions. The consortium's 
consistent investment in the utilization of 
student performance data to formulate 
remediation strategies, develop new 
and strengthen existing programs, and 
enhance comprehensive career preparation 
consistentl'y results in increases in student 
success and increases in the number 
of students who are well prepared for 
postsecondary studies. 

Such an investment and resulting 
program success are dependent upon, for 
example, identifying the remediation needs 
of Tech Prep/Career Pathways students, 
compared to non-Tech Prep/Career 
Pathways, when they enter the college. 
Aggregated data can be used in studies 
designed to support improvement of 
educational programs in the consortium's 
service-delivery area . Such data is shared 
with career/technical directors and 
secondary school site personnel. This 
is accomplished in part by generating 
management information systems (MIS) 

The consortium's 
consistent investment 

in the utilization of 
student performance 

data to formulate 
remediation 

strategies, develop 
new and strengthen 

existing programs, 
and enhance 

comprehensive 
career preparation 

consistently results in 
increases in student 

success and increases 
in the number of 
students who are 
well prepared for 

postsecondary 
studies. 

See TQE, page 6. 

National Career Pathways Network 
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Data is the 
cornerstone for 
assessing secondary 
and postsecondary 
program needs 
with regard to both 
realignment of 
existing programs 
and establ ishment 
of new programs to 
meet occupational 
projections for high
wage, high-demand 
opportunities. 

reports at the college utilizing data 
received from high schools. The consortium 
also utilizes such information from the 
system to facilitate award of credit for 
locally articulated courses. 

Data is the cornerstone for assessing 
secondary and postsecondary program 
needs with regard to both realignment 
of existing programs and establishment 
of new programs to meet occupational 
projections for high-wage, high-demand 
opportunities. Information from regional 
workforce boards and the Agency for 
Workforce Innovation (http://www. 
floridajobs.org/) is consistently evaluated 
to determine educational and program 
needs as aligned with local, regional, and 
statewide needs and with sector-based 
economic development goals. Based 
on these results, curriculum alignment, 
articulation, dual enrollment 'opportunities, 
and other factors are adjusted to maximize 
transitions. 

The Orange Osceola Valencia Tech Prep 
Consortium located in Orlando, Florida, 
has in place a solid data collection model 
that has been refined over the last ten 
years. This model includes high school 
data as well as data regarding transition 
to the community college. Each year, an 
outcomes booklet is presented to include 
high school data regarding enrollments, 
articulation, student success measures 
such as FCAT, high school graduation rates, 
and college placement and remediation 
rates . Summary data, along with career 
pathways, is available on the consortium 's 
website (http ://www. va lenciacc. ed u/ 
tech prep). 

Tech Prep students are identified as 
early as the ninth grade. Each Tech 
Prep student signs a program plan and 
the requ isite program code is entered 
into the school district's database for 
tracking. Four data runs each year are 
sent to the Tech Prep office at Valencia 
Community College, which serves as 
the pivotal location for data collection 
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and analysis. An Access database is 
maintained and used throughout the year 
for joint assessment processing (unique 
career pathways assessments required 
for articulation), enrollment reports by 
high school (including demographics and 
nontraditional enrollment), student and 
parent communication, and the tracki ng of 
students to the community college. 

Valencia has fully integrated the 
identification and credit posting process 
into SCT Banner, the college's student 
information system. Tech Prep student 
applicants to the college are identified 
weekly and placed in holding. Upon term 
enrollment, after the drop/add period, 
eligible Tech Prep credits are placed onto 
transcripts . Welcome letters are sent to 
students who make the transition. A cohort 
tracking chart of all Tech Prep students is 
maintained and retention rates and are 
monitored . Close to $2 million in Tech Prep 
college credits have been awarded . 

Reports are also routinely generated 
for both the high schools and the 
college program directors identifying 
the students and providing an analysis 
of the percentage of students who have 
followed their career paths. Specific data 
are provided at the career path articulation 
committee meetings held each fall. 

The Tech Prep office also works with 
Valencia's dual enrollment department 
to identify students enrolled in academic 
dual enrollment along w ith their Tech Prep 
program areas. In addition, the school 
district technical centers provide student 
information about the high school students 
who are dually enrolled in technical 
program areas and are included in the 
tracking information as well. ~ 

For more information on the Quad
County Consortium, email Libby Livings
Eassa at elivings@ircc.edu. For more 
information on the Orange Osceola 
Valencia Consortium, email Beverlee 
Andrews at bandrews@valenciacc.edu. 
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Accountability ... Accountability ... 
Accountability .. ~Who Said We Couldn't Do It? 
Sheila Ruhland, Vice President for Instruction, Rockingham Community College, North 
Carolina, and Ray Timlin, Director of Continuing Education, Mercer County Career Center, 
Pennsylvania 

A ccountability is nothing new. States 
1-'\are and have been collecting data 
as part of the Perkins requirement for 
career and technical education . Since the 
reauthorization of Perkins (Perkins IV), 
most individuals responsible for reporting 
the "Effectiveness of Tech Prep" programs 
(Sec. 205) have been trying to identify 
how to collect and report Tech Prep data. 
The National Association for Tech Prep 
Leadership (NATPL) has been instrumental 
in writing the Tech Prep Performance 
Measures included in Perkins IV. To help 
you with accountability, NATPL offers 
the following "tools" to assist with the 
development of evaluation plans for 
collecting and reporting Tech Prep data . 

In January, the NATPL Legislative and 
Public Policy Committee developed a 
position paper and sent it to the Office of 
Vocational and Adult Education to begin 
the discussion on three critical areas: 

• Recommended changes to the 
Measurement Definitions for Tech 
Prep Indicators of Performance and 
Accountability #9 and #1 O; 

• Recommended evaluation plan to 
respond to Sec. 113, Sec. 203, and 
Sec. 205; and 

• Recommended time line to collect 
and report Tech Prep Performance 
Measures. 

As part of the evaluation plan, a 
rubric has been developed to report the 
"effectiveness of a Tech Prep program" 
(Sec. 205). The rubric allows states to 
develop plans for improvement using data 
for decision-making. The rubric uses a 
rating scale consisting of four items: (1) not 
begun, (2) planning, (3) development, and 
(4) implementation. 

The evaluation is based on six criteria: 
(1) remediation, (2) related employment, 
(3) persistence (completion) , (4) return on 
investment, (5) credential attainment, and 
(6) education relevance. 

Once the evaluation is finalized, it will 
be shared with Tech Prep leaders and 
presented at the 2008 NATPL Forum prior 
to the NCPN conference in Cincinnati . 
(For a description of the Forum, seerthe 
conference brochure at ncpn.info under 
"2008 NCPN Conference.") 

In 1999, NATPL developed a "Quality 
Indicator;" document to assist in local and 
state assessment of Tech Prep prog rams. In 
2007 the document was revised to include 
alignment with the quality indicators in 
Sections 201 - 206 and the core indicators 
of performance requ ired in Perkins IV. 
The document provides a self-assessment 
of f ive components : (1) accountability/ 
sustainability, (2) student opportunities, 
(3) curriculum, (4) articulation, and 
(5) professional development. 

Completion of the self-assessment 
provides data for determining whether 
program efforts have been accomplished, 
are in progress, or are still developing . 
NATPL'.s "Quality Indicators" document also 
provides an outline for developing action 
plans to improve and/or sustain efforts. 

Plan now to attend the NCPN 
preconference workshop on October 23 
titled "How-to Approach: Evaluating, 
Collecting and Reporting Tech Prep Data." 
The workshop will provide an excellent 
opportunity for participants to learn the 
most effective methods for designing 
evaluation plans; understanding and 
learning how to collect Tech Prep data in 
response to the ten Tech Prep performance 

Completion of the 
self-assessment 

provides data for 
determining whether 

Tech Prep program 
efforts have been 

accomplished, are in 
progress, or are still 

developing. 

See Accountability, page 8. 
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Accountability, 
- c.ont. from page 7 

Connections 
Mark Whitney, Editor 

David Bond, Director, 
NCPN 

Connections is published 
by the National Career 
Pathways Network, an 
organization of educators 
and employers dedicated 
to the advancement of 
Career Pathways, Tech 
Prep, and other CTE 
initiatives. NCPN assists 
its members in planning, 
implementing, evaluating, 
and improving workforce 
education programs. 
NCPN was founded by 
CORD, a national nonprofit 
organization that has been 
leading change in education 
for over twenty years. 

Questions about 
Connections? 
Contact: Mark Whitney, 
NCPN, P.O. Box 21689, 
Waco, TX 76702-1689; 
254-772-8756 ext. 315; 
or mwhitney@cord.org 

Visit NCPN on the web at 
www.ncpn.info . 3'°8 

indicators; and designing step-by-step 
approaches to reporting Tech Prep data 
at the local, state, and national levels. 
Presenters will share effective techniques 
for data collection and reporting. 
Participants will receive a "tool kit" 
containing information on all approaches 
discussed during the workshop. 

So, how can you do it? Access any one 
of the resources developed by NATPL. 
Members of the NATPL Legislative and 
Public Policy Committee are available to 
discuss your needs. What can you do? 

• Meet with state "data people" 
to discuss Tech Prep indicators of 
performance. 

• Meet with "data people" at 
community colleges to understand the 
data they are reporting. 

• Review your Perkins State Plan (due 
April 2008) and become'familiar with 
Sec. 113, Sec. 203, and Sec. 205. 

NCPN 
formerly NTPN, 

the National Tech 
Prep Network 

• Don't give up. 
As you have just read, NATPL has been 

busily working on Tech Prep accountability 
workshops and a position paper regarding 

· accountability and data collection issues 
that was sent to OVAE personnel for their 
review. NATPL is your voice for Tech Prep 
in Washington, D.C., and throughout 

1 

the country. Please consider becoming 
a member of NATPL. If you already are 
a member, think about becoming more 
actively involved by joining one of our 
committees or by presenting your concerns 
about Tech Prep issues to us. Membership 
and committee information, NATPL contact 
information, and the Tech Prep Quality 
Indicator document can be found on our 
website, www.natpl.org. ~ 

For more information, em air Sh_eila 
Ruhland at ruhlands@rockinghamcc.edu or 
Ray Timlin at rtimlin@mccc.tee.pa. us. 
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Near the riverfront plaza in downtown Fort Pierce, residents of the new Renaissance on the River condominium can enjoy the experi
ence of living downtown near the waterfront and being a mere walk across the street to the library, and to shops and restaurants beyond. 

St. Lucie County 

T he beautiful 
beaches pictured 
in travel brochures 

are a reality in this pleasant 
county. Imagine the miles of 
sandy beach stretching along 
the barrier islands with the 
Fort Pierce Inlet in the middle. 
Toss in fishing in the Indian 
River Lagoon or sportfishing 
on the Atlantic Ocean and it 
becomes an inspiration for a 
vacation. Add the PGA Golf 
Club with three golf courses 
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and the desire becomes nearly 
irresistible. This is just part of 
the image of St. Lucie County 
that attracts so many visitors. 

The climate, location, favor
able lifestyle and affordable 
properties have a significant 
influence on people whose 
introduction to the county was 
first as a visitor. 

The people are friendly 
and caring. The county has a 
receptive business attitude and 
transportation advantages by 

virtue of easy access to I-95, 
Florida's Turnpike, U.S. 1 and 
Highway 70. 

Residents have a wide range 
of home choices throughout 
the county from golf and water
front communities to ocean 
condominiums, airparks and 
adult living complexes. Also, 
St. Lucie West and Tradition 
offer the choice of traditional 
neighborhood communities 
that are nearly self-contained 
and are part of Port St. Lucie. 
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PGA Golf Club in Port St. Lucie boasts three public golf courses and a golf learn
ing center. St. Lucie County has become a golfer's dream location. 

The Town Hall in Tradition 's town square hosts 
r a variety of meetings and events. 

Fort Pierce 

Making the most of its 
unique location since its early 
beginnings as a fishing village, 
Fort Pierce is a tribute to the 
vision, leadership and commu
nity support that have brought 
new life to the city. 

The city's redevelopment 
most recently added a met
ropolitan touch with the 
Renaissance on the River con
dominium that will be occu
pied this year. A luxury hotel 
is planned downtown. 

The key to the redevelop
ment efforts , the restoration 
of the old city hall, was first. 
Then came the landscaped traf
fic circle and municipal marina 
improvements. 

The harborfront has always 
been a fishing center and is 
busy with visiting boaters. 
Now, more and more landlub
bers are enjoying it, too, stop
ping by for lunch or dinner. 

People gather for fun at the 
restaurants, outdoor events and 
a weekly Farmers Market. They 
visit shops and galleries on the 
main street. 

They attend performances 
at the restored Sunrise Theatre. 
No doubt, they look forward to 
the proposed steakhouse in the 
theatre. 

The library overlooking the 
Indian River Lagoon, the side
walk link from downtown to 
Fort Pierce's award-winning 
beaches and the Riverwalk 
sidewalk are pleasing addi
tions to the city. So, too, is the 
Seven Gables House. It serves 
as a Visitors Center and sits 
between the popular Manatee 
Education Center and the A.E. 
"Bean" Backus Gallery. 

The new parking lot behind 
City Hall has opened. A federal 
courthouse is to be built on 
U.S. Highway 1 and will con
tribute to the city's vitality. 

In addition to what is 
happening downtown, the 
emerging research and bio
tech industry, represented 
by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture research facil-
ity, F AU/ Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institution and 
the Smithsonian Institution 
marine research station, are 
creating jobs and bringing top 
scientists to the area. 

N. Hutchi11s011 Island 

North Hutchinson Island is 
the part of the barrier island 
that lies to the north of the Fort 
Pierce Inlet and extends to the 
Indian River County line where 
the island's name changes to 
Orchid Island. 

Whatever the name, the 
beaches, parks and prospect 
of fishing in the Indian River 
Lagoon and Atlantic Ocean 
lure people to the area espe
cially from November to April. 

The 340-acre Fort Pierce 
Inlet State Park and the Navy 
UDT-SEAL Museum are popu
lar attractions. 

S. Hutchi11s011 Island 

South of the Fort Pierce 
Inlet is the barrier island that 
is shared by both St. Lucie and 
Martin County. In St. Lucie 
County, their part of the bar
rier island is called South 
Hutchinson Island. People 
in Martin County refer to it 
simply as Hutchinson Island. 
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No matter the name, the mag
nificent beaches and outstand
ing parks are a hallmark of St. 
Lucie County. 

On the island are places 
for visitors to stay while they 
enjoy a real vacation. There are 
also good restaurants located 
nearby. Leisure-time activities, 
including excellent fishing, 
are plentiful. Homes and con
dominiums on the ocean, the 
river and the causeway provide 
magnificent views for people 
who decide to make their stays 
a bit more permanent. 

Port St. Lucie 

Despite being the largest 
city on the Treasure Coast, 
Port St. Lucie has not had 
a downtown area. The City 
Center construction project 
underway is changing that. 

The Mediterranean-themed 
City Center will have four- and 
five-story residential buildings 
with retail and offices on the 
ground floor, and four restau
rants. There will also be civic 
center and parking garages. A 
megaplex movie theater and a 
hotel are planned and will be 
located nearby. 

The 100,000 sq. ft . Civic 
Center is underway and is set 
to open December 1. It has a 
banquet hall for 1,000 and a 
separate fitness center with 
racquetball and basketball 
courts . 

The planned Crosstown 
Parkway linking U.S. Highway 
1 and I-95 will improve the 
route to City Center for people 
from St. Lucie West, PGA 
Village, Verano, Tesoro, and 
Tradition, among others. 

Tradition is a traditional 
neighborhood community de
veloped by Core Communities. 
It is alive with activity gener
ated by residents and visitors 
who live there, dine there and 
shop there. 

The Landing is a power 
center that includes a variety 
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At the Riverwalk in Port St. Lucie, outdoor patios at restaurants overlook the 
Veterans Memorial Park located off the North Fork of the St. Lucie River. 
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Harbortown Marina is one of two major marinas in Fort Pierce. The city is a 
popular stopping off point for boaters on the Intracoastal Waterway. 

The new five-story Clerk of Court building is a 
r pleasant addition to the Fort Pierce skyline. 

of big box stores and a Target 
Supercenter. More restaurants' 
are on the way. 

A new charter lab school 
underway in the community 
pairs the St. Lucie School 
District and Florida Atlantic 
University and is focused on 
improving education for all 
county students. Several of 
them may one day work in the 
emerging biotech industry. 

Some business leaders 
imagine a biotech corridor 
extending from Miami to 
Jacksonville. 

At Tradition's Center for 
Innovation research park 
alongside I-95, the Torrey 
Pines Institute of Molecular 
Studies headquarters is near
ing completion. 

The Oregon Health & 
Science University's Vaccine 
and Gene Therapy Institute 
has signed on at the research 
park. A Martin Memorial 
Health System campus is also 
anticipated. Biotech entrepre
neur Alfred E. Mann plans a 
project with space for medical, 
corporate and research offices . 

A hotel and two restaurants 
will be built on an adjacent site . 

St. Lucie West 

This 4,600-acre Core 
Communities' development is 
comprised of many neighbor
hoods, schools and universi
ties, shopping centers, hotels, 
restaurants , services, banks, 
churches, temple, medical 
centers, post office, a 16-screen 
cinema and a family enter
tainment center. St. Lucie 
West also hosts the New York 
Mets' spring training games at 
Tradition Field. 

The new 320,000 sq. ft. , 
Town Center at St. Lucie West 
is set to open in Fall, 2008, 
and includes national retailers 
Circuit Center, Petco, Staples, 
Heall's and others. 

Indian River Community . 
College and Florida Atlantic 
University share a campus at 
St. Lucie West offering two
and four-year degree programs. 

Just west ofI-95 is the resi
dential-golf resort community 
of PGA Village with the PGA 
Golf Club and its three public 
golf courses, learning center 
and historical center. 

Lakewood Park 

The unincorporated area 
in northern St. Lucie County 
has become a neighborhood 
community undergoing change 
brought by the addition of new 
home developments. 

Lakewood Park has an 
elementary school, fire station, 
library, large county park and 
village hall. 

Twenty-five man-made lakes 
are a source of recreation for 
fishing and boating. 

A new 157-acre regional 
park features ball fields, pool, 
playground, picnic pavilion 
plus walking and biking trails . 

St. Lucie Village 

This oldest village in St. 
Lucie County incorporated in 
1961 as a way to block con
struction of a steel mill. It is 
home to 635 residents . One of 
its homes dates back to 1875. 
The first school for St. Lucie 
County, built in 1891, is locat
ed in the village. ■ 
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Beyond Investing 
If your financial circumstances change with the tide, your success depends on more than just investing. It 
takes careful planning, keeping a close watch on your situation and adjusting your plan as new events occur 
in your life. Simply put, it takes the experience and comprehensive services of PNC Wealth Management. 

Our team of experts gives you access to the strength and resources of the PNC Financial Services Group, 
Inc., with over $77 billion· in assets under management. So you get the expertise of one of the nation's largest 
diversified financial service organizations, combined with the comfort of personalized service, right here 
in Vero Beach. 

For financial solutions that reach beyond investing, please call: 

Kevin J. Grady 
Regional President 
PNC Wealth Management 
3001 Ocean Drive, Suite 301--
Vero Beach, FL 32963 
772-231-5308 

www. pnc.com 
PNC WEALTH 

., MANAGEMENT 

LEADING THE WAY 

Investment Management I Estate Planning I Trust Services I Private Banking Services I Financial Planning 

0 2007 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. Investment and wealth management, fiduciary services and FDIC-insured banking products and services are provided by the PNC subsidiaries, 
PNC Bank, National Associat ion and PNC Bank, Delaware, which are Members FDIC. PNC does not provide legal. tax or accounting advice. Investments: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value. 
•As of September 30, 2007. 
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BUSINESS RESOURCES 

The Homewood Suites hotel that opened recently in Jupiter is within walking 
distance of several good restaurants. 

Greenwise Market, a new concept for Publix 
Super Markets, opened last yearat Legacy Place. 

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

Business Development Board 
of Palm Beach County 
310 Evernia Street, West Palm Beach. 
(561) 835·1008. www.bdb.org 

Economic Council 
of Palm Beach County 
1555 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd, Suite 950, 
West Palm Beach. (561) 684-1551. 
www.econornlccouncllpbc.org 

Palm Beach 
Economic Development 
Office 
301 N. Olive Avenue, The Governmental 
Center, 10th Floor, West Palm Beach. (561) 
355-3624. www.pbcgov.com/publnf/edo 

Business Development Board 
of Martin County 
1002 S.E. Monterey Commons Blvd., 
Suite 203A, Stuart. (772) 221-1380. 
www.bdbrnc.org 

Economic Council 
of Martin County 
2307 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart. (772) 
288-1225. www. rnce conorny. org 

Economic Development 
Council of St. Lucie County 
1850 Fountainview Blvd., Suite 205. St. 
Lucie West. (772) 879-4144. 
www.youredc.com 

Economic Development 
St. Lucie County 
1850 Fountainview Blvd., Suite 205. 
St. Lucie West. (772) 871-5417. 
www.sllucleco.gov 
r.• . .---•---· --~··--·. -•,•·"" ... -, .. : 

l ~r~J]J;,;ngPI~;:10~llUJ~'(~ j 

Indian River County 
Chamber of Commerce 
Economic Development Div. 
Maxwell Plaza, 1146 U.S. Highway 1, 
Vero Beach. (772) 567-3491. 
www. lnd ia nrlvercharn ber.com 

Florida's Research Coast 
www. llorldarc.com 
Treasure Coast 
Regional Planning Council 
301 East Ocean Blvd., Suite 300, Stuart. 
(772) 221-4060. www.tcrpc.org 

Enterprise Florida 
390 N. Orange Avenue, Suite 1300, 
Orlando, FL 32801. (407) 316-4600. 
www. ellorl da.com . 

BUSINESS 
ASSISTANCE 

SCORE - Service Corps of 
Retired Executives 
500 Australian Avenue North, Suite 115, 
West Palm Beach. (561) 833-1672. 
www.score.org 

Small Business 
Development Center 
Florida Atlantic University, John D. 
MacArthur Campus, 5353 Parkside 
Drive, Building SR, Room 221, Jupiter. 
(561)799-8101. www.fausbdc.com 

Workforce Alliance 
1951 North Military Traill, Suite D, West 
Palm Beach. (561) 340-1060. 
www. p bcal I lance .corn 

IRCC High Technology 
Business Incubator 
Stuart Square, 1994 S.E. U.S. Highway 1, 
Stuart. (772) 419-5690. www.lrcc.edu 

~Corporate & 
Community Training Institute 
Indian River Community College. Main 
Campus, 3209 Virginia Avenue, Fort 
Pierce. (772) 462-7630. www. lrcc.edu 

IRCC 
Entrepreneurial 
Institute 
Indian River Community College, Main 
Campus, 3209 Virginia Avenue. Fort 
Pierce. (772) 419-5691. www.lrcc.edu 

~------- ----; 
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SCORE -
Service Corps of 
Retired Executives 
Professional Center, 3220 S. U.S. Highway 
1, Suite 2, Fort Pierce. (772) 489-0548. 
www.score.org 

Small Business 
Development Center 
Fl orida Atlantic University. Treasure 
Coast Campus, 500 N.W. California Blvd. , 
Building SL, Room 125A. St. Lucie West. 
(772) 873-3428. www.fausbdc.com 

Workforce Soluti ons 
584 N.W. University Blvd., Suite 100, Port 
St. Lucie. (772) 335-3030. 
www.lcJobs. org 

Florida Business 
Development Corporation 
16801 Lake Worth Road , Suite 209. Lake 
Worth, FL 33467. (561) 433-0233. 
www.fbdc .ne1 
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SBA/Small Business 
Administration 
100 South Biscayne Blvd., 7th Floor, Miami, 
FL 33131. (3005) 536-5521. www.sba.gov 

CHAMBERS 
OF COMMERCE 

Northern Palm Beach County 
800 N. U.S. Highway 1, Jupiter. (561) 
694-2300/(561) 746-7111. 
www.npbchamber.com 

,,·1~--=-~

Hobe Sound 
11954 S.E. Dixie Highway, Hobe Sound. 
(772) 546-4724. www.hobesound.org 

Indiantown 
Western Martin County 
15565 S.W. Warfield Blvd ., Indiantown. 
(772) 597-2184. www.indlantownfl.org 

Jensen Beach 
1910 N.E. Jensen Beach Blvd., Jensen 
Beach. (772) 334-3444. 
www.jensenbeachchamber.biz 

Palm City 
880 Martin Downs Blvd., Palm City. (772) 
286-8121. www.palmcitychamber.com 

Stuart/ Martin County 
1650 S. Kanner Highway, Stuart. (772) 
287-1088. www.goodnature.org 

St. Lucie County 
1850 Fountainview Blvd .. Suite 201, St. 
Lucie West. (772) 340-1333. 
www.stluciechamber.org 

Indian River County 
Maxwell Plaza, 1146 U.S. Highway 1, Vero 
Beach. (772) 567-3491. 
www.lndianriverchamber.com 

Sebastian River Area 
700 Main Street, Sebastian. (772) 589-5969. 
www.sebastlanchamber.org 

Florida 
Chamber of Commerce 
136 S. Bronaugh Street, P.O. Box 11309, 
Tallahassee, FL 32302-3309. (850) 
521-1200. www.flchamber.com 
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Main Street at Midtown in Palm Beach Gardens exemplifies a type of town center 
environment that is becoming more popular in the area. 
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The Pine School welcomed Middle School and [jpper School students to its new 142-acre campus in Hobe Sound last year. The col
lege preparatory school spans the education spectrum from early learning through grade 12. Its Lower School is located in Stuart. 
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P arents on the 
Treasure Coast 
can feel confident 

their children will be prepared 
for jobs in the 21st Century. 
Schools at all levels, both 
public and private, are incor
porating programs to meet the 
demands of emerging technol
ogy and to prepare students for 
the world of work. 

On the Treasure Coast, stu
dents can attend four-year col
leges and universities locally. 

Education 
Florida community colleges 

offer bachelor's degrees in 
some programs such as nurs
ing, education and applied sci
ences. Schools, such as Indian 
River Cgmm11nity Colleg~ 
hope to expand their four-year 
degree offerings by the 2009 
semester. The State Senate 
Higher Education Committee 
has created a task force to look 
at employment needs and what 
programs should be offered by 
community colleges. 

At colleges and universi
ties, new degree programs and 
partnerships with businesses 
and institutions will provide 
opportunities for students at all 
educational levels to explore 
their interests. 

For example, Florida 
Atlantic University and Torrey 
Pines Institute for Molecular 
Studies will bring scientists, 
faculty and students together 
for joint medical research proj
ects. 
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A pilot program for sixth-, 
seventh- and eighth-graders at 
Forest Grove Middle School 
could lead students to a spot in 
Westwood High School's marine 
academy at Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institution and 
ultimately the possibility of a 
scholarship at FAU's honors 
college in Jupiter. 

The State is updating its 
math and science education 
standards so students can com
pete internationally. Treasure 
Coast school districts are work
ing to also make subjects rel
evant. At Jensen Beach High 
School, for example, math 
and science are infused in a 
Principles of Engineering class. 

The Clark Advanced 
Learning Center, a national 
model school, by means of dual 
enrollment, gives students the 
opportunity to graduate with 
enough college credits to pur
sue a two- and four-year degree 
at IRCC or go directly into the 
workforce with high-tech skills. 

The new $15 million 
BioScience Technology 
Complex at the Eissey Campus 
of Palm Beach Community 
College in Palm Beach Gardens, 
designed by the architects who 
also designed two buildings for 
the Scripps Research Institute 
on the FAU campus in Jupiter, 

Science class engages students at 
Saint Edward's School in Vero Beach. 

2008 Treasure Coast Magazine 

The IRCC Science Center is one of the academic institutions for students who 
may one day be employed locally in the emerging biotech indust1y. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOL STATE GRADES 
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Allamanda (K- 5) - Palm Beach Gardens................................ . ........................ A 
Beacon Cove (3- 5)- Jupiter................... . ....................................................... A 
Bright Futures International. (Charier, K-5) - North Palm Beach ............................................. 6 
Dwight D. Eisenhower (K-5) - Palm Beach Gardens ............................................................... C 
Jerry Thomas (K-5) - Jupiter. .. .............. ............................................................................... A 
Jupiter (K-5) - Jupiter ........ ... ................................................................ . .............. A 
Jupiter Farms (K-5) -Jupiter Farms................ ........................ . ........................... A 
Lighthouse (K-5)-Jupiler............... . ................................... .. ...... ........... N/A 
Limestone Creek (K-5) - Jupiter............................................................ . ............... A 
Norlh Palm Beach (K-5)- North Palm Beach..................... . ................................. A 
Palm Beach Gardens (K-5)- Palm Beach Gardens ................................................ B 
Timber Trace (K-5) - Palm Beach Gardens.............................. .... .. .... . ............. A 

I [[IUffi]fil H!OMl 
Academy of Intl Studies (Charter, 6-8) - North Palm Beach..... . ................... A 
Howell L. Watkins (6-8) - Palm Beach Gardens ..................................................................... C 
Independence (6-8) -Jupiter ............................................................................................... A 
Jupiter (6-8) - Jupiter................................................................. . ........... .......... .. ....... A 
Walson P. Duncan (6-8) - Palm Beach Gardens ...................................................................... A 

I 1:mrn ~®11..L§ 
Jupiter Community (9-12)-Jupiler ............ ...................................... .. ...... B 
Palm Beach Gardens (9-12)- Palm Beach Gardens ........................................... ... .................. B 
William T. Dwyer (9-12)- Palm Beach Gardens .................................. ............. ..... .. .... ............ A 

MARTIN COUNTY 

Bessey Creek (K-5) - Palm City..... ........................... . ............. A 
Crystal Lake (K- 5)- Stuart ...................................................................................................... A 
Elementary A (K-5)- Palm City ...................................................................... ................... N/ A 
Felix A. Williams (K-5) - Stuart .... .. .. ........................................... . ...................... A 
Hobe Sound (K-5)- Hobe Sound................ ___ ............. A 
Jensen Beach (K-5) - Jensen Beach ................................................................................... ... A 
J.D. Parker (K-5) - Stuart ............................................................................. .. .... .. .. ... .. .. .... .. A 
Palm City (K-5) - Palm City .................................................................................................... A 
Pinewood (K-5) - Stuart ____ ............................................... .. ....... A 
Port Salerno (K-5)- Sluart ...................... ............................ .. .... .. ......... .. ... ............................. A 
Seawind (K-5) - Hobe Sound .................................... .. ................................. A 
Warfield (K-4)- lndianlown .............. ........................ .. .. ... .................................................... A 

I [i'illfilLU] W~©!ll& 

Dr. David L. Anderson (6-8) - Stuart ................................................................................. A 
Hidden Oaks (6-8)- Palm City.. .. ................. .......... . ....................... A 
Indiantown (5-8)- lndiantown ........................................... ______ ............. A 
Murray (6-8) - Stuart... ......................... .. ..... .. ... .. ..................................................................... A 
Stuart (6-8) - Stuart.. ......................................................................................... .. .............. A 

j 1H&:J &'IID.Tfill~ 
Clark Advanced Learning Center (Charter, 10-12)- Stuart............................... .B 
Jensen Beach (9-12)-Jensen Beach................... ...................... . .................... A 
Martin County (9-12)- Stuart.......................... ............... . .. A 
South Fork (9-12)-Sluart................................. .. ............................ A 

ST. LUCIE COUNTY 
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Allapallah Flats (K-8) - Port St. Lucie ...... .. .. ........ .......... .. ............. .... .. .... .. .. N / A 
Bayshore (K-5) - Port St. Lucie............... .. .................... ----········· C 

I ~ 1!1]JJ/i11©FE1ltilll 

Floresta (K-5) - Port St. Lucie...... ....................... ............................ ......... . ....... A 
Fort Pierce (Magnet, K-8)- Fort Pierce .................... .......... ................ .. .................... ... .. ..... ... 6 
Frances K. Sweet (Magnet, K-5) - Fort Pierce .............. A 
Garden City (K-6) - Fort Pierce... . .......................... F 
Lakewood Park (K- 5) - Lakewood Park .. . ......................... .......................... ... .. ...... C 
Lawnwood (K-5) - Fort Pierce..................... . ............ B 
Manatee (K-8) - St. Lucie West.... . .......................... C 
Mariposa (K-5) - Port St. Lucie ............................ ... ................................. .. ........................... A 
Morningside (K-5) - Port St. Lucie ......... ........................................... . ............ A 
Northport (K-8) - Port St. Lucie........ .. ............. . .............................. .. ........... C 
Oak Hammock (K-8) - Port St. Lucie ............................. ........................................... ............... 6 
Palm Poinle Educational Research School (Charier K-8) - Port St. Lucie .......................... N/ A 
Parkway (K-5) - Port St. Lucie.... . .................................................................... C 
Port St. Lucie (K-5) - Port St. Lucie.................. . ......................... .................... 6 
River's Edge (K-5) - Port St. Lucie............ ..................... . .................................... A 
Samuel S. Gaines Academy (K-8) - Fort Pierce................. . ........ N/ A 
Savanna Ridge (K- 5) - Port St. Lucie ....................... C 
St. Lucie (K-5) - Fort Pierce .................................... ....................... D 
St. Lucie West (K-8) - St. Lucie West. ................................................................................. A 
Village Green (Magnet, K-5) - Port St. Lucie...................... ........................ . ...... A 
Weatherbee (K-5)- Fort Pierce............. . .......................................................... .. F 
Westgate (K-8) - Port St. Lucie ........................................................................................... B 
While City (K-5) - Fort Pierce...... . ..... C 
Windmill Point (K-5) - Port St. Lucie.... . ........................................... A 
Winter Lakes (K-8) - Port SI. Lucie ..................................................................................... N / A 

I li'ill!Jffil1 ffilH ®JIB\ 
Dan McCarty (6-8)- Fort Pierce............. ................ ........... . ................... .. D 
Forest Grove (6-8)- Fort Pierce.................................................................... .. ........ C 
Southern Oaks (6-8) - Port St. Lucie .............................................. .. ..................... .. ............... C 
Southport (6-8) - Port St. Lucie.. ....................... .. .. ........ C 

I IHCft~I ~:1!©1§ 

Fort Pierce Central (9-12)- Fort Pierce .. .. .......................................................................... D 
Fort Pierce Westwood (9-12)- Fort Pierce...... . ......... D 
Lincoln Park Academy (Magnet, 6-12)- Fort Pierce ............. .................................. .. .............. A 
Port St. Lucie (9-12)- Port St. Lucie ................................................................................. C 
St. Lucie West Centennial (9-12)-St. Lucie West. ............................................................ D 
Treasure Coast (9-12)-Port St. Lucie.... ............. . ......................................... D 

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY 

11m'im:Wi'1 fill.fQID.® 
Beachland (K-5) - Vero Beach ................................. .. ....................... ... ..... ........................... A 
Citrus (K-5) - Vero Beach........ ................................. .. ............ A 
Dodgertown (K-5)- Vero Beach ........................................................................................... C 
Fellsmere (K-5) - Fellsmere .... ........................... ................................................................. 6 
Glendale (K-5)- Vero Beach ................................................................................................... A 
Highlands (K- 5) - Vero Beach ................................................................................................ C 
Liberty (Magnet, K- 5) - Sebastian..... .. .............. ............................. A 
North County (Charier, 1-5)- Fellsmere .................................................................................. A 
Osceola (Magnet, (K-5) - Vero Beach............... . ................................................ A 
Pelican Island (K-5) - Sebastian ..... .. .... .. ......................... ........................................................ A 
Rosewood (Magnet, K- 5) - Vero Beach ................................................................................... A 
Sebastian (K-5) - Sebastian .............................................................................................. A 
St. Peter's Academy (Charter, K-5) - Vero Beach. .. .............................................. C 
Thompson (Magnet, K-5) - Vero Beach .................................................................................. C 
Treasure Coast (K-5) - Sebastian ........................................................................................... C 
Vero Beach (K-5) - Vero Beach .... .. .......................................... A 

1 lfil1Tu7JJ3~™ 
Gilford (6-8) - Vero Beach ................................................................................................. A 
Oslo (6-8) - Vero Beach ...................................................................................... ............... ..... 6 
Sebastian Jr. High (Charter, 6-8) - Sebastian .......................................................................... A 
Sebastian River (6-8) - Sebastian............. .. .. ............................................................ B 

I IIilllfi W®!L 
Chester A. Moore (K-8)- Fort Pierce .................................................................................... C Indian River (Charter, 9-12)-Vero Beach ........................... .......................................... .......... 6 
Copper Creek (K-8)- Port St. Lucie.................... .. .. . .............. N/ A Sebastian River (9-12)- Sebastian .......................................................................................... B 
Fairlawn (Magnet, K-5)-Fort Pierce ....................................................................................... A Vero Beach (9-12)-Vero Beach ............ ................. .. .. .......................................... ................ C 

SOURCE: Florida Department of Education-2007. Grades based on Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) scores that have been classified into achievement levels. Points are 
based on student achievement, progress from previous year and progress made by low-achievement readers. 
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features a core science build
ing with laboratory and lecture 
space and a biotech wing. A 
multi-media lecture hall links 
them. 

Students can begin a science 
career in a dual enrollment 
program in high school, earn 
an associates degree in bio
technology, and continue their 
education at FAU. 

The St.Lucie County School 
District and FAU are pairing 
up to operate the county's first 
charter laboratory school at 
Tradition in Port St. Lucie. It is 
one of four lab schools in the 
state. 

Attendance at the kinder
garten through eighth-grade 
Palm Pointe Educational 
Research School will reflect the 
demographics of the county. 
The school is a lab school 
for research to train teachers 
and to study ways to improve 
teaching methods. It operates 
as a regular K-8 school. 

The St.Lucie County School 
District and FAU are also 
teaming up in a pilot program 
to introduce underachieving 
10th-graders to careers in the 
medical profession. The fields 
include hospital administra
tion, pharmacology, dentistry, 
emergency medical technology 
and biomedical research. ■ 

Redeemer Lutheran School is a pri
vate PK-8 school in Stuart. 

2008 Treasure Coast Magazine 

Why Do 
Smart Kids 
Struggle? 

When it comes to helping kids with school, no one 
does it better than Huntington. If your child struggles 
with homework, can't keep up with classwork or just 
wants to get ahead, call us. We can help. 
We can diagnose what is keeping your child from 
being his or her best and create a program of 
instruction tailored to his or her needs. Just a few 
hours a week can improve your child's skills, · 
confidence and motivation. 

reading writing 
I}.. Huntington w. L E A R N I N G C E NT E R. 

math spelling 

phonics study skills 

l co11fide11ce motivation j 
state testing prep l 
l self-esteem SAT & ACT j 

Vero Beach • Ft. Pierce• Port St. Lucie 
Palm City • Palm Beach Gardens 

Boca Raton • Boynton Beach 

1-800-CAN-LEARN 
www.huntingtonlearning.com 

C,.) 
Available s::: -~ On the N 

~ Internet 
C/j And in ~ 

~ Bool~stores 
..µ From 
rJ'J 

Miami to ~ 
0 Washington, u D.C. 
C,.) 
~ 
;:j 

For Advertising rJ'J 
~ 

Information, 
Please Call: 

C,.) 772.220.8517 
~ www. treasurecoast 
~ magazine.com 
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EDUCATION RESOURCES 

PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

! 
~C..--"--------_j 

Palm Beach County 
School Oistrict 
3300 Forest Hill Blvd., West Palm Beach. 
(561) 434-8000. Area north of Northlake 
Blvd.: 13 elementary schools, (2 charter), 
5 middle schools (1 charter) and 3 high 
schools. www.palmbeach.k12.fl.-us 

Martin County School District 
500 E. Ocean Blvd., Stuart. (772) 219-1200. 
11 elementary schools, 5 middle schools, 
and 4 high schools (1 charter). 
www.sbmc.org. 
www.clarkadvancedlearningcenter.org 

r--•- ":T:""' •.---.---...-............... ..-.. L~1 ~ 1 ~ (~.fi{fUJJJ:_Qt? j 

St. Lucie County 
School Oistrict 
4204 Okeechobee Road, Fort Pierce. (772) 
429-3600. 30 elementary schools (4 mag
net and 1 charter), 4 middle schools, and 6 
high schools (1 magnet ). 
www.stlucie.k12.fl.us 

Indian River County 
School District 
1990 25th Street, Vero Beach. 
(772) 564-3000. 16 elementary schools (4 
magnet and 2 charter), 4 middle schools (1 
charter), 3 high schools (1 charter). 
www.indianriverschools.org 

Department of Education 
Turlington Building, 325 W. Gaines Street, 
Suite 1514, Tallahasee, FL 32399. (850) 
245-0505. www.fldoe.org 

PRIVATE 
SCHOOLS 

All Saints Catholic School 
1759 Indian Creek Parkway, Jupiter. 
PK-8. Catholic. www.aflsaintsjupiler.org 

Batt Private School 
13205 U.S. Highway 1, Suite 202, 
Juno Beach. (561) 630-9980. PK-12. 
Independent. www.battprivateschool.com 

The Benjamin School 
Lower/Middle School - 11000 Ellison 
Wilson Road, North Palm Beach. 

(561) 626-3747. Upper School - 4875 
Grandiflora Road, Palm Beach Gardens. 
(561) 472-5998. PK-12. College prepara
tory. Independent. 
www.thebenjaminschool.org 

Good Shepherd 
Episcopal School 
400 Seabrook Road, Tequesta . (561) 
746-5507. PK-5. Episcopal. 
www.goodshepschool.com 

The Holland 
Northlake Day School 
Pre-School - 8788 N. Military Trail , 
Palm Beach Gardens. (561) 627-6170. 
Lower/Upper School - 4650 North
lake Blvd., Palm Beach Gardens. 
(561) 625-6037. PK-8. Montessori. 
Independent. www.hollandschool.com 

Jupiter Academy 
125 S. Pennock Lane, Jupiter. (561) 
747-1003. PK-8. Independent. 
www.jupiteracademy.com 

Turtle River 
Montessori School 
100 lntracoastal Pointe Drive, Jupiter. 
(561) 745-1995. PK-4. Independent. 
www.turtlerivermontessori.com 

The Weiss School 
4176 Burns Road, Palm Beach Gardens. 
(561) 627-0740. 1-8. Independent. 
www.weissschool.com 

Bridges Montessori 
51 S.E. Central Parkway, Stuart (772) 
221-9490. PK-5. Independent. 
www.bridgesmontessori .net 

Community 
Christian Academy 
777 S.E. Salerno Road, Stuart. (772) 
288-7227. PK-12. Baptist. 
www.ccacougars.net 

Schumann Center at the Mueller Campus of IRCC has 
become a meeting place for academic and business groups. 

Jupiter 
Christian School 
1300 Mohawk Straeet, Jupiter. (561) 
746-7800. PK-12. College preparatory. 
Independent. www.jupilerchrislian.org 

Maranatha 
Christian Academy 
2575 Lone Pine Road, Palm Beach 
Gardens. (561) 622-8377. PK-8. Church 
of God. www.mcacademy.cc 

St. Clare School 
821 Prosperity Farms Road, North Palm 
Beach. (561) 622-7171 . K-8. Catholic. 
www.stclareschool.com 

St. Mark's 
Episcopal School 
3395 Burns Road, Palm Beach Gardens. 
(561) 622-1504. PK-8. Episcopal. 
www.stmarkspbg.org 

First Baptist Christian School 
201 W. Ocean Blvd., Stuart. (772) 287-5161 . 
PK-8. Baptist. www.fbcs-stuart.019 

Hobe Sound 
Christian Academy 
11305 S.E. Gomez Avenue, Hobe Sound 
(772) 545-1455. K-12 . Christian. 
www.hsca4u.com 

Hope Rural School 
15929 S.W. 150th Street, Indiantown. 
(772) 597-2203. PK-5. Catholic. 
www.hoperuralschool.org 

Peace Christian Academy 
1484 S.W. 34th Street, Palm City. (772) 
287-0311. K-12. Christian. 
www.peacechrislianacademy.org 

The Pine School 
Lower School - 1300 E. 10th Street, 
Stuart. (772) 283-1222. Middle/Upper 

School - 12350 S.E. U.S. Highway 1, 
Hobe Sound. (772) 675-7005. PK-12. 
College preparatory. Independent. 
www.thepineschool.org 

Redeemer Lutheran School 
2450 S.E. Ocean Blvd., Stuart. (772) 
286-0932. PK-8. Lutheran. 
www.redeemerstuart.com 

St. Joseph Catholic School 
1200 S.E. 10th Street, Stuart. (772) 
287-6975. PK-8. Catholic. www.sjscf.org 

Walden Academy 
333 S.E. Tressler Drive, Suite 8, Stuart. 
(772) 781-9868. 4-8. Montessori. Inde
pendent. www.waldenacademy.com 

Barnabas Christian Academy 
1120 S.W. Parr Drive, Port St. Lucie. 
(772) 344-1643. K-12. Christian. 
www.barnabaschristianacademy.org 

Bible Baptist School 
4401 S. 251h Street, Fort Pierce. (772) 
461-6630. K-10. Baptist. 

Faith Baptist School 
3607 Oleander Avenue, Fort Pierce. 
(772) 461-3607. PK-12. Baptist. 
www.failhbaplistschool.org 

John Carroll 
Catholic High School 
3402 Delaware Avenue, Fort Pierce. 
(772) 464-5200. 9-12. Catholic. 
www.johncarroflhigh.com 

Morningside Academy 
Lower School - 2180 S.E. Morningside 
Blvd ., Port St. Lucie. (772) 335-3231 . 
Upper School - 1631 S.E. Greendon 
Avenue, Port SI. Lucie. (772) 335-2096. 
K-12. Evangelical. 
www.morningsideacademy.com 

Palm Vista Christian School 
700 S. 33rd Street, Fort Pierce. (772) 
464-1591. PK-12. Church of God. 
www.palmvlstachurchofgod.com 

St. Anastasia School 
401 S. 33rd Street, Fort Pierce. (772) 
461-2232. PK-8. Catholic. www.stanna.org 

St. Andrews 
Episcopal School 
210 S. Indian River Drive, Fort Pierce. 
(772) 461-7689. PK-8. Episcopal. 
www.saesfp.com 

Sun Grove 
Montessori School 
5610 Oleander Avenue, Fort Pierce. (772) 
464-5436. PK-8. Independent. 
www.sungrovemontessori.com 

Treasure Coast 
Christian Academy 
590 N.W. Peacock Blvd., Suite 5, Port St. 
Lucie. (772) 343-8088. PK-12. Christian. 
www.mytcca .org 
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Glendale Christian School 
790 27th Avenue, Vero Beach. 
(772) 569-1095. PK-5. Baptist. 
www.glendale-baplist.org 

Indian River Christian School 
6767 20th Street, Vero Beach. (772) 
562-4804. PK-8. Christian. 
www.centralassembly.com 

Master's Academy 
1105 58th Avenue, Vero Beach. (772) 
794-4655. PK-11 . Church of God. 
www.mastersvb .org 

St. Edward's School 
Lower School - 2225 Club Drive, Vero 
Beach. (772) 231-5357. Middle/Upper 
School - 1895 St. Edward's Drive, Vero 
Beach. (772) 231-4136. PK-12 . College 
preparatory day school. External stud
ies classes for adults and children, 
Independent. (See ad, page 37.) 
www.steds.org 

St. Helen Catholic School 
2050 Vero Beach Avenue, Vero Beach. 
(772) 567-5457. K-8. Catholic. 
www.sthelenvero.org 

Suncoasl Primary School 
3050 43rd Avenue, Vero Beach. (772) 
778-0892. PK-8. Independent. 

Tabernacle Christian School 
51 S. Old Dixie Highway, Vero Beach. 
(772) 562-0723. K-12. Christian. 

The Willow School 
950 43rd Avenue, Vero Beach. (772) 
770-0758. K-8. Independent. 
www.lhewlllowschool.org 

Department of Education 
Turlington BUilding, 325 West Ggaines 
Street, Suite 522, Tallahassee, FL 32399. 
(800) 447-1636. 
www.floridaschoolchoice.org 

COLLEGES & 
UNIVERSITIES 

Barry University 
Palm Beach Gardens Campus, 9123 N. 
Military Trail , Suite 206, Palm Beach 
Gardens. (561) 622-9300. Private Catholic 
university with main campus in Miami 
Shores. Bachelor's, Master's and doctoral 
degree programs plus adult and continuing 
education and online classes. 
www.barry.edu 

Florida Atlantic University 
John D. MacArthur Campus, 5353 Park
side Drive, Jupiter. (561) 799-8500. State 
university with main campus in Boca Raton. 
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Undergraduate (junior and senior), gradu
ate and doctoral degree programs plus 
adult and conlinuing education and online 
classes. FAU"s Wilkes Honors College, a 
four-year liberal arts and science school 
is also located on the MacArthur Campus. 
(561) 799-8646. www.fau .edu 

Lynn University 
3601 N. Military Trail, Boca Raton. (561) 
237-7000. Private University. Associate, 
bachelor's, master"s and doctoral degree 
programs plus continuing education and 
online classes. www.lynn.edu 

Northwood University 
2600 N. Military Trail, West Palm Beach. 
(561) 478-5500. Private business college. 
Associate and bachelor's degree pro
grams. www.northwood.edu 

Nova Southeastern 
University 
Palm Beach Gardens Campus, 3970 RCA 

university transfer, adult and continuing 
education, online, vocational and job train
ing classes. www.pbcc.edu 

South University 
West Palm Beach Campus, 1760 N. 
Congress Avenue, West Palm Beach. (561} 
697-9200. Private university with main 
campus in Savannah, Georgia. Associate, 
bachelor's and master's degree programs 
plus online classes. 
www.southuniversity. edu 

Hobe Sound Bible College 
11298 S.E. Gomez Avenue, Hobe Sound. 
(772) 546-5534. Private interdenomina
tional /Christian college. Associate and 
bachelor's degree programs. 
www.hsbc.edu 

Computers are integrated into the educational experience at 
Saint Edward's School, a private school in Vero Beach. 

Blvd., Suite 7000, Palm Beach Gardens. Indian River 
(561) 622-7018. Private university Community College 
with main campus_ ,n Fort Lauderdale. Chastain Campus, 2400 S.E. Salerno Road, 
Bachelor's, master's and doctoral degree Stuart. (772) 283-6550. edu. ~ILC.O)ll:.. . 

programs plus online classes. ---munifycollege with main campus in Fort 
www.nova.edu Pierce. See listing in St. Lucie County. 

Palm Beach 
Atlantic University 
901 S. Flagler Drive, West Palm Beach. 
(561) 803-2121. Private Christian col
lege. Associate, bachelor's, master's 
and doctoral degree programs plus con
tinuing education, online and evening 
classes. www. pba.edu 

Palm Beach 
Community College 
Edward M. Eissey Campus, 3160 PGA Blvd. 
Palm Beach Gardens. (561) 624-7222. 
State community college with main cam
pus in Lake Worth. Bachelor's (2009) 
and two-year associate degree programs, 

www.ircc.edu 

~ '©!IID.W 
Barry University 
Port St. Lucie Campus, 337 S.E. Port St. 
Lucie Blvd., Port St. Lucie. (772) 871-8000. 
Catholic university with main campus in 
Miami Shores. Bachelor's, master's and 
doctoral degree programs plus adult and 
continuing education and online classes. 
www. barry.edu 

Florida Atlantic University 
Treasure Coast Campus, 500 N.W. 
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. (772) 

EDUCATION RESOURCES 

873-3300. State university with main 
campus in Boca Raton. Undergraduate 
(junior and senior}, graduate and doc
toral degree programs at joint-use cam
pus shared with Indian River Community 
College. www. fau.edu 

Florida Slate University 
Regional Medical School Campus, Health 
Sciences Center, Indian River Community 
College, 3209 Virginia Avenue, Fort 
Pierce. (772) 462-7041. State University 
with main campus in Tallahassee. 
Bachelor's, master's, doctoral and pro
fessional degree programs plus online 
classes. College of Medicine offers 
third- and fourth-year clinical training 
at Regional Medical School campuses 
around the state through affiliations with 
local physicians, ambulatory care facili
ties and hospitals. www. fsu.edu 

Indian River 
Community College 
Main Campus, 3209 Virginia Avenue, Fort 
Pierce. (772) 462-4722. State community 
college. Bachelor's and two-year associate 
degree programs, university transfer, adull 
and customized training programs plus 
online classes. www.ircc.edu 

Indian River 
Community College 
St. Lucie West Campus, 520 N.W. California 
Blvd., Port St. Lucie. (772) 879-4199. 
IV\WI. State community college with main 
campus in Fort Pierce. See lisling in St. 
Lucie County. www.ircc.edu 

Keiser University 
Port St. Lucie Campus, 10330 s. U.S. 
Highway 1, Port St. Lucie. (772) 398-9990. 
Private university with main campus in Fort 
Lauderdale. Associate, bachelor's and mas
ter's degree programs plus online and eve
ning classes. www.keiseruniversity.edu 

University of Florida 
Institute of Food and 
Agriculture Science 
Indian River Research & Educalion Center, 
2199 S. Rock Road, Fort Pierce. (772) 
468-3922. State university with main cam
pus in Gainesville. Bachelor's and mas
ter's degree programs plus online classes. 
Operates in partnership with FAU, IRCC 
and other state community colleges. 

_'!fl_'!_.W.irrec.ifas.ufl.edu 

Indian River 
Community College 
Mueller Campus, 6155 College Lane, Vero 
Beach. (772) 569-0333. State community 
college with main campus in Fort Pierce. 
See listing in St. Lucie County. 
www.lrcc.edu 

Department of Education 
Turlington Building, 325 West Gaines 
Street , Suite 1514, Tallahassee, FL 
32399. (850) 245-0505. www.lldoe.org 

39 



40 

Jupiter Medical Center in Jupiter is a multi-award-winning medical facility that serves people in Palm Beach County and also Martin 
County. Among its awards are distinguished honors for excellence in orthopedic surgery, stroke care and pulmonary care. 

P atients on the 
Treasure Coast can 
have confidence 

they willreceive caring treat
ment and will have access to 
the latest advances in medical 
technology. 

From northern Palm Beach 
County through Sebastian, 
there are award-winning, state
of-the-art medical facilities. 
The medical institutions con
tinually distinguish themselves 

Health Care 
with the high quality of health 
care services they offer. 

With a heart center now in 
each of the four counties serv
ing the Treasure Coast, victims 
of heart disease no longer have 
to worry about delays by hav
ing to travel so far away for 
heart care. They have access 
to services, such as heart sur
gery and angioplasty, closer to 
home. Open heart units are at 
Palm Beach Gardens Medical 

Center in Palm Beach Gardens, 
at Martin Memorial Medical 
Center in Stuart, Lawnwood 
Regional Medical Center & 
Heart Institute in Fort Pierce 
and Indian River Medical 
Center in Vero Beach. 

With a team of specialists 
at the Ella Milbank Foshay 
Cencer Center, Jupiter Medical 
Center offers patients cutting
edge technology, clinical re
search trials, support groups, 
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CITY OF FORT PIERCE PH.OTO 
From its construction in 1946 to its closing in the 1970s, the Lincoln Theater was the heart of entertainment in Fort Pierce's Avenue D business 
district. Besides a theater, the building also housed a pharmacy. 

CITY OF FORT PIERCE PHOTO 
It's estimated that it will cost $1.8-$2 million to restore the Lincoln Theater. 
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BY CAMILLE S. YATES 

R
enea Thomas and her husband, 
Stanley McKenzie, have so much faith 
in the fuhire of Avenue D that they've 
bet their retirement savings on it. 
They've spent $75,000 to refurbish a 

building at 2011 Avenue D that they plan to open 
this spring as R and L Ribs, Chicken and Seafood. 

"I have that much faith in life," says 
Thomas, a deputy with the St. Lucie County 
Sheriff's Department who was born and reared in 
Fort Pierce. "I don't run from my neighborhood. 
People speak negatively of Avenue D. I want to 
let people know that Avenue Dis like anything 
else - U.S. 1, Orange Avenue or Port St. Lucie.' 

Thomas' efforts are just one of many spark
ing redevelopment along Avenue D, Fort Pierce's 
predominantly black business district. The 
biggest is the recent opening of a $4.6 million, 
13,700-square-foot gymnasium on Avenue D and 
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28th Street that is the result of a partnership with the 
St. Lucie County Boys and Girls Club, the Florida 
Department of Community Affairs, and the Fort 
Pierce Redevelopment Agency. The building is adja
cent to Indian River Community College's Human 
Development and Resource Center, which is in the 
final phase of construction. It will host classrooms 
where people can earn a GED, learn English as a sec
ond language, and receive specialized work training. 

Hassie and Charles Russ, who own Granny's 
Kitchen, just down the street from the Lincoln 
Theater, are also enthused about Avenue D's resur
gence. The owners of the second-oldest business on 
Avenue D, they are preparing to double the size of 
their popular restaurant. 

Beyond such business expansions, many see the 
renovation of the Lincoln Theater, the shuttered the
ater that once was the entertainment center of the 
city area known as Lincoln Park, as the centerpiece 
of redevelopment. The area has received state desig
nation as a Main Street program, making it eligible 
for state and federal grants. 

"With almost all Main Street programs around the 
nation, at the heart of their community is a theater," 
said Elise Rollins, director of Lincoln Park main 
Street. Rollins' goal is to, once again, make the 
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PHOTOS BY GREGORY ENNS 
Granny's Kitchen, one of the oldest continuously run businesses on Avenue D, 
is being renovated to double the size of the popular restaurant. 

Elise Rollins, director of Lincoln Park Main Street, stands in front of a refurbished storefront on Avenue D that will house a clothing store. 
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Avenue D corridor a thriving main street with profitable 
businesses. One way that she and other community leaders 
hope to accomplish this goal is to push for the revival of 
the Lincoln Theater. 

Fort Pierce Redevelopment Agency Director Jon Ward says 
the Lincoln Theater was and can once again become the 
"heartbeat of Avenue D." 

"We feel that there is a strong economic development com
ponent to this asset being returned to active duty and know 
that it could benefit the Avenue D corridor's businesses in 
the same fashion that the Sunrise Theatre's reopening has 

substantially impacted businesses in the Historic Downtown 
core," Ward said. "When Lincoln Park was first platted in 
1913, there was no plan for Avenue D." 

Ward said Lincoln Park was laid out as a city park with 
the idea that stores and businesses would radiate out from it. 
In the 1930s, businessmen rallied to create a main corridor, 
with Avenue D cutting right through the city park. 

The idea of starting a theater on Avenue D was originated 
by Fort Pierce's first black, full-time doctor, Clem C. Benton. 
In 1946, he and partner. Harry Cente1~ a pharmacist and 
physician, constructed the Lincoln Theater building as a >> 

Architectural drawing of the Indian River Community College's Human Development and Resource Center, which is in the final phase of construction. 



combination movie house and drug store. 
"Dr. Benton was a man with a lot of vision," says Rollins. 

"He saw the future of Lincoln Park and knew that we need
ed a place of gathering and entertainment." 

R. Duke Nelson, a former Fort Pierce city commissioner, said 
the partnership between Benton and Center, who was white 
and had another pharmacy in the white section of Fort Pierce 
on Orange Avenue, was unusual for its time. "They were both 
doctors - civic-minded and community-oriented," he said. 

Nelson recalls seeing Tom Mix and Roy Rogers movies at 
the theater, as well as "Gone With the Wind." 

"It was open to everybody," Nelson said. "Whites came 
out here, too. We didn't segregate. We took a lot of pride 
in this theater." 

Ward says the Lincoln Theater was not ornate because it 
was made to show movies and was not a performing arts 
center. "On the left-hand side of the building, tickets were 
sold in the lobby, but there was not a concession stand," 

~--------------------------~ Ward says. "Dr. Center had his drug and sundry 

-- -- --~~---~--=-~~--=--- --. --
Rendering by Trias & Associates of what the theater might look like when completed. 

store on the right-hand side of the building, and 
he also had a soda fountain. There was a small 
window in the soda fountain that opened into the 
lobby where people could walk up and buy 
drinks and popcorn to take into the movies." 

He said the cost to restore it will largely 
depend on how elaborate the renovation is, but 
placed the cost at about $1.8-$2 million. 

The Lincoln Theater was sold and changed 
owners many times before the building was 
abandoned in the 1970s. Dr. Benton's daughter, 
Margaret A. Benton, has been a driving force in 
seeing that the Lincoln Theater again becomes a 
centerpiece of Lincoln Park. As former chair
woman of the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Commemorative Committee, Benton sought to 
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PHOTO BY GREGORY ENNS 

Renea Thomas shows off her new restaurant on Avenue D, wh ich she is financing with retirement savings. 
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The Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr. Commemorative Committee of St. Lucie County 
is leading the effort to restore the Lincoln Theater. From front are committee 
members Margaret Benton, Arlease Hall, Cheryl McCrary, Gloria Johnson 
and Shelby J. Walton. 

raise funds for the building's restoration. Benton was 
successful in getting the building listed in 2006 by the 
Florida Historical Commission as an important site for 
historic preservation. 

"The Martin Luther King Commemorative 
Committee is celebrating its 25th anniversary this 
year," says Benton. "Our past projects have included 
week-long celebrations to commemorate Dr. King held 
annually. We have also given away scholarships. But, 
restoring the Lincoln Theater is now the committee's 
major project." 

The call to action began in 2001 after Fort Pierce City 
Commission had slated the building for demolition. 
When Benton and other MLK committee members 
learned of this, they persuaded the commission to delay 
the demolition and later acquired the property through 
a tax deed. "We were happy to save it from the chop
ping block," Benton says. " It is one of the few remain
ing African-American theaters left in the nation." 

The committee prepared a grant application and 
applied for a $350,000 special categories grant from the 
State Historical Program, in both 2006 and 2007. It was 
recommended for funding in 2006 but the Legislature 
didn't allocate money for it. Money from people who 
attended the theater as children and young adults is also 
being used to fund the restoration, Benton said. 

The Fort Pierce Redevelopment Agency had put 
aside matching money for the state grant, and so far 
the renovation is proceeding with that money. 

Just recently, architect Rick Gonzales was hired to 
begin working on restoration plans. "The Lincoln Park 
Main Street Program is very excited about what the 
MLK Committee is doing," Rollins says. "The theater is 
a way to bring people from multiple cultures together, 
and that is what we have here in Lincoln Park."7!5 

The gymnasium at Avenue D and 28th Street is a partnership of the St. Lucie County Boys and Girls Club, the Florida Department of Community Affairs 
and the Fort Pierce Redevelopment Agency. 
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Dan McCarty, right, rides to his 
inauguration in Tallahassee on 
Jan. 6, 1953. Next to him is his 
predecessor, Fuller Warren. 
Both men chose stovepipe hats 
for the occasion . 

HISTORICAL PHOTOS FROM THE FLORIDA PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECTION 

The era of Dan McCarty, 
Florida's 31st governor, 
remains the highlight of 
Fort Pierce politics 
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BY GREGORY ENNS 

I
f Fort Pierce had a political heyday, it was in 1952 when 
its favorite native son, Dan McCarty, was elected gover
nor of the state. Even today, McCarty remains the only 
one of Florida's 44 governors born on the Treasure Coast. 

McCarty grew up in the family homestead on Indian River 
Drive in downtown Fort Pierce. At Fort Pierce high, he was cap
tain of the football team and president of the student council. 

>> 
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BY GLORIA TAYLOR WEINBERG 

F 
ranees Hughes recalls how lost she felt when she 
first moved to her husband's home on Immokolee 
Road in 1960. There were few paved streets west of 
33rd Street in Fort Pierce then, and fewer Spanish
speaking residents. 

For an urban citizen of San Luis Potosi, Mexico, a state 
capital known for its beautiful baroque and neoclassical 
architecture, the culture shock was stunning. "For me, it was 
like the end of the world," she says. "I was a city girl, and I 
didn't drive, so you know what I used to do in desperation? 
I would climb the orange trees, just to see what I could see. 
All I could see was more trees." 

In Mexico, Hughes was a secretary for a French-owned 
company that made leather gloves, denim clothes and other 
items sought by the United States and other countries during 
World War II. 

"I also acted as interpreter for them when the purchasers 
came from all over the world to buy the things we made," 
Hughes says. She met Thomas Hughes through one of those 
purchasers, and after a lengthy correspondence, he asked her 
father for her hand in marriage. 

"My father made excuses; he didn't want me to go so far 
away," Hughes says. "He said all I knew about the United 
States was what I read in National Geographic. As it turned 
out, he was right." 

After they married in 1953, the Hugheses first lived in 
Miami, where Thomas Hughes worked as a mechanical engi
neer at the airport. "Miami wasn't so bad," Hughes says. "I 
could walk around the city, visit the stores. But here, it was a 
different life. I had no neighbors, no one to talk to." 

To make matters worse, Hughes' Irish-American husband, 
who commuted only on weekends from Miami to Fort 
Pierce, insisted that his wife be a stay-at-home mom, rather 
than take a job outside the home. 

"I couldn't even drive my kids to school," Hughes says. "My 
husband tried to teach me, but ... you know how that goes." 

Eventually, Thomas Hughes transferred to a job at Piper 
Aircraft in Vero Beach, and moved his growing family to 
a home on Delaware Avenue, close to St. Anastasia 
School. "My life was happy," Hughes says, "and then, it 
was sad again." 

Her husband died of heart failure in 1962, leaving Hughes 
with four small children. She went to work, then, as the first 
secretary for St. Anastasia Elementary School. Her job 
included caring for sick students, keeping track of tuition 
payments, calling parents to pick up errant children, and 
stamping library books. 

Students, staff and parents came to rely on Hughes, and 
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Frances Hughes helps a student in an English-as-a-Second Language class 
at St. Anastasia School sponsored by Indian River Communitv Col lege. At 
90, Hughes leads the international team of teachers for the program, 
which includes natives of Puerto Rico, Cuba, Peru, Argentina and Mexico. 

to love her, according to Pat Caglioni, who works in St. 
A's office today. "Oh yes," Caglioni says. "I think she's an 
incredible woman, so gentle and caring. I've known her 
for 40 years, and I never saw her be angry or impatient 
with anyone." 

And when Hughes learned to drive -which at age 90 she 
still does, with a perfect driving record - her influence 
spread. "Wherever I went - to the store, to school, to church 
- I talked to everyone I saw," Hughes says, laughing. 
"Everybody knew me, because I was one of the first 
Hispanic ladies in town. I embarrassed my children." 

"That's true," says Hughes' eldest daughter, Carmen 
Peterson, now principal of Oak Hammock School in Port St. 
Lucie. "But that's because we didn't understand; we just had 
to stand around and wait while she talked." 

Now, Peterson says she and her two sisters - all of them 
educators - are in awe of their mother's energy and enthu
siasm. "She just has a genuine interest in people, in learning 
about people, helping people," Peterson says. "She never 
cares if they're black, white, Hispanic, rich or poor." 

Hughes soon began holding English classes for migrant 
families at a local trailer park. "When the first migrants 
began to arrive from California and New York in the '70s, I 
made it my purpose to approach them," she says. "I tried to 
give them useful information, such as how to find a doctor 
or child care. Most of them didn't speak English. They were 
lost, and they needed help with everything." 

She gave it, even in times of personal tragedy. 
Hughes' 10-year-old son was critically injured in 1967 

when a car rammed the back of her parked car. For years, 
friends, particularly fellow parishioners of St. Anastasia 
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Catholic Church, babysat for 
Hughes' daughters so she could 
visit her comatose son . For 
seven years, she made the trips 
until his death, just short of his 
18th birthday. 

"I am so grateful to all of 
those families," she says, naming 
several. "I drove every weekend 
- first to West Palm, and then to 
Orlando - to see my son. All 
those years, I never gave up hope 
that my boy would wake up, but 
he didn' t. We can't know why 
these things happen." 

In 1974, Hughes went to work 
for a state-and-privately-funded 
migrant education program in 
Indian River County, making the 
70-mile round trip from her 
home in Fort Pierce to Fellsmere 
six days a week. After her son 
died, she also earned a bachelor's 
degree in education from Florida 
Atlantic University. 

In 1978, Hughes began teach
ing English as a Second Language 
through Indian River Community 

College. She now leads the international team of teachers for 
the program, which includes natives of Puerto Rico, Cuba, 
Peru, Argentina and Mexico. 

"Mrs. Hughes is a local hero," says Dr. Ed Massey, presi
dent of IRCC. "I have worked with her for over 20 years and 
have always known her to put sh1dents and the community 
first. I have never seen a more nurturing person, and I am so 
proud to call her my friend." 

Friends, family and faith are the things that sustain 
Frances Hughes, she says. 

"My Catholic upbringing and my faith in God gave me the 
strength to bear life's sorrows." 

It is her joy, however, that draws people to her, her 
daughter says. 

"Her close friends call her 'Mamita,' which means 'little 
mother'," Peterson says. "She's like everybody's mom." 

Hughes took her children to Mexico each summer, not nec
essarily to visit, but to explore. "When we got a little older, 
she would let us bring one or two friends with us," Peterson 
says. "We climbed up and down every temple, every ruin. 
She even took us swimming once in a cinote, [a sinkhole] 
where the Mayans held human sacrifices. My friends still 
talk about all those great adventures with my mother. She's 
just fun to be around." 

Hughes says she has always been proud to be Mexican. 
"In the '80s, when the Mexican population in this area 

began to increase, I started working on the idea of building a 
cultural center where people could come for religious festi
vals and wedding parties and all the social events we are 
accustomed to in Mexico," Hughes says. 

With the backing of the Diocese of Palm Beach and St. 
Anastasia Catholic Church, Hughes organized a group of 
workers to sell tamales and other treats after Mass on 
Sundays, and held festivals, National Queen contests, dances 
and other events to raise money. They initially raised $60,000 

and bought property on Delaware Avenue where they 
planned to build the Juan Diego Hispanic Cultural Center. 

"The people worked very hard, and we eventually 
raised $80,000, but at the end, it became a mission, not a 
cultural center," Hughes says. "I was the leader, perhaps, 
but they were the ones who worked so hard, and then the 
dream died." 

"Now, the (Mexican) population has dispersed to Port St. 
Lucie and other areas, where they rent other buildings," 
Hughes says. Still, Hughes strives to instill in her students 
a sense of community, and "a sense of pride in their her
itage. I tell them to take the good things this country has to 
offer, obey the laws, learn the language, but to retain their 
own culture. I 
think that's very 
important." 

Many of 
Hughes' former 
students now are 
college graduates 
and community 
business people, 
she says. 

"I am so happy 
to see that they 
don't live the life 
they used to live." 

"And, by the 
way," she adds 
with pride, "I am, 
as of last year, a 
citizen of this 
country, as well 
as Mexico." _715 
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Frances Hughes receives the 2007 Outstanding 
Adjunct Faculty Member Award fron~ 
President Dr. Ed Massey. 

Name: Frances H. Hughes 
Age: 90 
Birthplace: San Luis Potosi, Mexico 
Education: Bachelor's degree in edu
cation from Florida Atlantic 
University. 
Occupation: Lead teacher of English 
as a Second Language program, 
Indian River Community College. 

FORT! 
~PIERCE · 
IOLKS 

Family: Three daughters, seven grandchildren, four great
grandchildren. 
What people don't know: She's an archaeology buff and 
ardent explorer of ruins. "My dream is to visit Machu 
Picchu in Peru." 
What inspires me: "People. People inspire me." 
Proudest Achievement: "Raising my family on my own, 
and seeing them grow and prosper. And being able to help 
migrants have better lives." 
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Surfer 
STORY AND PHOTO BY GREG GARDNER 

B 
ruce "Spunky" Strunk plans to go surfing every 
chance he gets "until the Lord takes me away." 

- The 56-year-old-owner of Spunky's Surf Shop 
in For Pierce is something of an activist and leg

end in local surfing circles. Strunk has paddled out at the 
Fort Pierce Jetty since 1971 when he came from Virginia to 
attend Indian River Community College. 

Ever since, he has been both mentor and merchant to 
generations of surfers. Asked if he closes shop to go surf
ing, Strunk said, "Are you kidding? I am famous for that. 
I haven't missed a swell in 39 years. I put up a sign. 
'Gone surfing. Come back later.' I am a surfer first and a 
businessman last. If there's waves, the shop is closed." 

Oddly enough, the nickname "Spunky" doesn't have 
anything to do with Strunk's last name. When he was in 
the fourth grade the teacher required each student daily 
to tell the class about something from current events. 
Growing up with a father in the Army, Strunk was a 
latchkey kid. "I didn't read the newspaper in the fourth 
grade, but I did watch the show 'Spunky and Tadpole' 
and I used tell about their daily escapades. My friend 
David started calling me Spunky and it stuck." 

Strunk was hooked the first time he and his friends drove 
to Ocean City, Md., and rented surfboards for $5 a day from 
a guy with a bread truck. "When my dad was in Vieh1am, I 
took his car every weekend to surf," he said. "I played foot
ball, baseball and played in a band, but surfing is the foun
tain of youth. It keeps you getting up in the morning. It 
keeps the stoke going, the exhilaration, the passion. There is 
no better thrill than surfing with your friends." 

Strunk moved to Fort Pierce in 1971 to escape the cold 
waters of the mid-Atlantic states and ever since has set 
out on many exotic safaris, surfing in Hawaii, California, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, France, Spain, 
Portugal, Morocco and Cape Hatteras, N .C. "I've tried to 
move from Fort Pierce only to move back." He and his 
wife of 31 years, Melody, moved away twice, but they 
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PHOTO BY GREG GARDNER 
Bruce 'Spunky' Strunk holds forth in his new location in Fort Pierce. 

Bruce 'Spunky' Strunk is barreled at Off the Wall, North Shore Oahu, Hawai i. 

always gravitated back to Fort Pierce. 
Strunk opened his first surf store, Moonlight Surf Shop 

in Avenue Hin Fort Pierce, in 1972 with a $400 loan from 
a friend. Two years later, thieves broke in and stole every
thing. "There was no insurance back then and no security 



systems. It took me two-and-a-half 
years to pay everyone back. They 
must have backed up a box truck 
because they literally took everything 
but the kitchen sink. That's when we 
decided to move to Hawaii." 

When they moved to Hawaii, the 
couple wanted to live there permanent
ly. "It was inhospitable," Strunk said. 
"The mokes [locals] didn't like the 
haoles [whites]. We had every intention 
of staying. But we finally sold our 
Blazer for $3,000 and came back." 

For the last 15 years, Strunk's surf 
shop was on U.S 1 near the South 
Bridge but he recently moved to a store 
less than a mile north at 1403 N. U.S. 1. 

The Strunks have five children, 
two who used to surf and two who 
still surf. "I have a heart for the 
youth of this community," he said. 
"We've been working on getting a 
skatepark for eight years. Last year it 
became a reality. It's half finished. 
We're hoping for June 1." 

Strunk hasn't been all about surf
ing. He was a firefighter /EMT for 11 
years in St. Lucie Count and 
coached baseball locally for 16 years. 

As one of the senior surfers in the 
line-up, Strunk often finds himself in 
the role of mentor and peacemaker. 
"It's dealing with antisocial attitudes," 
he said. "Surfing etiquette hasn't been 

it, • passed down. These young guys are a 
little self-absorbed. I find myself having 
to police things. Tell guys to take it 

down a notch. People come here from South Florida and the 
west coast. It's instant mania, but you have to respect the 
locals. It's not about the biggest barrel or who busted the 
biggest air. It's about the memories." 

A review on the Internet of Spunky's Surf Shop seems to 
sum him up. "The way back machine: I bought my first 
board from Spunky in 1972 at another store he had. I think 
he let me pay him $10 a week, if memory serves me. He's the 
real deal. He was the surfer at the Last Supper."_:fP 

Name: Bruce "Spunky" Strunk 
Age: 56 
Family: Wife, Melody; five children. 
What most people don't know 
about me: "I cried at the movie 
'The Notebook.' " 

FOR 
~ PIERCE 
IOLKS 

What inspires me: "My wife and kids." 
Proudest achievement: "Putting the Fort Pierce 
Inlet State Park into the hands of the public. It 
was going to go to a private developer. I was part 
of a grassroots effort. We were able to get 10,000 
signatures and it was passed by referendum in 
St. Lucie County." 
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The 

Coach 
BY SUE-ELLEN SANDERS 
PHOTO BY ED DRONDOSKI 

W
hen you watch Jerome Todd patiently nurture 
his teenage charges, it's difficult to believe he 
once was an Army drill sergeant. Although 
his wrestling team may agree Todd can bark 

orders when he needs to, his dedication to changing kids' 
lives at the Boys & Girls Club's Teen Infinity Center 
shines through that tough exterior. It's what headed the 
former computer repair tech in a life-changing direction 
of his own. 

Following his Army service, Todd attended technical 
school and began a career in computer repair. But after he 
moved to St. Lucie County, he found his calling at his part
time job helping troubled youth at the Children's Home 
Society Wavecrest Shelter. 

From there, Todd helped to start up a residential boot 
camp program for juvenile delinquents, but was frustrated 
that the young adults he worked with had already hit the 
system. "When they left our program, they'd go back to 
the street because it was the only way of life they knew," 
Todd says. "Eight of those young men died violent deaths. 
I realized we had to get to the kids before they hit the sys
tem and help redirect them. So I began working at the Boys 
& Girls Club during the summers." 

That first summer, Todd gave one teen a ride to the club
house every day. A talented musician, the youth gave Todd 
a CD of his music, songs he'd written about how some
body changed his life. "At 19, he'd left the gang and was 
building a new life, when he was gunned down in a case 
of mistaken identity," Todd said. "I swore I wasn't going to 
lose any more kids to street violence." 

When a full-time position opened at the Boys & Girls 
Club Infinity Teen Center, Todd jumped in as program 
director in 2005 and was promoted to director of the teen 
unit the following year. He and his staff work with teens 
who live in the neighborhood surrounding the clubhouse, 
located at 23rd Street and Avenue I, as well as more than 
60 club members ages 13-18, offering programs and activi
ties that redirect and retrain at-risk kids. 
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Programs give the teens the tools they need to succeed, 
but it's the extracurricular activities that keep them off 
the streets. Like the Wrestling Club where Todd, a former 
college wrestler, trains kids in a sport that can deepen 
their connection to school and may provide scholarship 
money. The club practices after school in the Fort Pierce 
Central Wrestling Room where Todd also helps coach the 
school team. 

Or the Infinity Teen Center Drum Line, a group of teens 
who had never played instruments before, who've sue-

. ceeded at a level that makes them one of the most highly 
requested teen performance groups in town. Academically, 
the Club offers extra tutoring in between drum practice, 
wrestling practice or basketball. 

The results are astounding. Almost half of the 66 ITC 
Club members are on A or B Honor Roll at their high 
school and many more are college bound. In fact, Todd 
takes juniors on a tour of colleges and technical schools 
throughout the Southeast each year as part of his Goals for 
Graduation program. Colleges offer their dorms for lodg
ing, but Todd is trying to raise the $5,000 to $8,000 cost 
through grants and private funding. 

Many of the teens Jerome Todd sees during the week 
receive free school breakfast and lunch, and their families 
struggle to put food on the table over the weekend. Todd 
began a "backpack program," sending enough food home 
for more than 70 club and neighborhood kids, to get them 
through the weekend. He began the program on his own 
and now receives some food from the Treasure Coast 
Food Bank. 

Todd's latest project is a staff and student written and 
>> 
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Brogan and FAU 
- · high fliers 
Impact of university on Treasure Coast 
has grown during.president's first five years 

W hen Frank Brogan became ·president five yea,rs ago, . 
Florida Atlantic University was searching for an 
identity in a state where other institutions of higher 

learning had as proud and loyal supporters as any in the·na
tion. _ 

It wasn't so much that Boca Raton-based FAU had a poor 
reputation - though there was some of that. It was more 
that the largely commuter school had almost no reputation, 
especially outside South Florida. 

Under-Brogan's leadership, though, FAU - its sports 
teams are called the Owls - ha~ spread its wings and today 
is soaring to heights that would have seemed improbable. 

Consider, for example, that just within the past few 
months, the school has garnered national attention by host
ing a presidential candidate debate, and its fledgling football 
program won the school's first bowl game. 

Coupled with a rapidly-growing enrollment and a much
improved academic standing, FAU is clearly on the right 
path. 

Nowhere, however, has the influence ofFAU had a great
er impact than on the Treasure Coast. 

Enrollment at the growing FAU campus shared with.Ju; 
dian River Community College in Port St. Lu
cie has been increasing at an impressive pace. 

Its partnership with the Torrey Pines Insti
tute for Molecular Studies was key to attract
ing the biotech firm to the Florida Center for 
Innovation at the .Tradition development in 

Brogan southern St. Lucie County. 
That success, in turn, was important to the 

successful recruitment of the Oregon Health 
and Science University's Vaccine and Gene 
Therapy lm1titute and the Mann Research Cen
ter, also at the Florida Center for Innovation. 

The partnership with Torrey Pines has in
McPherson eluded the use of FAU's new marine science 
center at Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution until 
FAU competes its own facility at Tradition. 

And, under Brogan's leadership, and his partnership 
with others, FAU acquired the nationally-respected, but fin
ancially strapped Harbor Branch. 

F AU's involvement in turning the Treasure Coast into 
Florida's Research Coast cannot be overestimated. And, 
FAU's partnerships in Palm Beach County with the Scripps 
Research Institute and Germany's Max Planck Institute 
have been instrumental in laying the foundation for a ma-

. jor biotechnology corridor along Interstate 95. 

The role of Florida 

Atlantj~ University on 

the Treasure Coast 

-has been enhanced by 

the decision of FAU 

trustees, following a 
national search, to 

· name Vero Beach 

resident and longtime 

St Lucie County 

educator Gerri 

McPherson as FAU 

vice president for the 

Treasure Coast 

· The role of F AU on the 
Treasure Coast has been 
enhanced by the decision 
ofFAU tn,istees, following 
a national search, to name 
Vero Beach reside1i1t and 
longtilp.e St. Lucie County 
educator Gerri McPherson 
as FAU vice president for 
the Treasure Coast. 

A former principal of 
Lincoln Park Academy, 
which during her tenure 
was named one of the top 
two dozen high schools in 
the nation by the Washing
ton Post, and an assistant 
superintendent of the St. 
Lucie County School Dis
trict, McPherson well 
knows the people of the 
Treasure Coast and their 
educational goals. 

Brogan and McPherson 
have been an excellent 
team for the Treasure 

. Coast and FAU. 
Although Brogan had been a teacher and the superinten

dent of schools in Martin County and a former state educa
tion commissioner, he was lieutenant governor under Jeb 
Bush when he was selected president of FAU. For that rea- ' 
son, some believed the position would be used as a stepping 
stone for his political career and he may have coasted 
through his tenure. 

Brogan has sho"wn the skeptics wrong. He has been just 
what F AU needed to transform itself. 

He has laid a new foundation for FAU's future. 

Five years as president now and counting. We're hope
ful, perhaps a little selfishly, that there are many years and 
many successes ahead. 
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Fatigued 1 

·nuclear 
worl{ers 
get relief 
Staffe,-s at FPEs plant 
on Hutchinson Island 
welcome the new rules. 

By EVE SAMPLES 
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

. Almost , 10 years after 
watchdogs and lawmakers 
complained about exces~ive 
overtime and low staffmg 
levels at the nation's nuclear 
plants, the Nuclear Regulato-- ' 
ry Commission has approved 
a new set -0f rules designed to 
make plants safer by staving 

. off employee fatigue. 
For some workers who 

staff the two reactor control 
rooms at Florida Power & 

Light Co.'s St. 
■ See the Lucie Nuclear 
breakdown of Plant on 
the rules, 13A Hutchinson 

Island, the 
standards can't take effect 
quickly enough. 

It's not uncommon for 
licensed reactor operators, 
who make sure the nuclear re
actors are operating correctly 
24 hours a day, to work more 
than 1,000 overtime hours a 
year, according to operators 
at the plant. Much of the 
overtime is forced because 
staffing of licensed reactor 
operators has reached "criti
cally low" levels, according 
to one veteran operator who 
asked not to be identified 
because he feared putting his 
job at risk. 

r 

The operators, who usu
·ally are college-educated 
engineers or ex-Navy nuclear 
workers, often double their 
base wages of about $85,000 
a year because they earn 
so much overtime. But the 
frequency of their 12~hour 
shifts in the control rooms 
has prompted some to leave 

See NUCLEAR, 13A ► 

Down time for workers 
Share your comments on this 
story on our Web site. 
PalmBeachPost.com/ yourpost . 
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Some doubt need; FPL geaiSUp 
► NUCLEAR.from IA 

for lower-paid positions or other plants. 
If staffing gets much lower at St. 

Lucie, some operators worry that one 
of the two nuclear reactors at the plant 
will be forced off line, possibly leading 
to rolling brownouts. The ,situation is 
no better at FPL's Turkey Point plant, 
according to operators and internal re
ports filed there. 

FPL declined to reveal how many 
operators ' it employs, but the company 
· sa:id_ in a statement that it more than 
meets Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
staffing requireµients and that it is com
mitted to operating plants "safely and 
reliably." Regulatory officials confirmed 
that, saying they had no concerns about 
operations or safety at the plant. 

The operators concede that require
ments are being met. But the schedule 
"just fatigues you," said the veteran op
erator, who has more than l0years of ex
perience at the St. Lucie plant. The new 
rules will mandate days off and breaks 
between shifts, he said, but it doesn't 
take effect until Oct. 1, 2009. 

"So we sit here at minimum staff, and 
we work all these hours," he said. 

Crisis prevention and caffeine 
the men who are reactor operators at 

the St. Lucie plant - all 20 or so of the 
unionized operators are men - work 
12-hour shifts confined to the control 
rooms. They staff the rooms in pairs. In 
each room, one man watches the control 
panel, monitoring dials and gauges that 
track the reactor's performance. The 

-other is at a desk, keeping computer 
logs, running surveillance and answer
ing phones. 

They spend their entire shifts in 
the control room, eating meals at their 
desks - the room has its own kitchen 
- and covering for each other during 
bathroom breaks. They can't read any
thing unless · it's nuclear-related, and 
they can't listen to the radio. 

"You have ti:l'force· yourself to get up 
and walk around," the veteran operator 
said. "These guys live on espresso and 
coffee." 

Some plant workers even take 
medication to stay alert, he said. 
The regulatory agency's new fitness
for-duty rule, released March 31, is de
signed to (!Void fatigue. It is the product 
of years of discussion, including a 1999 
report from the Union of Concerned Sci
entists that outlined overtime and staff
ing problems in the nuclear industry. 
Three members of Congress expressed 

similar concerns to the regulatory com
mission chairman that year. 

Since then, a string of reports about 
plant workers' falling asleep on the job 
have made the issue more high profile. 

The agency settled on regulations 
that are more enforceable than its old 
work-hour guidelines issued in 1982. For 
the fir,;;t time, they give the agency teeth 
to police work-hour violations. 

Hiring expected from rule, expansions 
The rule is likely to lead to hiring at 

nuclear plants across the nation, experts 
say. The new requirements include: 
■ Worllers such as nuclear plant op

erators and security guards must get 
a 34-hour break every nine-day work 
period. Under the old guidelines, only 
eight or 10 hours off was required be
tween shifts __ 
■ Employees working 12-hour shifts 

must get two or two-and-a-half days off a 
week, averaged over no more than a six
week period. The old guidelines have no 
explicit day-01f requirements. The num
ber of days ofi vary depending on shift 
length, and th,= rules are more flexible 
during reactor outages, when more staff 
is needed on hc'md. 

Member<- oi · the Washington, D.C.
based Nuclear Energy Institute, an 

industry group, have said they expect 
to hire more security officers and 
operations staff to comply with the 
new regulations, said Jack Roe, the 
in~titute's security and operations sup
port director. But the government hasn't 
convinced the nuclear industry that the 
rule is necessary, Roe said. 

'We see no significant increase in the 
safety of the plant, with a huge oost," he 
said. "But in essence, the government 
has made its decision, and our industry 1 
is going to comply with the rule." 

FPL, however, said it welcomes it. 
'While we diligently monitor and 

control work hours now, this rule pro
vides an even greater level of assurance 
that our employees are prepared both 
physically and mentally for their work," ' 
spokeswoman April Schilpp said. 

FPL is gearing up to hire more plant 
workers, not just because of the fatigue 
rule but also because nuclear power is 
poised to grow for the first time in more 
than 25 years, Schilpp said. 

_ Plus, almost one-third of the nuclear 
workforce is expected to retire in the 
next 10 years, according to a report last 
year from the American Nuclear Society 
of La Grange Park, Ill. It takes about 18 
months to train a nuclear plant operator, 
said Malcolm Widmann, operations 
chief for the regulatory agency's reactor 
safety division in Atlanta. 

FPL has formed partnerships with 
Indian River Community Colle~ and 
Miami Dade College to train workers, 
and it's using incentives to keep exist
ing workers. 

Last year, FPL agreed to give plant 
operators at Turkey Point $40,000 a year 
for three years if they commit to stay
ing in their jobs that long, according 
to an agreement between the company 
and the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, the union that repre- , 
sents reactor operators. No such incen
tives have been offered at St. Lucie. 

Tim Hoeg, a senior resident inspector 
for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
at the St, Lucie plant, -said he couldn't 
comment on whether staffing could 
ever get so low that it triggered rolling 
brownouts. 

"But what I can tell you is the NRC is 
very much engaged with licensed oper
ators and staffing levels," Hoeg said. ''.As 
regulators, we want to make sure there 
are enough people on staff to dr- .heir 
job safely. And we feel there are." 

Staff researcher Neils Heimeriks _:ontn·b -
uted to this story. 
@)eve_samples@pbpost.com 



IRCC prepares to tackle state's educatio~~~!g! 
School selected ment andeconom1c1ssues. S~stem ," ~- And entry . reqmrements 200 students, fut we cur-

Also amo,ng the first to said IRCC would remain the same, rently have 530 baccalaure-
tO pilot Florida test the idea are St. Peters- president administrators say. ate students enrolled." 

burg College and Okaloosa- E d w i n It's the latest step for the The bill also calls for the 
College System Walton College. They would M as s e y. local college that last Janu- creation of a task force 

be among 28 community " R i g h t ,,..x,~,.~',,", .. :. ary added nine bachelor's that's set to spend the next 
BY SAMANTHA JOSEPH 
Staff writer 

TREASURE COAST 
Indian . River Community 
College is looking at the big 
picture,· and if things go as 
planned, that view could 
extend across the state of 
Florida. 

The school is one of three 
institutions that will pilot 
the Florida College System, 
a venture set to expand the 
role of local colleges to 
reflect statewide employ-

colleges that grant two7 and now, we're ' •""""""''"·'·"· degree programs in nurs- year identifying statewide 
four-year degrees to partici- limited to ing, education and man- needs and developing car-
pate in the proposed sys- offer bac- agement - fields most in responding academic pro-
terri. .... calaureate demand in its service ai·ea. grams. 

The move follows the p rograms And if the response was Part of the process 
Senate Higher Education that meet Edwin Massey any indication of how stu- involves determining what 
Committee's approval in only local dents will respond to the extra funding the colleges 
March of Bill SB 1716, needs ... but any program new college system, IRCC might require from the state 
which aims to create state out there that meets a administrators say they to expand their offerings, 
colleges with coursework statewide need is now a expect a strong response. administrators say. 
tha! go beyond local and potential program." "The_re's a tremend~us For IRCC, the move could 
regional needs. All of the schools will need m our commumty, mean a broader appeal. 

"It's taking what currently continue to offer two-year and we found that out "Students are pretty savvy 
is known as the community degrees, while others will when we offered our other today. They will shop 
college system and making allow students courses of programs," Mr. Massey 
that into the Florida College study .that last four years. said. "We thought we'd get t See IRCC, A9 

IRCC 
From page Al 

around to fmd the degree 
that best meets their needs. 
And because we'll be 
expanding the curriculum, 
we would defmitely have a 
more diverse and distrib
uted student body," Mr. 
Massey said. 

The school's location -
away from major universi
ties - also positions it to 
expand its reach, while 
making a wider variety of 
Bachelor's degrees more 
readily available to resi
dents in its original service 

area. 
"If you look at the eco

nomic development and 
the expansion of our com
munity into biosciences 
and biomedical energies, 

this is perfect timing," Mr. 
Massey said. "It's a change 
in the evolution of our col
lege -to better meet the 
needs of these emerging 
economies." 



More colleges ditching 
'community' from name 

TrlbA1te ?-I!'- -,::,y 
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BY SCOTT TRAVIS 
Sun-Sentinel 

The term community college 
soon could become obsolete in 
South Florida. 

Broward Community Col
lege and Palm Beach Commu
nity College are considering 
dropping "community" from 
their names. BCC has a bill in 
the ·state Legislature to change 
its name to Broward College. 
The Board of Trustees for 
PBCC will discuss a possible 
name change at .a retreat at 
noon today at 106 W. Riverside · 
Drive, Jupiter. 

Indian River Community 
' College and Daytona · Beach 

Community College are seek
ing a 'name change as part of 
the same bill as BCC. PBCC 
may attach a name change re
quest onto that bill or another 
bill, or wait until next year, 
spo~eswoman Grace Truman 
said. But . she said President 
Dennis Gallon isn't ready to ·1 

make a recommendation yet. 

The proposed changes are a 
result of the two schools' re- 1 

cent decisions to go beyond of
fering two-year degrees nor- I 
mally found at community col
leges. 

The state board of Education 
approved a proposal in Febru
ary to allow PBCC to offer its 
first four-year bachelor of ap-

, plied science degree in super-
vision and management. 
. BCC also received state ap

proval · to offer teaching de- 1 

grees in five areas: middle / 
grades mathematics, middle 
grades science, high school bi
ology, high school math and 
exceptional student education, 

· known as special education. 
"If-you're giving a bachelor's 

degree, and it comes from Bro
ward Community College, peo
ple are going to say 'What kind 1 

of four-year degree is that?' " 
said Deborah Nycz, president 
ofBCC's faculty union. 

But she said faculty is divid- 1 

ed. Some believe offering five · 
new four-year programs 
'should not be enough to 
change the name. 

Ten community colleges in , 
the state now offer or plan to 
offer four-year degrees, and 
five have already changed 
their names, including Miami 

1 

Dade College. 

"He's wrestling with this," 
she said. "He sees parts of it as 
a plus and parts as a negative. 
He will talk with the trustees 
on it, and we'll go from there." 
· Those for and against the 

change were about evenly split 
in a faculty and staff message 
board in the college's online 
"Perspectives" newsletter. 

"The primary mission of a 
community college is fu sup-

. porting the diverse education-
1 

al needs o( the 'community,' " 
Kirk Stetson, a facilities plan- /I 

ning manager, wrote in the 
·newsletter. "The vast majority, 
98 to 99 percent of our pro-
grams, are focused outside of a 
four-year track." 

For PBCC biology professor 
Costantino Colombo, it's a no
brainer for PBCC to turn into 
Palm Beach College. 

"The term community col
lege associates you with being 
a junior ·college, where you on
ly get the first two years of ed
ucation," said Colombo, who 
teaches on the Boca Raton 
campus. "Why lower your sta
tus to that of a two-year 
school?" 

Officials at the two schools 
say no other major changes 
are expected. 

CLARK ADVANCE~~<; 
. LEARNING CENTER ~- U•i' J 

Congratulations to Pathfinder Schol
arship Awards nominees: Steven 
Dombkowski- Academic Excellence; 
Ryan Brenner-Computer Science; • 
Frank Coxon- Mathematics; Amanda 
Irwin- Drama; and Samantha Lowe
Art. St1:1dents were honored at the Kravis 
Center on April 28. Seniors had a won
derful time at Grad Bash April 25. 

Congratulations to seniors, Ricky c- 1 1 

r ary and Steven Dombkowski for re-
, ceiving their AA degrees in an IRCC cere

mony on May 2. 

Our super digital media students 
scored _bi_g at IRCC's 8th Annual Graphic 
Art Exh1b1t April 17. Digital Imagery: 1st 
Place Stephanie Koehler· 3rd Place 
Chris Mennuto; Honorabl~ Mentions· 
Paola Monson; Jalene Haramla; · 
Erin Schaeferle; and Adan Garcia. 
Animation: 1st Place Max Gangloff· 2nd 
Place Chris Mennuto; 3rd Place Ster
ling Bruno. Video: 3rd Place saman
'ha Lowe. We're proud of our CALC 
students' talent! 

Order your yearbook for $67.50. See 
Mrs. Hutcheson. · 

Returning students: See Mrs. Kan
defer to take the CPT before summer 
and fall classes. 



2008 Legislative session 
Education, health care, economic 

development maxt~~Jl;f,,<!~~!Y 
BY MICHAEL PEL TIER 
Correspondent 

·TALLAHASSEE - Less money 
for schools, health care and 
economic development led a 
list of concerns for local dele
gates and business officials as 
the House and Senate prepare 
to meet next wee,k to craft a 
unified spending plan. 

With potential cuts to Hos
pice care, Medicaid benefits 
and the state's economic incen
tive package that helped bring 
Torrey Pines Institute for Mo
lecular Studies and Oregon 
Health & Science University's 
Vaccine and Gene Therapy In
stitute to St. Lucie County, lo
cal officials are bracing them
selves for another tough bud-
get year. · 

House and Senate leaders 
· have each put forth spending · 
plans, which at the moment 
are about $800 million apart. 
'l'he Senate's ·$65.9 billion plan . 
is the more generous but is 
still nearly $6 billion less than 
what lawmakers proposed to 
spend last year: 

"These are tough times, no 
doubt about it," said Rep. Stan 
Mayfield, R-Vero Beach, chair

. man of a House appropriations 
committee that oversees envi
ronmental spending. 

Lawmakers last year were 
relatively successful in shield
ing public schools, colleges and 
the state's most vulnerable 

from budget cuts. This year, 
however, all take a hit in the 
spending plans. 

For public . schools, both 
plans call for a reduction in 
spending for every Treasure 
Coast district. Public school 
funding would be trimmed by 
up $6.8 million in St.. Lucie 
County, $3 million for Martin 
and $189,000 for Indian River. 

The cuts come as schools are 
still scrambling to meet class 
size reduction thresholds and 
increased expenses for fuel 
and other staples. 

''.We eliminated most surri
mer programs ,last year to 
meet previous cuts," said Dar
la Miloszewski, finance direc
tor for Martin County schools. · 
"Those programs have helped 
us earn high (state 
achievement) grades. I don't 
know what they're thinking." 

Indian River Community 
College President Ed Massey 
said given the tough economic 
times,_ community colleges 
have fared relatively well. Still, 
budget cuts during tough eco
nomic times hit community 
colleges harder than other sys
tems. 

"When the economy is bad, 
a lot of people go back to 
school," Massey said. 

The chambers are also fight
ing over Medicaid spending. 
The House eliminated the 
Medicaid hospice program. 

The Senate has funded the ef
fort but proposes dropping cov
erage for a group of recipients 
who now receive money for 
life saving treatment even 
though they don't qualify for 
traditional Medicaid coverage. 

· Both programs have strong / 
advocates · and 'compromise is 
likely. . I 

· For Treasure Coast Hospice, 
the cuts would be critical, said 
spokeswoman Cindy Warren. 
Last year Mediraid paid for 22 
percent qf Treasure Coast Hos- , 
pice patients. Hospice received' 
more than $5 million for nurs
ing home room and board and 
more than $1 million for care 
for Medicaid eligible patients , 
who resided elsewhere. 

"The fact that we are so dif
ferent opens the door for a 

· compromise," said Rep. Gayle 
Harrell, R-Stuart. "I think we 
will see both programs to be 
funded to some degree." · 1 

Economic development 
funds are also on the chopping 
block. The House calls for $33.8 
million for quick action fund, 
which gives the governor and 
others cash to lure companies 
to the state. The Senate plan 
sets aside more than $50 mil
lion for various economic de
velopment grants. 

Both proposals spend far 
less than what was allocated 
last year, when lawmakers 
earmarked nearly $300 million 
for programs to lure high-tech 
companies into the state. 
-"It's imperative for us tol 

keep funding those incen
tives," said Joe Catrambone, 
executive vice president of the 
Stuart/Martin County Cham
ber of Commerce. "They in-

. crease the tax base and bring 
relief to homeowners." 
Li::l w ulakers will spend the 

next couple weeks hammering 
out a compromise plan accept
able to both chambers. The 
session ends May 2. 
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Giidu'~ffiigar 
class .will be 
the largest 
everatIRCC 
BY ZACH SMITH 
zachary.smith@scripps.com 

TREASURE COAST - Kyle Von Ko
horn graduates from high school at 
the end of May, but he'll be graduat
ing from Indian River Communit.y 
College on Friday. . 

. I 

Von Kohorn, a senior at Indian 
River Charter High School, has al
ready earned his General Associate of 
·Arts degree, thanks to a dual enroll
ment program at IRCC that allowed 
him to obtain college credits early. ' 

He will be one of 1,550 students 
graduating from IRCC in what will be 
the largest graduating class the col
lege has ever seen: 

"IRCC was more of the environ
ment I wanted to be in," said Von Ko
horn of his decision to enter dual en
rollment. 

Although he enjoys the learning op
portunities of high school, Von Ko
horn said community college allowed 
him to excel beyond his basic educa-
tion. · 

While some students decided to get · 
a head start on their degree, others 
like 52-year-old Jeri Brubaker of Port 
St. Lucie will be finishing the college 
career they began many years ago. 

Brubaker started her degree at 
IRCC in 1985, but later took time off 
to raise a family. Now, as a wife with 
three daughters and nine grandchil
dren - all of whom will be attending 
the . commencement ceremony -
she'll be awarded her Associate in 
Applied Science degree in landscape 1 

and horticulture technology. 
The commencement speaker will 

be Dr. Dale A. Brill, director of the Of
fice of Tourism, Trade and Economic 
Development and former chief mar
keting officer for Visit F1orida, the 
state's tourism marketing corpora
tion. 

IRCC COMMENCEMENT 

When: 7 p.m. Friday; rain date is 8:30 , 
a.m. Saturday • 
Where: Tradition Held/Mets Stadium, 
525 N.W. Peacock Blvd., Port St. Lucie 

. f=or more information: call (866) 
866-4722 or visit www:ircc.edu 

MEET A PAIR OF ST. LUCIE 
COUNTY GRADUATES ,, 

Roseann Maresca: received the 
Indian River Community College 2008 
SpeciaLAchiever:nent Award for sub
mitting a unanim9usly adopted resolu
tion at the Nursing Students Associa, 
tion convention. The resolution recom
mended CAT scans be used as an 
early screening tool for people at a 
high risk for lung cancer. She works at 
Martin Memorial Hospital as a Ii-

. censed practical nurse and will gradu
ate with an Associ.ate in Nursing as an 
registered nurse. 

Rebekah Thompson: has served as 
president of IRCC Campus Coalition 
Government since 2006. Thompson is 
an honors student and a member of 
the All-Florida Academic team. She 
will graduate with an Associate of 
Finance degree and plans to work in 
international marketing management. 



------ - . 

A ea Schools off er various degr~~~~1,n,u!rr8.,~d(!9h~!i9!]7~?' 
~any University Harbor Branch Oceanographic continuing education . (877) 903-8367 ~fmu.edu/ · . / and south of Kanner Hwy. 
Bachelor's and graduate degrees lnst:Jtutlon Indian River Research and Education . . (772) 221-9799 (866) 86-GO-MED 
337 S.E. Po,:t St. Lucie Blvd. . Contact Indian River Community Col- Center . · · Keiser University , · www.medvance.edu · · 
Port St.. Lucie · lege for aquaculture classes Institute of Food and Agricultural Sci- Bachelor's, associate's and master's 
(772) 871-8000 www.barry.edu Con?1ct Fl_orida Atlantic _University for ences, 2199 s. Rock Rd. degrees · 

manne science classes Fort Pierce (772) 468-3922 ext.148 Port St. Lucie Campus 
Webster University 
Graduate degrees 

Florida Atlantlc University ' 
Bachelor's and graduate degrees and 
continuing education 

Indian River Community College 
Associate's· degrees, career certifi
cates, adult and continuing education ,._ 
Campuses throughout the four coun, · 
ties 

www.irrec.ifas.utl.edu 10330 S. US 1 at Jennings Road in the Space Coast Metropolitan Campus, 
Merritt Island at Northrup Grumman 
150 North Sykes Creek Parkway 
Merritt Island, FL 32953 Joint Treasure Coast Campus with 

IRCC 

Florida Institute of Technology 
Sachelor's and graduate degrees 
150 W. University Blvd. 

Marketplace Plaza (772) 398-9990 
http://www.keisercollege.edu/psl.htm 
Keiser Melbourne Campus. 

500 N.W. California Blvd. in St. Lucie 
West (772) 873-3300 
www.fau.edu/northern/psl 
FAU John D. MacArthur Campus 
5353 Parkside Dr., Jupiter 

Main canipus: 3209 Virginia Ave. 
Fort Pierce (866) 866-4722 · 
www.ircc.edu 

Melbourne, FL 32901 _ 
(321) 674-8000 www.fit.edu/ 

Florida Metropolitan University 
Bachelor's and graduate degrees 

900 S. Babcock St., Melbourne, FL 
32901 (321) 409-4800 

, MedVance Institute 
Allied health diploma and associate de
gree prpgrams 

(321) 449-4500 
www.webster.edu/ spacecoasV 
Webster Palm Bay Classroom Center . 
at Brevard Community College 
250 Community College Parkway 
Palm Bay, FL 32909 (321) 956-6700 

University of Florida Stuart campus ( 561) 799-8697 
www.fau.edu/northem/jupiter Bachelor's and graduate degrees and 

- 2401 N. Harbor City Blvd 
Melbourne, FL 32935 · 851 S.E. Johnson Avenue, east of U.S. 1 

Not all schools are included. Also 
c~eck listings in the local phone book. 

IRCC now offers exCiting·eulinary°*~!l!~q!J' 
Learn how to cook up a deli

cious career at the Indian River 
Community College Culinary In
stitute Open House on Thursday, 
April 17, at 6 p.m. The Culinary 
Institute of the Treasure Coast is 
located at the IRCC Mueller Cam

. pus at 6155 College Lane in Vero 
Beach. IRCC Culinary students 
will have cooking stations set up 
and will be sampling out a dish of 
their choice in a savory Student 
Showcase. lRCC Culinary instruc
tor Chef Midkiff will be giving a 
formal cooking demonstration. 
Program information, financial 
aid representatives and tours of 

the facilities will be available for 
,attendees. 

The Culinary Institute of the 
Treasure Coast at IRCC combines 
elements of artistry, business, and 
leadership skills that leading food 
service employers are looking 
for in employees. This two-year, 
full time, selective admissions 
program leads to an Associate in 
Applied Science degree in Restau
rant Management with a Culinary 
Arts Specialty. Students are pre
pared with practical experiences 
in food preparation, kitchen man
agement, budgeting, purchasing, 
as well as core academic courses 

such as English, math, and busi
ness, all necessary for success in 
the industry. 

Unlike other culinary pro
grams, The Culinary Institute of 
the Treasure Coast is more than a 
cooking school; it is an accredited 
management program that com
bines the passion of the culinary 
arts with the skills needed to be a 
successful supervisor, restaurant 
manager, caterer, private chef and 
overall business entrepreneur, all 
at a reasonable cost. 

The Institute's curriculum of
fers students an educational ex
perience focused on career skills 

required to succeed at various 
stages and levels in their culi
nary and restaurant management 
career. Paid internships allow 
students the opportunity to gain 
hands-on job skills while working 
side by side with top industry pro
fessionals in the field. This prac
tical experience combined with 
the rigorous educational training, 
enables students the opportunity 
to build strong career portfolios 
while making contacts and refer
ences for future employment. 

For more information, call 
1-866-866-4722 or e-mail culi
nary@ircc.edu. 



Sebastian, IRCC to continue ~ducational brruicii".iut 
BY ED BIERSCHENK 
ed.bierschenk@scripps.com 

SEBASTIAN - More than 500 stu
dents passed through the halls of the 
old City Hall to take advantage of 
classes offered there by Indian River 
Community College, which is sched
uled to begin its summer, session 
there May 6. 

On Wednesday, the Sebastian City 
Council unanimously voted to contin
ue its relationship with college ofll 
cials, whose lease for the second story 
of the building will automatically re- · 
new Aug. l . 

IRCC" spokeswoman Michelle Abal
do said 18 classes were conducted in 
the building last fall and 12 more this 
spring. About 540 students of various 
ages attended the 30 classes, said 
Abaldo, from high school students, to 
first-time college stu<tents and adults 
returning to . school. Another · nine 
classes are scheduled to be conducted 
at the building this summer. 

Mayor Andrea Coy. an adjunct pro
fessor who teaches English as a Sec'. 
ond Language at the college's Vero 
Beach campus, said some of the 
classes offered at the old city hall had 
a waiting list. 

"It's a grand success," said Coy. 
"I'm extraordinarily pleased." 

The college pays $12,000 annually 
for the lease of th~ building. Another 
$8,400 was brought in from rents paid 
by Keep Indian River Beautiful, Se
bastian Area Historical Society and 
Abilities Resource Center (formerly 
Association for Retarded Citizens) for 
other sections of the building or its 
annexes. 

. While th~ city's estimated annual 
expenditures of $25,805 for upkeep of 
the building exceeded total rent by 
abo1Jt $5,400, Minner noted these 
buildings are used by more than just 

the groups listed. 
Various community groups, such 

as the Quilters Club, use the old 
council chambers, he said . . 

Because of the low deficit, multiple 
building uses arid the positive results 
from the IRCC lease, Minner recom
mended against modifying the lease 
with the college. 

Coy said the college is paying its 
fair share and hosting the classes at 
the building is a service the city is 
able to provide to the community. 

"Education is a val able service," 
said Coy. 
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More Florida colleges ditching 
'community' from their name 
BY SCOTT TRAVIS 
Sun-Sentinel 

The term community college 
soon could become obsolete in 
South Florida. 

Broward Community Col
lege and Palm Beach Commu
nity College are considering 
dropping "community" from 
their names. BCC has a bill in 
the state Legislature to change 
its name to Broward College. 
The Board of Trustees for 
PBCC will discuss a possible 
name change at a retreat at 
noon today at HXi°W. Riverside 
Drive, Jupiter. 

The proposed changes are a 
. result of the two schools' re
cent decisions to go beyond of
fering two-year degrees nor;
mally found at community col
leges. 

The state board of Education 
approved a proposal in Febru
ary to allow PBCC to offer its 
first four-year bachelor of ap
plied science degree in super
vision and management. 

BCC also received state ap-

Indian River Community College and Daytona 

Beach Community College are seeking a name 
change as part of the same bill as (Broward 

Community College); . 

proval to offer teaching de- the state now offer ·or plan to 
grees in five areas: middle offer four-year degrees, and 
grades ' mathematics, middle five have already changed 

· grades science, high school bi- their names, including Miami 
ology, high school math and _ Dade College. 
exceptional student education, Indian River Communit~ 
known as special education. . . College and Daytona Beac 

,11f you're giving a bachelor's ~orrimunity College are seek-
. degree, and it comes from Bro- mg a name . change as part of 

ward Community College, peo- the same bill as BCC. PBCC 
ple are going to say 'What kind may attach a n~e change re
of four-year degree is that?' " q~est onto ~at bi_ll or another 
said Deborah Nycz, president bill, or wait until next year, 
of BCC's faculty union. sp?keswoman Gr~ce Tr~an 

But she said faculty is divid
ed. Some believe offering five 
new four-year programs 
should not be enough to 
change the name. 

said. But she said President 
Dennis Gallon isn't ready to 
make a recommendation yet. 

"He's wrestling with this," 
she said. "He sees parts of it as 
a plus and parts as a negative. 

Ten community colleges in He will talk with the trustees 

on it, and we'll go from there." 
Those for and against the 

change were about evenly split 
in a faculty and staff message 
board in the college's online 
"Perspectives" newsletter. 

"The primary mission of a 
community college is in sup
porting the diverse education
al needs of the 'community,' " 
Kirk Stetson, a facilities plan
ning manager, wrote in the 
newsletter. "The vast majority, 
98 to 99 percent of our pro
grams, are focused outside of a 
four-year track." 

For PBCC biology professor 
Costantino Colombo, it's a no
brainer for PBCC to turn into 
Palm Beach College . 

"The term community col
lege associates you with being 
a junior college, where you on-

. ly get the first two years of ed
ucation," said Colombo, who 
teaches on the Boca Raton 
campus. "Why lower your sta
tus to that of a two-year . 
school?" 

Officials at the two schools 
say no other major changes 
are· expected. 



IRCC mQves a step closer to changing its name to Indian River Gollege 
, . -,-,,. I b '4"1 'E::.,_ .,. _ -,:,f-

• al by the Florida Senate on Thursday With biotechnology, medical, ma- President Ed Massey. to satisfying local needs. 11 

The proposal IS up for final to reflect the institution's ability to of- rine studies and other new high-tech Also included in the pilot: Daytona Massey said the colleges will con-
passage in the Florida fer baccalaureate degrees and emerg- institutions - including Torrey Beach Community Cpllege, St. Peters- tinue to l'ulfill their community col-

ing baccalaureate clout. Pines Institute for Molecular Studies, burg College and Okaloosa-Walton lege mission of open access, remedia-
Senate next week If approved, the new name would Scripps Research Institute and Burn- College. tion and adult education. 

be Indian River College. ham Institute for Medical Research To set up the system, an 11-niember 

BY MICHAEL PEL Tl~R 
Staff writer 

TALLAHASSEE - Indian River Com
munity College, would drop a "C" un
der a measure given tentative approv-

Further, the college would join a - coming into the area, educators panel will determine funding, gover
group of three others in a pilot proj- and delegates say the shift makes nance and degree program approval. 
ect to transition those institutions in- sense. IRCC and other qualified colleges 
to a system of state colleges with the "With this change, we will be able would be able to establish baccalau
ability to offer a wider variety of four- to better meet the emerging needs to reate programs that satisfy statewide . 
year degrees. support . those industries," said IRCC needs. Currently, they are restri.cted 

"Those responsibilities will not 
change," Massey said. "We will con
tinue that missiion." 

The Senate' is expected to take up 
the measure for final passage next 
week. 



14 ST. LUCIE TEENS WIN 
YOUNG FLORIDIAN AWARD 

The 2008 Young Floridian 
Award Winners were an
nounced Monday at an awards 
ceremony at Indian River . 
Communjty Colfege's McAlpin 
Fine Arts Cenrer. Earlier in 
the year, 94 successful young 
men and women were selected 
from among the St. Lucie 
County senior high school stu
dents to compete for the covet
ed 14 Young Floridian Schol
arship Awards. 'td'}".:_'h:,r 

The awards recogmze out
st anding seniors for 
achievement and service to 
their school and their commu
nity in several categories, such 
as Academic Excellence, Ath
letics, Human Services and So- , 
cial Studies. 

Each nominee receives a 
Young Floridian medallion 
and a $100 book stipend to 
IRCC. The winners receive a · 
Young Floridian Glass Trophy 
and a $1000 scholarship from 
the St. Lucie County Chamber 
of Commerce Foundation for 
the college or university of 
their choice. Winners also re
ceive a full two-year schol
arship to IRCC. 

Congratulations to the 2008 , 
Young Floridian winners: 

Crystal . Bell, John Carroll 
Catholic High School - Athlet
ics 

Mauricio Bell'Albero, Fort 
Pierce Central, Computer 
Science/ Engineering & Archi
tecture 

Jaime Elbert, Westwood, 
Science 

Peter "Jake" Elrod, Port St. 
Lucie High, Language Arts 

Kelsey Gordon, Lincoln 
Park Academy, Career & Tech-
nology · 

James Keszkowsky, Fort \ 
fierce Central, Mathematics , 1 

Christopher Mallon, St. Lu
cie West Centennial, Academic 
Excellence 

Eddie Mauldin, John Carroll 
Catholic High School, 
Journalism/Communication 

Rebecca Nelson, Westwood, I 
Music 

Jessica Norori, St. Lucie I 
West Centennial, Art . 

Josylou Nuesca, Port St. Lu
cie High, Human Services 

Kaitlyn Schirard, Lincoln 
Park Academy, Drama 

r 
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Carpentry graduates announced 
BY MEGAN MACHIELA/ 
REGAN COMMUNICATIONS 
GROUP 
Posted on YourHub.com 

Two students graduated 
from the Treasure Coast 
Builders Association /Indian 
River Community ~ 
Carpentry Frannng Program, 
a comprehensive 1,200-hour 
curriculum that prepares high 
quality, entry-level framing 
carpenters for the construction 
industry. 

Students Erika Alvarez and 
Ivan Moreno each were 
awarded with program certifi
cates endorsed by TCBA and 
IRCC during a graduation cer
emony held at TCBA's head
quarters in Port St. Lucie. Al
varez and Moreno were 
surrounded by family, friends, 
TCBA board members and 
faculty from IRCC. David Van 
Cise, master instructor of the 
Carpentry Framing Program, 
presented Alvarez and Moreno 
with the certificates. 

Randy Berry, president of 
the · TCBA said, "Treasure 
Coast Builders Association is 
proud to have developed this 
program with Indian River 
Community College that helps . 
people secure a rewarding 
career in the construction in
dustry. This program is truly 
an inves.tment in the future of 
our industry that ensures 
high-quality workers will be 
available to meet the demands 
for construction services on 
the Treasure Coast." 

"The Carpentry Framing 
Program is an excellent ex
ample of an education/ 
business partnership that pre
pares Treasure Coast residents 
for rewarding careers in the 
construction industry," said 
David Van Cise, master in
structor for the program. 

MEGAN MACHIELA • Posted on YourHub.com 
Treasure Coast Builders Association hosted the graduation of 
two students from the Treasure Coast Builders Association/ 
Indian River Community College Carpentry Ffaming Program. 
Attending the ceremony were from left, Jose Farinas, dean of 
IRCC's Advanced Technology Department; Don Santos, past 
president of TCBA and president of Santos Construction; 
graduates Ivan Moreno and Erika Alvarez; David Van Cise, 
master instructor; and Randy Berry, president of TCBA. 

'Tm so glad that I took ad- 1 

vantage of this great program," 
said Moreno. "I'm very 
thankful for the support of the 
Treasure Coast Builders Asso
ciation, Indian River Com
munity College and our in
structor, David Van Cise, who 
went the extra mile for us." 

More information about the 
program can be obtained by 
contacting TCBA at (772) 
287-7795 (Martin County), (772) 
464-8222 (St. Lucie County), 
(772) 562-8222 (Indian River 
County), or (863) 467-2007 
(Okeechobee County). 



Post your news on www.your!Jub.com 

CATHERINE WHITAKER • Posted on YourHub.com 

New firefighters join the St Lucie County. Fire District 
Graduation for 36 new St. Lucie County firefighters took place recently at Indian River 
~ommunity College. The fire recruits completed seven weeks of orientation and are as
signed to stations throughout the county. 
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Disabled vets see action at winter sports clinic 

By RON_ HA YES 

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

Tuesday, April 08, 2008 

Two years ago this month, Staff Sgt. Luke Murphy of Palm City was patrolling 
Baghdad with the 101 st Airborne Di vision when a roadside bomb exploded beneath 
his Humvee. 

A year ago this month, Murphy was finally released from Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center in Washington, minus his left foot and his right leg below the knee. 

A11tos 
PalmBeachPost.com 

This month, he went skiing in Colorado. 

"Yeah, man, I tear it up," he bragged 
Monday. "I rip it. I'm pretty fast." 

Murphy, 26, is among 16 veterans served 
f"'ISee more photos by the VA Medical Center in West Palm 

Beach who have just returned from the 
More local news 22nd Nat~o~1al_ Disabled Veterans Winter 

. Sports Clrrnc 111 Snowmass, Colo. 
Lat~st breaking ne,vs, photos and all of today's Post stones. 

Share This Story From March 31 to April 4, Murphy and 391 
other disabled vets gathered at the ski resort. Some were injured in combat, others after being 
discharged, but all participated in a range of adaptive sports, from snow skiing and sled hockey to scuba 
diving, rock climbing and snowmobiling. 

You'd recognize Team West Palm Beach by its red, white and blue jackets with the pink flamingo on the 
front. 

"I was amazed," Murphy said. "There were a lot of guys there that were really hurt. Blind, triple 
amputees, quadriplegics. But everybody was smiling. It seems like everybody was looking forward to 
that one week every year." 

Navy Petty Officer Jim Nappier was wounded by shrapnel in Ramadi in May 2004. Back home in 
Loxahatchee, he turned down the first offer to attend the clinic. 

http://palmbeachpost.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Disabled+vets+see+... 4/8/2008 
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This year, he made his third trip and serves as a mentor at similar clinics in Telluride, Colo. 

Retired Marine David Bradbury, 44, of Riviera Beach was back for his sixth clinic. "It encourages me to 
stay fit so I'm able to compete on a personal level," said Bradbury, who was stationed at Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., from 1979 to 1981 . "So I train ... year round, but it also allows me to network with new and old 
vets." 

Bradbury maintains his enthusiasm for the slopes. He has used a wheelchair since sustaining a spinal 
cord injury in 1983 while sledding in New Hampshire. 

The week in Colorado, which is co-sponsored by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Disabled 
American Veterans, costs each participant about $1,200, which they raised tlu-oughout the year through 
public speaking, hot dog sales and local sponsors . This year, a large part of the team's cost was 
underwritten by donations from the Palm Beach County chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and Advanced Spinal Technologies. 

"I'm extremely proud of the progress of all those who attended this year," said Douglas Tuttle, the VA 
center's supervisor of rehabilitation therapists . "The veteran participants have all taken it to the next 
level, building upon previously learned skills, and the new participants are anxious for next year's 
event." 

As for Murphy, he has every intention ofreturning next year. But on Monday he was busy preparing to 
register for classes at Indian River Community College. 

"I want to study political science," he said. "I have a boat. I go sailfishing. I want to go to college. I do 
more than the average person does. So I just call this a minor setback. You've just got to take every day 
and go forward." 

Vote for this story! 

Find this article at: 
http ://www. pa Im beachpost. corn/lo ca I news/con te nt/loca I_ n ews/e pa pe r/2008/04/08/s 1 b _blind ski_ 0408. h tm I 

!- ; Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 

http ://palmbeachpost. printthis.clickabi lity .com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title= Disabled+vets+see+ .. . 4/8/2008 
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"This gives them a taste of what engineering is all about 

They learn real problem solving. They see how brainstorming works." 

Rich Soviero, team adviser 

ERIC HASERT • eric.hasert@scripps.com 
Brendan Radabaugh, 18, a senior at Jensen Beach High School1 left, and Anders Hansen, 17, a junior at Martin County High School, 
react while watching their Team S.P.A.M. test robot perform a maneuver as they operate the controls inside the South fork High 
School gym in Tropical Farrns on Saturday. The robot used Its arm to knock down a 40-inch diameter 10- pound ball from a height 
of 6.5 feet on a test track. The team's competition robot ls being stored in Atlanta for the First Robotics Competition International 
Championship. The team leaves for Atlanta on Wednesday. 

Students create robot to represent 
Martin in robotics competition 

BY AIMEE FORD FOSTER 
Correspondent " -SP AM competed in the regional competition in Orlando in 

March, winning the Autodesk Visualization Award for its short TROPICAL FARMS - A team of 
high-school students from across Martin 
County will test their mettle - and met
al-: this week in a one-of-a-kind sport
ing event that emphasizes engineering 
skills rather than athletic prowess. · 

Thirty-one students representing the 
SP AM Robotics team, which includes 
kids from Jensen Beach, Martin County 
and South Fork high schools and the 

· Clark Advanced Learning Center, leave 
Wednesday for FffiST Overdrive, the 
2008 For Inspiration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology Robotics Com
petition Championship. 

The three-day event, which begins 
Thursday at the Georgia Dome in Atlan
ta, includes 342 teams - from all over 
the United States as well as Brazil, Isra
el, Canada and Mexico. The Martin 
County team qualified by making the 
quarterfmals at a regional competition. 

The objective is to see whose robot is 
the best in a series of matches that 
combine racing, teamwork and the abili
ty · to catch and shoot a large, seven
pound ball. 

"This gives them a taste of what engi
neering is all about," said team adviser 
Rich Soviero, who teaches at Jensen 

·~ Beach. "They learn real problem solving. 
They see how brainstorming works." 

Janet Fitzgerald from Martin County 

video presentation and the Johnson and Johnson Gracious 

Professional award, which is basically the sportsmanship award. 

High, Gary Townsend of South Fork and 
L@n Krieger of Cladi are the other ad
visers. There are also from 10 to 15 local 
engineers who mentor the team includ
ing several graduates of the program. 

The competition begins in January 
when each team receives its kit of parts 
from FIRST, watches a presentation 
about the upcoming competition and 
starts work on its robot. Martin County 
students have been competing in FIRST 
for more than a decade. 

SP AM's creation is squat, square beast 
on six wheels with a long arm rum cata
pult used to maneuver the ball. The ro
bot can circle the 54-foot by 27-foot track 
as fast as 12 feet per second. 

"We have six weeks to build the entire 
robot," said Ariel Drehobl, a senior at 
South Fork. "It's kind of hard working 
as a team because everyone has different 
ideas we're trying to ·incorporate into 
our one idea. So you have to compromise 
and take the best parts and put it togeth
er." 

Students and advisers brainstorm the 
design process, and create prototypes of 

some parts. Students cut, shape and fin
ish most of the parts for the robot in 
their South Fork shop, known as "The 
Pit.". They do almost all of the pro
gramming for the software and are in 
charge on race day. · 

The trackside crew includes a driver, 
an operator who maneuvers the arm and 
catapult and two coaches. 

Matches last two minutes. · 
"It's a lot of fun," said Garth Newman, 

a Jensen Beach sophomore. "We come 
up with different cheers during it." 

SP AM competed in the regional com
petition in Orlando in March, winning 
the Autodesk Visualization Award for its 
short video presentation and the John
son and Johnson Gracious Professional 
award, which is basically the sportsman
ship award. 

"If a team has a problem, they know, 
just come find us, an9 we'll do evety
thing to help them out," said Warren 
Boudreaux, an engineer mentor for 
SP AM. "That's basically been our team 
philosophy. It's not so much beating peo
ple, it's more helping tpem." 
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Amelia Greco, who 
is 5-feet-11, says 
she used to be 
restricted to plus
size stores. (Torrid 
was a favorite.) 'I 
realized a couple 
of months ago that 
I can actually go 
for style and find 
something in my 
size,' she says. 
'Before, I had to 
buy things just 
because they fit.' 

PAMELA WIDDOWS/ 
Staff Photographer 

► GRECO from ID 

ship, ditched a dead-end job, quit 
smoking and became a full-time · 
college student, all in about 18 
months. 

"My biggest heartache was 
seeing her become less and less 
healthy;" Amelia's mom says. 
"When she was heavy, I think she 
was more inside of her shell, try
ing to protect herself from being 
hurt."· 

Peggy's voice trembles with 
emotion. · 

''After she lost 100 pounds, it 
was like having my daughter back 
again." · 

Food equaled friendship 
Amelia, who is 5-feet-11, says 

growing up Italian meant hearty 
portions and lots of pasta. 

"It was just a big part of 
everyday life," she says. ''You'd 
sit down at family meals and 
have a huge dinner. When I 
was with friends, we'd order 
appetizers and sit there and 
talk. It became a routine 
where I connected food 
with joy and friendship.'' 

The Grecos -Amelia 
has an older brother and 

younger sister - left New 
York in 2000, two years 
before Amelia graduated 

from South Fork High School 
in Martin County. 

"Those were difficult years 
for her," her mother recalls. "I 
guess she had always been kind 
of chubby; but sh~ was athletic. 
Then she came into a school 
where she didn't know anybody; 
and she started really putting on 
weight.'' 

After high school, Amelia re
turned to New York to be with her 
now ex-boyfriend, and the pounds 
kept coming. _ 

"There was a pizzeria next
door to where I worked, and on 
slow days, I'd think about it con
stantly: 'I want that slice. I want 
it, I want it, I want it!' And then 
I'd go over there and have two or 
three." 

Her self-image, she says, was 
at an all-time low. 

"I didn't really care how I 
looked back then. Nobody looked 
at me, and it didn't matter. I went 
out in sweats. There was nobody 
to impress.'' 

'Has to come from within' 
. By spring 2006, Amelia hit 

bottom. She called home and said 
she wanted to return to Hobe 
Sound to start a new life. 

"She asked if it was OK to 
come live with us, and her father 
and I thought this was wonder• 
ful," Peggy says. "We were willing 
to do anything to help.'' 

Amelias mother, a private-duty 
nurse who travels with clients, 
was working in Chattanooga, 
Tenn., and she asked Amelia to 
join her for the summer. 

"My mom said, 'I know you're 
not big on diets because you think 
they don't work,' " Amelia recalls. 
"She said, 'Just try this and see if 
you can lose 5 pounds.' She was 
always positive and supportive, 
never critical. 

"So we cut out everything in 
r a big way. No more ice cream, 

no more pizza, no ~ore Chinese. 
And we went hiking every day on 
Lookout Mountain." 

Amelia lost about 75 pounds 
that summer and maintained se~ 
sible eating and exercise when 
she returned home to Florida, 
dropping an additional 45 pounds. 

She now hits the gym live or 
six times a week, does 4-mile jogs 
to the beach and easily slips into 
a size 11. · 

Her eating plan is basic: Lots 
of vegetables (she gave up meat), I 
limited portions and the occa
sional treat 

"I looked into the pros and cons 
of specific diets, but it really has 
to come from within you," says 
Amelia, who's studying nutrition 
at Indian River Community Cql-
~ 
-..Y read labels, but I don't go 
· crazy about it I just keep in mind 
that if I eat a certain thing, I 
may have to work out 10 times 
harder to burn it off. Sometimes 
it's worth it, and sometimes I just 
wait till the craving passes." 

She credits her success to not 
biting off more than she could 
chew. · 

"I never thought about it like, 
'I have to lose 120 pounds.' I just 
took it little by little. I didn't set a 
goal weight because I think about , 
it in terms of how I'm feeling. 

''.And it's amazing how good you 
can feel," she says. "The biggest 
thing is to never lose hope." 
@loretta_gran\ham@pbpost.com 
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TAKING ,r-5 lbs. AT A TIM 

M 
ost dieters battle 
the dreaded roller 
co~ster, the disheart
enmg up and down of 
loss and regain. 

· But for Amelia · 
Greco of Hobe Sound, the ride was 
real. 

"One summer my friends and I 
went to Six Flags, and after I got 
on the roller coaster, they couldn't 
get the bar down," she recalls. "I 
was too big, and it wouldn't close. 
That was probably my most embar
rassing moment. 

"I didn't really show my emo
tions, but I was crying on the 

inside. My friends were very sup
portive - even when people made 
comments, they'd defend me. I'd 
make a funny joke; but deep down I 
was screaming." 

Amelia, with the help of her 
mother and daily hikes on a Ten
nessee mountain, reached even 
deeper inside arid discovered a 
new resolve: She shed 120 pounds 
through diet and exercise, drop
ping from 305 pounds to 185. 

"She needed no cheerleading at 
all," says Peggy Greco, who's proud 
to add that her 23-year-old daugh
ter left an unfulfilling relation-

See GRECO, 6D ► , 

Family photos 

Weight-loss wisdom 
'I have high hopes for myself, and I have a good support 
system,' says Amelia Greco of Hobe Sound, who lost 120 
pounds. 'This helps a lot.' 

Among her advice for.conquering calories: 
■ Give up fast food. 
■ Don't keep high-calorie treats ('or anything you can pick 
at') around the house. If you must indulge in a brownie, for 
instance, go som.ewhere and buy just one. 
■ Ease stress through exercise. 'When I'm mad, I'll go to the 

r . 
gym and pound the treadmill.' · 
■ Try to wait out cravings because they pass. 
■ Lighten up beverages by mixing them with seltzer. 

'I'm so very proud of her,' says Peggy 
Greco (center), shown two yea'YS ago with 
daughte'YS Amelia (left) and Elizabeth, who's 
now a college senior. 'Her accomplishment is 
such an inspiration. ' 

'I'd never really tried to lose 
weight before,' says Amelia 
Greco, with her ex-boyfriend 
at a wedding in 2006. 'It 
didn't really affect my life, 
and then something would 
pop up to remind me.' 



As her-weight dropped, 

she ditched a lot 

of baggage, too. 

Now she's 120 pounds 

lighter ... and 

100 percent 

happier. 

How'd 
she do it? 

By LORETTA GRANTHAM 
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

THEN: 
305 pounds, 
Size 24 . 

◄ NOW: 
185 pounds, 
Size 11 

Please share your success 
story. For details, 6D 

PAMELA WIDDOWS 
Staff Photographer 



honors 
Cooper 

Dr. Patricia G. Cooper, Su
perintendent of Schools for 
Okeechobee County, will be 
presented with the Indian River 

· Community College Distin-
guished Alumni Award at the 
IRCC College Awards Ceremony , 
on April 10. 

"A visionary leader and highly , 
respected educator, Dr. Cooper 
is dedicated to achieving excel
lence," said Dr. Edwin R. Massey, 
IRCC President. "Her passion 
for education and student suc
cess has fostered strong student 
achievement, especially in math 
and reading, increasing gains for 
the Okeechobee School District. 
We are honored to recognize Dr. 
Cooper as the 2008 IRCC Distin
guished Alumni." 

With over 35 years of experi
ence in education, Dr. Cooper 
has earned positions of increas-
ing responsibility. She began her 
career as an English teacher and 
has served as a principal at the 
middle and high school level. 
Before serving in the position of 
superintendent, Dr. Cooper was 
the Dean for Administrative Ser
vices/Planning and Organization-
al Development at South Florida 
Community College, the Deputy 
Superintendent for Highlands -ti 
County Schools and Coordina-
tor for Staff Development for the 
Highland County School Board. 

Dr. Cooper has served in an 
array of professional roles such 
as a Take Stock in Children Men
tor, and member of the Board of 
Trustees of South Florida Com
munity College. In 1992, she re
ceived the Florida Distinguished 
Principal Award, District IX, and 
the Outstanding Achievement 
Award from the University of 
Sarasota. 

Dr. Cooper earned her Asso
ciate of Arts degree from Indian 
River Junior College in 1967 and 
continued her edacation earning 
a Bachelor's of Arts Degree from 
Stetson University in 1970, a Mas
ter 's Degree in Administration/ 
Supervision from the University 
of South Florida in 1978 and her 
Doctorate in Curriculum/Instruc
tion from the University of Sara
sota in 1992. 

As IRCC's Distinguished 
Alumni, Dr. Cooper will serve 
as the keynote speaker at the 
College Awards Ceremony · held 
at 11 a.m. on April 10 in the 
McAlpin Fine Arts Center, IRCC 
Main Campus, 3209 Virginia 
Avenue, Fort Pierce. Students, 
faculty, and staff will also be rec
ognized for their achiev~ments 
at the ceremony. 



IRCC students take top honors 
in state health occupations event 

Four fodian River Community ~olle~ 
students won top honors at a state eadership 
conference in Orlando for their Health Oc
cupations Students of America chapter. 

The national vocational organization pro
motes career opportunities in health care. 

First-place winners were: Robert Hall, 
dental spelling; Lenny Casiano, physical 
therapy; Jen Wysock, sports medicine;' and 
Kristonn Colborn, veterinary assisting. 

Second-place winners were: Jennifer 
Eastwood, physical therapy; and Stepha
nie Almeida, sports medicine. Elia Lexine 
placed third. 

Four IRCC students also placed second in 
a team event for creative problem-solving: 
Bonny Riddlehoover, Desiree Needle, Beth 
Hunt and Sara Schuman. 

The IRCC students are eligible to partici
pate June 18-21 in the organization's national 
leadership conference in Texas. 
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CATHERINE WHITAKER • Posted on YourHub.com 

New firefighters join the St Lucie County Fire District 
Graduation for 36 new St. Lucie County firefighters took place recently at Indian River 
Community College. The fire recruits completed seven weeks of orientation and are as
signed to stations throughout the county. 



Students finish 
carpentry studies _ 
BY MEGAN MACHIELA/REGAN 
COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 
Posted ·on YourHub.com 

Two students recently grad
uated from the Treasure Coast 
Builders Association/Indian 
River Community College 
Carpentry Framing Program. 

The course is a compre
hensive 1,200-hour curriculum 
that prepares high-quality, 
entry-level framing carpenters · 
for the construction industry. 

Students Erika Alvarez and 
Ivan Moreno each were 
awarded with program certifi
cates endorsed by TCBA and 
IRCC during a graduation cer
emony _at TCBA headquarters 
in Port St. Lucie. 

Family, friends, TCBA board 
members and IRCC faculty 
surrounded Alvarez and 
Moreno. David Van Cise, 
master instructor of the 
program, presented Alvarez 
and Moreno with the certifi
cates. 

"Treasure Coast Builders 
Association is proud to have 
developed this · program with 
Indian River Community 

Posted on YourHub.com 
Treasure Coast Builders Association sponsor the graduation 
ceremony of two students from the Treasure Coast Builders 
Association/Indian River Community College Carpentry Framing 
Program. Attending the ceremony, from left, are Jose Farinos, 

· dean of IRCC's Advanced Technology Department; Don Santos, 
past president of TCBA and president of.Santos Construction; 
graduates Ivan Moreno and Erika Alvarez; David Van Cise, 
master instructor; and Randy Berry, president of TCBA. 

College that helps people available to meet the demands 
secure a rewarding career in for construction services on 
the construction industry," the Treasure Coast." 
TCBA President Randy Berry For more information, visit 
said. · www.treasurecoastba.com. 

"This program is truly an in
vestment in the future of our 
industry that ensures 
high-quality workers will be 

This story has been edited for space. 
For the full story, log on to YourHub. 
com. 
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Samantha Lowe 
, Clark Advanced Learning Center 

Grade: 12 
Parents: Keith and Debi Lowe of Stuart 
Campus Hlgh_llghts: National Honor . • 

Society, 3.4 GPA, Bnght 
Futures Scholarship and 
created promo video for 
Clark's open house. One 
of 10 finalists in an art 
contest to win a $10,000 
scholarship to the Digital 
Media Arts College in 
Boca Raton. 

'We had four hours 
to draw a full art piece. 
Mine was a colored-pencil 

angel standing in a courtyard. Someone 
actually offered to buy it." . 

What I like ·most about school: "I love this 
place. The student bo?r is small. You get 
the same teachers so its. really personal
ized learning. Everyone m the school 
knows your name." . . . " , 

My favorite subject: Digital media. Ive 
loved art, like, forever, and our teacher, 
Lisa Mobley, is really down to earth and 
gives a lot of artistic advice." . 

Spare-time activities: Ear~s college credit 
as a Clark intern, draws, video games, 
writes short stories · . . 

When I graduate, I'd l!k~ to ~e: a graphic 
designer in the advertlsmg mdustry. 

I 

I 

I 
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YOUNG FLORIDIAN q;: 2..,.oi 
AWARD WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

The 2008 Young Floridian 
Award winners were an
nounced April 14, at an awards 
ceremony at Indian River 
Community College'~ McAlpin · 
Fine Arts Center. 

Crystal ~Bell, John Carroll 
Catholic High School, Athlet
ics 

Mauricio Bell'Albero, Fort 
Pierce Central, Computer 
Sciem;:e/Engineering & Archi
tecture 

· Jaime Elbert, Westwood, 
Science 

Peter "Jake" Elrod, Port St. 
Lucie High, Language Arts 

Kelsey Gordon, Lincoln 
Park Academy, Career & Tech-

nology 
James Keszkowsky, Fort 

Pierce Central, Mathematics 
· Christopher Mallon, St. . Lu
cie West Centennial, Academic 
Excellence 

Eddie Mauldin, John Carroll 
Catholic High, Journalism/ 
Communication 

Rebecca Nelson, Westwood,1 
Music 

Jessica Norori, St. Lucie · 
West Centennial, Art 

Josylou Nuesca, Port St. Lu
cie High, Human Services · 

Kaitlyn Schirard, Lincoln 
Park Academy, Drama 

Richard Smith, Port St. Lu
cie High, Social Studies 

Christopher Vizcarronda, 
Fort Pierce Central, For
eign-Language 

STUDENTS GRADUATE . 

FROM FRAMINJ;-!M,~~.l'-.9i 
Two students graduated 

from a builder-sponsored pro
gram that prepares entry-level I 
framing carpenters for the con
struction industry. 

Erika Alvarez and Ivan 
Moreno completed the Carpen-

1 

try Framing Program, a com- , 
prel?,ensive 1,200-hour curricu- 1 

Ium jointly sponsored by the I 
Treasure Coast Builders Asso- · 
ciation and Indian River Com
munity College. 

,;.,,J,CAlle ,ff-.:l.7-tfllf' 
During the graduation cere

•mony at TCBA's headquarters . 
in Port St. Lucie, Alvarez and 
'Moreno were surrounded by1 

family, friends, TCBA board, 
members anct' IRCC faculty as· 
they received program certifi-, 
cates. David Van Cise, master1 
instructor · of the program, 

1 presented the certificates. , 

Airman Kevin 
T. Hicks has grad
uated from basic 
military training 
at Lackland . Air 
Force Base, San 
Antonio. 

Hicks Hicks earned 
distinction as an 

honor graduate. 
He is the son of Betty Hicks 

of Port St. Lucie. 

Airman 1st Class Dustin 
Scott Jones has graduated 
from basic training at Lack
land Air Force Base, San Anto
nio. He is now at Sheppard Air 
Force Base, Wichita Falls, Tex
as, training in tactical aircraft 
maintenance. 

He is the son of Michael 
Jones and Susan Sawyer. 
Jones is a graduate of Martin 
County High School, Stuart 
and has an · A.A. from Indian 
Bive.r Cororounitl( CoUpgP 

The program, established in ' 
1991, enables students to learn I 
all aspects of framing through 
classroom instruction and 1 

hands-on work in new home I 
construction. S~den~s are as- '\ 
signed a full-trme mstructor 
provided by IRGC. 
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· ... April 5, 2008 

In appreciation for years of dedication to the cause • 
of preventing child abuse, members of the 28th 
annual Fort Pierce Exchange Club Chili Cookoff 
committee were invited to Donald Trump's 
Mar-A-Lago for an exquisite dining experience. 

LUMINARIES • WEEK OF APRIL 14, 2008 • 13 

CD Johnathan and Doris Ferguson · 
0 Diana Miskow and Chris.~zadovsky 
G) Bill and Diane Foley · 
@ Roberta and Bob Davis 

(3) Ch1ick aod I esa Kitzmiller 
@ Donna and.Bob Greene 

' 
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.&,zde o1· 'Red 
'R~ 

April 1, 2008 

Women, mostly dressed in red, gathered . 
for the inaugural Circle of Red wine 
reception held in the lobby of Riverside 
National Bank's St. Lucie West office. The 
reception included a cardiac patient 
testimonial then a program tease provided 
by stylist Susan Bigsby. Look for more 
from Susan at th.e May 13 Go Red for 
Women luncheon at the Pelican Yacht Club. 

CONTENTS PREPARED BY THE SPECIAL PUB~ICATION~ QEPMlTd'11tNT 
,- 7t: ;J,'1,Hf I f > L-- Ncr..--6 "{ I I 'i l Ob 

0 Go Red for Women 'committee memoers (seated) 'Pat Alley, 
Jsta.nding) Cindy Robbins, Beth Williams.Jape Row·1~. · 
Rita Stikelether, Cindy Mc8all and Diana Wesros@ _ 

@ Christine Knig~J with program speaker Su_san Brgsby · 
0) Committee chair Rita Stikelether'. · · 

' ©. Testimonial speaker Sydney Liebman 
(3) Kathleen and Christine Knight - • 
@ Jane Bachelor and Kathryn' Hensley .. 

,_..;.. _______ _ 
b 
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Tom and Lisa Haley were honored for long-time community 
volunteerism. 

PRODUCED BYTHE MARKETING DEPARTMENT OF THE PALM BEACH POST 

United Way 
of Martin 

County 2007-08 
Chairwoman Patt~ 
Winterburn passes 

the torch to the 
chairman 

for 2008-09; 
Miguel Coty. 

MON DAY, APRIL 21 , 2008 

From left: President's Award 
honorees Denny and Wendy 
Hudson, with United Way 
of Martin County Board of 
Directors President Nick 

2007-08 campaign chairwoman passes torch to 2008-09 leader 
UNITED WAY, from 10 

(VITA) recognition went 
to Roger Jesse and Debbie 
Connolly. · 

United Way operates 
VITA sites with volunteers 
who provide free tax 
preparation to low-income 
people. Roger Jesse is 
coordinator for the Hobe 
Sound site, and Debbie 
Connolly is coordinator in 
Stuart. 
· Character Counts! 

Champion was Toyota of 
Stuart. Character Counts! 

honored Toyota of Stuart 
for its financial support 
and commitment. 

Communications 
Champion was Bryan 
Garner, Treasure 
Coast bureau chief for 
NewsChannel 5. Garner 
recorded the voice-over for 
the United Way of Martin 
County local video to 
promote the campaign. 

The Agency Spirit 
Award went to 2-1-1 Palm 
Beach/Treasure Coast, 
a United Way-affiliated 
agency with access to 

more'than 4,000 programs 
to help connect people to 
the help they need. 

Tara Martin, 
community-relations 
specialist for Martin 
County, has assisted 
at United Way events, 
speaking engagements 
and agency fairs this year. 

Winterburn, 1illfull.l 
River Commun~e~e 
provostlor Martm coun y, 
passed the torch to Miguel 
Coty, vice president and 
chief marketing and 
communications officer at 

Martin Memorial Health 
Systems, for chairmanship 
of the campaign. Vice 
chairwoman will be 
Martin County Supervisor 
of Elections Vicki Davis. 

Sponsors included 
Bank of America, Florida 
Power & Light, Forest 
Hills Memorial Park 
Funeral Home and Pratt & 
Whitney. 

For information about 
United Way of Martin 
County, call (772) 283-4800 
or visit www.unitedway 
martincounty.org 

' . ' 
I 
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United Way honors campaign champions at annual event 
United Way of Martin County held its 

annual Champions of the Community 
event recently, spotlighting the volunteers, 
donors, companies and agencies that have 
helped to improve lives in Martin County. 

During the event, campaign 
Chairwoman Pa5, Winter~um said 
the United Way oMartin ounty was 
$50,000 short of its goal of $2.3 million. 
The Champions event marks a ceremonial 

· end to the campaign, but fundraising will 
continue through June 30. 

Here is a round-up of the campaign and 
corporate awards from the event 

The President's Award went to Denny 
and Wendy Hudson. The Hudsons are 
concluding their second year as co-chairs 
of the Alexis de Tocqueville Society, 
which recognizes the top United Way 
donors. The Hudsons established the 
Chairman's Challenge, pledging to match 
any increase in giving by Tocqueville 
members. 

The challenge yielded $44,000 in its 
first year - $22,000 in increases, plus the 
Hudsons' match. 

The Corporate Champion Award went 
to Publix Super Markets. Store employees 
along with donations from corporate 
headquarters combined to contribute 
almost $300,000 to the United Way of 
Ma_rtin County. 

The Campaign Champion Award went 
to Curtis Coulter, manager of the Publix 
store on Cove Road. Colter led a strong 

workplace campaign, increasing his store 
results by 15 percent 

The Community Challenge Cup went 
to Loblolly. Loblolly was the leading 
community donor to United Way of 
Martin County, raising $134,831 and 
having the highest per-capita giving of all 
communities, at $425 per household. 

The Resource Investment Champion 
Award went to Cheryl Bass, director of 
the Martin County Community Services 
Department. Each year, the Resource 
Investment Committee recruits and 
trains about 70 volunteers to serve on its 
citizen-review panels. Bass is a long-time 
member of the committee. 

Martin Volunteers Champions were 
Tom and Lisa Haley, and Palm Cove 
Women's Club. 

Martin Volunteers, the volunteer 
center for United Way of Martin County, 
honored the Haleys for devoting time 
and energy to volunteer projects over the 
years. 

Palm Cove Women's Club was honored 
for its support of the White Doves 
Holiday Project. The effort is led by Palm 
Cove Women's Club President Melissa 
Noyes; its charity director, Debbie 
Kelley; and its social director, Marilyn 
Haas. 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

Please see UNITED WAY, 12 

Debbie Connolly and Roger Jesse were honored for their role 
as site coordinators for the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
program. 

Cheryl Bass was honored 
· for her volunteer work on 

the Resource Investment 
Committee. 

For more information abou't the United Way of Martin County, 
please see page 16. 
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. Indian River. County 
' (Back) Graig Bowers, Ed Kawatske, (middle) Debra McFarland, 
. Abbi Vose, Gaby Remington, (front) Vinny McCann, Sherri Brown, 

Gary Brown, Barbara Rita, Dee Giannotti, AndrewMoiloy, Debra 
West and Craig Schlitt get ready for the 3lst Annual Youth 
Guidance Tropical Night set for May 17. 

•' 

Sarah Ruwe, executive director of the American Red Cross North 
'Treasure Coast Chapter, cradles the dollars donated in the kick 
off ofthe. Hero Campaign by Grand Bank & Trust in Vero Beach. 

Diane Btirda, owner of Prestige Travel in Vero Beach, and Dawn 
DeArr1stia~ district sales manager forCrystal Cruise line, give a 
presentation on "Careers in the Travel Industry'' to foster girls 
living' at the Children's Home Socie~ Girls' Group Home. . 

· Scott Wallace, Mark Ashdo'f\111, Jeff Smith, Bob Weems, all from 
the Exchange Club of Indian River, and Daniel Fourmont from 
Indian River National Bank help move furniture to the Childcare 
Resources' new·ly remodele~ Family Resource Cente,:The ' 
furniture was donated by Indian River .National Bank-RBC. 

Liberty Magnet Elementary School teacher Beel~ Anderson with 
students Nicole Smith and Cassie Nicolace at a raffle table to · 

· raise money for "Save the Chimps" in Fort Pierce. 

@ :As a major donor to IRCC. Seacqast National Bank has-
underwritten a computer lab at the Myeller Campus in Vero 
Beach. Pictured are David Sullivan, Provost-at IRCC's Vero 
Beach campus, Jay Hart, president of Seacoast National Bank, 
Dr. Edwin Massey, president of IRCC, and Ann Decker of.the 
IRCCFoundation. 

7 
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Distinctive women 
56 to be honored Tuesday by Soroptimist International of Stuart for stepping forward 

BY AIMEE FORD FOSTER 
Correspondent 

STUART - Name a cause in Martin 
County; and chances are at least one 
woman nominated this year as one of 
the Women of Distinction has stepped 
forward to help. 

The 56 women who will be honored 
at Tuesday's 17th annual Women of 
Distinction gala, the principal fund
raising event for Soroptimist Interna
tional of Stuart, do far more than step 
forward when called upon. 

They are dedicated · to providing 
service that improves life, and lives, in 
Martin County. There is little limit to 
where each decides to concentrate her 

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL 

Michelle 
Berger 

Renee 
Doss 

Stacy 
Ranieri 

Tara 
Biek 

Elysse 
Elder 

Terry 
Rieger 

Not pictured: Trichia Sheekey 

Dr.JulieK. 
Bjornson 

Maria 
Lindberg 

Virginia 
Sherlock 

RISING STARS (AGES 17-21) 

Claire 
Baecher 

Mary Beth 
Brown 

Zandria 
Bryant 

efforts. 
"It's just amazing, the number of 

things they've contributed in so many 
different ways to so many different or
ganizations in the community," said 
Donna Linton, president of the Stuart 
Soroptimist group. 

"This year I edited Rising Stars, the 
young girls who are (ages) 17-21. It was 
just overwhelming the number of 
things these young girls had done. It 
made me feel so good. It kind of makes 
your heart soar to know there are so 
many outstanding young people right 
in our community that we can look to 
be leaders," she added. 

From creating a realty group that 

Maryellen 
Castellano 

Kelly Bond 
Pelletier 

Maria 
Wells 

VOLUNTEER 

Patricia Debra 
Brim low Duvall 

Robin Hicks- Pam 
Connors Hough 

Linda 
Probst 

specializes in meeting the needs of sen
iors to creating and donating jewelry 
for special events, the list of their ef
forts is lengthy. 

It includes donating time or money 
to numerous nonprofit organizations, 
chairingfundraising events, providing 
pro bona legal work, guiding a nation
ally recognized school, registering vot -
ers, delivering Meals on Wheels, sup
porting cancer awareness programs, 
participating in food drives and serv
ing on medical missions. 

"These are absolutely the' creme de 
la creme of women, making a differ
ence in this community; for this com
munity;" said Tanya Spain, who is co-

chair of the 2008 Women of Distinction 
committee. "These are women who are 
shaping this community." 

The women are nominated in four 
categories: Business/Professional, 
Civic/Professional, Volunteer and 
Rising Star. During the gala, at the 
Harbour Ridge Yacht and Country 
Club, one in each category will be sin
gled out for her contributions. 

Some are members 6f the Soropti
mists, but that's not one of the nomi
nating criteria. 

''A lot of it has to do with service," 
Linton said. "That's what the Soropti
mists is all about. These women do a lot 
of that; they give of themselves." 

CIVIC/PROFESSIONAL 

Tracy Bond Sherry 
Ferguson Guffin 

· ' 

Mary Terri 
Osteeh Pettengill 

Noel Victoria 
Trachtenberg Yardley 

Kherri 
Anderson 

Jennifer 
Ferrari 

Debra 
Banta 

Rhonda 
Irons 

Debbie Diamond 
Lewandowski Litty 

Jade 
Cheramie 

Martha 
Lasseter 

Jacki 
Nardone 

Not pictured: Carol DeRoy and Tammy Calabria 

Michelle 
Burroughs 

Taylor 
Gilmour 

Bridgette 
Hyde 

Blanca Nancy 
Kahlenberg Maloch 

Marybeth 
Pena 

Ebonie 
Reid 

Patricia 
Weber 

Susan 
Valliere 

✓ 

Brooke 
McDowell 

Samatha 
Neild 

Lindsey 
Reymore 

Melissa 
Roos 

Chelseil 
Schaffer 

Khushali 
Shah 

Brittany 
Weir Not.pictured: Kristal Eckhardt 
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Indian River County 
Barbara Leigh of Leigh Jewelers and Diane Burda of Prestige 
Travel are members of the Children's Home Society's Indian 
River board of directors, meeting in March on the porch of the 
Quail Valley River Club. 

@ . Jay Hart, president of Seacoast National Bank- Indian River 
County, presents Michael Kint, executive director of l:lnited Way 
of Indian River County, with the final installment of Seacoast's 
capital campaign pledge. Seacoast was also recently . 
recognized by United Way with the Torchbearer Award- ranking 
within the top 10 contributing companies to the Annual• 
Campaign.' ,., 

Gary Sitze of Beef O'Brady's, Anne DeVanney; Robert Votaw, 
Georgia Irish, Andy Lawrenc;e of Mar.ine Bank, Spence Porteous 
of Everything Outdoors and Marty Paris, chair of the 2008 · 
Hibiscus. Festival Communify Street Party, make final plans for 
the April 19 event in downtown Vero Beach. 

Mary Jayne Kelly of the Cultural Council of Indian River, Neda 
Heeter of Junior League of Indian River, Inc. and Laura Kelley of 
IRCC'.s Lifelongleaming Institute after Laura's presentation to 

attendees of the monthlyBrown Bag Lunch program offereq by 
Junior League. · 

Gemma Hubbell, chair of the Indian River Medical Center's 
cancer center, accepts the gift of a new warming cabinet from 
Jack Hurd, PanrWatson and Jeanne Warren. Through 

, fundraising efforts, the Auxiliary purchased the cabinettha~ 
will heat towels, blankets and gowns: 

7 

L 



_J 

7 

_J 

CONTENTS PREPARED BY THE SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT -r;,. ;bu11e LUMINARIES • WEEK OF APRIL 14, 2008 • 3 

-'Soroptimist International of Stuart 

·Divas of divine distinction 
More than 250 people, came together April 8 at 

Harbour Ridge.Yacht & Country Club to appreciate 
the. important roles played by Soroptimist Interna7 

tional of . Stuart's 56 Women. pf Distinction nornj.
nees and tq celebrate, the four winners :of what has 
become the area's rriost prest~ous award. . 

Martin County who have made outstanding contri
butions to the community in one of four estab
lished categories: Business Professional, Civic Pro
fessional, Community Volunteer and Rising Star. 

Sor6ptimist International of Stuart is a volunteer 
organization for women . who are interested in im
proving the · quality of life for other women and 

girls throughout the world. Soroptintist's ongoing 
projects include support ·or Save OursHves/Save 
Our Sisters, · Soroptimist Training and Education 
Program for Scholarships, international relations.
Women's Opportunity Award, Violet Richardson 
Award, Making a Difference Award and the annual 
Stuart Christ;mas Parade. , The 17th annual event recognized women in 

BUSINESS PROFESSIONAL CIVIC PROFESSIONAL 
TaraBiek 
Owner, Tara Biek Creative 

A natural innovator, it was Tara 
Biek's idea to hold the first-ever 
progressive dinner, called Dining 

by Design, involving restaurants and 
businesses in downtown Stuart to ben
efit the Children's Home Society. A 
huge success, the event raised $6,000. 

Acting as the marketing and PR di
rector for the Stuart Downtown Busi
ness Association, Tara helps raise 
awareness of the beautiful downtown 
area. She has been active on behalf of 

. the Martin Memorial Foundation, the 
Stuart/Martin County Chamber's 
Young Professionals, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters and many other groups. · 

In addition to receiving 18 Addy 
awards from the Treasure Coast Ad
vertising Federation, Tara has also 
been recognized for her many 
pro-bono efforts on behalf of the non
profit agencies she holds .dear to her 
heart. - Nominated by Millie Wood, 
Development and PR Consultant 

Patricia Winterburn 
Provost, Martin County, IRCC · 

A s Provost of Indian River Com
m unity College m Marfm 
County for the past five years, 

' Patricia Winterburn has helped to 
gro.w the services and .programs· of
fered by IRCC from a facility of two 
buildings, to a full service college cam
pus serving more than 6,500 Martin 
County residents each year. 

Another major team accomplish
ment has been the establishment of 
the Clark Advanced L~arning Center, 
a charter high school, in partnership 
with the Martin County School Dis
trict and the business community. 

A board member of United Way for 
many years, Patricia currently chairs 
the 2008/2009 fundraising campaign. 
She is a member of the Martin County 
Business Development Board, MC 
Economic Council, Clark Advanced 
Learning Center Management Board, 
several area Chambers of Commerce 
and LEADERship Martin County. -
Nominated by Mary Locke PhD, Vice 
President Instructional Services IRCC 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER· 
Debra Duvall 
Owner, Grand Island Athletic Club 

D ebra Duvall has been instrumen
tal in raising invaluable funding 
for Martin Memorial Hospital, 

the American Cancer Society, the Elli
ott Museum and other organizations, 
through her work as chair and com
mittee member. 

Debra has been an active member 
of the Realtor Association .of Martin 
County since 1981 and consistently a 
"Top Producer." While running a suc
cessful business, she has been heavily 
invo!ved in volunteering and giving 
back to the community she loves, 
launching the first Cattle Baron's Ball, 
which provides opportunities for chil
dren with cancer to attend summer 
camp. She was a founding member of 
Junior Achievement of Martin 
County. Recent awards and tributes 
include Realtor Association of Martin 
County's Community Service Award, 
Realtor of the Year · and American 
Cancer Society's Volunteer of the 
Year. - Nomirmted by the Realtors As
sociation of Martin County 

RISING STAR 
Zandria Bryant 
Student, Jensen Beach High School 

Z andria Bryant has maintained a 
high grade point average at Jen
sen Beach High School and plans 

to attend the University of Central 
Florida, majoring in speech language 
pathology. She has been involved in 
the scho::>l band program, has volun
teered for Martin Memorial Hospital 
and J.D. Parker Elementary School, is 
the school district youth volunteer of 
the year, the Pathfinder nominee in 
Community Involvement, and the Joe 
Kordick Youth Character Award 
nominee. 

Rather than volunteering with al
ready recognized programs, Zandria 
started her own tutoring project. Her 
goal in implementing the tutoring 
service was to improve areas-of weak
ness in younger students in math and 
reading comprehension. 

Zandria became· a certified therapy 
dog-handler and now visits nursing 
homes and is involved in the Paws to 
Read program. She has donated more 
than 365 hours of community service. 
- Nominated by Ginger Featherstone 
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BUSINESS PROFESSIONAL GIVIG PROFESSIONAL 
TaraBiek 
Owner, Tara Biek Creative 

A natural innovator, it was Tara 
Biek's idea to hold the first-ever 
progressive dinner, called Dining 

by Design, . involving restaurants and 
businesses in downtown Stuart to ben
efit the Children's Home Society. A 
huge success, the event raised $6,000. 

Acting as the marketing and PR di
rector for the Stuart ·Downtown Busi
ness Association, Tara helps raise 
awareness of the beautiful downtown 
area. She has been active on behalf of 
the Martin Memorial Foundation, the 
Stuart/Martin County Chamber's 
Young Professionals, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters and many other groups. 

In addition to receiving 18 Addy 
awards from the Treasure Coast Ad
vertising Federation, Tara has also 
been recognized for her many 
pro-bono efforts on behalf of the non
profit agencies she holds dear to her 
heart. - Nominated by Millie· Wood, 
Development and PR Consultant 

Patricia WinterlYurn 
Provost, Martin County, IRCC 

A s Provost of Indian River Com
. munity College m Martin 
County for the past five years, 

Patricia Winterburn has helped to 
grow the services and programs Df
fered by IRCC from a facility of two 
buildings, to a full service college cam
pus serving more than 6,500 Martin 
County residents each year. 

Another major team accomplish
ment has been the establishment of 
the Clark Advanced Learning Center, 
a charter high school, in partnership 
with the Martin County School Dis
trict and the business community. 

A board member of United Way for 
many years, Patricia currently chairs 
the 2008/2009 fundraising campaign. 
She is a member of the Martin County 
Business Development Board, MC 
Economic Council, Clark Advanced 
Learning Center Management Board, 
several area Chambers of Commerce 
and LEADERship Martin County. -
Nominated by Mary Locke PhD, Vice . 
President Instructional Services IRCC 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER 
Debra Duva.ll 
Owner, Grand Island Athletic Club 

D ebra Duvall has been instrumen
tal in raising invaluable funding 
for Martin Memorial Hospital, 

the American Cancer Society, the Elli
ott Museum and other organizations, . 
through her work as chair and com
mittee member. 

Debra has been an active member 
of the Realtor Association of Martin 
County since 1981 and consistently a 
"Top Producer." While running a suc
cessful business, she has been heavily 
involved in volunteering and giving 
back to the . community she loves, 
laID1ching the first Cattle Baron's Ball, 
which provides opportunities for chil
dren with cancer to attend summer 
camp. She was a founding member of 
Junior Achievement of Martin 
County. Recent awards and tributes 
include Realtor Association of Martin 
County's Community Service Award, 
Realtor . of the Year and American 
Cancer Society's Volunteer of the 
Year. -Nominated by the Realtors As
sociation of Martin County 

_J 

RISING STAR 
Zandria Bryant -
Student, Jensen Beach High School 

Z andria Bryant has maintained a 
high grade point average at Jen
sen -Beach High School and plans 

to attend the University of Central 
Fl0rida, majoring in speech language 
pathology. She has been involved in 
the scho~l band program, has volun
teered for Martin Memorial Hospital 
and J .D. Parker Elementary School, is 
the school district youth volunteer of 
the year, the Pathfinder nominee in 
Community Involvement, and the Joe 
Kordick Youth Character Award 
nominee. 

Rather than volunteering with al
ready recognized programs, Zandria 
started her own tutoring project. Her 
goal in implementing the tutoring 
service was to improve areas of weak- ·· 
ness in younger students in math and 
reading comprehension. 

Zandria became a certified therapy · 
dog-handler · and now visits nursing 
homes and is involved in the Paws to 
Read program. She has donated more 
than 365 hours of community service. 
- Nominated by Ginger Featherstone 
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lndianRiYer County 
(Back) Graig Bowers, Ed Kawatske; (middle) Debra McFarlanq,0 

Abbi Vose, Gaby Remington, (front) Vinny Mc~ann, Sherri Brown, 
Gary Brown, Barbara 8ita, Dee Giannotti, Andrew Molloy, Debra 
Westand Craig Schlitt get ready for the 31st Annual Youth 
Guidance Tropical Night set fofMay 17. 

' . 
Sarah Ruwe, executive director of the American Red Cross North 
Treasure Coast Chapte_r, cradles the dollars donated in the kicli, . 
off of the Hero Campaign·by--Gra~d B.ank & Trust in Vero Beach .. 

Di~ne Burda, owne~ of Prestige Travel in Vero Beach, and Dawn 
DeArristia; district sales manag-er for Crystal Cruise Line, give a 
presentation on "Careers in.the Travel Industry" to foster girls 
living at the Children's Home Soci~ty Girls' Group Hom.e. 

_-;. ~ ;, 

Scott Wallace, Mark.Ashdown, Jeff Smith, Bob Weems, all from · 
the Exchange Club of Indian River, and Daniel Fourmont from · 
Indian River National Bank ·help mov~ fum~ure·to the Childcare 
Resources' newly remodeled.Family Resource Center. The 
furniture was donated by Indian River National Bank-RBC. 

Liberty Magnet Elementary School teacher Becky Anderson with 
·, students Nicole Smith and Cassie 'Nicolace at a raffle table to 

rai_se money for "Save the Chimps" in Fort Pierce. · 

@ f>s a major donor to IRCC, Seacoast Natiqnal Bank has 
- underwritten a computer lab at the Mueller Campus in Vero ~ 

Beach. Pictured are David Sullivan, Provost at IRCC's Vero _ , 
Beach campus, Jay Hart, president of Seacoast National Bank, 
Dr. Edwin Massey, president of IRCC, and Ann Decker.of the. 
IRCC Foundation. 
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· . Indian River County . 
(D (Back) Graig Bowers, Ed Kawatske, (middle) Debra McFarland, 

Abbi Vose, G~by Remington, (front) Vin~y Mccann, Sherri Brown, . 
Gary Brown, Barbara' Rita, Dee Giannotti, Andrew Molloy, Debra 
West an_d Craig Schlitt get ready for the 31st Annual Youth 

· Guidance Tropical Nighf set for May 17: • 

. . 
@ Sarah Ruwe, executive director of the American Red Cross North 

Treasure Coast Chapter, cradles the gollars donated in the kick 
off of the Hero Campaign by Grand Bank & Trust in Vero Beach. 

Diane Burda, owner, of Prestige-Travel in Vero Beai:h,.and Dawn 
DeArristia, district sales manager for Crystal-Cruise Line, give a ~ 
Qresentation on "Careers in the Travel Industry" to foster girls 
living at the Children's Home Society-Girls'. Group Home ... 

Scott Wallace, Mark Ashdown, Jeff Smith, Bob Weems, all from 
the Exchange,Clul:) of Indian River, an'd Daniel. Fourmont from 
Indian River National B'ank help move fumitureto the Childcare 
Resources' newly remodeled Family Resource Center. The 
furniture was donated by Indian River National Bank-RBC. . 

. " ' . 

Liberty Magnet Elementary School teacher Becky Anderson with 
· . students Nicole Smith anct Cassie Nicolace at a raffle tabie to 

raise money for "Save the Chimps" in Fort Pierce. 

® . As a major donor to~ Seacoast National Bank has 
underwritten a computer lab atthe Mueller Campus in Vero 
Beach. fictured are David Sullivan. Provost at IRCC's Vero 

· . Beach campus, Jay Hart, president of Seacoast National Bank, 
Dr. Edwin Massey, president of IRCC, and Ann Decker of tbe 
IRCC Foundation, •. 
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·Womeno:t 
Distinction 
honored 
BY ZACH SMITH 
zachary.smith@scripps.com 

MARTIN COUNTY - Four Martin 
County women had a moment in 
the spotlight Tuesday night as So
roptomist International of Stuart 
hosted its 17th annual Women of 
Distinction gala. 

The event recognizes women 
who have gone above and beyond 
in their contributions to the local 

Blek 

United Way ;" :,.1-. 1/ews J 
,;. ;J,,,. 11e. ,Y-~-of 

community in th~ 
categories of 
Business / 
Professional, Civic/ 
Professional and Vol
unteer. A fourth cate
gory, Rising Star, 
honors a young wom
an between ages 17 
and 21 who is known 
for outstanding effort Patty Winterburn, chair of United Way of 

~e c~=~;~t or Mart~ Counh~ foMr_2007
1
-08C ,tywitht th2008-09 . I 

"Has this been an campaign c air IgUe o a e 

Bryant · Champions of the Community event. 

I 
exciting night or 
what? The energy in 
this room is just phe
nomenal,•~ said Ann 
Young, who emceed 
the event. . \ United Way 

An audience of 

Duvall 
more than 250 people 
paid tribute to 56 
candidates. The win
ners in each category 
were: 

• Business / . 
Professional: Tara 
Biek, owner of the 
design firm Tara 
Biek Creative, has 

earned an exceptional reputation 
in her business. She is marketing 
and public relations director of the 
Downtown Business Association. 
Biek organized Dining by Design, a 
dinner involving restaurants and 
businesses in downtown Stuart 
that raised $6,000 for the Children's 
Home Society. Patty Wjnterburn chair of United Way of 

Martin County for 2007-08, with 2008°09 

campaign chair Miguel Coty at the 

Champions of the Community event. 

• Civic/Professional: Patty Win
terburn. provost of Indian River 
Community College. has dedicated 
herself to · education in Martin 
County for more than 20 years.· 

· Winterburn was coordinator of 
, IRCC's Quad-County Tech Prep 

Consortium, an in-depth program 
that helps transition high school · 
students into college. 1 

• • Volunteer: Debra Duvall, a 
founding rriember of Junior 
Achievement in Martin County, 
helped organize the premier Cattle 
Baron's Ball to help children with 
cancer attend summer camp. She 
was the American c ·ancer Society's 
Volunteer of the Year and was also 
awarded the Realtor Association of 
Martin County's Community Serv-
ice Award. · 

• rRising Star: Zandria Bryant 
started a tutoring program to im
prove the reading and math skills 
of younger students. She visits 
nursing homes !¼S a therapy dog 
handler and has volunteered for 
Martin Memorial Hospital and J.D. 
Parker School of Science, Math 
and Technology. Bryant plans to · 
major in speech pathology at the 
University of Central Florida. 

The event, held at Harbour 
Ridge Yacht and Country Club, al
so raised $20,000 from a live auc
tion and raffle. 
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Winterbum named . 
Woman of Distinction 
by Soroptomists 
BY JEAN PATTON/IRCC 
Posted on YourHub.com 11-'JtJ-tJff 

Patty - Wlnterbum, · Indian River 
Communi~ College provost tor 
Martmounty, was recently 
awarded the Woman ()f Distinction i 

-Award in the Civic/Professional 
category by Soroptomist Interna- _ 
tional of Stuart. -

The aw~ recognizes a woman 
who has gone above and beyond in 

contributions to the I 
local community in 
civic or professional 
endeavors . . 

A long-time Stuart 1 

resident, Winterburn 
has dedicated herself · 
to education in Martin • 

wtnterbum County for more than 
20 years. Active in 

community service, she currently 
serves as chairwoman for the 
United Way of Martin County 
Annual Campaign. 

Winterbum is responsible for ad
ministering an mcc · educational 
programs in Martin County, in
cluding academic courses, career 
training, adult education and the 
Clark Advanced Leaming Center 
charter high schooL 

Winterburn. joined IRCC in 1991 
as the tech prep coordinator for the 
tour-county area, and under her 
leadership the program was recog
nized nationally by the U.S. De
partment of Education and 
American Association of Com
munity Colleges for excellence. She 
was appointed IRCC's Martin ' 
County Provost in 1996 and has 
overseen significant growth of the , 
Chastain Campus on Salerno Road. 

Winterburn was presented with 
the Woman of Distinction award at 
the 17th annual Women of Dis
tinction gala at the Harbour Ridge 
Yacht and Country Club April 8. 

Post your milestones 
on YourHub.c m 

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF STUART 
PRESENTS 7H 1P'-#f", 

2008 WOMEN OF DISTTNr' 'Ii A~ S~Pi' ,r.,;#m ,. ~11v-

/5/.. I 
1!~..5 

The Chamber congratulates these remarkable women on their awards: Tara 
Biek, tara biek creative, Busin~~s/Professional; PattyWinterbum. JRCC. 
Civic/Professional; Zandria Bryant, Jensen Beach High School, Rising Star; 
Debra Duvall, Premier Realty Group, Volunteer. Each of them is a member 
of the Chamber and LEADERship alumnus. We thank each of them for 
their professional and civic committment to Martin County! 
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·""omen o 
Distinction 
-honored 
BY ZACH SMITH 
zachary.smith@scripps.com 

MARTIN COUNTY - Four Martin 
County women had a moment in 
the spotlight Tuesday night as So
roptomist International of · Stuart 
hosted its 17th annual Women of 
Distinction gala. . 

The event recognizes women 
who have gpne above and beyond 1 

in their contributions to the local 

Blek 

Bryant 

Duvall 

community in the 
categories of 
Business / 
Professional, ' Civic/ 
Professional and Vol
unteer. A fourth ·cate- ' 
gory, Rising Star, 
honors a young wom
an . between ages 17 
and 21 who is known 
for outstanding effort 
in employment or 
the~ community 

"Has this been an 
exciting night or 
what? The energy in 
this room is just phe
nomenal," said Ann 
Young, who emceed 
the event. 

An aµdience of 
more than 250 people 
paid tribute to 56 / 
candidates. The win- .

1

, 

ners in each category 
were: · 

• Business / 
Professional: Tara 
Biek, owner of the 

Wlnterbum design firm Tara 
Biek Creative, has 

earned an exceptional reputation 
in her business: She is marketing 
and public relations director of the 
Downtown Business Association. 
Biek organized Dining by Design, a 
dinner involving restaurants and 
businesses in downtown Stuart 
that raised $6,000 for the Children's 
Home Society. 

• Civic/ Professional: Patty Win
terburn, provost · of Indian River 
Community College, has dedicated' 
'herself to educatfon in Martin 
County for more than 20 years. 
Winterburn ,was coordinator of 
IRCC's Quad-County Tech Prep 
Consortium, an in-depth program 
that helps transition high school 
students into college. 

• Volunteer: Debra Duvall, a 
founding member of Junior 
Achievement in Martin County, 
helped org'anize the premier Cattle 
Baron's Ball to help children· with 
cancer attend summer camp She 
was the American Cancer Society's 
Volunteer of the Year and was also 
awarded the Realtor Association of 
Martin County's Commurtity Serv-
ice Award. · · 

• Rising · Star: Zandria Bryant 
· started a tutoring program to im
prove the readin:g and math skills 
of younger students. She visits 
nursing homes as a therapy dog 
handler and has volunteered for 
Martin Memorial Hospital and J.D. 
Parker School of Science, Math 

· and Technology. Bryant plans to 
major i:i:l speech pathology at the 
University of Central Florida. 

The event, held at Harbour 
Ridge Yacht and Country Club, al
so raised $20,000 from a live auc
tion and raflle. 

CLARK ADVANCED~ 
LEARNING CENTER q.zt>.l)f 

April 23rd is 12:30 Early Release for 
CAL9 classes. Students must attend 
IRCC classes with their own transporta
tion. 

Congratulations to our Chastain Cam
pus Provost, Patty Wlnterbum, for 

achieving Soroptimist Women of Distinc
tion Award for Civic and Professional ac
complishments. 

Parent/Teach er Report Card Confer
ences were held April 18th. If you wish to 
discuss your child's grades, please con
tact our guidance counselor, Mrs. Kan
defer. 

Order your yearbook for $67.50. See 
Mrs. Hutcheson. 

Junior Parent meeting is April 30 at 6 
p.m: We will distribute college readiness 
information for students and parents to 
prepare for senior year responsibilities. 

Returning students: See Mrs. Kandefer 
to take the CPT before registering for 
summer classes and scheduling fall 
classes. 

Seniors: Remember Grad Bash on 
April 25. MANDATORY meeting for ALL 
attendees is April 21 at 2:35 in the Knowl
edge Room. Order caps and gowns for 
graduation by April 28. 



United Way honorees I 
The United Way of Martin 

County held its annual 
Champions of the Commu- 1 
nity event last month and i , 
Pa!!)'. Wlnterburn, campaign 1 

chairwoman, announced tha1 
the United Way of Martin . 
Cqunty was $50,000 short of · 

. - its goal of $2.3 million but/· ~ 
that fund-raising will con
tinue until June 30. 

Winners of key awards 
were Denny and Wendy Hud- ~ 
son, President's award. The ~ 
Hudsons are co-chairs of • 
the phil~nthrop~c Alexis d~ ~ 
Tocqueville Society; Publix t» I 
Super Markets, Corporate 
Champion award. Publix 
employees and corporation 
contributed $299,976 to the 
United Way of Martin Coun
ty; C~rtls Coulter, manager of 
Pubhx on Cove Road. Curtis 
led a workplace campaign 
increasing his store's resuits 
by 15 percent; Community ' ' 
Challenge Cup: Loblolly Bay 
was the leadini community 
donor, raising Sl34,831 aver
aging $425 per household. 

Cheryl Bass, director of the 
Martin County Community 
Services Department, was 
the Resource Investment 
Champion. Bass recruits 
and trains 70 volunteers to 
review applications visit 
agencies and make'tunding 
recommendations for United 
Way. Tom and Lisa Haley were 
Martin Volunteers Champi
ons for heading the White 
Doves Holiday Project for 
the past three years as well 
as sponsoring the White 
Doves grand opening. The 
members of the Palm Cove 
Women's Club were also 
Martin Volunteers Champi
ons by adopting the White 
Doves Holiday Project as a 
designat~d chari!Y:. _ 

Roger Jesse anct Deb-
. ,.ble Connolly won the VITA 
' -Volunteer recognitionraward 
for oj'lerating, tp,e United 
Way's Volunteer·lncome Tax 
Assistance sites, with help 
and training from the IRS. 
John Pierson's Toyota of Stuart 
won the Character Counts 
Champions award for its 
financial support. It is also a 
sponsor of the "Tee It Up for 
Character" charity golf tour
nament and the Joe Kordick 
Youth Character Awards. 
Bryan Garner of WPTV-Chan
nel 5 won the Communica
tions Champion award for 
recording the voice-overs for 
the United Way's local video 
and being the emcee of the 
awards event for five years. 

For more information 
about United Way of Martin 
County, call (772) 283-4800. 

I 

I 
I 



United-Way honors campaign, 
community champions 
BY DIANE TOMASIK 
Posted on JourHub.com 

United Way of Martin County sponsored its 
annual Champions of the Community event 
Marct11 27, spotlighting tlie volunteers, donors, 
companies and agencies that have made an 
impact on improving lives in Martin County. 

During the event, campaign chairwoman 
Patty Winterburn announced that the United 
Way of Martin County was $.50,000 short of its 
campaign goal of $2.3 million. The Champions 
event. marks a ceremonial end to the campaign, 
but fund-raising continues through the en_d of 
the fiscal year, June 30. The needs in the com
munity are great, and Winterburn encouraged 
everyone to push forward to achieve the goal. 

AWARD WINNERS 
THE PRESIDENT'S AWARD: Denny and Wendy 
Hudson 

CORPORATE CHAMPION AWARD: Publix Super 
Markets · · 

CAMPAIGN CHAMPION AWARD: Curtis Coulter, 
manager _of the Publix store 241 on Cove Road 

COMMUNITY CHALLENGE CUP: Loblolly 
RESOURCE INVESTMENT CHAMPION: Cheryl 

Bass, director of the Martin County Community 
Services Department __ 
. MARTIN VOLUNTEERS CHAMPIONS: Tom and 

Lisa Haley 

MARTIN VOLUNTEERS CHAMPIONS: Palm Cove 
Women's Club 

VITA VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION: Roger Jesse 
and Debbie Connolly 

CHARACTER COUNTS! CHAMPIONS: John 
Pierson's Toyota of Stuart 

COMMUNICATIONS CHAMPION: Bryan Garner, 
Treasure Coast bureau chief for NewsChannel 5 

AGENCY SPIRIT AWARD: 2-1-1 
The United Way of Martin County campaign 

chairwoman for the past year has been Win
terburn, the Indian River Community College 
provost for Martin County. At the end of the 
Champions Awards presentations, Winterburn 
passed the torch to next year's chairman, 
Miguel Coty, vice president and chief marketing 
and communications officer at Martin Me
morial Health · Systems. The vice-chairwoman 
will be Vicki Davis, Supervisor of Elections. 

Sponsors of the event included Bank of 
America, Florida Power .& Light, Forest Hills 
Memorial Park Funeral Home and Pratt & 
Whitney. 

For more information about United Way of 
Martin County, call (772) 283-4800 or visit 
www.unitedwaymartincounty.org. 

This story has been edited for space. For the full story, log 
on to YourHub.com. 
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JUDY SWAN/SWAN PHOTOGRAPHY• Posted qn YourHub,corn 
United Way of Martin County 2007-08 chairwoman Patty 
Winterburn passes the torch to the chairman for 2008-09, 
Miguel Coty. 



What's next 
for Nat City? I 
/!Ju. S, i'iuf'tl/A,/ IJ./f',- 118'_,J 

BY HUGO H. OTTOLENGHI -~ '~ 
hugo.ottolenghi@scripps.com 

· The integration of two 
Treasure Coast institutions 
into National City Bank is 
now a year old. Southern 
market president Jay Shea
rouse and northern market 
president Hal Roberts 
talked about where the barik 
stands and the market chal
lenges aheaq.. 

Q. What has transpired 
over the last year? 

Roberts. We're past the 
bumps of conversion. We've 1 

got new products in place 
and we've learned how to 
use them. And now we're go
ing to take advantage of the 
growth that Florida is natu
rally going to have. As Jay 
says, the war chest is bigger 
because we can take care of 
larger customers. We can 
compete at the community 
bank level as well as the ma
jor bank level. 

Q. What size can you now 
serve and are prospects new 
to the region? 

Shearouse. Up to $2 bil
lion in revenue in our large 
corporate group and in the 

. middle-market group, $10 
million to $250 million. 

Roberts. The large corpo
rate opportunities are in 
Palm Beach and Broward 
counties. They are also in · 
Brevard, Volusia and 

See Q&A, page 29 
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Orange counties, where we are focus
ing our efforts. 

Q. Will National City become more of 
a commercial institution, especially in 
terms of lending? 

Shearouse. You have to integrate the 
commercial and retail banks. 

Roberts. With more tha_n_ 100 
branches with the two groups (Harbor 
Federal Savings Bank and Fidelity Fed
eral Bank & Trust) together, we have a 
commitment to the retail side. We have 
more small business officers than com
mercial business officers. That repr~ 

· sents a commitment to that retail busi
ness. But we have a new focus for 
growth and that focus is commercial. 
As Jay said, they go hand in hand. 

Q. What's the state of the market with 
the housing slump rippling through 
other industry sectors? 

Shearouse. I'm a third-generation 
-Floridian and I've seen a lot of cycles. 
There are opportunities in every cycle. 
We have to look for and anticipate 
these changes to be successful. If there 
are not a lot of opportunities in real es
tate, you shift where there are opportu
nities. We have identified 2,000 pros
pects on the corporate banking side. 

TREASURE COAST BUSINESS JOURNAL 

There are middle-market · and small 
business opportunities. Some related to 
housing are struggling, so you look for 
others. 

Q. How would you size up the hous
ing market? 

Roberts. The speculators are gone. 
The flippers are gone. We're down to 

people who seriously want 
to buy a home and have a 
use for that home - a, 
place to live. Financing is 
available. However, we're 
back to the old underwrit
ing standards of years ago 

Roberts - people with a real 
downpayment, real in

come, real credit scores - who can af
ford to make ·payments on a home. 
We've also seen those fly-by-night mort
gage lenders go. The inarket is improv
ing because people see opportunities. 

Q. Are bankers the real estate bro
kers' new friend? 

Roberts. Tp.ey are. If you read the 
· foreclosures, you don't see many local 
lenders, though. The majority are 
banks from all over the world. 

Q. Going forward, are we seeing the 
beginning of the bottom of the housing 
downcycle? 

Roberts. It's intuitive, not studied, 
but I do feel that. Maybe it was yester

. day, maybe it's tomorrow. But when it's 

over we'll know. The number of home 
applications is up month over month in 
both regions. 

Shearouse. The ratio of home loan 
refinancings to purchases was encour- · 
p.ging from the previous month. When 
you have a drop in interest rates, you 
usually get-an increase in refis. 

There are not only people looking to 
live in homes, but investors are too. 
Once some positive indicators get vocal, 
these people that are ready to pull the 
trigger will do so and accelerate the re
covery process. 

Q. National City spent the first year 
-getting people accustomed to the new 
bank name. What's the marketing plan 
for the next year? 

Shearouse. We just came out a new 
·advertising slogan, "It's not just bank
ing, it's National City." We focus pri
marily on the retail bank and we have 
clear processes for the commercial side. 
The advertising drives people to the 
bank. . 

Roberts. Our budgets are still as ro
bust as they were in the prior year to 
get the word out. You'll see Nattional 
City be part of as many or more things 
in the next year as it was in the past 
year. The vision is that th~re is a 

. growth opportunity in Florida and this 
is not the market to pull back on. 

Q. With REC Bank's acquisition of In-

PAGE 29 

dian River National Bank, the region 
seems ripe for a new, locally owned in
stitution. 

Roberts. Typically, I would agree 
with that. Not at this time. I heard in 
Tallahassee that the number of de novo 
applications is down from where it was 
two or three years ago. It's a measure of 
the market: capital is certainly a factor. 
What would the community bank's 
niche be? How would they capture the 
marketplace? 

St"!earouse. How would they deal 
with the yield curve? We are used to 
competition. Florida is one of the most 
banked states in the nation. 

Q. With no new banks, how will the 
large institutions compete? Will it be on 
product, pricing or a particular market 
segment? · 

Shearouse. We're all looking for the 
same things - commercial, middle 

· market, consumers. The community 
banks are servicing the small custom-

. ers. 
Roberts. It gets down to value. The 

real value is what goes down the eleva
tor at 6 p.m. at night, every night - the 
people who get on that elevator. We're 
not transaction oriented, we're relation
ship oriented. You build trust with cus
tomers, you build trust with people in 
the community. The best advertising is 

. word of mouth. · 

See Q&A, page 30 

- - - ----------------------------
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Indian River Community College Foundation 

-- - - - -
Melissa DePriest of IRCC's Foundation and Adrienne Moore of Friends of Bob 
congratulate Erika Chenette, recipient of the Bob Betcher Memor!al Scholarship. 

IRCC graduate receives Betcher Scholarship 
..... -

Erika Chenette is the second recipi- vember 2005. He was a well-known col-
ent of the Bob Betcher Memorial Trans- wnnist for Scripps Treasure Coast 
fer Scholarship and plans to use the Newspapers, where he worked for 33 
$500 scholarship to attend the Univer- years. Following his death, the Friends 
!tity of North Florida in Jacksonville of Bob, an informal group of Betcher's 
after her May 2 graduation from IRCC. friends, organized the Betcher Schol-

The scholarship is named for the late arship fund through the Indian River 
Bob Betcher, who died of cancer in ,No- . Community College Foundation. 
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· Indian ·River Community College Foundation 
·1· ~-·, , 

· Melis~a DePriest of IRCC's Foundation and Adrienne Moore of Friends ofBob · . 
congratulate Erika Chenette, recipient of th~ Bob Betcher Memorial Scholarship.· 

IRCG graduate receives Betcher Scholarship 
· Erika Chenette is. the second recipi- vember 2005. He was a well-known col
ent of the Bob Betcher Memorial Trans- wnnist for Scripps Treasure Coast 
fer Scholarship and plans to use the Newspapers, where he worked for 33 

· $500 scholarship to attend the Univer- years. Following his death, the Friends 
sity of -North Florida in Jacksonville of Bob, an informal group of Betcl1er's 
after her May 2 graduation from ~ friends, organized the Betcher Schol

The scholarship is named for the late arship fund through the Indian River 
Bob Betcher; who died,of cancer in No- . Community College Foundation. 
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ST LUC 
COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE .•. 
FOUNDATION, INC 

The St. Lucie County Chamber of .Commerce Foundation and 
the Indian River Commu~ity College Foundation . 

Academic Excellence 
Christopher Mallon 

St. Lucie West Centennial 
Presenter: GeITi McPherson, 
Florida Atlantic University 

Computer Science/ 
Engineering & Architecture 

Mauricio Bell' Albero 
Fort Pierce Central 

Presenter: Pat Alley, Riverside Bank 

Congratulate the 2008 

Art 
Jessica Norori 

St. Lucie West Centennial 
Presenter: Jane Rowley, 

Core Communities 

Drama 
Kaitlyn Schirard 

Lincoln Park Academy 
Presenter: Mary Gaylord, 

Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers 

~ 

Athletics 
Crystal Bell 

John Carroll Catholic High School 
Presenter: Kathryn Basile, 

Children's Services Council 

Foreign Language 
Christopher Vizcarronda 

Fort Pierce Central 
Presenter: Rene Arteaga, RBC Bank 

Career & Technology 
Kelsey Gordon 

Lincoln Park Academy 
Presenter: Doug Davis, Fort Pierce 
Rotary and R.K. Davis Construction 

Human Services 
JosyLou Nuesca 

Port St. Lucie High 
Presenter: Anthony Rubino, 

National City 
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Journalism & 
Communications 

Eddie Mauldin 
John Carroll Catholic Htgh School 

Presenter: Jean Larsen, Personnel Plus 

Language Arts 
Peter "Jake" Elrod 
Port St. Lucie High, 

Presenter: Ann Decker, 
IRCC Foundation 

Science 
Jaime Elbert 

Fort Pierce Westwood 
Presenter: Brian LaBovick, 

Labovick & LaBovick 

Mathematics 
James Keszkowsky 
Fo1t Pierce Central 

Presenter: David Skiles, 
First Peoples Bank 

Social Studies 
Richard Smith 

Port St. Lucie High 
Presenter: Joe Smith, Chairman, 
Board ofCounty Commissioners 

Music 
Rebecca Nelson 

Fort Pierce Westwood 
Presenter: Elizabeth Herd Mallonee, 

Mallonee Family Foundation 

Congratulations Each Young Floridian Winner receives a $1,000 scholarship to the school, of his or her choice from the St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation. In addition, each winner choosing to attend Indian River Community College will receive a two-year tuition scholarship 
from the IRCC Foundation. 

Thank You Sponsors - Indian River Community College Foundation; Scripps/Newspapers in Edu~ation; Florida Atlantic University -Treasure 
Coast Campus; National City; Rotary of Fort Pierce; Children's Services Council; Board of County Commissioners; Core Communities/Tradition 
Development Co.; RBC Bank; LaBovick & LaBovick; Mallonee Family Foundation; Personnel Plus; Riverside National Bank; Richard K. Davis Construction 
Corp.; LF Staffing/Labor Finders; Hoskins & Turco; Donadio and Associates Architects, PA; First Peoples Bank; and Klein & Dobbins. Founding Sponsors: 
Tropicana, Fort Pierce Rotary, National City, St. Lucie Medical Center, Lawnwood Regional Medical Center and Heart Institute and the St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Thank You Judges Academic Excellence: Kathryn Hensley, Gerri McPherson and Anthony Westbury. Art: Zanobia Jefferson, Kathleen 
Frederick and Diana Lewis. Athletics: Janice Karst, William May and Sue-Ellen Sanders. Career & Technology: Steve Hoskins, Candice Loupe and Marty 
Sanders. Computer Science/Engineering & Architecture: Doug Davis, Susan Roberts and Daniel Rodenberger. Drama: Irv Friedman, Sarah Mallonee and 
Jean Larsen. Foreign Language: Carlos Duran, Veronica Tempone,.and Gerald Young. Human Services: Paul Hiott, Kevin G. Perry and Vicki Rodriguez. 
Journalism/Communication: Gwen Brenner, Michael Gofo~th and Camille Yates. Language Arts: Jane Bachelor, Susan Kilmer and Cara Perry. Mathematics: 
Brian Baumgardner, Stef Matthes and Calvin Thomas. Music: Robert Gehrig, Amy Kryak and Jayrene Mack. Science: Scott Adkins, Richard Hough ten and 
Erin Rosskopf. Social Studies: Carol Matulonis, Sara Misselhorn and Staci Storms. Alternate Judges: Teri.ssa Aronson and Pam Houghten. 
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COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE ~
FOUNDATION, INC. 

The St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce Foundation and 
the Indian River Community College Foundation· 

Congratulate the 2008 

Academic Excellence 
Christopher Mallon 

St. Lucie West Centennial 
Presenter: Gerri McPherson, 
Florida Atlantic Uni~ersity 

Computer Science/ 
Engineering & Architecture 

Mauricio Bell' Albero 

Art 
Jessica Norori 

St. Lucie West Centennial 
Presenter: Jane Rowley, 

Core Communities 

Drama 
Kaitlyn Schirard 

Lincoln Park Academy 
Presenter: Marv Gavlord, 

~ 

Athletics 
Crystal Bell 

John Carroll Catholic High School 
Presenter: Kathryn Basile, 

Children's Services Council 

Foreign Language 
Christopher Vizcarronda 

Fort Pierce Central 
Presenter: Rene Arteaga, RBC Bank 

Career & Technology 
Kelsey Gordon 

Lincoln Park Academy 
Presenter: Doug Davis, Fort Pierce 
Rotary and R.K. Davis Construction 

Human Services 
JosyLou Nuesca 

Port St. Lucie High 
Presenter: Anthony Rubino, 
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Journalism & 
Communications 

Eddie Mauldin 
John Carroll Catholic High School 

Presenter: Jean Larsen, Personnel Plus 

Language Arts 
Peter "Jake" Elrod 
Port St. Lucie High 

Presenter: Ann Decker, 
IRCC Foundation 

Science 
Jaime .Elbert 

Fort Pierce Westwood 
Presenter: Brian LaBovick, 

Labovick & LaBovick 

Mathematics 
James Keszkowsky 
Fort Pierce Central 

Presenter: David Skiles, 
First Peoples Bank 

Social Studies 
Richard Smith 

Port St. Lucie High 
Presenter: Joe Smith, Chairman, 
Board of County Commissioners 

Music 
Rebecca Nelson 

Fort Pierce Westwood 
Presenter: Elizabeth Herd Mallonee, 

Mallonee Family Foundation 

Congratulations - Each Young Floridian Winner receives a $1,000 scholarship to the school of his or her choice from the St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation. In addition, each winner choosing to attend Indian. lover Community College will receive a two-year tuition scholarship 
from the IRCC Foundation. 

Thank You Sponsors - Indian River Community College Foundation; Scripps/Newspapers in Education; Florida Atlantic University -Treasure 
Coast Campus; National City; Rotary of Fort Pierce; Children's Services Council; Board of County Commissioners; Core Communitiesffradition 
Development Co.; RBC Bank; LaBovick & LaBovick; Mallonee Family Foundation; Personnel Plus; Riverside National Bank; Richard K. Davis Construction · 
Corp.; LF Staffing/Labor Finders; Hoskins & Turco; Donadio and Associates Architects, PA; First Peoples Bank; and Klein & Dobbins. Founding Sponsors: 
Tropicana, Fort Pierce Rotary, National City, St. Lucie Medical Center, Lawnwood Regional Medical Center and Heart Institute and the St. Lucie County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Thank You Judges - Academic Excellence: Kathryn Hensley, Gerri McPherson and Anthony Westbury. Art: Zanobia Jefferson, Kathleen 
Frederick and Diana Lewis. Athletics: Janice Karst, William May and Sue-Ellen Sanders. Career & Technology: Steve Hoskins, Candice Loupe and Marty 
Sanders. Computer Science/Engi_neering & Architecture: Doug Davis, Susan Roberts and Daniel Rodenberger. Drama: Irv Friedman, Sarah Mallonee and 
Jean Larsen. Foreign Language: Carlos Duran, Veronica Tempone, and Gerald Y:oung. Human Services: Paul Hiott, Kevin G. Perry and Vicki Rodriguez. 
Journalism/Communication: Gwen Brenner, Michael Goforth and Camille Yates. Language Arts: Jane Bachelor, Susan Kilmer and Cara Perry. Mathematics: 
Brian Baumgardner,Stef Matthes and Calvin Thomas. Music: Robert Gehrig,Amy Kryak and Jayrene Mack. Science: Scott.Adkins,Richard Houghten and 

· Erin Rosskopf. Social Studies: Carol Matulonis, Sara Misselhorn and Staci Storms. Alternate Judges: Terissa Aronson and Pam Hough ten. 
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Cover Story 

Port St. -Lucie Business Women celebrate 28 years 
with 18th annual fashion show and luncheon 

The Port St. Lucie Business Women's annual fashion 
show and luncheon is always a glitzy and glamorous 
affair, but this year committee members promise a jazzy 
time, also. 

The theme for this year's event is "All That Jazz" and 
members of the Port St. Lucie Business Women have put 
together the civic club's signature event with one thing in 
mind - for guests to have a great time. A great by-product 
of the luncheon is that funds will be raised to help local 
charities and to help send several local women to college. 
Over the course of the history of the Port St. Lucie 

Start the tar 
I know a whoopee spot 
Where t~e gin is cold 
But the piano's hot. 

. Business Women, and through the Indian River 
Community College Foundation, scholarships have been 

T - • 
provided to more than 50 women. Local nonprofit 
charities that have been assisted include Treasure Coast 
Food Bank, Boys & Girls Club of St. Lucie County, Pace 
Center for Girls, St. Lucie Habitat for Humanity and 
SafeSpace, Inc. . 

In its 28th year, the Port St. Lucie Business Women is a 
professional organization dedicated to pro!Jl.oting the 

interests of business women and serving the community 
in an.effective way. 

Led by co-chairs Jodi Dargan and Renee Major, 
committee members working diligently to see to the 
success of"All That Jazz" are: Karen Ostrand, Danielle 
Wymer, Diane Gallagher, Rhonda Blakey, Ellen Falk, 
Bobbie Deemer, Marilyn Lawless, Susan Fines, Karen 
Miret, Pam Baldassari, Lorett Desantis-Fribourg, Linda 
Luyendyk-Reed, Jerri Skiles and Rhea Cemer. 

Members are proud to say that they've seen the 
luncheon grow and this year is no different. The fashion 
show and luncheon is from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. April 19 at 
Harbour Ridge Yacht & Country Club. Fashions for this 
18th annual event will be provided by Macy's ofVero 

1 
Beach. Saxaphonist Peter Jordan will delight the audience · 
throughout the afternoon, while students from South Fork 
High School perform during the grand finale. 

But that's not all. There's a diverse silent auction, 
offering everything from spa days, to golf outings, to a 
laptop computer. There's a raffle that includes a seven
night cruise, a Gucci handbag valued at $2,500 and a 
Tahitian pearl and diamond necklace. 

Sponsors for this year's event include Best price Cruises, , 
Best Value Jewelry & Pawn, Employers Mutual, Inc. 1 

Wa!Mart Distribution Center and Byrd, Prill & Young. 
Tickets to the April 19 "All That Jazz" are $40 per 

person and available by calling (772) 871-5209. 
Submitted by Rhonda Blakey 

Cover photo submitted: Karen Ostrand, Danielle Wymer, Diane Gallagher, Rhonda Blakey, Jodi Dargan, Ellen Falk, Bobbie Deeme1; 
Marilyn Lawless, Susan Fines, Karen Miret, Pan1 Baldassari, Lorett Desantis-Fribowg, Linda Luyendyk-Reed and Jeni Skiles jazz things up 
for the annual fashion show and luncheon hosted by the Port St Lucie Business Women. 



TREASURE COASl NOTES 

14 St. Lucie seniors get Young Floridian awards 
Fourteen St. Lucie County high school 

seniors received 2008 Young Floridian Schol
arship Awards last week for outstanding 
achievement in their schools and communi
ties. 

The winners, selected from a field of 94 
nominees, are: Crystal Bell, John Carroll 

. Catholic, athletics; Mauricio Bell'Albero, Fort 
Pierce Central, computer science/engineering 
and ~rchitecture; Jaime Elbert, Fort Pierce 
Westwood, science; Peter "Jake" Elrod, Port 
St. Lucie High, language arts; Kelsey Gordon, 
Lincoln Park Academy, career and technology; 
James Keszkowsky, Fort Pierce Central, math
ematics; and Christopher Mallon, St. Lucie · 
West Centennial, academic excellence. 

Also, Eddie Mauldin, John Carroll Catholic, 
journalism/communication; Rebecca Nelson, 
Fort Pierce Westwood, music; Jessica No-
rori, St. Lucie West Centennial, art; JosyLou 
Nuesca, Port St. Lucie High, humarl services; 

, . Kaitlyn Schirard, Lincoln Park Academy, 
• drama; Richard Smith, Port St. Lucie High, 

social studies; and Christopher Vizcarronda, 
Fort Pierce Central, foreign language. . 

Winners receive a $1,000 scholarship to a 
college or university of their choice, a two-year 

· J.ndian River Community College scholarship 
• and a glass trophy. . 

The St. Lucie County Chamber of Com
merce Foundation hosted the ceremony with 
the IRCC Foundation at IRCC's Fort Pierce 

• campus. The business and education commu
nities founded the program 20 years ago. 

• Barbershopper rides to raise harmony 
For the second year, a Port St. Lucie bar

bershop singer is gearing up for a 250-mile 
+ 

. . . 

bicycle ride froni his home to Jacksonville as 
a fund-raiser to bring the sounds of four-part 
harmony to a younger generation. 

Last year, the former president of the 
Martin/St. Lucie Mariners Barbershop Chorus · 
raised enough pledges to send eight boys to a 
three-day barbershop music camp. 

Van de Mark is asking for 10 cents a mile, 
or a total of $25, for his ride to the May 2-4 
spring convention of Florida's barbershop 
chapters, with more than 1,800 members from 
Miami to Pensacola. The camp, the Youth in 
Harmony Explosion, will be June 13-15. 

Donors can send a check for Harmony 
Explosion to Don Long, Sunshine Dis-
trict Treasurer, 3921 Applegate Circle, 
Brandon, Fla. 33511. For information, visit 
www.sunshinedistrict.org/harmony _explosion 

House of Refuge gets new marker 
The House of Refuge Museum at Gilbert's 

Bar on Hutchinson Island has a new historric . 
marker to commemorate its geographic loca
tion as the former stomping grounds of the 
Ais Indians. 

The marker was a gift from the Halpatiokee 
Chapter of the National Society of the Daugh
ters of the American Revolution. 

More than 100 DAR members and museum 
supporters attended a reception April 4 to 
celebrate the marker's presentation. 

· The House of Refuge, Martin County's old
est building, is an official historical landmark. 

IRCC business students honored 

the year at the Delta Epsilon Chi International 
Career Development Leadership Conference 
in Atlanta last weekend. 

Winning first were Justin Daniels of 
Okeechobee in the sales representative cat
egory and Carlos Martinez of Port St. Lucie 
for sales manager meeting . 

Rebekah Thompson of Fort Pierce was 
named Florida Delta Epsilon Chi Outstanding 
Student of the Year. 

Thompson and two other IRCC students, 
both of Port St. Lucie, earned the distinction 
of top 10 in the nation: Thompson and Frank
lin Hudson in business-to-business marketing, 
and Helena White for human resource man
agement. 

The competition included 1,500 commu
nity college and university students from the 

. United States, Canada and Puerto Rico. 
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Donations requested 
by Greek society ,-;.1-tJ r 

The Nu Iota Chapter of the 
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Socie
ty at Indian River Communill 
College is participating in ProJ
ect Graduation, Feed a Body, 
Feed a Mind, an inittl.tive de
signed to help alleviate hunger 
and illiteracy in Treasure I 
Coast communities. 

IRCC students, their fam:i - 1 

lies and community members 
are asked to drop off non-pe
rishable food items or books at 
their nearest IRCC campus be
tween now and IRCC Com
mencement on May 2. 

Drop off sites are: 
• Main Campus, 3209 Virgin

ia Ave., Fort Pierce - Kight 
Center for Emerging Technolo
gies, Library, Koblegard Stu
dent Union and Bookstore 

• Mueller Campus, 6155 Col
lege Lane, Vero Beach - Regis
tration area in the Schumann 
Center and Bookstore 

• Chastain Campus, 2400 
S.E. Salerno Road, Stuart -
Registration area in the Mor- ' 
gade Student Services and Ad
ministration Center 

• Dixon Hendry Campus, 
2229 N.W. Ninth Ave., Okee- j 
chobee - Student Lounge and , 
Academic Support Center 1 

•St.Lucie West Campus, 500 I 
N.W. California Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie - Joint Cafe 

After IRCC Commencement, 
the books and canned goods 
will be given to local literacy 
and hunger relief agencies. 

For more information, call 
the IRCC Student Affairs De
partment at (772) 462-4706. 

FORT PIERCE -r;,,,.J,u.>1e 
Scholarship Awards 
to be presented "/ -1-' ~ 

The St. Lucie County Cham
ber of Commerce Foundation 
and · the Indian River Commu
nity College Foundation wi1f 
present the 2008 Young Floridi
an Scholarship Awards on at 6 
p.m. Monday at the IRCC 
McAlpin Fine Arts Center. 

Winners receive . a trophy 1 

and a $1,000 scholarship to the 
college or university of their 

- choice. The foundation also of- ' 
fers each winner a full tuition 
scholarship to IRCC. Each 
nominee who attends IRCC 
will receive a $100 stipend at 
the IRCC bdokstore. 

:ihJA,(1--J.}UJ:$ I 
Sure sign of Spring ~zr:oir 

The GFWC Port St. Lucie Wo~an's I 
Club recently held its annual fashion 
show/luncheon at the PGA Golf & Coun- · 
try Club. More than 120 guests enjoyed the 
centerpieces of fresh spring flowers, raffle I 
and door prizes, a delicious luncheon and 
the latest fashions from Dillards. Models 
Marie Weber, Marilyn Milloway, Cath-

. erine Rupprecht, Nancy Haines and 
Joyce Calese took to the runway with mu
sic provided by Lois Bergman. Proceeds ' 
will benefit the IRCC Foundation. 
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Students have chance to go to college 
What would it feel like 

to have your college edu
cation paid for when you 
were 14 years old? lwenty 
Okeechobee Freshman 
Campus students could 
tell you because they will 
be receiving a President's 
Challenge/ fake Stock in 
Children scholarship upon 
their graduation from high 
school. 

Take Stock in Children 
is a statewide scholarship 
program. The Indiqp Rjyer 
Communi Col e F un-

ation manages t e scho -
arship program locally. The 
President's Challenge/fake 
Stock in Children program 
benefits deserving youth 
in Indian River, Martin, 
Okeechobee and St. Lucie 
Counties. 

In Okeechobee County 
ninth-grade applicants who 
meet strict financial and 
academic selection crite
ria are considered for the 
scholarships. Recipients 
are selected by committees 
comprised of educators, 
civic leaders and business 
sponsors. Individuals, orga
nizations and private busi
nesses donate the $5,000 
funds for the scholarships, 
which can be named af
ter the donor. The Florida 
Prepaid College Founda
tion matches these funds 
enabling ninth graders to 
receive four years of college 
tuition completely free. 

The 20 Okeechobee 
freshmen who will receive 
the scholarships recently 
gathered at school with 
their parents, school of
ficials and Take Stock in 
Children representatives to 

sign a contract making a attend IRCC for two years, partnership, which benefits 
COIJ1mitment to earn good followed by two years at a at risk youth and breaks the 
grades, attend school, stay public university in Florida. cycle of poverty. These op
out of trouble, and remain In May these students portunities are only made 
drug/crime free. wParents will attend at President's possible through the do
pledge their involvement Challenge/fake Stock in nations of both time and 
and support. An important Children awards ceremony money from generous indi
component of the program at IRCC in Ft. Pierce. At the victuals, organizations and 
µ:i ~I ~Ll!h~~iignim~n[ll.J;l.!f_j2:.!!\l.L....an'.g~..Q;:w;Q,Q,l~ ~_Q~·~ i h mm -

Submitted photo 
Erin Cox - Take Stock in Children, Shenorro Edwards - schol,arship recipi
ent, Jenny Pung - Waste Management, and Shenorro's mother- Novelyn Ed
wards share an important moment at the Okeechobee Freshman Campus, . 
as student Shenorro Edwards holds the funds donated by Waste Manage
ment which will be matched by the Florida Prepaid College Foundation and 
guarantee Shenorro's four years of college tuition will be paid for. Waste 
Management supports Take Stock in Children as a scholarship donor and as 
a volunteer mentor provi~er. 

a volunteer mentor from 
the community to each 
student to serve as a role 
model and guide the youth 
through their adolescence. 
Students are held account
able for maintaining these 
standards by the program. 
Upon graduation from high 
school, students are guaran
teed a tuition scholarship to 

new President's Challenge/ 
Take Stock in Children 
Scholarships were award
ed. All were awarded to stu
dents who would become 
their family 's first genera
tion college graduates. This 
more than doubled the pre
vious year's scholarships. 

Take Stock in Children is 
a successful public private 

nity. Mentors and donors 
are always needed by the 
program. Some students lo
cally have not been matched 
with a mentor. Mentoring is 
very rewarding and does 
not take too much time; 
and any amount of funding 
can help make the oppor
tunity of higher education 
possible. 
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National City awards $10,000 to Food Bank 
BY LAURA ALEXANDER, 
TREASURE COAST FOOD BANK 
Posted on YourHub.com 

The Treasure Coast Food 
Bank, an organization that 
works to eliminate hunger and 
reduce food waste in Indian 
River, Martin, Okeechobee and 
St. Lucie counties, recently an
nounced that it received a 
$10,000 donation from the Na
tional City-Harbor Foundation. 

The donation will help fund 
retrofit and expansion of their 
warehouse, which serves as a 
food distribution center for or
ganizations and recognized de
nominations that feed the 
hungry along the Treasure 
Coast. 

The Food Bank obtains, 
warehouses and distributes 
food and personal items to tar
geted individuals, nonprofit, 
501c3 agencies and recognized 
denominations that feed people 
at no charge. 

"The donation from National 
City will enable the Treasure 
Coast Food Bank to begin 
needed renovations to our 
physical plant including the 
expansion of office and ware
house space. lltimately, this 
gift will allow us to process 
and distribute more food to 
meet the growing demand of 
the hungry in our com
munity," Laura Alexander, ex
ecutive director of the 
Treasure Coast Food Bank 
said. 

Founded in 1988, The Food 
Bank started when a handful 
of volunteers distributed food 
off the back of a truck to area 
church . feeding programs. As 
the community has grown, so 
has the need for emergency 
food assistance. Over two 
million pounds of food was dis
tributed to the hungry in 2007 
providing approximately 1.3 
million meals. 

The Treasure Coast Food 

Bank also works with local, 
state and national agencies 
during times of disaster. De
spite sustaining considerable 
damage to its facilities in the 
hurricanes of 2004, the Food 
Bank took action as a first re
sponder providing· an addi
tional 1.3 million pounds of 
emergency food to Treasure 
Coast disaster victims for 11 
weeks after the storms. In 
June 2005, the Food Bank 
moved to its new location on 
Industrial 25th Street in Fort 
Pierce, where it continues 
daily operations . to alleviate 
hunger. 
· "The National City donation 
is the first, local corpofate 
foundation award directed to 
our facility retrofit and ex
pansion," Food Bank President 
Thom Padrick said. 
. "We anticipate other founda
tions and corporations will 
follow their investment in our 
organization as the downturn 
in the economy puts greater 
demand on our services." 

"The Treasure Coast Food 
Bank provides an invaluable 
service to our community and 
we are proud to support the ef
forts of their volunteers and 
dedicated staff," J. Hal Roberts, 
market president for the 
Central/Northeast Region of 
Nationi'U City, said. 

The donation is part of Na
tional City's ongoing efforts to 
be a contributing member of 
the community. National City 
has designated a charitable 
fund of $2 million to be used 
and administered exclusively 
in Central and Northeast 
Florida. 

For more information about 
National City Corporation, 
visit www.nationalcity.com. 
For more information about 
Treasure Coast Food Bank, 
visit www.treasurecoastfood
bank.org. 
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Indian River. Community College Foundation. -

Melissa DePriest o.f IRCC's foundation and Adrienne Moore of Friends of Bob 
c_ongratulate Erika Chenette, recipient of the Bob Betcher Memorial Scholarship. 

IRCC ·graduate rece1v~s Betcher Scholarship 
Erika Chenette · is the second recipi

ent of the Bob Betcher Memorial Trans-
. fer Scholarship and .. plans to use the 

$500 scholarship to attend the Univer
sity_ of ~orth Florida in Jacksonville 
after h!ff May 2 graduation from IRCC. 

The scholarship is named for ine'liiI'e 
Bob Betcher, who died of cancer in No-

vember 2005. He was a well-known· col
umnist for Scripps Treasure Coast 
Newspapers, where he worked for 33 
years. Following his death, the Friends 
of Bob, an informal ' group of Betcher's 
friends, organized ·the Betcher Schol
arship fund through the· Indian River 
Community College FoUJ)dation. . 
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. Good students "For the chamber, education has 
always been one of our top priori- , 
ties," chamber Executive Director 
Linda Cox said. "It's my first year, so deserve time in 

. the spotlight 
It's popularly believed that journal

. ists hate to write nice things about 
people. There's some truth to that no
tion. 

1 there's been a bit of a learning curve, 
but it's been phenomenal. It's been 
amazing how many former judges ' 
I've come across who've burst into 
tears talking about how inspired they 
were by the students. 

We routinely• cover murders and ' 
car wrecks, petty thievery and the 
government variety. Thinking about 1 

. stuff like that all day long is enough 
to make you terminally cynical. The 
thousands of good deeds ordinary , 
folks do every single day? That's not 
news, we like to say. 

Yet sometimes even we can't ig
nore a glass half-full rather than the 
one that's half-empty. 

Take the Young Floridian Schol- 1 

arship Awards Program for example. I 
It's a 20-year-old official celebration J 

of the best and brightest kids in our 1 

school system, an acknowledgement 
of both their academic talents and, I 
better yet, their volunteer contribu- I 
tions to the community. 

Simply put, these kids are phenom- I 
enal. 

St. Lucie, many critics will tell you, 
has an · underperforming public i 
school system. Yet talk to anyone \ 
who's been involved in the Young 
Floridian pr9gram - as a judge or 
awards presenter - and you'll be 
showered with superlatives. 

Jean Larsen, owner of the Person
nel Phis employment agency in Port 
St. Lucie and chairwoman of this 
year's ceremony, is one of them. 

"They just totally blow you away. 
You read so much bad about kids in 
the paper and then you see these 
young people with great grades, in
credible talents and how they use 
them on behalf of the community. 
Blown away, that's how I feel." 

It was the Tribune and the much
maligned General Development Corp. 
in Port St. Lucie who teamed up in 
1988 to kick off the program. 

Later, the St. Lucie County Cham
ber of Commerce took on the Young 
Floridians awards until 2002, when 
the St. Lucie County Education Foun
dation took over. The chamber foun
dation, in partnership with ~ 
:eziver Qgmmunity Colle~e FouncJ& 
tj,\;W,._ has the contest bac ttiis year, 
its 20th. 

"It really gives you hope for the fu-
ture. These kids are our future busi
ness leaders. Hopefully, (when 
they're finished with college), they'll 
want to come back to St. Lucie Coun
ty to work." 

This year, Cox said, there were 94 
nominees in 14 categories. Each .win
ner will receive a $1,000 scholarship 
to the college of their choice, or a 
two-year ride at IRCC, should they 
decide to stay local. 

I was honored to be a judge in the 
academic excellence category ,-- yes, 
way out of my depth, but not too 
many tears: Most of the nominees in 
my group had got nothing but A's 
since grade school. What planet do 
they come from? 

Cox, Larsen and my fellow judges 
had it exactly right. Being involved 
in the Young Floridian program is 
truly inspiring. These kids offer a lot 
of hope for all our futures. 

I don't care what you tliink about 
our public schools, our Young Florid
ians prove they can run with anyone 
from anywhere. 

Associate Editor Anthony Westbury may be 
reached at (772) 409-1320 or anthony. 
westbury@scripps.com. 

I F YOU GO 
-1"~ 

••.The 2008 young Floridian Schol
arship Awards ceremony at 6 p.m., 
Monday at the MCAipin Fine Arts Cen
ter at IRCC 'in Fort Pierce. 

· • For more· information, call 
(772) 340-13,33. 

-,P,,/,/111"~,,~~ ~ 
JOHN'S ISLAND ASSISTS 
43 AREA CHARITIES 

The John's Island Communi
ty Service League board gave 
grants to 43 agencies and pro
grams that help women and 
children in need. 

The league has represented 
the residents for 28 years. 
Since then, it has donated 

1 nearly $5.5 million to Indian 
River. County agencies and 

. programs. The money comes 
from the league's private fund
raisers, dues, donation~ and 
the Tambourine Shop, as well 
as partnerships with local 
merchants and business pro
fessionals. 

The Tambourine Shop, a· re
sale outlet at 1619 10th Ave., is 
staffed by volunteers and of
fers "gently" used furniture, 
clothing, and household goods. 
The shop accepts consign
ments as well as donations. 

This year's grants were is
sued to the following: 

Abilities Resource Center; 
Academy for the Performing 
Arts; Alzheimer Parkinson As
sociation Inc.; Big Brothers, 
Big Sisters; Boys and Girls 
Clubs; Character · Counts; 
Childcare Resources; . Chil
dren's Home Society; Crystal 
Foundation: Gifford Chapter; 1 

Dasie Bridgewater Hope Cen- l 
ter; Dollars for Scholars; Eco- \ 
nomic Opportunities Council; , 
Education Foundation; Safe · 
Families and Valued Visits 
Programs of Exchange Club 
Castle; Feed the Lambs; Gif
ford Youth Activity Center; 
Guardians for New Futures; 
Healthy Start; Hibiscus Chil
dren's Center; Homeless Fami
ly Center; H.O.P.E. Academy; ' 
Indian River Community Col
lege Foundation, Inc.; Indian 
River Habitat for' Humanity; 
John's tsland Scholarships, 
Literacy . Services; Mental 
Health Association; Operation 
Hope; Redlands Christian Mi
grant Association; Samaritan 
Center; Senior Resource Cen
ter; Special Equestrians; Sub-

, stance Abuse Council of IRC; 
Suncoast Mental Health Cen
ter, Inc.; Sun-Up; The Source; 
The Treasmf '/" Coast Food 
Bank; Treasure Coast Home
less Services Council; Visiting 
Nurse Association; Wabasso 
School; Winners Walk Tall; 
Women's Refuge and Youth 

' Guidance. 



Excel with IRCC honors program 
The satisfaction of reaching 

ambitious goals, giving back to 
the community and studying 
abroad are among the opportu
nities for students in the Indi
an River Community College 
honors program. An informa
tion session will be held on 
Thursday, at 6 p.m. in the 
Kight Center · for Emerging 
Technologies, Room V-309 on 
the IRCC Main Campus, 3209 
Virginia Ave. in Fort Pierce. 

The program is designed for 
students committed to high ac
ademic achievement, and grad-. 
uates are strong candidates for 
transfer scholarships to presti
gious universities. Graduates 
can automatically transfer into 
the honors program at Florida 
Atlantic University or Univer
sity of Central Florida. 

EARN SOME GREEN 
ON THE GREENS 

IRCC students are finding 
that success is par for the 
course while preparing for 
new careers in golf course op
erations and golf course facili
ties through programs offered 
at the St. Lucie West Campus. 

IRCC UPDATE 
The public is invited to learn 
more about these programs 
and career opportunities at an 
information session on Thurs
day, at 4:30 p.m. at the IRCC St. 
Lucie West Campus, 500 N.W. 
California Blvd., near Tradi
tion Field/Mets Stadium in 
Port St. Lucie. Two attendees 
will be awarded a three-credit 
scholarship to take a course in 
the golf program. 

LEARN ABOUT 
VARIOUS CAREERS 

IRCC will, hold a series of 
sessions this week to provide 
information about a variety of 
careers. 

An economics career forum 
will be held on Tuesday, from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Main 
Campus in Fort Pierce, Build
ing B, Room 120. 

Two information sessions 
related to health care careers 
will meet this week at 4 p.m. 
in the Health Science Center 
at the Fort Pierce campus. The 
he a 1th i.n fo rm at ion 

managemenUcoder/ biller ses- \ 
sion will be Tuesday. The Den- 1 

tal . Department information \ 
session on Wednesday will fo
cus on how to become a dental \ 
hygienist, dental assistant or 
dental lab technician. 

IRCC's hands-on reside;ntial 
carpentry program will be on 
Thursday, from 4 to 6 p.m. in 
the Kight Center, Room V309, 
at the Main Campus in Fort 
Pierce. Students in this pro
gram frame several houses in 
coordination with the Trea
sure Coast Builders' Associa
tion. Scholarship support is 
available. 

REGISTRATION FOR 
SUMMER BEGINS 

Registration for the Summer 
I and Summer II semesters be- / 
gins Monday. To register on- , 
line visit www.ircc.edu. The / 
Summer I Sen;1ester will begin 
May 6 and Summer II begins 
June 23. 

For more information about 
IRCC programs, call (866) 
866-4722. 

Compiled by IRCC staff 
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Excel with IRCC honors program 
The satisfaction of reaching 

ambitious goals, giving back to 
the community and studying 
abroad are among the opportu
nities for students in the Indi
an River Community College 
lioriors program. An informa
tion session will be held on 
Thursday, at 6 p.m. in the 
Kight Center for Emerging 
Technologies, Room V-309 on 
the IR.CC Main Campus, 3209 
Virginia Ave. in Fort Pierce. 

The program is designed for 
students committed to high ac
ademic achievement, and grad
uates are strong candidates for 
transfer scholarships to presti
gious universities. Graduates 
can automatically transfer into 
the honors program at Florida 
Atlantic University or Univer
sity of Central Florida. 

EARN SOME GREEN 
Ofi THE GREENS 

IR.CC students are finding 
that success is par for the 
course while preparing for 
new careers in golf course op
erations and golf course facili
ties through programs offered 
at the St. Lucie West Campus. 

IRCC UPDATE 
The public is invited to learn 
more about these programs 
and career opportunities at an 
information s·ession on T)lurs
day, at 4:30 p.i:n. at the IR.CC St. 
Lucie West Campus, 500 N.W. 
California Blvd., near Tradi
tion Field/Mets Stadium in _ 
Port St. Lucie: Two attendees 
will be awarded a three-credit 
scholarship to take a course in 
the golf program. 

LEARN ABOUT . 
VARIOUS CAREERS 

IR.CC will hold a series of 
sessions this week to provide 
information about a variety of 
careers. 

An economics career forum 
will be held on Tuesday, from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Main 
Campus in Fort Pierce, Build
ing B, Room 120. 

Two information sessions 
related to health care careers 
will meet this week at 4 p.m. 
in the Health Science Center 
at the Fort Pierce campus. The 
health information 

management/ coder/ biller ses
sion will be Tuesday. The Den
tal Department information 
session on Wednesday will fo
cus on liow to become a dental 
hygienist, dental assistant or 
dental lab rtechnician. 

IRCC's hands-on residential 
carpentry program will be on 
Thursday, from 4 to 6 p.m. in 
the Kight Center, Room V309, 
at the Main Campus in Fort 
Pierce. Students in this pro
gram frame several houses in 
coordination with the Trea
sure Coast Builders' Associa
tion. Scholarship support is 
available. 

REGISTRATION FOR 
SUMMER BEGINS 

Registration for the Summer 
I and Summer II semesters be
gins Monday. To register on
line visit www.ircc.edu. The 
Summer I Semester will begin 
May 6 and Summer II begins 
June 23. 

For more information about 
IRCC programs, call (866) 
866-4722. 

Compiled by IRCC staff 
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Excel with IRCC honors program 
The satisfaction of reaching 

ambitious goals, giving back to 
the community and studying 
abroad are among the opportu
nities for students in the Indi
an River Community Coiiije 
honors program. An informa
tion session will be held on 
Thursday, at 6 p.m. in the 
Kight · Center for Emerging 
Technologies, Room V-309 on 
the IRCC Main Campus, 3209 
Virginia Ave. in Fort Pierce. 

The program is designed for 
students committed to high ac
ademic achievement, and grad
uates are strong candidates for 
transfer scholarships to presti
gious universities. Graduates 
can automatically transfer into 
the honors program at Florida 
Atlantic University or Univer
sity of Central Florida. 

EARN SOME GREEN 
ON THE GREENS 

IR.CC students are finding 
that success is par for the 
course while preparing for 
new careers in golf course op
erations and golf course facili
ties through programs offered 
at the St. Lucie West Campus. 

IRCC UPDATE 
The public is invited to learn 
more about these programs 
and career opportunities at an 
information session on Thurs
day, at 4:30 p.m. at the IR.CC St. 
Lucie West Campus, 500 N.W. 
California l;llvd., near Tradi
tion Field/Mets Stadium in 
Port St. Lucie. Two attendees 
will be awarded a three-credit 
scholarship to take a·course in 
the golf program. 

LEARN ABOUT 
VARIOUS CAREERS 

IR.CC will hold a series of 
sessions this week to provide 
information about a variety of 
careers. 

An economics career forum 
will be held on Tuesday, from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Main 
Campus in Fort Pierce, Build
ing B, Room 120. 

Two information sessions 
related to health care careers 
will meet this week at 4 p.m. 
in the Health Science Center 
at the Fort Pierce campus. The 
health information 

management/coder/ biller ses- ,

1 

sion will be Tuesday. The Den
tal Department information 
session on Wednesday will fo
cus on how to become a dental 
hygienist, dental assistant or 
dental lab technician. 

IRCC's hands-on residential 
carpentry program will be on· · 
Thursday, from 4 to 6 p.m. in 
the Kight Center, Room V309, 
at the Main Campus in Fort 
Pierce. Students in this pro
gram frame several houses in 
coordination with the Trea
sure Coast Builders' Associa
tion. Scholarship support. is 
available. 

J 

REGISTRATION FOR 
SUMMER BEGINS 

Registration for the Summer 
I and Summer II semesters be
gins Monday. To register on- · 
line visit www.ircc.edu. The 
Summer I Semester will begin 
May 6 and Summer II begins 
June 23. 

For more information about 
IRCC programs, call (866) 
866-4722. 

Compiled by IRCC staff 



ffiCC Business Programs 
Information Session -r,..~f ~':.e,(L_r' 
. 1e3Jll how IRCC can help you advance 

your business career at an infonnation ses
sion April 17, 5:30 p.m. at IRCC St. Lucie 
West campus. This event is ideal for anyone 
interested in pursuing a business career on 
the Treasnre Coast ot looking for ways t.o ad
vance in their current career. 

Find out more about Business Manage
ment and Marketing Operations Certificate 
programs; Business Administration and Mar- · 
keting ,Management AS. degree programs 
and the new Bachelor of Applied Science in 
Organizational Management degree .now 
available through IRCC. 

The - Business Infonnation Session is 
Thursday April 17, at 5:30 p.m. at the IRCC St. 
Lucie West campus, 500 NW California Blvd. 

· near Tradition Field/Mets Stadium in Port St. 
Lucie. Learn how business certificate and de
gree programs available at IRCC can advance 
business. careers. Call (866) 866-4722 or visit 
www.ircc.edu. · 

Culinary Institute open ho:use 

Sample savory dishes and learn about cu
· linary careers at the IRCC Student Showcase 
and Opel). House on Thursday April 17, at 6 
p.m. at the Richardson Center, IRCC Mueller 
Campus, 6155 College Lane, Vero Beach .. 

IRCC Culinary instructor Chef Midkiff 
· will be giving a fonnal cooking demonstra
tion. Talk to financial aid representatives,• 
tour the facilities and learn about career pro
grams at the Culinary Institute of the Trea
sure Coast at IRCC. 

The Culinary Institute of the Treasure 
Coast is more than a cooking school; it is an 
accredited management program that 

. combines the passion of the culinary arts 
with the skills needed to be a successful su
pervisor, restaurant manager, caterer, ptjvate 
chef and overall business entrepreneur, all at 
a reasonable cost. 

For more information, call 1-866-866-4722 
or e-mail culinary@ircc.edu. 

If you have news that has an impact on workers 
or other members of the employment commupi
ty, send your information to nichepublications 
@yahoo.com. 
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Add bio-fuels to 
Research Coast 
Transforming agricultural waste into fuel 
may be a major part of the future of Florida 

C ongressman Tim Mahoney is on a mission to add an 
additional component to the emerging Research 
Coast. . 

INCENTIVES: As a member of the House Agriculture 
Committee, Mahoney helped to insert into the House Farm 
Bill an ethanol loan guarantee program in which the federal j 
government will back 80 percent of the amount of money 
loaned for construction of cellulosic bio-fuel plants. 

The bill also includes $2.2 billion for research and devel
opment ofbio-fu~l projects. 

The Farm Bill is now in conference committee with the 
Senate. 

Mahoney also had a major role in passage of the Energy 
and Independence Security Act. 

That bill redefines agricultural biomass to include agri
cultural waste such as citrus pulp and peel, allowing Flori
da framers to-participate in federal ethanol incentive pro-. 
grams. 

In addition, the bill requires that 100 million gallons of 
cellulosic ethanol be mixed with gasoline next year and in
crease to 16 billion gallons by 2022. The nation currently Using a multi-prong approach, the 16th District's Maho

ney, D-Palm Beach Gardens, hopes to build Florida as the 
nation's leader in the production of bio-fuel with the Trea
sure Coast having a major role in that development. 

' uses about 9 billion gallons of ethanol annually. 

With high food prices the result of Midwest corn being 
used in ethanol production to limit the nation's dependence 
on foreign oil, Mahoney is working to create a cellulosic 
ethanol industry using agricultural waste materials such as 
sugar cane stalks and citrus pulp and peel - particularly 
plentiful in South and Central Florida. 

In conjunction with those efforts, the following steps 
have been or are being taken: 

EDUCATION: Mahoney is seeking $2.5 million in federal 

B10,.;FUEL 
ROUNDTABLE 

What: Renewable energy 
symposium hosted by Rep. Tim 
Mahoney and sponsored byJD-

1dian River Community Cglleg.e, 
the St. Lucie County Economic 
Development Council and Flor
ida Power & Light 

funding to create an ad
vanced degree program in 
bio-fuels at the Indian Riv
er Research and Education 
Center in St. Lucie County. 
He has been working with 
officials of the University 
of Florida, which currently 
offers other agriculture-re
lated degrees at the facili
ty. Where: Kight Center, IRCC 

main campus, Fort Pierce 
When: Monday, April 28, 8:3'0 
a.m. to noon. 

Also, bio-fuel research 
and development has been 
added as a possible compo

nent of the Treasure Coast Research and Education Park 
being developed in St. Lucie County. 

On Tuesday, Mahoney is chairing a workshop on 
. bio-fuels in the future of the Treasure Coast at Indian River 
Community College. The r~gional symposium will"be from 
8:30 a.m. to noon at the Kight Center on the main campus of 
IRCC in Fort Pierce. · 

Also, the bill provides subsidies to gas companies for us
ing ethanol. In an inefficient tool that will increase food 
prices, companies can receive 50 cents per gallon for corn
based ethanol. The better concept is a subsidy of 90.5 cents 
per gallon for ethanol made from citrus waste. 

JOBS: Florida has invested heavily in recruiting bio-tech 
companies such as Scripps in Palm Beach County and Tor
rey Pines in St. Lucie County. The bio-tech firms are ex
pected to hire about 500 people in five years. 

According to Mahoney, Florida Agriculture Commis
sioner Gharles Bronson has estimated that bio-fuel could 
produce 10,000 jobs in five years. 

Mahoney said that bio-fuel will not be competing with 
bio-tech, but will complement it. Research done by the 
bio-tech industries can be used in bio-fuel production, he 
said. 

RECRUITMENT: Mahoney is working to bring commercial · 
airline traffic to the St. Lucie County International Airport 

1 

to make access to the area more convenient for corporate 
executives interested in investing in the bio-fuel field. 

Florida, Mahoney said, must create an economy that 
isn't so dependent on real estate. Bio-fuels, he said, offer a 
future that will improve agriculture opportunities, create 
alternative energy sources and improve the environment. 

"This is all very exciting," he said. "We're going to see 
billions invested in Florida. It 's a huge opportunity." 

· And, if Mahoney is correct and his mission becomes a 
reality, the Treasure Coast will be. at the center of the ac
tion. 
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OUR VIEW 

Add bio-fuels to 
Research Coast 
Transforming agricultural waste into fuel 
may be a major part of the future of Florida 

C ongressman Tim Mahoney is on a mission to add an 
additional compopent to the emerging Research 
Coast. 

Using a multi-prong approach, the 16th District's Maho
ney, D-Palm Beach Gardens, hopes to build Florida as the 
nation's leader in the production ~fbio-fuel with the Trea: 
sure Coast having a major role in that development. 

With high food prices the result of Midwest corn being 
used in ethanol production to limit the nation's dependence 
on foreign oil, Mahoney is working to create a cellulosic 
ethanol industry using agricultural waste materials such as 
sugar cane stalks and citrus pulp and peel - particularly 
plentiful in South and Central Florida. 

In conjunction with those efforts, the following steps 
have been or are being taken: ,..,, 

EDUCATION: Mahoney is seeking $2.5 million in federal 

BIO-FUEL 
ROUNDTABLE 

What: Renewable energy 
syfnposium hosted by Rep. Tim 
Mahoney and sponsored by In- · 
dian River Community College, 
the St. Lucie County Economic 
Development Council and Flor
ida Power & Light 

funding to create an ad
vanced degree program in' 
bio-fuels at the Indian Riv
er Research and Education 
Center in St. Lucie County. 
He has been working with 
officials of the University 
of Florida, which currently 
offers other agriculture-re
lated degrees at the facili
ty. Where: Kight Center, IRCC 

main campus, Fort Pierce , 
When: Monday, April 28, 8:30 
a.m. to noon. 

Also, bio-fuel research 
and development has been 
added as a possible compo

nent of the Treasure Coast Research and Education Park 
being developed in St. Lucie County. 

On Tuesday, Mahoney is chairing a workshop on 
bio-fuels in the future of the Treasure Coast at Indian River 
Community College. The regional symposium will be from 
8:30 a.m. to noon at the Kight Center on the main campus of 
IRCC in Fort Pierce. 

INCENTIVES: As a member of the House Agriculture 
Committee, Mahoney helped to insert into the House Farm 
Bill an ethanol loan guarantee program in which the federal 
government will back 80 percent of the amount of money 
loaned for construction of cellulosic bio-fuel plants. 1 

The bill also includes $2.2 billion for research and devel
opment ofbio-fuel projects. 

The Farm Bill is now in conference committee with the 
Senate. 

Mahoney also had a major role in passage of the Energy 
and Independence Security Act. 

That bill redefines agricultural bioma~s to include agri
cultural waste such as citrus pulp and peel, allowing Flori
da framers to participate in federal ethanol incentive pro
grams. 

In addition, the bill requires that 100 million gallons of 
cellulosic ethanol be mixed with gasoline next year and in
crease to 16 billion gallons by 2022. The nation currently 
uses about 9 billion gallons of ethanol annually. 

Also, the bill provides subsidies to gas companies for us
ing ethanol. In an inefficient tool that will increase food 
prices, companies can receive 50 cents per gallon for corn
based ethanol. The better concept is a subsidy of 90.5 cents 
per gallon for ethanol made from citrus waste. 

JOBS: Florida has invested heavily in recruiting bio-tech 
companies such as Scripps in Palm Beach County and Tor
rey Pines in St. Lucie County. The bio-tech firms are ex
pected to hire about 500 people in five years. 

According to Mahoney, Florida Agriculture Commis
sioner Charles Bronson has estimated that bio-fuel could · · 
produce 10,000 jobs in five years. 

Mahoney said that bio-fuel will not be competing with 
bio-tech, but will complement it. Research done by the 
bio-tech industries can be u~ed in bio-fuel production, he 
said. 
_ RECRUITMENT: Mahoney is working to bring commercial 
airline traffic to the St. Lucie County International Airport 
to make access to the area more convenient for corporate 
executives interested in investing in the bio-fuel field. 

Florida, Mahoney said, must create an economy that 
isn't so dependent on r.eal estate. Bio-fuels, he said, offer a 
future that will improve agriculture opportunities, create 
alternative energy sources and improve the environment. 

"This is all very exciting," he said. "We're going to see 
billions invested in Florida. It's a huge opportunity." 

And, if Mahorey is correct and his mission becomes a 
reality, the Treasure Coast wm be at the center of the ac
tion. 
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Learning while 
helping others 
John Carroll High School 
student Allison Riley, 18, left, gets 
a lesson from Indian River 
Community College carpentry 
class instructor David Van Cise 
on the correct way to use a 
hammer. As part of part ofa teen 
summer job safety campaign, 
high school seniors learned about 
wearing safety glasses, hard liats, 
ear plugs and other safety items 
on a construction site. 

JUAN DALE BROWN 
juan.dale.brown@scripps.com 
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Pizza parlor benefit 1:0' raise 
money for student in coma 

The community is rallying behind the 
family of a critically injured teen with well 
wishes and a fund-raiser on April 27 to help 
defray Erika Rinelli's mounting medical 

. expenses and long road to recovery. 
The benefit is 4 to 9 

p.m. at Big Apple Pizza and 
Pasta, 2311 S. 35th St. in Fort 
Pierce, across from Indian 
River Community Coiiege: 
Every penny of food sales 
will be earmarked for the 
teen. There will also be a 
bounce house and other 
activities for children. 

Rinelli, 17, a junior cheer-

and commercial rehabilitation, the creation· 
of historic preservation and local history 
materials, from books to brochures. 

Winners will be announced May 29. Nom
inees ,- individual, organization, business or 
agency - must be in the city limits. 

Photographs, plans and publications can 
accompany nomination forms, which are 

· available at the city clerk's office on the third 
floor of city hall, 100 N. U.S. 1. 

For information, call (772) ~0-2200. 

t 

Rlnelll 
leader at John Carroll High , 

School in Fort Pierce, was seriously hurt this l 
month in a ·car accident. She is in a medi- 1 
cally induced coma, breathing on a ventilator 
at St. Mary's Medical Center in West Palm 
Beach. As sl;ie struggles to survive, the 
family's insurance has -been exhausted. 

Rinelli faces multiple corrective and 
reconstructive surgeries, but her family 
remains optimistic. 

'We are so overwhelmed and blown away 
by the kindness and support our family has 
received from the community," father Don 
Rinelli said. "If tears could describe our 
family's gratitude, I can guarantee you tl;iere 
would be no water shortage in Florida for a 
long time to come." 

The Van Duzer Foundation, the event's 
host, was recently created to help local fami
lies and individuals in crisis. President Scott 
Van Duzer, owner of Big Apple Pizza, is the 
parent of a John Carroll student 

For information or to help the Rinelli fam
ily, call (772) 528-3467 or e-mail 
webmaster@thevanduzerfoundation.com. 
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INVEST IT 
Learn about investment strategies 

Today's retirees are living longer than 
those of any previous generation -
recently retired couples, or those 

planning to retire in the near future, could 
need an income for 20 years or more. 

Although Social Security and/or fixed-re
tirement incomes help, investments can let 
many seniors continue to live comfortable 
lifestyles - even if they start investing rela
tively late in life. 

There are some general strategies for 
seniors looking for financial stability as well 
as shorter-term financial reward. 

There are also caveats: No one is guar
anteed to make money from investments, 
and possibilities for fraud exist. 

Take some time to learn about investing 
and investment firms and develop a plan to 
achieve some degree of investment success. 

The first step is an assessment of your 
financial situation and goals, including how 

. much you can afford to invest and how 
much to realistically expect to receive. 

For instance, those 10 years away from 
retirement. might be more interested in 
slightly riskier investment products, seeking 
higher-risks, higher-rewards possibilities. 

Seniors planning for a shorter term, · 
such as five or fewer years, probably want 
to avoid. risky investments, which can' 
change in value rapidly, making it harder to 

sell at the best possible time. 
Because of this inherent market volatil

ity, seniors should have some basic knowl
edge of the market system. Unless they have 
the time and knowledge to study and follow 

. market trends, they should consider turning 
to professional financial planners or invest
ment advisers. 

Many of these professionals can provide 
advice concerning a complete financial 
plan, · evaluating various aspects of a per
son's financial status and deyeloping a strat
egy for meeting financial goals. 

Before choosing a financial advisor, 
however, seniors should take the following 
steps to learn some basics about investing. 
► Many organizations, such as the 

AARP, provide information, including work
shops. They can help seniors become famil- 1 

iar with terms needed to understand stocks, / 
bonds and various investment strategies. 
► Check with a local community col- \ 

lege, such as Indian River Community Col
~fo( courses covering mvestmems, pa1- I 
ticwa.rly investments for senior citizens. • , 
► Talk to friends concerning their expe- I 

riences with fman~ial advisors or plans. , 
► Consider possible options before con

tacting a fmancial advisor. 
► Read all agreements carefully and un- , 

derstand any commission schedule. 



Claudine, 18, Katherine, 18, Tia, 18, MJ, 18, Amber, 17, and Ketlyne, 
18. 

Keith Martorana, Julie Abbarno, Erin Siegel, Sarah Golden and 
Kris Wischmeier . 

' . 

Florida State University 
student Trevor Col~man, 19, 

· and Courtney Dolan, 17. 

Senior Erika Gerstner, 17, 
and her prom date. 

Jade Smith, 17, and Ja'Mal Tolbert, 17, (of Vero 
Beach High School) . . 

John Brazil, 18, and Amber Green, 17: 

Junior Heather Ferguson, 17, and senior 
Sarah Ferguson, 18. Natalia Corol'!_a, 17, and Ryan Ocasio, 18. 
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·1RCC Off~rs Free Seminar In Indiantown _, ..,7~y 

The Indian River Community College Business and Technol- I 
ogy Incubator, in partnership with the Indiantown Chamber of Com
merce, will offer a free s~minar, "How to Start A Home-Based Busi-

. ness" at the Indiantown Educatio~ Center,, 15665 SW Osceola Street, 
Indiantown, on Wednesday, April 30, from n.oon to 1' p.m. and on 
Wednesday, 'May 7, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The presenter, James 
T. "Tom;' Gallman, currently serves as Senior. Area Manager and 
is the Florida Small Business Development Center Project Officer 
for th'e Small Business Administration Office (SMA)Jocated in Fort 

- . , , 

Pierce. Gallman graduated .cum laude from the University of West 
Florida with a B.A. in Economics, worked seven years in ba,nking 
in Northwest Florida and was employed by the U.S. Small Business 
Admmistration over 25 years. , 

Seating is limited and registration is required. To register and 
for more information, contact Karen Schreiner at (772) 419-5690 or. 
email at kschrein@ircc.edu . 

SEBASTIAN p,-c!i?!,s , 
IRCC hosm:ig · -:$wni:4( " \ 
special registration '1-i 1 - : 

Indian River Community 
Colle~ 1s hosbng a. spectm: 
regis anon event at 6 p.m. 
April 22 at the Historic Sebas
tian Elementary School site. 

I 

I 

S-,uP.~T NEW~ 
I MARTIN COUNTY -fl-/- ~8' 

Pledge to Vote April register 
at school month announced 

The .Martin County Supervisor of Elections I 
Office will conduct "Pledge to Vote" voter regis- , 
tration drives on the following school cam- I 
puses: 

- • April 8, IRC.S, Chastain Campus, 10 a.m. tb I 
lp.m. . . 

• April 10, Spectrum Jr . / Sr High School, 10 l 
to 11 a.m. · · ·! 

• April 11, The Pine School, 2 to 3 p.m. 1 

. • April 16, Florida Atlantic University, St 1· 

Lucie West Campus, 1 to 5 p.m. · 
• April 17, IRCC1 Chastain Campus, 10 a.m. • 

to 1 p.m. · · ' 
• April 22, Martin County High School, 10 

a.ni. to noon. , 
• April 23, Hobe Sound Bible College, 8 a.m. 

to noon. 
• April 25, South Fork High School, 10 a.m: I 

to•noon. . 
• TBA, Clark Advanced Learning Center at 

IRCC Wolf Center. _ ' j 
For more information, contact Supervisor of 

. Elections Vicki Davis at (772) 288-5637. 

During the information ses
sion, IRCC advisors will bE! 
available to answer questions, 
assist with applications and -
demonstrate how to use the 
IRCC Web site for registration. 

IRCC Offers Free Seminar In Indiantown 

Slimmer classes begin the 
week of May 6, so this event is 
the opportunity to get advice 
and · make plans for summer 
classes now. Adults who · are 
looking to change careers, re
cent high-schoolgraduates and 
current higb.-school students 
are encouraged to _ attend. This 
free informational session will 
also explain the different types 
of classes that IRCC offers and 
the associated certificates and 
degrees that can be earn~. 

_ Katie Nall, IRCC Mueller 1 
Campus program director, is 
now available at Historic Se
bastian Elementary School 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Mondays and noon to 4 p.m. 
Fridays. She will be available 
to answer questions about 
classes, provide guidance 
counseling and help students 
with questions related to IRCC 
courses. 

For more information call 
toll-free at (866) 866-4722 or reg-
ister online at www.irc.edu / 

The Indian River Community Colleg{'.>.Business and Tech-
• I 

nology Incubator, in partnership with the Indiantown Chamber 
of Commerce, will offer _a free seminar, "How to Start A Home
Based Business" at the Indiantown Education Center, 15665 SW 
Osceola, Street, Indiantown, on Wednesday, April 30, from noon 
to 1 p.m. and on Wednesday, May 7, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The 
presenter, James T. "Tom" Gallman, currently serves as Senior 
Area Manager and is the Florida Small Business Development 
Center Project Officer for the Small Business Administration Of
fice (SMA) located in Fort Pierce. Gallman graduated cum laude 
from the University of West Florida with a B.A. in Economics, 
worked seven years in banking in Northwest Florida and was em
ployed _by the U.S. Small Business Administration over 25 years. 

Seating is limited and registration is required. To register and 
for more information, contact Karen Schreiner at (772) 419-5690 
or email at kschrein@ircc.edu. H4'1N11hAI~ '#e41,1.s 
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Builders parbler with Workforce Development Board 
BY MEGAN MACHIEW 
REGAN COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 
Posted on YourHub.com 

Two hundred Treasure Coast stu.
dents recently spent their Satu.rday at 
an all-day summit . exploring careers 

· and talking to leaders from a variety of 
industries. 

Representing the construction in
dustry, the Treasure Coast Builders As· 
sociation gave eight 15--minute ')lower 
session" presentations at the seventh 
annual Youth Summit, which was or
ganized by the Workforce Development 
Board 0f the Treasure Coast. 

Held on the main campus of Indian 
River Community College, the summit 
was designed to provide youth ranging 
in age from 14 to 18 with career explo
ration and assist them in making deci
sions about futu.re education and 
training. Tw.elve employers from a va
riety of career fields gave presentations 
to small groups of 25 youth - 200 youth 
in total. 

During its eight sessions, TCBA 
showed a &-minute video profiling the 
various careers found in the building 
industry. Two industry spokespersons, 
TCBA president Randy Berry and 
TCBA Special Projects Director Maddie 
Williams, provided more detail on the 
association 's Carpentr y Framer 
program at the college and . Future 
Builder of America clubs now in place 
in area high schools, and they an
swered the stu.dents' questions. 

"Questions ranged from how much 
money can you make to do you enjoy 

,~~~:_ .,, 

'lhl, t.l\·' . 

. ·n• .. · i · 
. H M' 
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MEGAN MACHIELA • Posted on YourHub.com 
Treasure Coast Builders Association President Randy Berry, volunteer Nate 
WIibur of Culpepper & Terpening, Inc. and TCBA Special Projects Director Maddie 
Williams outlined the various careers available in the construction industry to 
200 area youth. . 

your job," said Berry. "Several stu.dents 
asked about opportu.nities available 
now to help better prepare them for a 
career in construction." 

The full-day program included work
shops on issues important to teens, a 
career fair, and motivational speakers. 

TCBA is a 1,200-plus member associ
ation that represents and protects the 
interests of the building industry in 

Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River and 
Okeechobee counties. Membership is 
comprised of builders, developers, 
sulK:ontractors, suppliers, lenders, ar
chitects, realtors, and manufacturers 
who are dedicated to building statu.re 
and respect for the industry in the com
munity. 

For more information, please visit 
www.treasurecoastba.com. 



Indiantown Middle School Parents In°vited to Learn About 
Clark Advanced Learning Center: Your Public Charter 
High School :£ If,,/,~ rl hle1.Y?1 'J/l't().S 

,jl-/d-t,f' 

Parents oflndiantown Middle School students are invited to learn 
about the qark Advanced Leaming Center (CALC), a public char- 1 

ter hjgh school in Stuart, at a presentation during Parent Conference 
Night at Indiantown Middle School. This will provide parents with 
a convenient one-stop opportunity to meet with their child's teachers \ 
and also learn about-the educational opportunities available at the 

1 CALC, where students benefit from learning linked to their career \ 
interests and opportunities to earn college credits for free. CALC stu
dents develop advanced technology skills, and each student receives 
a laptop computer while enrolled in the school. 

Clark Advanced Leaming Center Presentation at Indiantown 
Middle School Parent Conference Night 
16303 SW Farm Road, Indiantown 
Tuesday, April 15, 2008 
In English - 6:30 p.m. 
In Spanish- 7:00 p.m. 

f . 

The Clark Advanced Leaming Center is located on the Indian 
River Community Colleg·e Chastain Campus in Stuart at 2400 S.E. 
Salemo Road. The national model high school serves about 200 high 
school sophomores,juniors and seniors with div.erse interests. CALC 
students participate in learning experiences relevant to their career 
interests and real-world projects that inspire motivation and achieve-. . ' . 
ment. 

CALC students have the opportunity to earn college cred_its at no 
cost while still in high school. In fact, many CALC students gradu
ate with a year of college completed, a savings of at least $3,000 at a 
public university and $20,000 at a private university. 

The Clark Advanced Learning _ Center provides important ben
efits: 

• A small school environment where students do not get lost in 
the crowd 

• Opportunities to learn and use technology in every subject 
• A personal laptop computer for research and projects 
• Career~based internships based on students' interests 
• Student activities including athletics, prom, yearbook and 

clubs 
Applications for the 2008/2009 school year are now being ac

_cepted. An application and more information may be obtained at 
clarkadvancedleamingcenter.org or call (772) 419-5751 with any 
questions. · 
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Former Liberian politician speaks out about plight 
BY TYLER TREADWAY 
tyler . treadway@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - The people 
of Liberia, not the Liberian 
government, have to fix the 
massive problems that face the 
war-ravaged ·west African 
country, says Bishop Bennie 
D. Warner. 

"People have got to realize 
that government can't do ev
erything," said Warner, for
mer head of the United Meth
odist Conference of Liberia. 
"And our experience in Libe
ria is that government can't do 
anything well. I should know." 

Warner -knows because he 
also was vice president of Libe
r ia from 1977 to 1980, when the 
government · of President Wil
liam R. Tolbert Jr. was over
thrown by a group of soldiers 
led by Samuel K. Doe. 

Warner preached his ser-

mon of self-initiative Saturday 
at the Koblegard Student 
Union at Indian River Commu
yity Co)le~ during an event to · 
raise money to build at least 
three health-care clinics in 
Grand BasSa County, Liberia, 
an area about 150 miles east of 
the capital city, Monrovia. 

The event was sponsored by 
the Grand Bassa County Asso
ciation, a group of former resi
dents of the county now living 
in the United States. 

"Liberia has just gone 
through years of devastating 
civil wars that left 250,000 peo
ple dead and thousands of peo
ple homeless and children or
phaned," Warner said. "The 
country is in dire need, espe
cially the rural areas. There 
· are no roads, there is no run
ning water and there is no 
electricity in most of Liberia." 

The country's needs, Warner 
said, "are overwhelming. So 
much so that it leaves you 
wondering where to start, how 
to start. Well, you start by tak
ing little steps to help alleviate 
the situation.''. 

Warner said he has been 
away from Liberia for 28 
years, "but I keep tabs on 
what's going on. I've been very 
active all along working with 
others in the Liberian Diaspo
ra. · I encourage them to take 
advantage of the opportunity 
to get an education while 
they're here in the . United 
States, to learn things that will 
get them ready for the · chal
lenges that we must face in re
buildfng om; country.'' 

Warner said expatriated Li
berians are "starting to trickle 
back" to their homeland. 

In part, he blamed the ·cur-

rent government in Monrovia, 
led by President Ellen John
son-Sirleaf, a Harvard-trained 
economist, · for not leading a 
movement to rebuild the coun
try. 

"I haven't seen that they've 
come up with any national 
post-war strategic plan," he 
said. "It's very discouraging. 
Japan and . Germany rebuilt 
their · countries after World 
War II by looking to the future 
and educating their people. I'm 
not seeing us doing that." 

Warner said he has no polit
ical aspirations in Liberia, but 
he plans to visit the country in 
February. 

"I should be there to look at 
things for myself," he said. 
"It's going to be tough. It's not 
the same country is was 28 
years ago when I left. But I 
think I'm ready.'' · 

'f"" 

LIBERIA AND BISHOP BERNIE D. WARNER,~: 

• 1847: The Republic of Liberia is formed, led by former American 
slaves repatriated to the west coast of Africa. 
• 1977: While serving as bishop of the United Methodist Conference 
of Liberia, Warner is selected by President William R, Tolpert Jr. to 
serve as vice pres/dent after the death of James Edward Greene. 
• April 1980: TheJ◊lbert government is overthrown by a group of. 
s·oldiers led by SamLJel K. D,oe. Tolbert is killed; Warner flees to the · 
United States. .- · . . · 
• 1989-1996: A civil war ends with Charles G; Taylor as the authori-
tarian leader of Liberia. . . 
• 1999-2003: A second civil war ousts Taylqr from power. . 
• Nov. 8, 2005: Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, a Harvard-trained economist, 
is elected president of Liberia. 
• Present: After several posts as a college teacher and pastor in Ok
lahoma aRd Arkansas, Warner is interim pastor of the 1,500-member 
Mustang United Methodist Church in Mustang, Okla. ' 
• For informatibn about helping the Grand Bassa Cbunty Ass"ociation, 
contact Jerome Gayman at (772) 940-2,871 or Jenni.fer Wilson at 
(772) 882-1399; e-mail: jzg130@aol.com. · 
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· Media C~is Communications 
The .mQ.f, Business Incubator1 the Entrepre

neur Devel6pment lristitute at IRCC and the Eco
nomic Council of Martin County are holding a 
free "Lunch & Learn" Seminar in Martin County 
-"Media Crisis Communications - How to Turn 
Every Media Encounter jnto a Media Opportuni-
ty." 

Presenter Sam Yates, president/owner of 
Yates & Associates, public relations and advertis
ing, wip. cover some of the major causes of busi
ness failures and some ideas on how.to overcome 
them. 

Yates, whose voice is familiar to radio listen-
ers especially following hurricanes, has assisted · .I 

companies and nonprofit agencies· all over the ~ 
country through a variety of crisis situations 
more than 30 years. 

The free seminar is made possible through a 
grant from the Coleman & Hughes Foundation. 1 

It is Wednesday, April 16, from noon to 1 p.m. l 
at Wolf High Technology Center, IRCC's Chastain / ' 
Campus, 2400 SE Salemo Road in Stuart. 

Refreshments will be served but seating is I 
limited. Register online at www.ircc.edu/ccti the 
Corporate & Community Training Institute Web · 
site. Go to the 'TrainingMatrix' and click on EDI 

· Lunch & Learn. For more information on the EDI 
or other business solution and employee training 

. opportunities call the · CCTI · toll free at 
1~283-1177. Fpr more infonnation about the 
IRCC Business and Teclu:tology Incubator; con
tact Karen Schreiner at (772) 419-5690 or by e
mail at kschrein@ircc.edu. 

Free youth-oriented 
· work-readiness program 

Young adults age 21 or under, who have not 
yet found the right career, now have an outstand
ing opportunity to prepare for the world of work 
Through. a grant from the State of 'Florida, the 
Workforce Development Board of the Treasure 

· Coast is offering a free, three-week class to learn 
the skills that impress employers and gain access 
to entry-level jobs. 

Two class sessions · limited to 15 students 
each will be offered. The first is May 5 through 
May 23. The second is June 2 through June 23. 
Class is held from 9 am. to 3:30 p.m. Monday · 
through Friday in Fort Pierce. 

Interested? Attend an orientation on Thurs-
. day, April 24, 2 p.m at the Fort Pierce One Stop 
Career Center at 2415 South 29th Street south of 
Vrrginia Avenue. The program will be reviewed 1 
and the application process will begin at this . / 
meeting. 

To be·eligible to participate, students must be , 
21 or under, be able to score above the 8th grade 
level on .a basic education test (TABE) .and be 
able to document a ftllancial need. Applicants 
should bring copies of the following documents 
to the orientation: pay stubs or other means of 
financial support of all immediate family mem
bers in the household; birth certificate and Social 

· Security carcl. . 
Successful completers of the program receive · 

a Work Certified credential that demonstrates to 
potentjal employers the candidate possesses the j 

· ability t;o be a valuable employee. · 
For more information about the Work Certi

fied program and to make a reservation for the 
orientation, contact Diana Rew at (772) 335-3030 
· ext 839 or at drew@tcjobs.org. 

If you have news that has an impact on workers ·or 
uther members of the employment <:9mmunity, send 
·your information to nichepublications 
@yahoo.com. 
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Alternative energy conference today 
~ndian River Community College plans to host a roundtable confer-

. ence on alternative energy today from 8 a.m. to noon. U.S. Rep. Tim 
MahoneY, D-Palm Beach Gardens, is slated to chair the meeting at the 
college's Kight Center for Emerging Technologies in Fort Pierce. 

Experts from Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute to the Florida 
Solar Energy Center at the University of Florida plan to discuss "the 
impact and potential benefits of clean energies in the economic devel
opment of the Treasure Coast." Contact IRCC at (866) 866-4722. 
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How much would clean I 

· . energy cost Floridians? 

ENERGY 
FROM PAGEA1 

imaginative ways to find sus
tainable energy that's avail
able from all sources." 

Pelton said he asked U.S. 
Rep. Tim Mahoney, D-Palm 
Beach Gardens, for money to
ward an alternative energy re
search center here that would 
partner organizations such as 
Harbor Branch Oceanographic 
Institution and the University 

Experts discuss alternative energy, from solar 
to ocean power, at IRCC forum 

BY GABRIEL MARGASAK · 
gabriel.margasak@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Cold ocean 
water could one day air-con
dition Florida buildings. 

Sugarcane that uses the 
least amount of fertilizer and 
water might produce billions 
of gallons of ethanol in Flori
da. 

Experts in alternative ener
gy from solar to ocean power 
discussed • the possibilities 
Monday during a forum at 
Indian River Community Col-
4e. 

Local and national leaders 
say the Treasure Coast , is 
poised to become a real "Re
search Coast," where science 

at a growing number of insti
tutions here might tum such 
alternative energy technolo
gies into commercial reali
ties. 

"We can be a primary 
source of research. Each of 
the institutes brings their 
own variety of scientific · ex
ploration to the table," said 
Larry Pelton, president of the 
Economic Development 
Council of St. Lucie Cowity. 
"And we can create · very 

See ENERGY, page AB 

INSIDE: St. Lucie columnist 
Anth0ny Westbury talks about 
alternative energy. B5 

'We can be a primary source of research. 

Each of the institutes brings their own variety 

of scientific exploration to the table." 

Larry Pelton, president of the Economic Development 
Council of St. Lucie County 

of Florida. 
But a key question of the 

day surrounded another type 
of green power - the cost of 
these alternative energy 
sources. 

Chemical engineering Pro
fessor James R. Brenner,. who 
is researching hydrogen fuel 
cell technology at the Florida 
Institute of Technology said · 
cleaner energy might cost a 
person 30 percent more. 

But Floridians could reap 
the financial benefits of the 
new technologies. 

Mahoney told conference at
tendees he envisions Florida 
as a leader in ethanol that 
comes from plants not used for 
food: building an industry that 
creates jobs and economic re
covery from recession. 

"We've got the farmers. 
We've got the growers," he 
said. "So Florida has an edge." 

Malioney said he intends to 
steer money toward Treasure 
Coast schools to tum out fu
ture alternative energy ex
perts. 

He indicated "training will 

prepare workers for 3 million 
new 'green' jobs over 10 . 
years." · 

The congressman also 
touted congressional farm and 
energy bills that mandate 
more ethanol be blended into 
gas beginning in 2010 and pro
vide more money for research. 

Mary Duryea, a professor at 
the University of Florida's In
stitute of Food and Agricultur
al Sciences, said research is 
going on in Fort Pierce sur
rounding certain plants and 
wood to produce ethanol. 
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sustainable energy that's · 
available from all sources." 

Pelton said he asked U.S. 
Rep. Tim Mahoney, D-Palm 
Beach Gardens, for money to
ward an alternative energy re
search center here that would 
partner organizations such as 
Harbor Branch Oceanographic 
Institution and the University 
of Florida. 

But a key question of the 
day surrounded another type 
of green power - the cost of. 
these alternative energy 
sources. 

Chemical engineering Pro
fessor James R. Brenner, who 
is researching hydrogen fuel 
cell technology at the F1orida 
Institute of Technology said 
cleaner energy might cost a 
person 30 percent more. 
\. 
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energy cost Flondians? 
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Experts di?cuss alternative energy, from 
solar to ocean power, at IRCC forum 

BY GABRIEL MARGASAK 
gabriel.margasak@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Cold ocean · 
water could one day air-con
dition F1orida buildings. 

Sugarcane that uses the 
least amount of fertilizer and 
water· might produce billions 
of gallons of ethanol in F1ori-_ 
da. 

Experts in alternative ener
gy from solar to ocean power 
discussed the possibilities 
Monday during a forum at 
Indian River Community 
College. 

' Local' and national leaders 
say the Treasure Coast is 
poised to become a real "Re
search Coast," where science 

at a growing number of insti
tutions here might tum such . 
alternative energy technolo
gies into commercial reaµ
ties. 

"We can be a primary 
source . of research. Each of 
the institutes brings their 
own variety of scientific ex
ploration to the table," said 
Larry Pelton, president of the 
Economic ·Development 
Council of St. Lucie County. 
"And we can create very 
imaginative ways to find 

See ENERGY, page AB 

INSIDE: Anthony Westbury talks 
about alternative energy. B1 

"We can be a primary source of research. 

Each of the institutes brin~ their own variety 

of scientific exploration to the table." 

Larry Pelton; president of the Economic Developm~nt 
Council of St. Lucie County 

But F1oridians could reap 
the financial benefits of .:the 
new technologies. 

Mahoney told conference at
tendees he envisions F1orida 
as a leader in ethanol that 
comes from plants not used for 
food, building an industry that 
creates jobs and economic re
covery from recession. 

"We've got the farmers. 
We've got the growers," he 
said. "So Florida has an edge." 

Mahoney said he intends to 
steer money toward Treasure 
Coast schools to tum out fu
ture alternative eMrgy ex
perts. 

He indicated "training will 
prepare workers for 3 million 
new 'green' jobs . over 10 
years." 

The congressman also 
touted congressional farm and 
energy bills that mandate 
more ethanol be blended into 
gas beginning in 2010 and pro
vide more money for research. · 

Mary Duryea, a professor at 
the University of F1orida's In
stitute of Food and Agricultur
al Sciences, said research is 
going on in Fort Pierce sur
rounding certain plants and· 
wood to produce ethanol. 

"This will help landowners 
pick the best crops for ener

. gy," she said. 
But ethanol has been highly 

controversial surrounding its 
effect on the world food ,supply 
and questions about how 
much and the cleanliness of 
energy that can be produced. 

"We've got all the technolo
gy we need right now to make 
electric cars," said north Hut
chinson Island resident Robert 
Tabor, 79, · who attended the 
conference. "Ethanol perpetu
ates the internal · combustion 
engine, which we need to get 

· rid of." 
But there are a plethora of 

other energetic ideas being re
searched now, such as build-

ing "underwater windmills" 
that harness the power of the 
Gulf Stream. 

Such technology could re
duce F1orida's 98 percent reli
ance on imported fuel and the 
hunger for energy that's· grow
ing at a rate equal. to one nu-

. clear power plant a year, said 
Frederick R. Driscoll, an asso
ciate professor at F1orida At
lantic University's Center of 
Excellence in Ocean Energy 
Technology in Dania Beach. 
· "We're the best place to de

velop the technology to har
ness this," he said. 

But Driscoll said the key is 1 

starting with small test proj
ects that will lead to the poli
cies and infrastructure neces-

. sary to make ocean power 
work. ~ 

That includes safety system 
such as acoustic warnings for 
marine life and the ability to 
stop a turbine when a whale 
gets to close. 
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Experts fire up discrission on alternative energy at IRCC 
'We can be a primary 

source of research. Each of · 

the institutes brings their 
own variety of scientific 
exploration to the table." 

Larry Pelton, president of the 
Economic Development Council of 
St. Lucie County 

INSIDE: Columnist Anthony Westbury asks 
what's the next cash crop for biofuels? 81 

. I 

BY GABRIEL MARGASAK 
gabriel.margasak@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Cold ocean water could one day 
air-condition Florida buildings; 

Sugar· cane that uses the least amount of fertil
izer and water might produce billions of gallons of 
ethanol in Florida. 

Experts in alternative energy from solar to ocean 
power discussed the possibilities Monday during a 
forum at Indian River Community College, 

Local and national leaders say the Treasure 
Coast is poised to become a real "Research Coast," 
where science at a growing number' of institutions 
here might tum such alternative energy technolo
gies into commercial realities. 

"We can be a primary source ofresearch. Each of 
the institutes brings their own variety of scientific 
exploration to the table," said Larry Pelton, presi
dent of the Economic Development Council, of St. 

Lucie County. "And we can create very imagina
tive ways to fmd sustainable energy that's avail
able frotn all sources." 

Pelton said he asked U.S. Rep. Tim Mahoney, · 
D-Palm Beach Gardens, for money toward an alter
native energy research center here that would part
ner organizations such as Harbor Branch Oceano
graphic Institution and the University of Florida. 

But a key question of the day surrounded anoth
er type of green power - the cost of these alterna
tive energy sources. 

Chemical engineering Professor James R. Bren
ner, who is researching hydrogen fuel cell technol
ogy at the Florida Institute of Technology said 

· cleaner energy might cost a person 30 percent 
more. 

.... But Floridians could reap the fmancial benefits 

See ENERGY, page AB 
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of the new technologies. 
Mahoney told conference at

tendees he envisions Florida 
as a . leadet in ethanol that 
comes from plants not used for 
food, building an industry that 

. creates jobs and economic re
covery from recession. 

"We've got the farmers. 
We've got the growers," he 

· said. "So Florida has an edge." 
Mahoney said he intends to 

steer money toward Treasure 
Coast schools to turn out fu
ture alternative energy ex
perts. 

He indicated "training will 
prepare workers for 3 million 
new 'green' jobs over 10 
years." 

The congressman also 
touted congressional farm and 
energy bills that mandate 
more ethanol be ble:nded into 
gas beginning in 2010 and pro
vide more money for research. 

Mary Duryea, a professor at 
the University of Florida's In
stitute of Food and Agricultur-

al Sciences, said research is 
going on in Fort Pierce sur
rounding certain plants and 
w:ood to produce ethanol. 

"This will help landowners 
pick the best crops for ener
gy," she said. 

But ethanol has been highly 
controversial surrounding its 
effect on the world food supply 
and questions about how 
much and the cleanliness of 
energy that can be produced. 
, "We've got all the technolo
gy we need right now to make 
electric cars," said north Hut
chinson Island resident Robert 
Tabor, 79, who attended the 
conference. "Ethanol perpetu
ates the internal combustion 
engine,' which we need to get 
rid of." 

But there are a plethora of 
other energetic ideas being re
searched now, such as build
ing "underwater windmills" 
that harness the power of the 
Gulf Stream. 

Such technology could re
duce Florida's 98 percent reli
ance on imported fuel and the 
hunger for energy that's grow
ing at a rate equal to one nu-

clear power plant a year, said 
Frederick R. Driscoll, an asso
ciate professor at Florida At
lantic • University's Center of 
Excellence in Ocean Energy 
Technology in Dania Beach. 

"We're the best place to de
velop . the technology to har
ness this," he said. 

But Driscoll said the key is 
. starting with small test proj

ects that will lead to the poli
cies and infrastructure neces
sary to make ocean power 
work. 

That includes safety system 
such as acoustic warnings for 
marine life and the ability to 
stop a turbine when a whale 
gets to close. 

Such dangers were foremost 
on the mind of John Holt, a · 
Fort Pierce resident who re
tired from Harbor Branch 
after.27 years as an engineer. 

"What scares me is that we 
may stumble on ahead without 
thinking about what the conse
quence might be," he said. • 

His former colleagues at the 

aquatic research institute are 
working other technologies. 

For example, scientists are 
continuing research into how 
aquatic organisms use en
zymes to break down food for 
energy - which has the poten
tial for commercial energy pro
duction. 

Some of that work takes 
place 3,000 feet under the sea. 

"If we look at new habitats 
we'll find · new microorgan
isms," said Peter McCarthy, 
Harbor Branch's head · of mi
crobiology. "We'll find things 
science has never seen before." , 
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ANTHONY 
WESTBURY 
ST. LUCIE COUNTY 

What's the 
next cash 
crop for 
biofuels? 

It must be an election year. 
Why else would State Rep. Tim Ma

honey on Monday argue that making 
fuel from sugar cane stalks will help 
preserve national security? Whatever 
his reasons, Mahoney as keynote 
speaker at IRCC's Alternative Ener- 1 

gies Rounchahie was on the right 
track. 

He's pushing the local production 
of cellulosic ethanol from citrus and 
other South Florida agricultural 
waste, as opposed to using corn from 
the Midwest. 

We now know what a mistake that 
was. Corn-derived ethanol is being 
blamed for making almost everything 
we eat (and corn is in almost every
thing) more expensive because food 
and fuel interests are colliding and 
competing. 

But using either farm waste or spe
cial non-food crops to produce ethanol 
makes more sense. In addition _to re
dudng our dependence on foreign oil, 
it could also reinvigorate Florida's · 
biggest traditional industry, agricul
ture. And that could have highly de
sirable results for us, where more 

· than 250,000 acres in St. Lucie County 
are still in farm use. 

Mahoney wants federal research 
money for biofuels and he wants it 
(not unexpectedly) to stay within his 
district. 

There aren't many here who'd ar
gue with that, but just how close to us 1 

will it get? Monday's conference re
vealed a gap between what's scientifi
cally just around the corner and ' I 
what's needed on the ground now. 

Just last week, I listened in on a 
discussion about alternative-fuel 
crops from the growers' point of view. 

. A long-time St. Lucie citrus grower 
told the group that he wants to grow 
them; he's ready to start now, but he 
and his fellow growers don't know 
which crop to choose. Should it be 
sweet sorghum or is something else 
more suitable? Almost every week, he 
said, sales reps stop by to sell him the 
latest and greatest in bio-fuels. He 
doesn't know if it's a scam or not; he 

. needs some good advice. 
The local industry trade group, the 

Indian River Citrus League, says 
something similar, but good : impar
tial advice seems in short supply 
these days. 

Traditionally, the University of 
Florida has done the lion's share of 
practical research on citrus issues. 
They've been the go-to guys for more 
than 50 years. Yet these days UF has 
budget problems of its own. Faced 
with shortfalls in state funding, the 
UF empire looks to be retreating back 
up Interstate-75 to Gainesville rather 

, than expanding its reach here. 
UF scientists seem to be endorsing 

the use of sugar cane stalks for bio
fuel, but information on other suit
able crops is sketchy. It seems to me 
there's a leadership vacuum in an i.p
dustry under so much threat from 
the combined effects of disease and 
development. 

At Monday's conference I failed to 
see more than a handful of agricultur
ists. That's a· pity. Maybe the guys 
with dirt under their fingernails 
didn't think the research stuff applies 
to them. Perhaps they feel a bit left 
out in the county's rush for high
paying biotech jobs. Maybe they 
sense their time in the sun is passing. 

I think they still have a lot to con
tribute. 

As Mahoney pointed out, growing 
our own energy has to be preferable 
to relying on Middle Eastern coun
tries for our oil. Yet it's not just about 
politics. We . can enjoy economic 
self-sufficiency and ensure the contin
ued viability of an important Ameri
can industry at the same time by 
looking hard --:-- and fast - at bio
mass crops. 

We need another round-table event, 
but next time let's make it for the 
farmers, too. 
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Blogging seminar o/'~ 3C'.~I 
scheduled at IRCC .,.-... :~e.1 

The _Indian River Comnmni
ty CoUege Entrepreneur Devel
opment Institute, the Econom
ic Development Council of St. 
Lucie County and the Corpo
rate and Community Training 
Institute at IRCC will sponsor 
a free double seminar, "Blog
ging & Weblogs: The 21st Cen
tury Way to Reach Your Cus
tomers and County" and 
"State Business Initiatives" 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 10 
in room B-120 on the IRCC 
main campus. 

To register, go online to 
www.ircc.edu/ ccti, then to 
"TrainingMatrix" and click on 
"EDI Lunch and Learn." 

For information, call the 
IRCC Corporate & Community 
Training Institute at (888) 1 

283-1177. I 

From staff reports 
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The Corporate' & Cornmuni-
. · ty Training Institute is offering 

programs to help you get 
ahead . . 

· , ► -_Hunicane / Disaster 
Preparation and the Impor
tance of Business Interruption · 
lnstirance. Free. Friday, May 
2, noon to 1 p.m. at Richard
son Center, IRCC's Mueller 
Campus, Vero Beach. · 

► Becoming a Champion 
of · Change. Free. Wednesday, 
May 21, noon to 1 p.m., Wolf 
High Technology Cente~ at' 
IRCC's Chastain Campus in 
Stuart. 

Register online at 
www.frcc.edl)lccti. For more 
information call the CCTI toll 
free at .1-888-283-1177. For 
more information about th~ 
IRCC Bysiness and Technolo
gy Incubator, contact Karen 
Schreiner at (772) 419-5690 or 
by e-mail at kschrein@ircc.e
du. 

mcc: 
Indian River Community 

College, soon t,o be Indian Riv-
. er College, will hold a public 
service information session 
Tuesday, May 6, at 6 p.m. 
Learn about rewarding ca- I 
reers in Fire Safety, Cpminal -1 

Justice, Legal Services and 
Human Services. Find . out ' 
more about the new Treasure 
Coast Public Safety Complex. 
IRCC . Indian River Academy 
Site at 5900 Tedder Road, Fort 

. Pierce. For more information, 
call 1-866-8664 722. And visit 
'them on ,the Web at www.irc
c.edu. 

Jfyo1;1 have news that has an im
pact on wbrkers or other mem
bers of the employment'corrimu
nity, send your information to 
nic hepublication s 
@yahoo.com. 
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Preparation and the Impor
tance of Business Interruption 
Insurance. Free. Friday, May 
2, noon · to 1 p.m. at Richard
son - Center, IRCC'~ · Mueller 
Campus; Vero Beach. 

► Becoming a Champion 
of Change. -Free. Wednesday, 1 

May 21, noon to 1 p.m., Wolf 
High Technology Center at 
IRCC's Chastain Campus in , 
Stuart. ., 

Register online at 1 

www.ircc.edu/ccti. For more · 
infomiati.on call' the CCTI toll 
free at 1-888-283-1177: For 
more information about the . 
IRCC Business and Technolo-
gy Incubaror, contact Karen 
Schreiner at (772) 4Ht.569(for , 
by e-mail at kschrein@ircc.e-
du. 
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• Indian River Community 
1 

,College, soon to be Indian Riv- ! 

er College, will .ti.old a p$lic 
service information session 
Tuesday, MaY. 6, at 6 p.m. 
Learn about rewarding ca
reers in Fire Safety, Criminal 
Justice, Legal Services and 
Human Services. . · Find out 
more about the new Treasure 

, Coast Public Safety Complex. . · 
IRCC Indian River Academy ' 

. Sif.e at 5900 Tedder Road, Fort 
Pierce. For more information, · 
'call 1-866-866-4722. And visit 
them OR _the Web at .www.irc
c.edu, 

If you have news that has an im
pact on workers or other mem
bers of the employment commu
nity, send your information to 
ni chepublication s 

, @yahoo.com. · .. 

. , I 

Job Source · 
Notes & News 

fS{'Jfn,J4 ...,;,'bf.,.ne -f ~-45' 
Blog ~orksbop· 

The Cmporate & Cornmuni~ 
ty Training Institute (CCTij at ' 
Indian River Community Col-
lije IS offenng "Get Your 
°Biog" Workshop-:- the 21st 
Century Way to Reach Your , 1 1 

, Customers. Dr. Tammy Pow-
. ley, IRCC Assistant Professor 
will introduce' you to 'the 1 

world of blogging' and how •it 
. can be used to increase· your 
business exposure and market 
share. 

The workshop is $59 and 
will be held. in two sessions, 
Monday, May 12. from · 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p·.m. and Wednes
'day May 14, from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at IRCC Main Cam
pus-Kight Center Room, Room 
V209A 

For more information, call 
the CCTI at (888) 283--1177. 
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· Job Source · 
· Notes & News 

. Blog workshop 
The Corporate & Communi

. ty Training Institute (CCTI) at 
ciian River Communi Col

lege . is offering "Get 'Your , 
"Blog" Workshop - the 21st , I 
Century · Way to Reach Your 
Customers. Dr. Tammy Pow
ley, IRCC Assistant Professor . ' 
will introduce you to 'the 

· world of blogging' and how it 
can be used to increase your 
business exposure and market 
share. 

'fhe workshop is $59. and 
will be held in two sessions, 
Monday, May 12 from 5:30 

. p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and Wednes
day May 14, from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at IRCC Main. Cam
pus-Kight Center Room, Room 
V209A 

For more informatio , call 
the CCTI at (888) 283-1177. 



THE .NEWS YOU NEED FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

Alternative energy conf ererice 
. W . ~ n a.\ [ S~½ #J~ 

7,-/J, u11t / /J1~'1/etv.S . today . ,,-:ir~ 

Indian River Community College plans to host a round table confer
ence on alternative energy today from 8 a.m. ·to noon. U.S. Rep. Tim 
Mahoney; D-Palm Beach Gardens, is slated to chair the meeting at the 

college's Kight Center for Emerging Technologies in Fort Pier ce. 

FOR~ PIERCE Sf!t::ls 
Safe carpentry '+.t'l,tll 
shown Monday 

. Indian River Communitx 
~ge carpentry students 
will join · students from 
John Carroll High School to 
demonstrate safe practices 
at construction job sites at 
11 a.m. Monday at a job site 
at 1008 Hartman Road. 

The event is part of a 
summer teen job safety 
campaign promoted by the 
Department of Labor Occu
pational Safety & Health 
Administration. The dem
onstration is expected to be 
aired on the "Today Show." 

Experts from Harbor 'Branch Oceanographic Institute to the Florida 

Solar Energy Center at the Un~versity of Florida plan to discuss "the 
impact and potential benefits of clean energies in the economic devel-

. opment of the Treasure Coast." Contact IRCC at (866) 866-4722. 

Free Q~J!at~Jlty 
training available 
BY ROBERT LANE ognition of safety and the pre-
Posted on YourHub.com vention of construction 

Businesses and companies hazards. Classes are now 
ready to make work-site safety available in . English and 
a priority can take advantage Spanish. After completion, par
of free OSHA · safety training ticipants receive an OSHA 
available througb. the ~ card and could be eligible to re
River Community College Cor- ·ceive college and CEU credit. 
porate and Community All construction and/ or 
Training Institute. physical plant non-govern-

The CCTI is the recipient of mental employees (including 
the Susan Harwood Grant, company officers, managers, 
which allows the CCTI to project managers, supervisors, 
provide free construction foremen and uni0n and 
safety training to businesses non-union contractors) are ell
and organizations within the gible. 
four-county service district of The program is for private-
IRCC. sector employees and com-

Training consists. of the 10- panies with fewer than 250 em
and 30-hour OSHA Con- ployees. For information, call 
struction and Safety Health l-888-2B3-l177. 
course and addresses the rec-



High school choice makes a difference 
' -,;.;;11,,~-/~~ 

The high school you 
choose for your son or 
daughter can make a real 
difference in the transition 
to college. At the Clark Ad
vanced Learning Center, 
students benefit from a 
small school setting with 
personal attention, all on a 
college campus. 

Parents are invited to an 
, open house at CALC, 2400 
S.E. Salerno Road in Stuart 
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

A public charter high 
school on the Indian River 
Community College Chas
tain Campus in Stuart, the 
CALC serves about 200 high 
school sophomores, juniors 
and seniors with diverse in
terests. CALC students par
ticipate in learning experi
ences relevant to their ca
reer interests and real-world 
projects that inspire motiva
tion and a,chievement. 
. Applications for the 

2008/ 2009 school year are 
now being accepted. . Call 
(772) 419-5750 or visit 
www .clarkadvancedlear
ningcenter.org. 

BUSINESS CAREER 
INFORMATION SESSION 

Find out how you can get 
the skills you need to get 
ahead in business at the 

IRCC,UPDATE 
business information ses- · 
· sion on Thursday, at 5:30 
p.m. at the IRCC St. Lucie 
West Campus, 500 N.W. Cali
fornia Blvd. in Port St. Lu
cie, near Mets Stadium/ 
Tradition Field. 

IRCC offers a career lad
der of programs for people 
interested in advancing in a 
business career, including 
certificate programs in busi
ness management and mar
keting, associate degree pro
grams in business adminis
tration and the new bache
lor of applied science degree 
in organizational manage
ment. 

Call (866) 866-4722 or e
mail rjcarpen@ircc.edu. 

LEARN ABOUT 
CULINARY CAREERS 

Learn how to cook up a 
new career at the open 
house for the IRCC Culinary 
Institute on Thursday, at 6 
p.m. at the Richardson Cen
ter at the Mueller Campus, 
6155 College Lane in Vero 
Beach, just south of Home 
Depot. 

Attendees will sample 
dishes created by students 
in the Culinary Institute, 
and the culinary instructor, 

' Chef Midkiff, will give a for-
mal cooking demonstration. 
Program requirements, fin
ancial aid information and 
tours of the facilities will be 
presented. 

The institute is an accred- • 
ited management program · 
that develops expertise in 
the . culinary arts and the 
skills needed to be a success-· 
ful restaurant manager, ca
terer or chef. Students are 
prepared with practical ex
periences in food prepara
tion, kitchen management, 
budgeting and academic 
courses. Paid internships al
low students to gain hands
on job skills while working 
with industry professionals. 
Call (866) 866-4722 or e-mail 
culinary@ircc.edu. 

Compiled by IRCC staff IRCC Offer s 
Honors Program 

o*~'t- 1/111,,- ,-,-or 
The satisfaction of reach

ing ambitious goals, giving back to 
the community and studying abroad 
are among the opportunities for stu
dents in the IRCC Honors Program. 
Information abo,ut the Honors Pro-
gram will be presented at an Infor- + 
mation Session on Thursday, April 

1
10 at 6 p.m. in the Kight Center for 
Emerging Technologies, Room V-
309 on the IRCC Main Campus at 
3209 Virginia Avenue in Fort Pierce 
just off 35th Street. 

The Honors Program is 
designed for students committed to 
high academic achievement, and 
graduates are strong candidates for 
transfer scholarships to elite uni

. versities. IRCC Honors Program 
, graduates can automatically transfer 
into the Honors Program at Florida 
Atlantic University or the Univer
sity of Central Florida. 

. Pro.viding students with op
portunities for community service, 
the civic engagement component 
of the Honors Program involves 
students in real-world experiences 
related to their field of interest at 
·scientific facilities, museums, busi
nesses and other organizations. 
'For more information; vist www. 
ircc.edu or call the IRCC Informa
tion Call Center at 
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What's the 
next.cash 
crop for 
biofuels? 

It must be an election year. 
Why else would State Rep. Tim Ma

boney on Monday argue that making 
fuel from sugar cane stalks will help 
preserve national security? Whatever 
his reasons, Mahoney as keynote 
speaker at IRCC's Alternative Ener
gies Roundtable was on the right 
track. 

He's pushing the local production 
of cellulosic ethanol from citrus and 
other South Florida agricultural 
waste, as opposed to using com from 
the Midwest. 

We now know what a mistake that 
was. Com-derived ethanol is being 
bJamed for ·making almost everything 
_we eat (and corn is in almost every
thing) more expensive because food 
and fuel interests are colliding and 
competing. 

But using either farm waste or spe
cial non-food crops to produce ethanol 
makes more sense. In addition to re
ducing our dependence on foreign oil, 
it could also reinvigorate Flodda's 
biggest traditional industry, agricul
ture. And that could have highly de
sirable results for us, where more 
than 250,000 acres in St. Lucie County 
are still in farm use. 

Mahoney wants federal research . 
money for biofuels and he wants it 
(not unexpectedly) to stay within his 
district. 

There aren't many here who'd ar- · 
gue with that, but just how close to us 
will it get? Monday's conference re
vealed a gap between what's scientifi
cally jnst around the comer and 
what's needed on t e ground now. . . . 

Just last week, I listened in on a 
discussion about alternative-fuel 
crops from the growers' point of view. 

A long-time St. Lucie citrus grower 
told the group that he wants to grow 
thern; he's ready to start now, but he 
and his fellow growers don't know 
which crop to choose. Should it be 
sweet sorghum or is something else 
more suitable? Almost every week, he 
said, sales reps stop by to sell him the 
latest and greatest in bio-fuels. He 
doesn't know if it's a scam or not; he . 

, needs some good advice. 
The local industry trade group, the 

Indian River Citrus League, says 
something similar, but good impar
tial advice seems in short. supply 
these days. / 

Traditionally, the University of 
Florida has done the lion's share of / 
practical research on citrus issues. 1 

They've been the go-to guys for more 
than 50 years. Yet these days UF has 
budget problems of its own. Faced 
with shortfalls in state funding, the 
UF empire looks to be retreating back 
up lnterstate-75 to Gainesville rather. 
than expanding its reach here. 

UF scientists seem to be endorsing 
the use of sugar cane stalks for bio
fuel, but information on other suit
able crops is sketchy. It seems to me 
there's a leadership vacuum in an in
dustry under so much threat from 
the combined effects of disease and 
development. . 

At Monday's conference I failed to 
see more than a handful of agricultur
ists. That's a pity. Maybe the guys 
with dirt under their fingernails 
didn't think the research stuff applies 
to them. Perhaps they feel a bit left 
out in the county's rush for high
paying biotech jobs. Maybe they 
sense their time in the sun is passing. 

I think they still have a lot to con
tribute. 

As Mahoney pointed out, growing 
our own energy has to be preferable 
to relying on Middle Eastern coun
tries for our oil. Yet it's not just about 
politics. We can enjoy economic 
self-sufficiency and ensure the contin
ued viability of an important Ameri
can industry at the same time by 
looking hard - and fast - at bio
mass crops. 

We need another round-table event, 
but next time let's make it for the 
farmers, too. 

Associate Editor Anthony Westbury may be 
reached at (772) 409-1320 or anthony. 
westbury@scripps.com. 
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Alternative energy conference today 
Indian River Community College plans to host a roundtable confer- Experts from Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute to the Florida 
ence on alternative energy today from 8 a.m. to noon. U.S, Rep. Tim Ma- Solar Energy Center at the University of Florida plan to discuss "the 
honey, D-Palm Beach Gardens, is slated to chair the meeting at the col
lege's Kight Center for Emerging Technologies in Fort ;E>iercE!. 

impact and potential benefits of clean energies in the economic deyel
opment of the Treasure Coast." Contact IRCC at (866) 866-4722. 

-- - TREASURi~~'mfsy 

Energy and growth 
topic at roundtable · 

The impact and potential benefits of clean energies on the 
economic development of the Treasure Coast will be explored in 
an Alternative Energies Roundtable open to the public on Mon
day at the Indian River Commun:Pe': College Kight Center for 
Emerging Technologies m Fort Pier e. 

The regional symposium will meet from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Sponsored by IRCC and the Economic Development Council 

of St. Lucie County Inc., the symposium will include representa
tives from research facilities and industry to discuss recent ini
tiatives. Attendees will be welcomed by Dr. Edwin R. Massey, 
IRCC president at 8 a.m. Serving as honorary chairman for the 
event, U.S. Rep. Tim Mahoney, D-Palm Beach Gardens, will 
speak on sustainable energy in Florida at 11:30 a.m. 

Current research relating to biomass,· solar, wind, marine 
and hydrogen initiatives will be discussed by a research panel at 
8:15 a.m. The panel is composed of representatives from the Uni
versity of Florida, Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution at 
FAU, Florida Institute of Technology and Florida Atlantic Uni
versity Center for Excellence in Ocean Energy. 

At 10 a.m. the industry perspective will be addressed by rep
resentatives from Florida Solar Energy Center , Solar Outdoor; 
Lighting, Inc. and Geoplasma. 

Closing remarks relating to the affects of alternative energy 
initiatives on regional economic development will be presented 
by Larry Pelton, president of the Economic Development Council 
of St. Lucie County. 

Attendees will have opportunities to ask questions relating to 
these issues. -

The Kight Center for Emerging Technologies is located off 
Virginia Avenue and 35th Street on the Main Campus of Indian 
River Community College. · 

For more information, call the IRCC Advanced Technology 
Division at (772) 462-7575. 
Fro.m_§taff repo~ _ -----
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Experts fire up discussion on alternative energy at IRCC · 
'We can be a prilnary 

source of research. Each of 

the institutes brin~ their 

own variety of scientific 

exploration to the table." 

Larry Pelton~ president of the 
Economic Development Council of 
St. Lucie County 

INSIDE: Columnist Anthony Westbury asks 
wh~t•s the next cash crop for biofuels? B7 

BY GABRIEL MARGASAK 
gabriel.margasak@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Cold ocean water could one day 
air-condition F1orida buildings. 

Sugar cane that uses the least amount of fertil
izer and water might produce billions of gallons of 
ethanol in F1orida. 

Experts in alternative energy from solar to ocean 
power discussed the possibilities Monday during a 
forum at Indian River Community College, . 

Local and national leaders say the Treasure 
Coast is poised to become a real "Research Coast," 
where sdence at a growing number -of institutions 
here might tum such alternative energy technolo
gies into commercial realities. 

"We can be a primary source ofresearch. Each of 
the institutes brings their own variety of scientific 
exploration to the table," said Larry Pelton, presi
dent of the Economic Development Council of St. 

Lucie County. "And we can create very imagina
tive ways to find sustainable energy .that's avail
able from all sources." 

Pelton said he asked U.S. Rep. Tim Mahoney, 
D-Palm Beach Gardens, for money toward an alter
native energy research center here that would part
ner organizations such as Harbor Branch Oceano
graphic Institution and the University of F1orida. 

But a key question of the day surrounded anoth
er type of green power - the cost of these alterna
tive energy sources. 

Chemical engineering Professor James R. Bren
ner, who is researching hydrogen fuel cell technol
ogy at the F1orida · Institute of Technology said 
cleaner energy might cost a person 30 percent 
more. 

But F1oridians could reap the financial benefits 

See EJl!ERGY, page AB 
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of the new technologies. 
Map.oney told conference at

tendees he envisions Florida 
. as a' leader in ethanol that 
comes from plants not used for 
food, building an industry that · 
creates jobs and economic re- · 
covery froin recession. 

"We've got the farmers. 
We've got the growers," he 
said. "So Florida has an edge." 

Mahoney said he intends to 
. steer mohey toward Treasure 
Coast schools to turn out fu
ture alternative energy · ex: 
perts. . 

He indicated "training will 
prepare workers for 3 million 
new 'green' jobs over 10 
years." 

The congressman also 
touted congressional farm and 
energy bills that mandate 
more ethanol be blended into 

. gas beginning in 2010 and pro
vide more money for research. 

Mary Duryea, a professor at . 
the University of Florida's In

. stitute of Food and Agricultur-

al Sciences, said research is 
going· on in Fort Pierce sur- . 
rounding certain plants and 
wood to produce ethanol. 

"This will help landowners 
pick the best crops for ener
gy," she said. 

But ethanol has been highly 
controversial surrounding its 
effect on the world food supply 
and questions about how 
much and the cleanliness of 
energy that can be produced. 

"We've got all the technolo
gy we need right now to make 
electric cars," said north Hut
chinson Island resident Robert 
Tabor, 79, who qUended ·the 
conference. · "Ethanol perpetu
ates the internal combustion 
engine, which we need to get 
rid of." 
. But there a:re a plethora of 

other energetic ideas being re
searched now, such as build
ing "underwater windmills" 

· that harness the power of the 
Gulf Stream: 

Such technology could re
duce Florida's 98 percent reli
ance on imported fuel and the 
hunger for energy that's grow
ing at a rate equal to one nu-

I 

clear power plant a year, said 
Frederick R. Driscoll, an asso
ciate professor at Florida At
lantic University's_ Center of 
Excellence in Ocean Energy 
Technology in Dania Beach. 

"We're the best place to de
velop the technology to har
ness this," he said. 

But Driscoll said the key is 
·starting with small test proj-. 
ects that will lead to the poli
cies and infrastructure neces
sary · to · make ocean power 
work. 

That includes safety system · 
such as acoustic warnings for 
marine life and the ability to 
stop a turbine when a whale 
gets to close. 

Such dangers were foremost 
on the mind of John Holt, a 
Fort Pierce resident who re
tired from · Harbor Branch 
after 27 years as an engineer. 

''What scares me is that we 
may stumble on ahead without 
tllinking about what the conse
quence might be," he said . 

His former colleagues at the 

aquatic research institute are 
working other technologies. 

·For example, scientists are 
continuing research into how 
aquatic organisms use en
zymes to break down food for 
energy - which has the poten
tial for commercial energy pro.-
duction. · 

Some of that work takes 
place 3,000 feet under the s.ea. 

"If we look at new habitats 
we'll find new microorgan
isms," said Peter McCarthy, 
Harbor . Branch's head of mi
crobiology. "We'll find things 
science has never-seen before." 
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ffiCC Business Programs 
Information Session 

Learn ·how IRCC can help you. advance 
your business career at an information ses
sion April 17, 5:30 p.m at IRCC St. Lucie 
West campus. This event is ideal for anyone 
interested in pursuing a business career on 
the Treasure Coast or looking for ways to ad- . 
vance in their current career. 

Find out more about Business Manage
ment and Marketing Operations Certificate. 
programs; Business AdJµinistration and Mar
keting Management AS. degree programs 
and the new Bachelor of Applied Science in 
Organizational Management degree now 
availiµ)le through IRCC .. 

The Business Information Session is 
Thursday April ~ 7, at 5:30 p.m. at the IRCC ,St. 
Lucie West campus, 500 NW California Blvd. 
near Tradition Field/Mets Stadium in Port St. 
Lucie. Learn how business certificate and de
gree programs available at IRCC can advan<;e 
business careers. Call (866) 866-4722 or visit 
www.ircc.edu. · 

Culinary Institute open house 

Sample savory dishes and learn about cu
linary ~ers at the IRCC Student Showcase 
and Open House on Thursday April 17, at 6 
p.m. at the Richardson Center, IRCC Mueller 
Campus, 6155 College Lane, Vero Beach. 

. IRCC Culinary instructor Chef Midkiff 
will be giving a formal cooking demonstra
tion. Talk to financial aid representatives, 
tour the facilities and learn about career pro
grams at the Culinary Institute of the Trea
sure Coast at IRCC. 

, The Culinary Institute of the Treasure 
Coast is more than a cooking school; it is an 
accredited management program that 
combines the passion of the culinary arts 
with the skills needed to pe a successful su-

. pervisor; restaurant manager, caterer, private. 
chef and overall business entrepreneur, all at 
a reasonable cost. 

For more information, call 1-866-866-4722 
or e-mail culinary@ircc.edu. 

Media Crisis Communications 
Tht.!!!QQ_Business Incubator, -the Entrepre

neur Develolftnent Institute at IRCC and the Eco
nomic Council of Martin County are hol~ a 
free "Lunch & Learn" Seminar in Martin County 
-"Media Crisis Communications - How to Turn 
Every Media Encoµnter into a Media Opportuni
ty:" 

Presertter Sam Yates, president/owner of 
Yates & Associates, public relations and advertis
ing, will cover some of the major causes of busi
ness failures and some ideas on how to overcome 
them. 

· Yates, whose voice is familiar to radio listen
ers especially follo\\'ing hurricanes, has assisted 
companies and nonprofit agencies all over the 
country through a· variety of crisis situations 
more than 30 years. · 

The free seminar is made possible through a· 
· grant from the Coleman & Hughes Foundation. 

It is Wednesday, April, 16, from noon to 1 p.m. 
at Wolf High Technology Center, IRCC's Chastain 
Campus, 2400 SE Salerno Road in Stuart. 

Refreshments will be served but seating is 
limited. Register online at www.ircc.edu/ccti the 
Corporate & Community Training Institute Web 
site. Go to the 'TrainingMatrix' and click on EDI 
Lunch & Learn. For more information on the EDI 
or other business solution and employee training 
opportunities call the CCTI toll free at 
1-888-283-1177 .. For more information about the 
IRCC Business and Technology Incubator, con-. 

· tact Karen Schreiner at (772) 4~9-5690 or by e
mail·at kschrein@ircc.edu. 

The Corporate & Communi
ty Training Institute is offering 
programs to help you get 
ahead., 

· ► Hurricane / llisaster 
Preparation · and the Impor
tance of BusinessJnterruption 
Insurance. Free. Friday, May 
2, noon to 1 p.m. 'at Richard
son Center, IRCC's Mueller 
Campus, Vero Beach. . 
► Becoming a Champion 

of Change. Free. Wednesday, 
May 21, noon to 1 p.m.,. Wolf 
High Technology Center at 
IRCC's Chastain Campus in 
Stuart. 

Register online · at 
wvvw:ircc.edu/ccti .. For more 
information call the CCTI toll 
free at 1'-/388-283-1177. For 1 

more information about the 
IROC Business and Technolo
gy Incubator, contact Karen 

t Schreiner at (772) 419-5690 or , 
· by e-mail at kschrein@ircc.e

du. 

mcc 
'Indian 'River Communi,21 

&ollege, soon to be Indian Riv
er College, will hold a public 
service information session .. 
Tuesday, .May 6, at 6 p.m. 
Learn about rewarding ca
reers in Fire Safety, Criminal 
Justice, Legal Services and 
Human SeIVices. Find out 
more about the new Treasure 
Coast Public Safety Complex. 
IRCC Indian River Academy 
Site at 5900 Tedder Road, Fort 
Pierce. For more information, I 

' call 1-866-866-4722. And visit 
them on the Web at www.irc
c.edu. 

If you have news that has an Im
pact on workers or other mem
bers of the employment commu
nity, send your information to 
n i c h e p u b 1 i c a t i o n s· 
@yahoo.com. 
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Learn about Clark 
Learning Center 

Parents of Indiantown Mid
dle School students are invited 
, to learn about the Clark Ad
vanced Learning Center, a 
public charter high school in 
Stuart, at a Tuesday presenta
tion during Parent Conference 
Night at Indiantown· Middle 
Schooi. · 
' An English presentation will · 
pe at 6:30 p.m. and a Spanish 
presentation will be at 7 p.m. 
The school is at 16303 S. W. 
Farm Road, Indiantown. 
·.. At Clark Advanced Learning , 
b;nter, students benefit from 
learning linked to their career 
tnterests and opportunities to 
earn college credits for free. 
Students develop advanced 
technology skills, and each stu
dent receives a laptop comput
er while enrolled there. 

The Clark Advanced Learn
ing Center is on the Indian 
River Community College 
Chastain Campus, 2400 S.E. Sa
lemo Road, Stuart. 

Applications for the 
2008/2009 school year are now 
being acc,-epted. An application 
and more information may be 
pbtained at clarkadvancedlear
ningcenter.org . or by calling 
(772) 419-5751. 

CLARKADVANCED~ 
1 

LEARNING CENTER '1·13.Ct 
I 

Our instructors will be available to dis-
cuss your child's grades and concerns on 
Parent/Teacher Report Card Conference 
Day on April 18th. No CALC classes will 
be held April 18th, but students must at
ten~IRCC classes on Chastain/ Other 
IRC campuses with their own transpor-

. tation. 

Come support SGA and student activi
ties. Bake sale will be the week of April 
14th. 

Order your yearbook for $67.50. See 
Mrs. Hutcheson. 

Junior Parent meeting is April 30th at 6 
p.m. We will distribute c9llege r_eadiness 
information for students and parents to 
prepare for senior year responsibilities. 
Topics include: ·college visits, college ap
plications, college admissions prerequi
sites, college testing, scholarships, Bright 
Futures, and parent questions and/ or 
concerns. _ 

Returnini; students: See Mrs. Kan
defer to take the CPT before registering 
for summer classes and scheduling fall 
classes. 

Seniors: Remember Grad Bash on 
April 25th. Mandatory meeting is April 
14th. Order caps and gowns for gradua
tion by April 28th. 

CLARK ADVANCED')~::Js I 

LEARNING CENTER 't· 2--1.dir' i 
The Red Cross Awards Night was held 

at CALC on April 17th.' CongratuJations to 
junior, Samantha Simpson, for serv
ing as Manager of Disaster and in middle 
school leadership development. 

A beautiful~rom was held April 
12. Thank youTci'Aima Hutcheson, par-

r ent volunteers, SGA members, faculty, 
and staff! Congratulations to Prom King 
Steven Dombkowski and Prom Queen 
Linda Halum. 

Our Character Counts award winner 
for Caring is Fab Cherisol! Fab re
ceived recognition and $50 savings bond 
in a CALC ceremony. 

Order your yearbook for $67 .50. See 
Mrs. Hutcheson. 

Junior Parent meeting is April 30 at 6 
p.m. We will distribute college readiness 
information for students and parents to 
prepare for senior year responsibilities. 
Topics include: college visits, applications, 
college admis?ions prerequisites, schol
arships, etc. 

Returning students: See Mrs. Kandefer 
to take the CPT before registering for 
summer classes and scheduling fall 
classes. 

Seniors: Order caps and gowns for 
graduation by April 28th. 



LEARN HOW IRCC 
CAN HELP YOU AD-

- VANCE YOUR BUSI
NESS CAREER 
INFORMATION SES-

- SION APRIL 17, 5:30 
P.M. AT IRCC ST. LU~ 
CIE WEST CAMPUS 

()~e. 7)"f~ ~-,~r I 
Ready to advance in business? 
Start with a business degree from 
Indian River Community College. \ 
Find out how IRCC can provide 
the skills to get ahead in business 

1 

on the Treasure Coast and learn 
about great business careers at a 
special Business Information Ses
sion on Thursday, April 17, 5:30 
p.m. on the IRCC St. Lucie West 
Campus, located at 500 N.W. Cali
fornia Boulevard in Port St. Lucie. 
This event is ideal for anyone inter- · 
ested in pursuing a business career 
on the Treasure Coast or looking 
for ways to advance in their cur
rent career. 

Learn how educational 
opportunities offered through the 
Business Division at the IRCC St. 

· Lucie West Campus can help you 
achieve your greatest potential. 
IRCC has programs that can help 
students wherever they are on the 
career ladder of success. Find out 
more about Business Management 
and Marketing Operations Certifi
cate programs; Business Admin
istration and Marketing Manage
ment AS. degree programs and the I 
new Bachelor of Applied Science 
in Organizational Management de
gree now available through IRCC. , 
Interested individuals can learn 
more information about the upcom- I 
ing April 17 . Information Session, / 
by e-mailing rjcarpenter@ircc.edu, , 
visiting www.ircc.edu or calling 
toll-free at 1-866-866-4722. 

-Z:,,,/,~11 /-1)/1) 'H ~41.S 
IRCC Offers Free Seminar 
In Indiantown li-3 ~ \ 

The Indian River Commu- I 
nity College Business and Tech
nology Incubator, in partnership 1 

with the Indiantown Chamber l 
of Commerce, wilL offer a free 
seminar, "How to Start A Home
Based Business" at the Indian
town Education Center, 15665 
SW Osceola Street, Indiantown, 
on Wednesday, April 30, from , 
noon to_ 1 p.m. and on Wednes
day, May 7, from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. The presenter, James T. I 
"Tom" Gallman, currently serves l 
as Senior Area Manager and is 
the Florida Small Business De- , 
velopment Center Project Officer j 
for !he Small Business Adminis- I 
trahon Office (SMA) located in I 
Fort Pierce. Gallman graduated 
cum laude from the University 
of West Florida with a B.A. in 
Economics, worked seven years 
in banking in Northwest Florida 
and was employed by the U.S. \ 
Small Business Administration 
over 25 years. 

· Seating is limited and regis- ! 
tration is required. To register 
and for more information, con
tact Karen Schreiner at (772) 
419-5690 or email at kschrein@ 
ircc.edu. 



ACADEMIC 

Expanding Horizons Summer Youth Camp: Indian River 
• Communjty College, 3209 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce.8:30 a.m. -4 

,/ p.m. June 23-July 31. Ages 14-16. $970. Registration deadli111e June 
13. Career exploration and academic preparation. (866) 866-4722. , 

Health Science Summer Academy: Indian River Commu
nity~, 3209 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce. Seven hours daily, 
rune-6-20-:-High schooljuniors and seniors. $207.90. Overview 

✓ of health careers With field trips and hands-on activities. Appli
cation: (866) 866-4722. 

Language Arts Camp: Learning Garden Montessori School 
at Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution, 5527 N. Old Dixie 
Highway, Fort Pierce. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday-Thursday June 2-9, 
July 14-31. Ages 7-10. $350. Writing, games, drama production. 
(772) 464-4204. 

Language Camp: Learning Garden Montessori School at Har
bor Branch Oceanographic l[lstitution, 5527 N. Old Dixie Highway, 
Fort Pierce. 9-4 p.m., June 2-6. Ages 3-6. $165. (772) 464-4204. 

Solutions Academic Summer Program: 1483 S.W. 
Bougainvillea Ave., Port St. Lucie. 1-4 p.m., Tuesdays and Thurs
days July 8, 10, 15, 17, 22 and 24. Reading, spelling, studying and 
writing skills for grades 3-6. $295. Individual Q.T. and S.T. ses
sions. Registration deadline June 15. (772) 336-6928. 

Summer Academies for Emerging Technologies: Kight 
,/ Center for Emerging Technologies, ln_dian River Community Cal

~3209 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce. 8:15 a.m.-noon, July 14-17. 
High schooljuniors and seniors. $69.30. Learn about Robotics 
and photonics, cyber security and digital media. (866) 866-4722. 
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Music 

Kindermusik: Learning Garden Montessori School at 
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution 5527 N Old , 
Dixie Highway, Fort Pierce. 9-4 p.m., June 9-20. Ages 3-
6. $300. Music Around the World, and Peter and the 
Wolf. (772) 464-4204. 

~ummer Junior High Band Camp: Wynne Black 
· Bo~ Theatre,Jodiao River Cammr rnjty College, 3209 Vir- I 

g1rna Ave., Fort Pierce. 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., June 9-13. Ages 
Completed sixth, seventh or eighth grade and been in
volved in a school's band program. $80. (866) 866-4722: 

- ~ I 

lfiaske_tbaU Camp: tocia □ Bivec Community College, · 
3209 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce. Girls' Camp 1 ages 6-18: 
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m., June 10-14; Girls' Camp 2, ages 6-18: • 
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m., July 15-19. Boys' Camp 1, June 17-21: 8:30\ 
a.m. -1 p.m. ~ges 6-12 and 1-5:30 p.m. Ages 12-18; Boys' 

• Camp 2, July 22-26: 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Ages 6-12 and 1-5:30 I 
p.m. Ages 12-18. $80 ($5 early registration discount). 
(866) 866-4722. 
Boarding School of the Treasure Coast: Surf les- 1 
sons. 10 a.m:-1 p.m. Ages 8-up. $150 per week includes 
equipment. Stuart Public Beach: June 23-27, July 7-11, Ju- , 
ly 28-Aug. 1, Aug. 11-15. Also: Fort Pierce State Park: June 
16-20, July 21-25, Aug. 4-8. Registration: (772) 463-1818. I 
PGA Learning Center Junior Golf Camp: 8565 
Commerce Center Drive, Port St. Lucie. Three- and five
day camps, 9 a.m. -noon, June 9-13, June 24-26 July 7-11 
July 22-24, Aug. 4-8, Aug. 12-14. Ages 7-17. $149-$239. ' 
Register: (772) 468-7686 

-- ... . . ,1, 



SEBA$TIAN 

IRCC will host 
registration event 

Indian River Comm.unit: 
~o'11ege.will host a special reg
istration event at 6 p.m. April 
22 at the Historic Sebastian El
ementary School site. 

During the information ses
sion, IRCC advisers will an
swer questions, assist with ap
plications and demonstrate 
how to use the IRCC Web site 
to register. 

Summer classes begin the 
week of May 6, so this event is 
the perfect opportunity to get 
expert advice and make plans 
for summer classes now. 
Adults looking to change ca
reers, recent high school grad
uates and current high school 
students are encouraged to at
tend. 
· This free session will also 
explain the different types of 
classes IRCC offers and the as- ' 
sociated certificates and de
grees that can be earned. 

Katie Nall, IRCC Mueller 
Campus program director, is 
available at Historic Sebastian 
Elementary School from 10:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Mondays and 
noon to 4 p.m. Fridays. For in
formation, call toll free at (866) 
866-4722 or register online at 
www.ircc.edu. 

March for Babies will 
be today; you can join 

-r,, 'J,q 11e? ,Al-4"" 
March for Babies - for- I 

merly WalkAmerica, the 
March of Dimes' largest fund
raising event - is today at the 
IRCC/ FAU St. Lucie West 
Jomt Campus. 

Registration opens at 7:30 
a.m., and the march starts at 1 

8:30 a.m. St. Lucie County resi
dents can sign up to help fund 
lifesaving research and educa-

. tional programs aimed at help-
ing mothers have healthy ba
bies. Last year, 500 residents 
participated, raising $100,000. 

In addition to a new name 
March for Babies has a ne~ 
Web site. Interested walkers 
and donors can visit marchfor
babies.org or call (772) 466-7710 
to sign up as an individual 
start a corporate, family o; 
friends team, or donate to help 
babies be born healthy. People 
who want to participate but 
are not registered with a team 
can participate in the walk. A 
$25 minimum donation is ap
preciated. 

Sponsor forms are available 
at Seacoast National Bank 
Publix, or Kmart. For the lat'. 
est resources and information 
visit marchofdimes.com or na'. 
cersano.org. 

FORT PIERCE -,;,°'1411 e. 
Safe carpentry 1"-,9r:>tf' 

demonstration Monday 
Indi.ah River Community 

conege carpentry students 
will Join students from John 
Carroll High School to dem
onstrate safe practices at con
struction job sites at 11 a.m. 
Monday at a job site at 1008 
Hartman Road. 

The event is part of a sum
mer teen job safety campaign 
promoted by the Department 
of Labor Occupational Safety 
& Health Administration. 
The demonstration is ex
pected to be aired on the "To- , 
day Show." · . 

i 

FORT PIERCE 1rt~ ~ 
L

:e. . .,,~ 1 ue sciences capt 
to speak to council 

The Economic Develop- \ 
ment Council of St. Lucie 
County will host life science 
venture capitalist Juan Enri- \ 
quez at noon May 14 at It~- I 
an River Community o -
ffige's Right Center for 
~g Technology, 3209 
Virginia Avenue. 

Enriquez is the founding 
director,of the Harvard Busi
ness Scliool Life Science Proj
ect and author of "As the Fu
ture Catches You: How · Gen
omics &' Other Forces are ' 
Changing Your Life, Work, 1 

Health & Wealth." I 
Cost is $20. For informa

tion, e-mail contact@you
redc.com. 

PORT ST. LUCIE;,A,-d8" 

Seminar to offer 
overyjew of Chamber 

S' /-u• rf?t#JS 
The St. Lucie County 

Chamber of Commerce, 
along with Cruises Inc., will 
sponsor Chamber 101 on 
May 20 at Indian River 
Community College's 
Shreiber. Conference Cen
ter, 500 NW California Blvd. 

The program, starting at 
8 a.m., provides an over
view of the chamber. Cost 
is $5 for members, $10 for 
nonmembers. For informa
tion, (772) 340-1333 or e-mail 
info@stluciechamber.org. 



Blogging seminar 
scheduled at ffiCC ,N :, .J 
~ -r,,. °j1411(!. r-740 
The Indian River Communi

ty Colleg~ Entrepreneur Devel
opment 'Institute, the Econom
ic Development Council of St. 
Lucie County and the Corpo
rate and Community Training 
Institute at IRCC will sponsor 
a free double seminar "Blog
ging & Weblogs: The 21st Cen
tury Way to Reach Your Cus
tomers and County" and 
"State Business Initiatives" 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 10 
in room B-120 on the IRCC , 
main campus. 

In the first presentation, Dr. 
Tammy Powley will teach how 1 
to fill businesses gaps in cyber
space and how to use blogging 
to reach customers. 

Then !:m:!Y_ Daum, manager 
of economic development for 
St. Lucie County, will. talk I 
about the latest county incen- ! 
tive programs and how to se- '. 
cure them. 

To register, go online to 
www.ircc.edu/ccti, then to 
"TrainingMatrix" and click on , 
"EDI Lunch and Learn." 

For information, call the 
IRCC Corporate & Community 
Training Institute at (888) 
283-1177. 

'S ,Jtws. I 
4.2,0.0 

Job Source l 
Notes & N:ews 

1 

Blog workshop 
The Corporat,e & Communi-

ty Training institute (CCTI) at . 
Indian River Comrminity Col-
~ is offering "Get Your 
Blog" · Workshop :- the 21st 
Century' Way to -Reach Your 
Customers. Dr. Tammy Pow
ley, IRCC Assistant Professor · 
will introduce you to 'the' 
world of blogging' and how it 
can be. used to increase your 
l;>usiness exposure and market 

.share. . 
The workshop is $59 and 

will be held in two sessions, ' 
Monday, May 12 from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and Wednes
day May 14, from 5:30 p.ni.'. to 
7:30 p.m. at ffiCC Main Cam
pus-Kight Center Room, Room 1 

V209A 
. For more information, call 

· · the CCTI at (888) 283-1177. 



6/c il..2,14? New Horizons - 7 
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Summit raises awareness of children in crisis 
Dr. Shairi Turner, Chief Medical Officer 

of the Florida Department of Juvenile 
Justice, was the keynote speaker at New 
Horizons' recent Children's Behavioral 
Health Summit. Her presentation, 
"Breaking Barriers," focused on supporting 
and serving the escalating number of girls 
in the juvenile justice system. 

"We selected 'Children in Crisis' as the 
theme for the Summit," said Joanne Knight, 
co-chairwoman. "We wanted to focus on 
the mental health and substance abuse 
problems and issues that some of our 
children and adolescents are facing today. 

"In addition to Dr. Turner, we had 
outstanding presenters from New Horizons, 
Sandy Pines, Tykes and Teens, Florida 
Atlantic University and local law 
enforcement agencies," she said. 

The Summit offered topics including 
Building Resilience in Children and 
Families, Diagnosing Childhood Bipolar, 
Implications of Psychtropic Medication, the 
Silent Epidemic of Teen Suicide, Self
Injury Behavior, Sexually Reactive 
Children, Bullying and Gang Awareness. 

More than 175 mental health, substance 
abuse, medical and teaching professionals 
attended the Jan. 25 conference at the Kight 
Center for Emerging Technologies,~ 
River Community College npin campus in 
Fort Pierce. 

"We are grateful to our corporate 
sponsors for underwriting the expenses for 
this successful event," said Pat Daum, co
chairwoman. "Our corporate sponsors 
included Indian River Community College, 
Lawnwood Medical Center, PBC Credit 
Union, and Jackson Drugs." 

Community sponsors from the Treasure 
Coast included Children's Services Council 
of Martin County, Early Leaming Coalition 
of St. Lucie County, Family Preservation 
Services of Florida, Florida Rural Legal 
Services and Foster Grandparents of St. 
Lucie County. Hibiscus Children's Center, 
Helping People Succeed, Magellan Health 
Care, Treasure Coast Forensic Treatment 
Center and United for Families also 
participated. 

Proceeds from the event will go toward 
the building fund for the Children's Crisis 
Center that will serve boys and girls from 
Indian River, Martin, Okeechobee and St. 
Lucie counties who are experiencing a 
mental health or substance abuse crisis. 

Above, Nick Brown and 

Jane Cebelak of !!!!!if!::!:._ 
River Communitj College 

enjoyed the summit with 

John Romano, New 

Horizons CEO. 

At right, Sally Curtis, 

Alanna Apap and 

Michelle Guercio, 

counselors with Martin 

County School District, 

attended the Children in 

Crisis Summit. 

New Horizons Board Members David Hall, Jo Norris and Harry Pelton welcome 
Dr. Shairi Turner, the keynote speaker 
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. Builders parbter with Workforce Development 
BY MEGAN MACHIELA, -
REGAN COMMUNICATIONS 
GROUP 
Posted on YourHub.com 

Two-hundred Treasure 
Coast students recently spent 
their Saturday at an all-day 
swnmit exploring careers and 
talking to leaders from a va
riety of industries. 

Representing the con
struction industry, the 
Treasure Coast Builders Asso
ciation gave eight, 15 minute 
'power session' presentations 
at the seventh annual Youth 
Summit, which was organized 

· -by the Workforce Development 
Board of the Treasure Coast. 

Taking place on the main 
campus of Ihclian River Com
munity College. the summit 
was designed to provide youth 
ranging in age from 14 to 18 
with career exploration and 
assist them in making deci
sions about future education 
and training. Twelve em
ployers from a variety of 
career fields gave presenta
tions to small groups of 25 

youth - 200 youth in total. 
During its eight 'power ses~ 

sions,' TCBA showed a five 
minute video proftling the 
various careers found in the 
building industry. Two in- · 
dustry spokespersons, TCBA 
president Randy Berry and 
TCBA Special Projects Di
rector Maddie Williams, pro
vided more detail on the asso
ciation's carpentry framer 
program at the college and 
Future Builder of America 
clubs now in place in area 
high schools, and they an
swered the students' questions. 

"Questions ranged from how 
much money can you make to 
do you enjoy your job," Berry 
said. "Several students asked 
about opportunities available 
now to help better prepare 
them for a career in con
struction." 

The full-day program in
cluded workshops on issues 
important to teens, a career 
fair , and motivational 
speakers. 

~ ~.~ ,,..~ - ~, 
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Posted on Y ourHub.com 
Treasure Coast Builders Association President Randy Berry, volunteer Nate Wilbur of Culpepper & 
Terpening Inc. and TCBA Special Projects Director Maddie Williams outline the various careers' 
available in the construction industry to 200 area youth. · 



IRCC helps seniors plan for t?t9.Jl~.8S 
Indian River Community ers to fill the high-paying jobs that tance to explore career options lege, but haven't done anything to 

College is hosting several "Go are critical to Florida's future, said and select a program major or ca- make that happen. 1 

Hig_her-Get Accepted" events this Dr. Will Holcombe, Chancellor of reer program to pursue; apply for Our goal is. that before gradu- ; 
sprmg at all campuses as well Florida's Community Colleges. admissions and also finani::ial aid ation, every senior will have been 
~~ at most local high school~; In "All seniors should begin secur- (bring 2007 income tax returns . received a Jetter of acceptance to 
1t s second year, the goal of Go ing their futures now by applying and W2s). · · · II 
Higher-Get Accepted" campaign · . . . . . . . . . a university, community co ege, 
.. h 100 f . to college and gettmg accepted Ehg1ble seniors V1s1tmg IRCC or career technical center " 
1s to ave percent o seniors b f h ct " · ct · GW'A k h h . · t t t ct h I . t ct b . e ore t ey gra uate. unng µ wee w o ave not The "Go Higher -- Get Accept-
a arge e sc 0? s ?cc~p e Ya "Go Higher-Get Accepted" yet completed a .CPT will receive ,, · . . 
post-secondary mslltution before ct b I ct· f FREE CPT $ l O ed campaign 1s sponsorEtd by the 
they graduate. p~ograms spo~sore . Y n ian a coupon or a · ' a Florida Department of Education 

According to the Agency for River Community College from 8 value. D. . . f C . C 11 · 6·30 A ·1 16 ct 17 "O h h h h . IVISIOn o ommunity o eges, Workforce Innovation 50 per- a.m. to . p.m., pn an ' ur researc ass own t at . ' . 
cent of the jobs needed by 2014 Monday through Th~rsday fr?m 8 90 percent of high sc?ool stu- Floricta s 28 comr_nunity colleges, , 

· will require an education beyond a.m. to 5 p.m on Frrday, Apnl 18, dents have a goal of gomg on to more than l 80 high school ~ar.t-
high school. "Every high school at All IRCC Campuses. college, but only about half do," ners, and . ~ACTS.org,_ Flonda s 1 

senior hopes to have a career that During this week, IRCC advi- said Connie Graunke, Executive student adVlsmg Web site. 
is financially rewarding. sors, counselors, admissions and Director of FACTS.org. For more information on the 

The State of Florida needs financial aid staff will be available "Even as late as April, students campaign and a complete listing 
highly trained and educated work- to offer seniors hands-on assis- will say they intend to go to col- of events, visit www.FACTS.org. 

The satisfaction of reaching 
ambitious goals, giving back to 
the community and studying 
abroad are among the opportu
nities for students in the Indi
an River Community College 
honors program. An informa
tion session will be held on 
Thursday, at 6 p.m. in the 
Kight Center for Emerging 
Technologies, Room V-309 on 
the IRCC Main Campus, 3209 
Virginia Ave. in Fort Pierce. 

The program is designed for 
students committed to high ac
ademic achievement, and gr'ad
uates are strong candidates for 
transfer scholarships to presti
gious universities. Graduates 
can automatically transfer into 
the honors program at Florida . 
Atlantic University or Univer
sity of Central Florida. 

EARN SOME GREEN 
ON THE GREENS 

IRCC students are finding 
that success is par for the 
course while preparing for 
new careers in golf course op
erations and golf course facili
ties through progr;uns offered 
at the St. Lucie West Campus. 

IRCC UPDATE 
The public is invited to learn 
more about these programs 
and career opportunities at an 
information session on Thurs
day, at 4:30.p.m. at the iRCC St. 
Lucie West Campus, 500 N.W. 
California Blvd., riear Tradi
tion Field/Mets Stadium in 
Port St. Lucie. Two attendees 
will be awarded a three-credit 
scholarship to take a course in 
the golf program. 

LEARN ABOUT 
VARIOUS CAREERS 

IRCC will hold a series of 
sessions this week to provide 
information about a variety of 
car~rs. , 

An economics career forum 
will be held on Tuesday, from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Main 
Campus in Fort Pierce, Build
ing B, Room 120. 

Two information sessions 
related to health care careers 
will meet this week at 4 p.m. 
in the Health Science Center 
at the Fort Pierce campus. The 
health infor mation 

management/ coder / biller ses
sion will be Tµesday. The Den
tal Department information . 
session on Wednesday will fo
cus on how to become a dental 
hygienist, dental assistant or 

1 

dental lab technician. 
IRCC's hands-on · residential 

carpentry program will be on 
Thursday, from 4 to 6 p.m. in 
the Kight Center, Room V309, 
at the Main Campus in Fort 
Pierce. Students in this pro
gram frame several houses in 
coordination with the Trea
sure Coast Builders' Associa
tion. Scholarship support is 
available. 

REGISTAATION FOR 
SUMMER BEGINS 

Registration for the Summer 
I and Summer II semesters be- . 
gins Monday. To register on
line visit www.ircc.edu: The 
Summer I Semester will begin 
May 6 and Summer II begins 
June 23. · 

For more information about 
IRCC programs, call (866) 
866-4722. 

Compiled by IRCC staff 



Academy helps Chamber members1~Rf~Y~ ~~JJs 
BY ROBERT LANE Venture"is equal to four riculum, a Chamber 101 
Posted on YourHub.com credits and combines personal workshop, two free Lunch and 

A Chamber Management instruction with E-Learning. Learn workshops, and volun-
and Business Academy is The Lunch and Learn teering for one Chamber-spon
helping St. Lucie County Series, offered by the Entre- sored event, participants will 
Chamber of Commerce preneur Development Institute be eligible for certification as a 
rrrembers develop professional covers business topics and graduate of the Chamber Man
skills and business-education techniques. Workshops are agement and Business 
opportunities. free to chamber members and Academy. 

Through a partnership with guests. For more information, visit 
the Indian River Community Upon successful completion www.ircc.edu/ccti or call (888) 
Collegy Corporate and Com- of the six total credits of cur- 283-1177, ext. 7632. 
munity Training Institute, · the 
chamber is creating the 
chamber MBA, a program for 

' business owners and em
ployees. 

Participants can -improve 
b siness and increase their 
bottom lines with courses in 
sales and marketing, interper
-sonal communication, man
agement and supervision, legal 
issues in the workplace, and 
more. Courses build expertise 
in 12 key business areas, and 
participants select courses 
based on needs and interests. 

· The curriculum incorporates 
courses and . learning opportu
ni'tles from a variety of re
sources. 

Offered entirely on line, E
Learning courses are equal to 
a half credit (6-10 hours) or one 
credit (12-16 hours). 

,A blended learning course, 
"Planning the Entrepreneurial 



l1RCC offers interactive writer's weekend· 
Indian River Community Col- · stories, children's literature, and 

lege will host a special Wnter's creating non-fiction. The presen
Weekend on April 19 and 20 for tations and discussions will help 
beginning to professional writers. improve writing and communi
This unique program includes cation techniques and foster an 
interactive presentations and aesthetic. appreciation for written 
discussions dealing with the es- and visual media. 
sentials of writing, utilizing fiction Writer's Weekend will be held 
techniques, writing effective dia- in the Kight Center for Emerging 
logue, developing point of view, 'Technologies, off 35th Street and 
'IV/movie scriptwriting, mystery Virginia Avenue, at the IRCC Main 

LIVING Treasure Coast 

AROUND T 

Campus at 3209 Virginia Avenue, 
in Fort Pierce. The program is of
fered with the support of the IRCC 
Foundation through the Gladys 
Williams Wolf Endowed Teach
ing Chair in Communications and 
the IRCC English and Foreign Lan
guages Department. Participants 
may register one of two ways. 

Individuals can attend for a fee 
of $25 per person, payable to the 

tJkt e~ 1/~'4J.s,.,,-'/11 -,,~ . 
IRCC Foundation. Another way to I 
attend is to enroll in the Writer's ' 
Weekend (ENC 19~0 #125461) 1 
and earn one college credit at a

1 

cost of $69.30. Interested indi- , 
victuals should sign up by April 
13. For more information, contact 

. Dr. Ray Considine at 772-4?2-7708 
or rconsidi@ircc.edu beginning 
April 7. 

Writers' Weekend April 19, .20 at IRCC-Kight Center I 

► TOWN from 7E 

financial aid. Students can 
.receive assistance 8 a.m.-6: 
30 p.m. Monday through 
Thu.rsday and 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Friday. For information, call 
(866)· 866-4722. 

IRCC Writers' Weekend, 
8:45 a.m.-4:50 p.m. April 19 
and 1-4:50 p.m. April 20 at 
Kight Center for Emerging 
Technologies, IRCC, 3209 
Virginia Ave. The weekend 
will include·interactive 
presentations and discussion · 
dealing with the essentials 
of writing, utilizing fiction · 
techniques, writing effective 
dialogue, developing point · 
of view, mystery stories and 
creating non-fiction. Attend 
for $25 or enroll as a one
.credit course for $69.30. 
Enrollment required by April 
13; Call Dr. Ray Considine 
at (772) 462-7708 or E-mail 

. · rconsidi@ircc.edu. 



Indiantown Middle School Parents Invited to Learn About 
Clark Advanced Learning Center: Your Public Charter 
High School -;t:,,,,l,'411-fell)'?f 'J'/t"klS 

?-J-f)Y 
Parents of Indiantown Middle School students are invited to learn 

about the Clark Advanced Learning Center (CALC), a public char
ter high school in Stuart~ at a presentation during Parent Conference 
Night at Indiantown Middle School. This will provide parents with 
a convenient one-stop opportunity to meet with their child's teachers 
and also 'learn about the educational opportunities available at the 
CALC, where students benefit from learning linked to their career · 
interests and opportunities to earn college credits for free. CALC stu
dents develop advanced technology skills, and each student receives 
a laptop computer while enrolled in the school. 

Clark Advanced Leaming Center Presentation at Indiantown 
Middle School Parent Conference Night 
16303 SW Farm Road, Indiantown 
Tuesday, April 15, 2008 
In English - 6:30 p.m. 
In Spanish - 7 :00 p:m: , 

The Clark Advanced Learning Center is located on the Indian 
River Community College Chastain Campus in Stuart at 2400 S.E. 
Salemo Road. The national inodel high school serves about 200 high 
school sophomores, juniors and seniors with diverse interests. CALC 
students participate in learning experiences relevant to their career 
interests and real-world projects that inspire motivation and achieve
ment. 

CALC students have the opportunity to earn college credits at no 
cost while still in high school. In fact, many CALC students gradu- 1 

ate with a year of college completed, a savings of at least $3,000 at a 
public university anc;l $20,000 at a private university. 

The Clark Advanced Leaming Center provides important hen- , 
efits: 

• A small school environment where students do not get lost ~ 
the crowd · - •.· ·• .. ,. <t 

• Oppottunities to learn and use technology in every subject 
• A personal laptop comp,uter for research and projects 
• Career-based internships based on students' interests 
~ Student activities including athletics, prom, yearbook and 

clubs 
Applications for the 2008/2009 school year are now being ac

cepted. An application and more information may be obtained at 1 

clarkadvancedleamingcenter.org or call (772) 419-5751 with any 
questions. 



High school choice makes a difference 
The high school you 

choose for your son or 
daughter can make a real 
difference in the transition 
to college. At the Clark Ad
vanced Learning Center, 
students benefit from a 
small school setting with 
personal attention, all on a 
college campus. 

Parents are invited to an 
open house at CALC, 2400 
S.E. Salerno Road in Stuart 
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

A public charter high 
school on the Indian River 
cqmmunity go)~ge Chas
tain Campus m tuart, the 
CALC serves about 200 high 
school sophomores, juniors 
and seniors with diverse in
terests. CALC students par
ticipate in learning experi
ences r:clevant to their ca
reer interests and real-world 
projects that inspire motiva
tion and achievement. 

Applications for the 
2008/2009 school year are 
now being accepted. Call . 
(772) 419-5750 or visit 
www .clarkadvancedlear
ningcenter.org. 

BUSINESS CAREER 
INFORMATION SESSION 

Find out how you can get 
the skills you need to get 
ahead in business at the 

IRCC UPDATE 
business information ses
sion on Thursday, at 5:30 
p.m. at the IRCC St. Lucie 
West Campus, 500 N. W. Cali
fornia Blvd. in Port St. Lu
cie, near Mets Stadium/ 
Tradition Field. 

IRCC offers a career lad
der of programs for people 
interested in advancing in a 
business career, including 
certificate programs in busi
ness management and mar
keting, associate degree pro
grams in business adminis
tration and the new bache
lor of applied science degree 
in organizational manage
ment. 

Call (866) 8664722 or e
mail rjcarpen@ircc.edu. 

LEARN ABOUT 
CULINARY CAREERS 

Learn how to cook up a 
new career at the open 
house for the IRCC Culinary . 
Institute on Thursday, at 6 
p.m. at the Richardson Cen
ter at the Mueller Campus, 
6155 College Lane in Vero 
Beach, just south of H'ome 
Depot. 

Attendees will sample 
dishes created by students 
in the Culinary Institute, 
and the culinary instructor, 

Chef Midkiff, will give a for
mal cooking demonstration. 
Program requirements, fm
ancial aid information and 
tours of the facilities will be 
presented. 

The institute is an accred
ited management program 
that develops expertise in 
the culinary arts and the 
skills needed to be a success
ful restaurant manager, ca
terer or chef. Students are 
prepared with practical ex
periences in food prepara
tion, kitchen management, 
budgeting and academic 
courses. Paid internships al
low students to gain hands
on job skills while working 
with industry professionals. 
Call (866) 8664722 or e-mail 
culinary@ircc.edu. 

Compiled by IRCC staff 
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Martin County Community Foundation 
presents planned giving workshop 
BY MEGAN MACHIELA/REGAN 
COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 
Posted on YourHub.com 

In celebration of April as 
"Leave A Legacy" month, the 
third annual Sweet Charity 
Planned Giving Workshop for 
nonprofit executives, board 
members and estate planning 
allied professionals is slated 
for April 29. -

Presented by the Martin 
County Community Foun
dation, this year's clinic will 
feature Dr. Stephen L. Gold
stein, 'The Fundraising Guru,' 
as keynote speaker who wi'li 
address how to raise money in 
bad times. 

Attendees will then have the 
choice of one of three track op
portunities - Practices for the 
Start-up Planned Giving Office, 
Sudden Money-Generational 
Inheritance or the Cutting 
Edge of Philanthropic 
Planning. The closing session 
will be a panel discussion com
prised of five area philanthro
pists offering a donor's view of 
philanthropy. A networking 
reception will conclude the 
day. 

"The Martin County Com
munity Foundation is pk 1sed 
to present 'Sweet Charity'. 

Since 1988, our organization 
has helped donors, volunteers 
and community members 
identify important issues, 
share ideas and build financial 
resources to make positive · 
long-term change ," said 
Bridget Baratta, executive di
rector of the Martin County . 
Community Foundation. 

"Helping provide programs 
such as this helps the (jlltire 
planned giving audience." 

Sponsored by the Treasure 
Coast Planned Giving Council 
and the Association of Fund
raising Professionals Treasure 
Coast Chapter, the half-day 
fundraising clinic will take 
from 1 to 6 p.m. at Indian 
River Community College, 
Wolf Technology Center, 
Chastain campus, 2400 S.E. Sa
lemo Road in Stuart. 

Cost is $40 for AFP and 
TCPGC members; $50 for 
non-members. All workshop 
attendees will receive a copy of 
Dr. Goldstein's book 30 Steps 
to Successful Fundraising, plus 
all track materials. 

For more information or to 
register, call (772) 879-2794 or 
e-mail milliewood@com
cast.net. Registration deadline 
is April 25. 



OSHA 
p::~~-tlq(Cft 

Free saiety i 

training available i 
BY ROBERT LANE ognition of safety and the pre- \· 
Posted on YourHub.com vent ion of construction 

Businesses and companies hazards. Classes are r now j 
ready to make work-site safety available in English and 

. a priority can take advantage Spanish. After completion, par
of free OSHA safety training ticipants receive an OSHA 
available through the Indian card and could be eligible to re
River Community Colle~ ceive college and CEU credit. 
porate and Community All construction and/ or 
Training Institute. physical plant non-govern-

The CCTI is the recipient of mental employees (including 
the Susan Harwood Grant, company officers, managers, 
which . allows the CCTI to project managers, supervisors, 
provide free construction foremen and union and 
safety training to businesses non-union contractors) are ell
and organizations within the gible. 
four-county service district of The program is for private-
IRCC.. . . sector employees and com-

Tranung consists of the 10- panies with fewer than 250 em
and 30-hour OSHA Con- ployees. For information, call 
struction and Safety Health l-888-283-1177. 
course and addresses the rec-
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If I were 
a carpenter 
FORT PIERCE - John 
Carroll High senior Kyle 
Collins, 18, learns the 
proper way to hammer 
nails during OSHA's 
Teen Summer Job Safety 
Campaign that kicked 
off nationally Monday. 
Instructors from IRCC's 
carpentry program 
taught about 10 students 
at an actual job site. 
DAVID SPENCER 
Staff Photographer 

Scripps '"/•Z.Z...O"i( 

Learning while 
helping others 
John Carroll High School 
student Allison Riley, 18, left, gets 

a lesson from Indian River 
Community College carpentry 

class instructor David Van Cise 
on the correct way to use a 
hammer. As part of part of a teen 
summer job safety campaign, 

high school seniors learned about 
wearing safety glasses, hard hats, 

ear plugs and other safety items 

\on a construction site. 

JUAN DALE BROWN 
juan.dale.brown@scripps.com 



CENTENNIAL HIGH SCHOOL and CLARK ADVANCED LEARNING CENTER 

Prom 
Night! 

It's the beginning of prom season and 
we are pleased to present your photos 
from the first few big dances. Other 
promgoers send your photos to yes
desk@scripps.com. Put PROM in the 
subject line and include the name, age 
and school of everyone. Photos must 
be 200 dpi and at least 6 inches in siie. 

Mark Patton, 16, Linda Halum (Prom Queen), 18, 
Ashley Frederick, 17, Fabiola Cherisol, 16, and 
Ricky Zebib, guest, at the Clark Advanced 
!.,_earning Cent!;l[ prom~ 

Tamara Zhanaidarova, 15, and Tiffany 
Kuhlers, 15, at the Clark Advanced Learnin~ 
~prom. · 



Hometown News Friday, April 4, 2008 

· IRCC to hold registration at histo_ric school 
FOR HOMETOWN NEWS 

SEBASTIAN Indian 
· River Community College is 
hosting a special registra
tion event on Tuesday, April 
22, at 6 p.m., at the Historic 
Sebastian Elementary 
School site. 

questions, assist with appli
cations and demonstrate 
how to use the IRCC Web 
site for registration. 

current high school students 
are encouraged to attend. 

This free informational 
session will also explain the 
different types of classes that 
IRCC offers and the associat
ed certificates and degrees 
that can be earned. 

School on Mondays, 10:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and Fri
days, noon to 4 p.m. She wtll 
be available to answer qqes
tions about classes, provide 
guidance counseling, and 
help students with questions 
related to-IRCC courses. 

During the Information 
Session, IRCC advisors will 
be available to answer 

Summer classes begin the 
week of May 6, so this event 
is the perfect opportunity to 
get expert advice and make 
plans for summer classes 
now. Adults who are looking 
to change careers, recent 
high school graduates and 

Katie Nall, IRCC Mueller 
Campus Program Director, is 
nc;>w available at • Historic 
Sebastian Elementary 

For more information call 
toll-free at (866) 866-4722 r 
register · online at 
www.ircc.edu. 

:r 

Project Graduation h~lJ?~ 
IRCC give back to studgfflS 
Feed a Body, 
Feed a Mind 

The Nu Iota Chapter of the 
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Soci
ety a:t Indian River Comrriunitv 
Colle12e ( 11<.Cl ') IS part1c1patmg 
in Project Graduation -- Feed a 
Body, Feed a Mind, an initiative 
designed to help alleviate hunger 
and illiteracy in Treasure Coast 
communities. 

IRCC students, their families 
and community members are 
asked to drop of non-perishable 
food items or books at their 
nearest IRCC campus between 
now and IRCC Commencement 
on May 2. 

Drop off sites are: N.W California Blvd., Port St. Lu-
Main Campus, 3209 Virginia cie, - Joint Cafe. 

Avenue, Fort Pierce, - Kight After IRCC Commencement, 
Center Jor Emerging Technolo- . the books and canned goods 
gies, Library, Koblegard Student 
Union and Bookstore; will be given to local literacy and 

Mueller Campus, 6155 Col- hunger relief agencies. 
lege Lane, Vero Beach _ Reg- "As student leaders within oi.Jr 
istration ·area in the Schumann college, we are pleased to be at 
Center and Bookstore; the helm of this new initiative," 

Chastain Campus, 2400 S.E. said Tiffany Mathis, chapter pres
Salerno Road, Stuart - Registra- ident. "We are proud to have this 
tion area in the Morgade Student opportunity to give back to the 
Services and Administration 
Center; community that has supported 

Dixon Hendry Campus, 2229 us throughout our community 
N.W Ninth Ave., Okeechobee_ college experiences." 
Student Lounge and Academic For information, call the IRCC 
Support Center; Student Affairs Department at 

St. Lucie West Campus, 500 . 772462-4706. · 
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Making media encounters opportunities 
BY ROBERT LANE 
Posted on YourHub.com 

The Indian River Com
munity · College Business and 
Technology Incubator, in part
nership with the Entrepreneur 
Development Institute at IRCC 
and the Economic Council of 
Martin County, is sponsoring a 
seminar, "Turn Every Media 
Encounter into a Media Oppor
tunity." 

Anyone wanting to avoid big 
mistakes dealing with media 
crisis communications will 
want to attend this .free 
"Lunch & Learn" seminar. 

The seminar is noon April 
16 at the Wolf High-Technology 
Center at the IRCC Chastain 
Campus, 2400 S.E. Salemb 
Road. The Entrepreneur Devel
opment Institute will be pro
viding snacks, beverages and 
dessert. 

Come and learn from fea-

~-t~k . 
tured presenter Sam Yates, -
president/owner of Yates & As
sociates, . Public Relations & 
Advertising, a full-service mar
keting and public relations 
company. Yates has more than 
30 years experience in crisis 
communications, marketing 
and public relations for 
Fortune 500 companies to 
small businesses throughout 

'the United States. 
Yates has represented 

clients including . The Iams 
Company, Simon Property 
Group, Dodge Truck; Mead ' 
Corporation, National City 
Mortgage and a variety of 
smaller companies. 

Seating is limited. To RSVP , 
and register, visit 
www.ircc.edu/ccti. Go to 
"Training · Matrix" and click 
on EI>I Lunch and Learn. 
' For more information, call I 

(772) 419-5690. 
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FORT PIERCE t"1 

See the constellations 
at planetarium show 

The stars will be out at Indi
an River Community College 
at 7 and 8 p.m. Friday and 2 
and 3 p.m. Saturday for the 
Hallstrom Planetarium show 
"The Constellations" at the 
IRCC Main Campus, 3209 Vir
ginia Ave. 

Learn more about the stars 
at this stellar experience. 

The Hallstrom Planetarium 
, shows are live multimedia pre
sentations that use special
effects projectors to tell stories 
about the planets and stars. 
Seventy-one reclining seats 
with headrests allow visitors 
to view the show. · 

Tickets are $3 and can be 
purchased online at WWW. 

ircc.edu or at the box office in 
the McAlpin Fine Arts Center 
lobby on the IRCC main cam
pus from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday through Friday; or by 
phone with Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover or American Ex
press. 

Call the McAlpin Fine Arts 
Center Box Office at (772) 
462-4750 or toll-free at (800) 
220-9915 to reserve seats. 

FORT PIERCE 

Watch the stars 
at IRCC planetarium 

,,,. l h"' )I €. 
FORT PIERCE -'f -//~fr 

· See the constellations 
· at·planetarium show 

The stars will be out at_ Indi
an River Community College 
at 7 and 8 p.m. Friday and 2 
and 3 p.m. Saturday for the 
Hallstrom Planetarium show 
"The Constellations" at the 
IRCC Main Campus, 3209 Vir
ginia Ave. 

Learn more about the stars 
at this stellar experience. 

The • Hallstrom Planetarium 
shows are live multimedia pre
sentations that use special
effects projectors to tell stories 
about the planets and stars. 
Seventy-one reclining seats 
with headrests allow visitors 
to view the show. 

Tickets ~ $3 and can be 
purchased online at www. 
ircc.edu or at the box office in 
the McAlpin Fine Arts Center 
lobby on the IRCC main cam
pus from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday through Friday; or by 
phone with Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover or American Ex
press. 

Call the McAlpin Fine Arts 
Center Box Office at (772) 
462-4750- or toll-free at (800) 
220-9915 to reserve seats. 

The stars will be out at Indian River Commu-· 
nity Coll~e at 7-and 8 p.m. April 18 and _2 ~~ 3 
p.m. April 19 for the show "The Constella~ions at 
the Hallstrom Planetarium at IRCC Mam Cam-
pus, 3209 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierc_e. . 

There will be live multimedia presentations 
that use special effect projectors to tell stories 
about the planets and stars. . 

Tickets cost $3 and can be bought onlme ~t 
www.ircc.edu or at the box office in the McAlpm 
Fine Arts Center lobby on the IRCC Main Campus 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. weekdays or by phone with Vi
sa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express. 
Call (712) 462-4750 or (800) 220-9915 to reserve seats. 



Annual WQCS student auditions to be held in April 
BY ADRIENNE MOORE 
Posted on YourHub.com 

Public radio station WQCS / 
88.9 is offering an April au
dition call for area students 
studying classical music to be 
considered for an appearance 
on its locally produced Young 
Musicians Spotlight. 

Similar to National Public 
Radio's popular student per
formance program, From the 
Top, which is broadcast on 
Sundays on WQCS, this 
one-hour radio program fea
tures students performing on 
piano; violin, marimbas, cello, 
harp, vocals and more. 

It is scheduled for broadcast 
on May 26. 

WQCS Arts Spotlight host 
Willi Miller will coordinate the 
program, which includes per
formances from approximately 
10 individual students or a 

mixture of individuals and 
groups selected from the audi
tions in the WQCS Per
formance Studio. Some inter
views may be included in the 
program. 

Auditions will be available 
on April 11 and 12 between 2 
and 7 p.m. and April 13 be
tween 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Each 
participant is allocated a 
10-minute audition time and 
all auditions are recorded by 
WQCS. 

Participants must be 21 
years old or younger, live 
within the WQCS listening 
area from northern Palm 
Beach County to southern 
Brevard County, perform a 
classical or Broadway music 
selection less than 4 minutes 
in length, be willing to be in
terviewed about music, per
sonal interests and more. 

Solo performances or en
sembles of_ 5 or less are ac
cepted for a studio audition. 
For larger groups, profes
sionally recorded CDs will be 
considered. 

Students who need an ac
companist must provide their 
own. A piano is available in 
the WQCS Performance 
Studio. Recorded accompa
niment is not recommended. 

Participants are asked to 
complete a registration form 
online atwww.wqcs.org. Scroll 
down to the bottom of the 
Home Page and click on appli
cation. After completing the 
form, please submit it to 
WQCS an~ make a copy to be 
presented on the audition date. 
Every field must be completed 
on.the application form. 

The application requests per
sonal information, the name of 

the composer and the music 
selection, and other general in
formation about awards re
ceived in music and other 
school and performance recog
nition. 

WQCS has presented Young 
Musicians Spotlight for more 
than 10 years, featuring the 
classical talent of many area 

students. Several students 
have gone on to lnterlochen 
School of Music, Duke Uni
versity, Manhattan School of 
Music • and other college and 
conservatory programs. 

For additional information 
and to make an appo · tment, 
e-mail auditions@wqcs.org. 
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Annual WQCS student auditions to be held in April 
BY ADRIENNE MOORE 
Posted on YourHub.com 

' 
,, Public radio station WQCS/88.9 is of-
fering an April · audition call for area 
students studying classical music to be 

, considered for an appearance on its lo
cally produced Young Musi<;:ians Spot
light. 

Similar to National Public Radio's 
popular student performance program, 
From the Top, which is broadcast on 
Sundays on WQCS, this one-hopr radio 
program features students performing 
on piano, violin, marimbas, cello, harp, 
vocals and more. 

It is scheduled for broadcast on May 
26.f 

WQCS Arts Spotlight host Willi 

Miller will coordinate the program, 
which includes performances from ap
proximately 10 individual students or a 
mixture of individuals and groups se
lected from the auditions in the WQCS 
Performance Studio. Some interviews 
may be included in the program. 

Auditions will be available on April 
11 and 12 between 2 and 7 p.m. and 
April 13 between 11 a.m. and 3 p:.m. 
Each participant is allocated a 
10-minute· audition time and all audi
tions are recorded by WQCS. 

Participants must be 21 years bld or 
younger, live within the WQCS lis
tening area from northern Palm Beach 
County to southern Brevard County, 
perform a classical or Broadway music 

selection less than 4 minutes in length, 
be willing to be interviewe(} about 
music, personal interests and more. 

Solo performances or ensembles of 5 
or less are accepted for a studio au
dition. For larger groups, professionally 
recorded CDs will be considered. 

Students who need an accompanist 
must provide their own. A piano is 
available in the WQCS P.erformance 
Studio. Recorded accompaniment is not 
recommended. · 

Participants are asked· to complete a 
registration form online 
atwww.wqcs.org. Scroll down to the 
bottom of the Home Page and click on 
application. After completing the form, 

. please submit it to WQCS and make a 
copy to be presented on the audition 

date. Every field must be completed on 
the application form .. 

The application requests personal in
formation, the name of the composer 
and the music selection, and other 
general information about awards re
ceived in music and other school and 
performance recognition. 

WQCS has presented Young Musi
cians Spotlight for more than 10 years, 
featuring the classical talent of many 
area students .. Several students have 
gone on to Interlochen School of Music, 
Duke University, Manhatt;m School of 
Music · and other college and conser-
vatory programs. · 

For additional information and to 
make an . appointment, e-mail audi
tions@wqcs.org. 
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WONDERFUL WEATHER WILL KEEP YOU WARM AT FUN EVENTS 
Sunny skies 

this weekend 

make for good 

outdoor events; 

and if you need 

a respite from 

the rays, head 

inside for fun. 

• T-shirts are OK, but here's a chance to get some special 
"Souvenirs of Downtown." Artists will be painting at sites 
throughout downtown Fort Pierce today through Saturday morn
ing. The "Souvenirs Bash" will follow from 2 to 5 p.m. Saturday at 
the Platts-Backus House, 122 A.E. Backus Ave. in Fort Pierce, 
with an opportunity to buy the artwork produced. Admission is 
$20. Proceeds benefit restoration of the Platts-Backus House as 
headquarters for Main Street Fort Pierce. (772) 466-3880. 
• Stock up on flowers at the Spring Into Gardening Festi
val from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday at the St. Lucie County Co
operative Extension office, 8400 Picas Road west of Fort Pierce. 
There'll be plant and gardening equipment vendors, a plant fash
ion show, a "Taste of the Tropics" and garden tours. Admission 
is free. Call (772) 462-1660 or visit http://stlucie.ifas.ufl.edu. 

• Following the adage that good things come in small packages, 
learn the ancient skill of growing tiny trees at a bonsai work
shop from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday at Heathcote Botanical Gar
dens, 21 Savannah Road in Fort Pierce. Taught by members of 
the Treasure Coast Bonsai Society, the workshop costs $30 for 
Heathcote members, $35 for non-members; and you get to take 
home your creacion. For information, call (772) 464-4672. 
• "Mulan Jr.," Disney musical; 7 p.m. Friday, 2 and 7 p.m. Sat
urday, McAlpin Fine Arts Center, Indian River Communit¥ Col
$ Fort Pierce; $8; (800) 220-9915. • ' 
• Classic Cars, 6-9 p.m. Friday, Second Street, Orange Ave
nue and Avenue A, Fort Pierce; free; (772) 618-0 89; BAofFt
P@aol.com. 

IJfCC plans Summe~_p!,aY ~!!on 
Indian tver Cowwunjty Col- · and the bees," and the v~ry dis- to ·each of ~?ese compos_ers, a;: 

lege 2008 ine Arts Season Sub- courteous woman determmed to the IRCC Company Smgers 
~ ion Series tickets QI"e now collect her husband's pay from a . and J~~. Combo . perform: "De,~ 
on sale. The Summer Series Sub- very courteous banker, and many Lovely, From This Moment on, 
scription is $30 and includes all more. . ::rak~ t_his 'N. Train,_" ",~a~in Doi_!,': 
three summer shows. Individual • May 29-31 at 8 p.m. and Puttm .on the Ritz, Steppm 
ticketscost$12andwillbeavail- May 31 at 2 p.m. Tickets: $12, OutwithMyBaby,"andmore. 
able beginning Mays. The Sum- _"Rumors," _by Neil Simon: Four !i~kets f~r the Summer Sub
mer season will offers two Neil couples arnve at 

1

the deputy New ~cnp~1on S~nes are on-sale now. 
Simon plays, "The Good Doctor" York. City_ mayor -~ hou~e to ce!- ~nd1vidual tickets go on sale May 
and"Rum9rs"aswellasarousing ebrate his tenth weddmg anm- ;:>. Call toll-free at 1.-800-220-9915 
performance of Big Band sounds versary, but the party never actu- to reserve your seats. 
performed by the JRCC Company a(ly starts. It seems the host shot 
Singers and Jazz Combo in "And, h!ms~lf (~mly_a ~esh wound), and 
This One is for You .. . " The 2008 his wife 1s m1ssmg. The cover-up 
Summer Series includes: . gr~ws out of control as the guests 

• May 8-1 o at 8 p.m. and May arrNe, and nobody can keep track 

lo 2 T. k t $12. "Th of who knows what. 
at p.m. ,, ,c es: .. '. e • June 12-14 at 8 p.m. and 

Go?d. Doc~or, by Neil S1!11on: June 14 at 2 p.m. Tickets: $12, 
Nell Simons ~ast~rful retelhn~ of "And, This One's for You": Cole 
Ant?n Chekov s timeless farcical Porter, Duke Ellington, Irving Ber- ' 
stones. Me~t l~vabl~ laugh~ble Jin and Jerome Kern wrote songs 
chara~ters !1ke Dentist to be. at- that defined .a generation, while 
temp~mg his first tooth ~xtractJon, setting a standard that few have 
a loving father attemptmg to _tell achieved since. Join in a tribute 
his nawe son about "the brrds 



Students of cl~ical 
music can be on the airft.,., 

, ?r,"'>~e 'f'--t-2"£10 
Public radio station WQCS/ 

88:9 is offering an April audi
tion call for area students 
studying classical music to be 
considered for an appearance 
on its locally produced Young 

_ Musicians Spotlight. 
Similar to National Public , 

Radio's popular student per
formance program, From the 1 

Top, broadcast on Sundays on 
WQCS, this one-hour radio 
program features students per
forming on piano, violin, ma
'rimbas, cello, harp, vocals and 
more. It is scheduled for broad
~st May 26. · 
WQCS Arts Spotlight host 

Willi Miller will coordinate the 
program, which includes per
formances from about 10 stu
dents and groups selected from 
the auditions in the WQCS 
Performance Studio. Some in
terviews may be included in 
the program. 

• Auditions are between 2 
and 7 p.m. today · and between 
11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Sunday. 

• Each participant is .allocat
ed a 10-minute audition time, 
and all auditions are recorded 
byWQCS. 

• Participants must be 21 
years old or younger, live 
within the WQCS listening 
area frorri northern Palm 
Beach County to southern Bre
vard County, perform a classi
cal or Broadway music selec- . 
tion less than four minutes in ' , 
length, and be willing to be in
terviewed about music, per
sonal interests and more. 

• Solo performances or en-· 
sembles of five or less are ac
cepted for a studio audition. 
For larger groups, profession
ally recorded CDs will be con
sidered. 

• Participants are asked to 
1 

complete a registration form 
online at www.wqcs.org. 

WQCS has presented Young 
Musicians Spotlight for more 
than 10 years, featuring the 
classical,· talent of many area 
students. Several students 
have gone on to Interlochen 
School of Music, Duke Univer
sity, Manhattan School of Mu
sic and other college and con
servatory programs. 

For information and to 
make an appointment, email 
auditions@wqcs.org. 

Staff report 

'Pl? fusf- 4. lt,..d) 
Sing, sing, sing: The Indian 

River Community eoi:-:--
se Chorale will present 
an evening of classical 
and_Pop music at 7 p.m., 
~nl 23 in the Armstrong 
Wmg of the Blake Library 
in Stuart. The chorale 
under the direction ot' 
Dale Rieth, a professor of 
music and choral activities 
at IRCC since 1985, will 
perform music by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams featur
ing guest soloist Matthew 
Daniels, Frerich, Hebrew 
and African songs as well 
as pop tunes including a 
medley from the musical• 
Jersey Boys. Some composi
tions feature guest violinist 
Michael Manganelli. · · 

Tickets are $10 in ad
vance and $15 at the door. 
Tickets are available at 
the circulation desk at the 
Blake Library, 2351 S.E. 
Monterey Road, Stuart. 

?~~s --SovMUAR 
e..J-2-C-'t' 

IRCC Chorale makes sweet 
music 

The Indian River Community Col~ 
lege ~horale and assorted small ensem
bles, under the direction of Dr. Dale 
Rieth, will fill the air with music as it 
presents a potpourri of choral music 
from classics t,o pop at 7 p.m. on April 
23. This is part of the Friends of the 
Blake's esteemed Chautauqua South 
Series, and takes place in the John F. 
Armstrong Wmg of the library. Tickets 
are $10 in advance or $15 at the door 
payabl by cash or check only. For in~ 
formation, call (772) 221-1403. . 

IRCC to Perform 
Original Produc
tion "Teaching a 
Dillo to Cross the 
Road" 1)/<e.e. • ~~.s 

1,. - /O -()f" press release 

Indian River Community 
College Wynne Black Box Produc
tion Series is bringing the JR.CC 
. Fine Arts Program original produc
tion "Teaching a Dillo to Cross the 
R d ,, . b I oa , wntten y IRCC Fine Arts 
Department Director David Moberg, 
to the Wynne Black Box Theater 
April 9 thru 12. . , 

"Teaching a Di/lo to Cross 
the Road," presents a bittersweet and 
realistic look at a family's ability to 
confront significant life choices. The 
play celebrates the courage and faith 
needed to accept the consequences of 
those choices. . 

Performaces on April 9-12 
are at 8 p.m. and on April 12 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $12. Purchase tickets at 
the box office located in the McAlpin 
Fine Arts Center lobby, at the IRCC 
Main Campus at 3209 Virginia Av
enue in Fort Pierce, Monday through 
Fri<,lay, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., or by phone . 
with VISA, MasterCard, Discover or 
American Express. Call the McAlpin 
Fine Arts Center Box Office today at 
(772) 462-4750 or toll-free at 1-800-
220-9915 to ·reserve your seats, as 
shows sell out quickly. 

FORT PIERCE 

Watch the stars 
at IRCC planetarium 

The stars will be out at lpdian River Co~u
nity College at 7 and 8 p.m. April 18 and 2 ¥ 3 
p.m. April 19 for the show "The Constellations" at 
the Hallstrom Planetarium at IRCC Main Cam
pus, 3209 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce. 

There will be live multimedia presentations 1 

that use special effect projectors to · tell stories 
about the planets and stars. 

Ti~kets cost $3 and can be bought online at 
www.rrcc.edu or at the box office in the McAlpin 
Fine Arts Center lobby on the IRCC Main Campus 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. weekdays or by phone with Vi- ' 

. sa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express. 
Call (772) 462-4750 or (800) 220-9915 to reserve seats. 



JUNIOR COLLEGE 
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IRCCfitn" 
ends at3 \ 
From staff reports \ 

The Indian River Com-, 
l!lliility College basebaII"" I 
team's three game winning 
ended Wednesday with a 5-2 1 

loss to South Florida. 
Andrew Durden went 1 

2-for-4 with a 'solo home run 
and Cory Birge went 2-for-4 
for the Pioneers (16-26, 7-11). 

South Florida 5, IRCC 2 
Inclan River 100 100 000-2 8 2 
South Florida 000 101 30x-5 6 1 
Kennedy, Wall (6), Peterson (J) and Reyes; 
Sedlock, Abeln (4) and Neufang, Hernandez 
(4). WP: Abeln (8-5). LP: Wall (1 ·2). 28: Birge 
(IR), Brown (SF). 38: Nelson (SF). HR: Dur
den (IR). Records: South Florida 26-21, lndi· 
an River 16-26. 

sonBALL 
INDIAN RIVER SWEEPS: 

Lauren Varaslona (18-5) 
pitched a two-hitter and 
Christina McMillian (14-4) 
followed with a four-hitter 
as the Pioneers swept a 
Southern Conference dou
bleheader from Broward, 
8-0 and 5-0. 

Lindsey Girouard had 
two hits and three RBIs, 
and Heather Hill added two 
hits and two RBIs in the 
opener. 

Sarah Spiering hit a 
1 

two-run home run in the , 
second game. Hill went / 
2-for-3 ·with a triple and two 

1

, 
RBIs, and Alicia Claxton 
added a run-scoring double 
for IRCC (39-9, 11-1 confer
ence). 

IRCCrun 
ends .at3 
From staff reports 

The Indian River Com
munity College baseball 

• team s fhree game winning J 
ended Wednesday with a 5-2 
loss to South Florida. 

Andrew Durden went 1 
2-for-4 with a solo home run 
and Cory Birge went 2-for-4 \ 
for the Pioheers (16-26, 7-11). 

South Florida S, IRCC 2 
. lnclml Al¥S 100 100 000-2 8 2 

Soulh Flortda 000 101 30x-5 6 1 
Kennedy, Wall (6), Peterson G) and Reyes; 
Sedlock, Abeln (4) and Neufang, Hernandez 
(4). WP: Abeln (8-5). LP: Wall (1-2). 28: Birge 
(IR), Brown (Sf). 38: Nelson (Sf). 1111: Dur
den (IR). Recllnll: South Florida 26-21, Indi
an River 16-26. 

SOnBALL 
INDIAN RIVER SWEEPS: 

Lauren Varaslona (18-5) 
pitched a two-hitter and 
Christina McMillian . (14-4) . I 
followed with a four-hitter 
as the Pioneers · swept a 
Southern Conference dou
bleheader from ~roward, 
8-0 and 5-0. · . . · /' 

Lindsey Girouard had 
two hits and three RBIs, / 
and Heather Hill added two 
hits and two RBIs in the 
opener. 

Sarah Spiering hit a 
two-run home run in the 
second ~e. Hill went 
2-for-3 with a triple and two 
RBIs, ;md Alicia Claxton 
added a run-scoring double 
for IR.CC (39-9, 11-1 confers 
_ence). I 

JUNIOR COLLEGE I 
. ,;o,'),u,,~ ,,d;r--1 
Seasonen . 
forIRCC 

. I 

From staff reports 
The Iud,ian River ·com- j 

munity College, baseball 
team finished the season 
Tuesday with a 3-2 loss to 
Brevard in Melbourne. 
. The Titans scored two 
unearned runs in the first 
inning and added another 
to hold off the Pioneers. 

Roberto Sanchez went 
4-for-5 with a double and a 
run, and Andrew Durden 
went 3-for-4 with an RBI for 
the Pioneers (19-30, 10-15 
South,ern Conference). 

Rafael Lopez went 2-for-5 
for Ind:4m, River, which 
failed to qualify for the con
ference playoffs. 

r 
Brevard 3, IRCC 2 
Inclan Al¥S . 001 000 010-2 9 2 
llreYard 300 000 000-3 6 0 
Kennedy, Wall (6), Peterson G) and Reyes; 
Shevock, Quinn (6), Ekey (8) and Lewis.•WP: , 

• Shevock. LP: Kennedy (4-3). 28: Sanchez 
(IR). Records: Brevard 7-34, IRCC 19·30. 

p~ .,w, '\(~/t>i 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Season ends 
forIRCC 
From staff reports 

The Indian River Com
munity College baseball 
team finished the season 
Tuesday with a 3-2 loss to 
Brevard in Melbourne. 

The Titans scored two 
unearned runs in the first 
inning and added another 
to hold off the Pioneers. 

Roberto Sanchez went 
4-for-5 with a double and a 
run, and Andrew Durden 
went 3-for-4 with an RBI for 
the Pioneers (19-30, 10-15 
Southern Conference). 

Rafael Lopez went 2-for-5 
for Indian River, which 
failed to qualify for the con-
ference playoffs. · 

Brevard 3, IRCC 2 
Inclan River 001 000 010-2 9 2 
llreYard 300 000 000-3 6 0 
Kennedy, Wall (6), Peterson (7) and Reyes; 
Shevock, Quinn (6), Ekey (8) and Lewis. WP: 
Shevock. LP: Kennedy ( 4-3). 28: Sanchez 
(IR). Records: Brevard 7-34, IRCC 19-30. 



JUNIOR COLLEGE SPORTS . , 
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IRCC's· confere_nce reign in jeopardy 
A loss to Miami-Dade 
leaves the Pioneers one 
game behind with two 
to play 

From staff reports 

After a ~even-year run at the 
top, Indian River Co~i1Y. 
Coll~filtS softball team Tsaefout 
to lose its grip on the Southern 
Conference championship. 

Miami-Dade won twice Sat
urday, including a 3-0 win over 
Indian River, at the Southern 
Conference tournament at Hiq.
den Oaks Middle School in 
Palm City. 

Christina DeMello struck 
out 18 for Miami-Dade, but In
dian River stranded 11. The Pi
oneers loaded the bases with 
no outs in the seventh, but De

. Mello answered with three 
consecutive strikeouts. 

Indian River followed with a 
9-1 win over Broward. Lauren 

Varsalone improved to 22-6 
and Lydia Fowler hit a home 
run for Indian River. 

Brevard defeated Broward 
3-2 and Miami-Dade defeated 
Palm Beach in Saturday's oth
er games. 

Indian River (45-11, 15-3 con
ference) plays twice today -
against Brevard at noon and 
Palm Beach at 2 p.m. 

Miami-Dade, 16-2 in league 
play, needs one win to clinch 
the conference title. 

Both Miami-Dade _ and Indi-. 
an River are assured of berths · 
in the state tournament. 

The state tournament - also 
known as the Region VIII tour
nament - l;legins May 2 in Au
burndale. The NJCAA nation
al tournament is May 15-17 at 
Plant City. 

BASEBALL 

PALM BEACH 4, !NDIAN RIVER 
3: Palm Beach used the long 
ball to beat the Pioneers in a 

Southern Conference game in 
Fort Pierce. 

Matt Greener hit a two-ruri 
home run in the eighth inning 
and Larry Walicki added a so
lo shot for Palm Beach (35-14, ' 
16-8). 

Junior Rodriguez homered 
in the fourth inning. 

Manny Reyes went 3-for-4, 
including a two-run home run 
in the eighth, for Indian River 

, (19-29, 10-14). I 

Rolando Garcia and Roberto '\ 
Sanchez added two hits apiece. 

The _Pioneers had the win- \ 
ning nfn at the plate in the 
ninth inning before Palrri 
Beach got the final out. 

Indian River closes the regu
lar season at 6 p.m. Tuesday at 
Brevard. 

Palm Beach 4, 
Indian River 3 
,va2Palm Beach 
Indian River 

000 103 000-4 7 1 
100 000 020-3 11 3 

Koecheler and Fitzsimmonds; Kitchen, Peterson 
(6) and Reyes. WP: Koecheler. 'LP: Kitchen (4-3). 
2B: None. 38: None. HR: Reyes (IR), Greener (PB), 
Rodriguez (PB), Walicki (PB). Records: Palm 
Beach 35-14, Indian River 19-29 



IRCC can't 
keep up 
From staff reports 1 

F08T PIERCE - Cameron 
Nelson and Steven Decker 
each hit two home runs as 

, the South Florida Commu
nity College baseball team 
outslugged Indian River 1 

. 14-10 in a Souffiem conret-
.ence game. 

Nelson went 4-for-5 with 
six RBIs for the Panthers 
(23-18, 5-9 conference). 

Andrew Durden went 
3-for-5 with a double, home 
run and five RBIs, and Ro
lando Garcia went 2-for'.3 ,, 
with two RBIs for the Pio
neers (13-25, 4-10). 

Indian River plays host to 
Brevard at 3 p.m. Friday. 

South Florida CC 14, 
Indian River 10 
South Florida 212 204 012-14 16 2 
Indian River 001 053 010- 10 11 3 
Abeln, Chang (6), Bloomer (8) and Neufang; 
Moorhouse, Wall (5), Tighe (6), Peterson 
(6), Hardison (8) and Reyes. WP: Abeln 
(6-4). LP: Moorhouse (2-7). 2B: Durden (IR), 
Decker (SF) 2. 38: Lopez (IR). HR: Durden 
(IR), Nelson (SF) 2, Decker (SF), Levine (SF) I 
2. Records: South Florida 23-18, Indian River 
ll-25. 

~ N~S 
BASKETBALL COLLEGE SIGNING . 4 • I ~ ·Ocr' 

Indian River's Gray 
signs with So. Indiana ·' 
BY ERIC PFAHLER 
eric.pfal:µer@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Marvin Gray became the second 
player in a week to sign a Division I scholarship 
from Indian River Community College's mens bas

Gray 

ketball team. 
Gray opted to go to the University of 

Southern Indiana after two productive 
seasons with IRCC in the same week 
that center Billy Blackmon signed with 
Charleston Southern University. Gray 
plans to major in physical education in 
the hopes of becoming a teacher and 

coach. 
"It's a nice small towh and it seems like a school 

that has a winning mentality," Gray said. "It is a 
little sad to leave, but I have to." 

Gray, a 6-foot guard, led IRCC with 14.7 points, 6..1 
assists and 3.1 steals per game. . . 

"Marvin Gray has been an outstanding player for 
us for two years in a row," IRCC coach Mike Leath
erwood said. 

~ /Jµ;.)1, 4-L 't,OO( 

Junior college softball 
1 

Conference title 
at stake for IRCC 
The inaugural Southern Conference 
tournament is today and Sunday at 
Hidden Oaks Middle School 

BY ERIC PFAHLER 
ei:ic.pfahler@scripps.com 

Indian River Community College's softball team 
has a chance to clinch the conference this weekend 
when the team plays in a round-robin tournament 
at Hidden Oaks Middle School in Palm City. 

The first Sou1:¥ern Conference Softball Touma- ·· 
ment features five teams, including Miami Dade 
Community Cqllege, which finished 14-2 in the con
ference to tie with IRCC at the top. The games are 
free to the public and could not be played at IRCC 
since teams are not allowed a home field advantage. 

The games begin at noon today with IRCC taking 
on Broward Community College and continue 
through S-µnday when Miami Dade Community Col-
lege plays Broward. . 

IRCC coach Dale Atkinson said his team is enter
ing the tournament feeling good after going from 
18-8 to start the season to 44-10 at this point. 

"We're playing pretty well," he said. 
· IRCC will play a total of four games in the tourna

ment, which will not only decide the conference 
winner but ,also could ·affect seeding for the state 
tournament. 

"It's going to come down to this," Atkinson said. 

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT 

Where: Hidden Oaks Middle School, Palm City 
_How much: Admission is free 
Saturday Schedule: IRCC vs. Broward, noon; 
Brevard vs. Palm Beach, noon; Miami Dade vs. Palm 
Beach, 2 p.m.; Broward vs. Brevard, 2 p.m.; Miami 
Dade vs. IRCC. 
Sunday Schedule: IRCC vs. Brevard, noon; Broward 
vs. Palm Beach, noon; Miami Dad~ vs. Brevard, 2 p.m.; 
IRCC vs. Palm Beach, 2 p.m.; Miami Dade vs. Broward, 
4p.m. 
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Local -sports 

IRCC swimmer 
qualifies for 
Beijing Olympics 
Gideon Louw is waiting for the invitation 
to join the South African team 

BY ERIC PFAHLER 
eric.pfahler@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Indian 
River CommunityCru-° 
lege sophomore swim- · 
'ffier' Gideon Louw has 
already experienced dif

ferent 
parts of the 
world. · 

He grew 
up in 
South Afri
ca, has vis

Louw ited Japan 
and now studies in the 
United States. And soon, 
he may add China to his 
list. 

Louw has qualified for 
the South African Olym
pic team going to Bei
jing. All Louw is waiting 
for is an invitation from 
that Olympic committee. 

"It would mean every
thing to me," Louw said 
of participating in the 
2008 Summer Olympics. 
"It would be a lifelong 

. IRCC AWARDS 

dream." 
· Louw. was second at 

the South African Swim 
Championships with a 
22.06 second mark in the 
50-meter freestyle, and 
also qualified on the 
4xl00 freestyle relay . 
team. 

Louw said the Olym
pic qualifying was in
tense. 

"I was just glad it was 
over at first, all that 
pressure downing you 
so much," Louw said. 
· Louw was a key con

tributor in IRCC's 34th 
straight national cham
pionship in March. He 
could become the second 
IRCC swimmer to reach 
the Summer . Olympics, 
as teammate Gordon 
Touw Ngie Tjouw has 
qualified for Suriname. 

Louw was one of 
many IRCC athletes rec
ognized at the school's 
awards presentation on 
Thursday. · 

Here's a look at t he winners at Thursday's 
IRCC awards ceremony. 
Pioneer Pride Award: Marvin Gray (men's baske_t
ball ); Sylvia Robinson (women's basketball); Lauren , 
Varsalona (softball); Rafael Lopez (baseball); Shanda 
Casella (women's swimming); Gideon Lauw (men's 
swimming); Kelley Smiley (volleyball). 
State Far m Sportsmanship Awar d: Nicholas 
Scotto (men's basketball); Bernice Fuller (women's 
basketball); Brandy Luke (softball); Robert Wall (bas.e-

1 ball)· Alexis Omans (women's swimming); Gideon Lauw . 
(me~'s swimming); Merr.itt Henderson (volleyball); Vic
toria Sirmons (cheerleading). 
HaH of Fame: Ken Roper . 

·I 
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IRCC swimmer 
qualifies· for 
Beijing Olympics 
Gideon Louw is waiting for the invitation 
to join the South African team 

BY ERIC PFAHLER 
eric.pfahler@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Indi@ 
River · Community Col
lege sophomore swrm
~ Gideon Louw has 
· already experienced · <fif

f ere n t 
parts of the 
world . . 

He grew 
up in 

· South Afri- . 
ca, has vis

Louw ited Japan 
and now studies in the 
United States. And soon, 
he may add China to his 
list. 

Louw has qualified for 
the South African Olym
pic team going to Bei
jing. All Louw is waiting 
for is an invitation from 
that Olympic committee. 

"It would mean every
thing to me," Louw said 
of participating in the 
2008 Summer Olympics. 
"It would be a lifelong 

IRCC AWARDS 

dream." 
Louw was second at 

the South African Swim 
Championships with a 
22.06 second mark in the 
50-meter freestyle, and 
also qualified on the 
4xl00 freestyle relay 
team. · 

Louw said the Olym
pic qualifying was in
tense. 

"I was just glad it was 
over at first , all that 
pressure downing you . 
so much," Louw said. 

Louw was a key con
tributor in IRCC's 34th 
straight national cham
pionship in March. He 
could become the second 
IRCC swimmer to reach 
the Summer Olympics, 
as teammate Gordon 
Touw Ngie Tjouw has 
qualified for SID'.iname. 

Louw was one of 
many IRCC athletes rec
ognized at the school's 
awards presentation on 
Thursday. 

Here's a look at t he winners at Thursday's 
IRCC awards ceremony. . . 
Pioneer Pride Award: Marvin Gray (m~n·s basket
ball); Sylvia Robinson (women's basketball); Lauren 
Varsalona (softball); Rafael Lopez (baseball); Shanda · 
Casella (women's swimming); Gideon Lauw (men's 
swimming); Kelley Smiley (volleyball). 
Stat e Farm Sportsmanship Award: Nicholas 
Scotto (men's basketball); Bernice Fuller (women's 

· basketball); Brandy Luke (softball); Robert Wall (base
ball); Alexis Omans (women's swimming); Gideon Lauw 
(men's swimming); Merritt Henderson (volleyqall); Vic- . 
toria Sirmons (cheerleading). 
Hall of Fame: Keri Roper 
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BASKETBALL COLLEG~ SIGNING · 

Indian River's Gray 
signs with ·So._ Indiana 
BY ERIC PFAHLER 
erk.pfahler@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Marvin Gray. became the secpnd 1 

player in a ·week to sign a Division· I scholarship · l 
from Jllilian River Community College's mens bas-

ketball team. . I 
Gray opted to go to the University of · ! 

Gray 

coach. 

Southern Indiana after two productive 
seasons with IR.CC in the same· week 
that center Billy Blackmon signed with 
Charleston Southern University. Gray 
plans to major in physical education in 
the . hopes of becoming a te<;lcher and 

"It's a nice small town and it seems like a school 1 

that has a winning mentality," Gray said. "It is a 
• little sadto leave, but I have to." · -

· · Gray, a 6-foot guard, led IR.CC with 14.7 points, 6.1 1 

assists and 3.1 steals per game. · 
"Marvin Gray has been an outstanding player for 

us for two years in a row," IR.CC coach Mike Leath-, 
erwood said. · 
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JUNIOR COLLEGE BASEBALL 'f.t,,o0 
Durden's home run lifts IRCC 
From staff reports 

FORT PIERCE - For
mer Port St. Lucie High 
School standout Andrew 
Durden hit a solo home 
run in the bottom of the 
fourth inning Tuesday, 
and Indian River Com
munity College edged 
Broward 2-1 in a South
ern Conference baseball · 
game. 

Bobby Kennedy (4-2) 
pitched seven strong in
nings, gave up three hits 
and struck out eight for 
the Pioneers. Jason 
Kitchen went 1 % in
nings of hitless relief, 

striking out three to get 
the saw~. 

Manny Reyes went 
2-for 3 with ah RBI and 
Tim Jobe had a double 
for Indian River (18-27, 
9-12 conference). 

Indian River plays 
host to South Florida at 
3 p.rri. today. 

Indian River 2, 
Broward 1 
Broward 
Inclan River 

000 000 010-1 4 0 
010 100 OOX-2 6 1 

Scott, Kerns (8) and Fanshawe; Ken· 
nedy, Peterson (8), Kitchen (8) and 
Reyes. WP: Kennedy (4-2). LP: Scott 
(3-3). SV: Kitchen (1). 28: Jobe (IR). HR: 
Durden (IR). Records: Indian River 
18-27, Broward 26-13. 
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Durden's home run lifts IRCC 
1 

From staff reports 
FORT PIERCE --:- For

mer Port St. Lucie High 
School standout Andrew 
Durden hit a solo home 
run in the bottom of the 

, fourth inning Tuesday, 
and Indian River Com
munity College edged 
Broward 2-r rn"'a South
ern Conference baseball 
game. 

Bobby Kennedyr (4-2) 
pitched seven strong in
nings, gave up three hits 
and struck out eight for 
the Pioneers. Jason 
Kitchen 'went 1 % in
nings of hitless relief, 

striking out three to get 
the save. 
~ Manny Reyes went 
2-for 3 with an RBI and 
Tim Jobe had a double 
for Indian River (18-27, 
9-12 conference). 

Indian River plays 
host to Sou.th Florida at 
3 p.m. today. 

Indian River 2, . 
Br_oward 1 
Broward 000 000 010-1 4 0 
Inclan River 010 100 OOx-2 6 1, 
Scott, Kerns (8) and Fanshawe; Ken
nedy, Peterson (8), Kitchen (8) and 
Reye;, WP: Kennedy (4-2). LP: Scott 
(3-3). SY: Kitchen (1). 2B: Jobe (IR). HR: 
Durden (IR). Records: Indian River 
18-27, Broward 26-13. 
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Durden's home run· lifts IRCC 
From staff reports 

FORT PIERCE - For
mer Port St. Lucie High 
School standout Andrew 
Durden hit a solo home 
run in the bottom of the 
fourth inning Tuesday, 
and lndjan Biv:er Com-
!Ilunity CaUege edged 
Broward 2-1 in a South
ern Conference baseball 
game. 

Bobby Kennedy (4-2) 
pitched seven strong in
nings, gave up three hits 
and struck out eight for 
the Pioneers. Jason 
Kitchen went 11/s in
nings of hitless relief, 

striking out three to get 
the save. 

Manny Reyes went 
2-for 3 with an RBI and 
Tim Jobe had a double 
for Indian ~iver (18-27, 
_9-12 conference). 

Indian River plays 
host to South Florida at 
3 p.m. today. 

Indian River 2, 
Broward 1 
Broward 000 000 010-1 4 0 
lnllan River 010 100 OOx-2 6 1 
Scott, Kerns (8) and Fanshawe; Ken
nedy, Peterson (8), Kitchen (8) and 
Reyes. WP: Kennedy (4-2). LP: Scott 
(3-3). SV: Kitchen (1). 28: Jobe (IR). HR: 
Durden (IR). Records: Indian River 
18-27, Broward 26-13. 
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IRCC baseball team on roll 
From staff reports 

The Indian River Community College baseball is 
finally warming up before the playoffs as they have 
won five out of six with a 9-0 win over South F1orida 
in a Southern Conference game in Fort Pierce. 

Brett Moorhouse (3-7) pitched eight scoreless in-
nings and struck out 11 for the Pioneers. . 

Rafael Lopez went 4-for-5 with two runs and one 
RBI, and Rolando Garcia went 3-for-4 with two runs 
and two RBIs for IRCC (19-27, 10-12 conference). 

Mike Jutkiewicz went 2-for-4 with four RBIs. 

lndan River 9, South Florida CC O 
South Rorida 000 000 000-0 5 2 
Inclan River 000 400 OSX-9 15 1 
Abeln: Bloomer (8), Vasquez (8) and Hernandez; Moorhouse, Peterson (9) and 
Reyes. WP: Moorhouse (3-7). LP: Abeln. 2B: Durden (IR), Reyes (IR), English (SF). 
Records: Indian River 19-27, South Florida 28-24. 

SOFTBALL 
INDIAN RIVER SWEEPS: The Pioneers won a dou

bleheader from Pam Beach by the scores of 19-1, 4-3 
at Lake Worth. 

In the first game, the Pioneers hit seven home 
runs to set a school record for a game and have now 
hit 36 for the season, also a school record. Lindsey 
Girouard connected for three, Cindy Cuare hit two, 
and Erin Ferber and Melanie Murdoch added solo 
shots. 

Lauren Varsalona struck out seven in four in
nings for the win. 

In the second game, Whitney Little singled, stole 
second and third and scored on an error in the top 
of the sixth inning for the go-ahead run. Little set a 
school record with her 61st stolen base. 

Kelly Smiley had an RBI double for Indian River 
(44-10, 14-2 conference). 

V arsalona (21-6) got the win in relief. 

JUNIOR COLLEGE.BASEBALL 
I 

Indian River stuns 
No. 6 Miami-Dade 
The Pioneers score in the 9th for a 3-2 win 

From staff reports 
After struggling for much 

of the season, Indian River 
Community College's base
ball team 1s putting things to
gether. 

Brett Moorhouse and Ja
son Kitchen combined on a 
five-hitter and the Pioneers 
scored in the bottom of the 
ninth inning Tuesday to up
set sixth-ranked Miami-Dade 
3-2 in a Southern Conferencer 
game in Fort Pierce. 

Corey Birge singled to cen
ter and was replaced by 
pinch-runner · Chad Platt. 
'Chris Trappy followed with a 
sacrifice bunt and Platt was 
safe at second on a throwing 
error. 

Two outs later, Rafael Lo
pez hit a two-out single to left 
and Platt scored the 
game-winner. 

"We've won three in a row, 
two in the bottom of the 

I 

ninth," Indian River coach 
Bob O'Brien said. "The guys 
are still battling. We have 
eight games left and we're · 
fighting for a spot in the con
Jerence tournament." 

Birge and Lopez had two 
hits apiece for Indian River 
(16-25, 7-10 conference). Mi
ami-Dade (34-10, 10-7), ranked 
fourth nationally last week, 
has lost four of five. 

Kitchen (3-2) pitched three 
hitless innings of relief. 

The Pioneers will finish a 
suspended game at South 
F1orida CC at 5 p.m. today. 
IRCC leads 1-0 in. the top of 
the fourth inning, with An
drew Durden's home run the 
difference. 

IRCC 3, Miami-Dade 2 
Miami-Dade 100 100 000-2 5 2 
Inclan River 002 000 001-3 8 2 
Salmon, Berkowitz (7) and Turkamani; Moor
house, Kitchen (J) and Trappy. WP: Kitchen 
(3-2). LP: Berkowitz (6-2). 2B: Durden (IR). 311: 
None. HR: None. Records: Indian River 16-25, 
Miami-Dade 34-10 
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Indian River stuns 
No. 6 Miami~Dade 
The Pioneers score in the 9th for a 3-2 win 

From staff reports 
After struggling for much 

of the season, Indian River 
Community · Coj)e~s base
ball team is putting things to
gether. 

Brett Moorhouse and Ja
son Kitchen combined on a 
five-hitter and the Pioneers 
scored in the bottom of the 
ninth inning Tuesday to up
set sixth-ranked Miami-Dade 
3-2 in a Southern Conference 
game in Fort Pierce. 

Corey Birge singled to cen
ter and was replaced by 
pinch-runner Chad Platt. 
Chris Trappy followed with a 

. sacrifice bunt and Platt was 
safe at second on a throwing 
error . 

. Two outs later, Rafael Lo
pez hit a two-out single to left 
and Pl,att scored the 
game-winner. 
· "We've won three in a row, 

two in the bottom of the 

ninth," Indian River coach 
Bob O'Brien said. "The guys 
are still battling. We have 
eight games left and we're 
fighting for a spot in the con
ference tournament." 

Birge and Lopez had two 
hits apiece for Indian . River 
(16-25, 7-10 conference). Mi
ami-Dade (34-10, 10-7), ranked 
fourth nationally last week, 
has lost four of five. 

Kitchen (3-2) pitched three 
hitle~s innings. of relief 

The Pioneers will finish ;1 . 
suspended . game at South 
Florida .CC at 5 p.m. today. 
IRCC leads 1-0 in the top of 
the fourth inning, with An
drew Durdeds home run the 

· difference. 

IRCC 3, Miami-Dade 2 
. M"lilri-Oade 
lndianm-

100 100 000-2 5 2 
002 000 001-3 8 2 

Salmon, Berkowitz (7) and Turkamani; Moor
house. Kitchen (7) and Trappy . .WP: Kitchen 
(3-2). tP: Berkowitz (6-2). 28: Durden (IR). 38: 
None. HR: None. Records: Indian River 16-25,
Miami-Dade 34-10 
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Indian River stuns 
No. 6 Miami-Dade 
The Pioneers score in the 9th for a 3-2 win· 

From staff reports 
After struggling for much 

of the season, Indian River 
· Community College's base
ball team is putting things to
gether. 

Brett Moorhouse and Ja
son Kitchen combined on a 
five-hitter and the Pioneers 
scored in the bottom · of the 
ninth inning Tuesday to up- . 
set sixth-ranked Miami-Dade 
3-2 in a Southern Conference 
game in Fort Pierce. 

Corey Birge singled to cen
ter and was replaced by 
pinch-runner Chad Platt. 
Chris Trappy followed with a 
sacrifice bunt and Platt was 
safe at second on a throwing 
error. 

Two outs later, Rafael Lo
pez hit a two-out single to left . 
and Platt scored the 
game-winner. 

"We've·won three in a row, 
two in the bottom of the 

ninth," Indian River coach 
Bob O'Brien said. "The guys 
are still battling. · We have 
eight games left and we're 
fighting for a spot in the con
ference tournament." · 

Birge and Lopez had two 
hits apiece for Indian River 
(16-25, 7-10 conference). Mi
ami-Dade (34-10, 10-7), ranked 
fourth nationally last week, 
has lost four of five. 

Kitchen (3-2) pitched three 
hitless innings of relief. 

The Pioneers will finish a 
suspended game at South 
Florida CC at 5 p.m. today. 
IRCC leads 1-0 in the top of 
the fourth inning, with An
drew Durden's home run the 
difference. 

IRCC 3, Miami-Dade 2 
Miami-oade 100 100 000-2 5 2 
Indian m- 002 000 001-3 8 2 
Salmon, Berkowitz (7) and Turkamani; Moor
house, Kitchen (7) and Trappy. WP: Kitchen 
(3-2). LP: Berkowitz (6-2). 28: Durden (IR). 38: 
~~:;ii~d~o1'\~ Indian River 16-25, 



Local sports , w/bu1t' ?-/l~Y 

IRCC swimmer 
qualifies for 
Beijing Olympics 
Gideon Louw is waiting for the invitation 

· to join the South African team 

BY ERIC PFAHLER 
eric:pfahler@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Indian 
River Community"cor 
~ sophomore swim
mer Gideon Louw has 
already experienced dif
,-------,--·--. f e r e n t 

. parts of the 
world. 

He grew 
up in 
South Afri
ca, has vis

Louw ited Japan 
and now studies in the 
United States. And soon, 
he may add China to his 
list. 

Louw has qualified for 
the South African Olym
pic team going to Bei
jing. AU Louw is waiting 
for is an invitationfrom 
that Olympic committee. 

"It would mean every
thing to me," Louw said 
of participating in the 
2008 Summer Olympics. 
"It would be a lifelong 

IRCC AWARDS 

dream." 
Louw was second at 

the South African Swim 
Championships with a 
22.06 second mark iii the 
SO-meter freestyle, and 
also qualified 6n the 
4x100 freestyle relay 
team. · 

Louw said the Olym
, pie qualifying was in
tense. 

"I was just glad it was 
over at first, all that 
pressure downing you 
so much," Louw said. 

Louw was a key con
tributor in IRCC's 34th · 
straight national cham
pionship in March. He 
could become the second 
IRCC swimmer to reach 
the Summer Olympics, 
as teammate Gordon 
Touw Ngie Tjouw has 
qualified for Suriname. 

Louw was one of 
many IRCC athletes rec
ognized at the school's 
awards presentation on 
Thursday. 

Here's a look a:t t he winner s at Thursday's 
, IRCC awards. ceremony. · 
. Pioneer Pride Awar d: Marvin Gray (rnen's basket
. ball); Sylvia Robinson (women's basketball); Lauren · 
Varsalona (softball); Rafael Lopez (baseball); Shanda 
Casella (women's swimming); Gideon Lauw (men's 
swimming); K'elley Smiley (volleyball). 
State Far m Sportsmanship Award: Nicholas 
Scotto (men's basketball); Bernice Fuller. (women's 
basketball); Brandy Luke Csoftball); Robert Wall (base
ball); Alexis Omans (women's swimmiog); Gideon Lauw 

. (men's swimming); Merritt Heriderson (volleyball); Vic-
toria Sirmons (cheerleading). · · 
Hall of F_ame: Ken Roper 
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IRCC's conference reign injeopardy 
A loss to Miami-Dade 
leaves the Pioneers one 
game behind with two 
to play 

From staff reports 

After a seven-year run at the 
top, Indian River Commuqity 
College's softball team is about 
to lose its grip on the Southern 
Conference championship. 

Miami-Dade won twice Sat
urday, including a 3-0 win over 
Indian River, at the Southern 
Conference tournament at Hid
den Oaks Middle School in 
PahnCity. 

Christina DeMello struck 
out 18 for Miami-Dade, but In
dian River stranded 11. The Pi
oneers loaded the bases with 
no outs in the seventh, but De
Mello answered with three 
consecutive strikeouts. 

Indian River followed with a 
9-1 win over Broward. Lauren 

Varsalone improved to 22-6 
and Lydia Fowler hit a home 
run for Indian River. 

Brevard defeated Broward 
3-2 and Miami-Dade defeated 
Palm Beach in Saturday's oth
er games. 

Indian River (45-11, 15-3 con
ference) plays twice today -
against Brevard at noon and 
Palm Beach at 2 p.m'. 

Miami-bade, 16-2 in league 
play, needs one win to clinch 
the conference title. 

Both Miami-Dade and Indi
an River are assured of berths 

· in the state tournament. 
The state tournament - also 

kriown as the Region VIII tour
nament - begins May 2 in Au
burndale. The NJCAA nation
al tournament is May 15-17 at 
Plant City. 

BASEBALL 

PALM BEACH 4, INDIAN RIVER 
3: Palm Beach used the long 
ball to beat the Pioneers in a 

Southern Conference game in 
Fort Pierce. 

Matt Greener hit a two-run 
home run in the eighth .inning 
and Larry Walicki added a so
lo shot for Pahn Beach (35-14, 
16-8). 

Junior Rodriguez homered 
in the fourth inning. 

Manny Reyes went 3-for-4, 
including a two-run home run 
in the eighth, for Indian River 
(19-29, 10-14). 

Rolando Garcia and Roberto 
Sanchez added two hits apiece. 

The Pioneers had the w· -
ning run at the plate in the 
ninth inning before Pahn 
Beach got the final out. 

Indian River closes the regu- I 

lar season at 6 p.m. Tuesday at 
Brevard. 

Palm Beach 4, 
Indian River 3 
,va2Palm Beach 
Inclan River 

000 103 000-4 7 1 
100 000 020-3 11 3 l 

Koecheler and Frtzsimmonds; Kitchen, Peterson 
(6) and Reyes. WP: Koecheler. LP: Kitchen (4-3). 
28: None. 38: None. HR: Reyes (IR), Greener (PB), 
Rodriguez (PB), Walicki (PB). Records: Palm 
Beach 35· 14, Indian River 19-29 
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Indian River's Gray · 
. signs with. So. Indiana 

BY ERIC PFAHLER 
eric.pfahler@scripps.com 

FORT PIERCE - Marvin Gray became the second 
player in a week to sign a Division I scholarship 
from Indian River Community College's mens bas

Gray 
coach. 

ketball team. 
Gray opted to go to the University of 

Southern Indiana after two productive 
seasons with IRCC in the same week 
that center Billy Blackmon signed with 
Charleston Southern University. Gray 
plans to major in physical education in 
the hopes of becoming a teacher and 

"It's a nice small town and it seems like a school 
that has a winning mentality," Gray said. "It is a 
little sad to leave, but I have to.'' 

Gray, a 6-foot guard, led IRCC. with 14. 7 points, 6.1 
assists and 3.1 steals per game. · 

"Marvin Gray has been an outstanding player for 
us for two years in a row," IRCC coach Mike Leath
erwood said. 
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Conference title 
at stake for IRCC 
The inaugural Southern Conference 
tournament is today and Sunday at 
Hidden Oaks Middle School 

BY ERIC PFAHLER 
eric.pfahler@scripps.com 

Indian River Commuriity College's softball team 
has a chance to clinch the conference this weekend 
when the team plays in a round-robin tournament 
at Hidden Oaks Middle School in Palm City. . 

The first Southern Conference Softball Tourna
ment features five teams, including Miami Dade 
Community College, which finished 14-2 in the con
ference to tie with IRCC at the top. The games are 
free to the public and could not be played at IRCC 
since teams are not allowed a home field advantage. 

The games begin at noon today with IRCC taking 
on Broward Community College and continue 
through Sunday when Miami Dade Community Col-
lege plays Broward. • 

IRCC coach Dale Atkinson said his team is enter
ing the tournament feeling good after going from 
18-8 to start the season to 44-10 at this point. 

"We're playing pretty well," he said. 
IRCC will play a total of four games m the tourna

ment, which will not only decide the conference 
winner but also could affect seeding for the state 
tournament. 

_"It's going to come down to this," Atkinson said. 

JUNIOR COLLEGE '-/-l!,.(J( 
P51..AJewsisJutur NtwS/ 
Se3Sonends 
for IRCC 
From staff reports 

, The Indian River Com-
, munity College baseball 

team hmshed · the season 
Tuesday with a 3-2 loss to 
Brev~d in Melbourne. 

The Titans scored two 
unearned runs in the first 
inning and added another 
to hold off the Pioneers. 

Roberto Sanchez went 
4-for-5 with a double and a 
run, and Andrew Durden 
went 3-for-4 with an RBI for 1 

the Pioneers (19-30, 10-15 
Southern Conference). 

Rafael Lopez went 2-for-5 
for Indian River, which 
failed to qualify for the con- ,I 

ference playoffs. 

Brevard 3, IRCC 2 
lncian River 001 000 010-2 9 2 ./ 
Brevard 300 000 000-3 6 0 I 
Kennedy, Wall (6), Peterson a) and Reyes; 
Shevock, Quinn (6), Ekey (8) and Lewis. WP: 
Shevock. LP: Kennedy (4-3). 2B: Sanchez 
(IR). Records: Brevard 7·34, IRCC 19"30. 



JUNIOR COLLEGE 
. -/n'-Jlu.11e fl---~ 

IRCC can't 
keep up· 
From staff reports 

FORT PIERCE - Cameron 
Nelson and Steven Decker 
each hit two home runs as 
the South Florida Commu
nity College baseball team 
outslugged Indian River 
14-10 in a Southern Confer
ence game. 

Nelson went 4-for-5 with 
six RBIs for the Panthers 
(23-18, 5-9 conference) . . 

Andrew Durden went 
3-for-5 with a double, home 
run and five RBIs, and Ro
lando Garcia went 2-for-3 
with two RBIs for the Pio
neers (13-25, 4-10). 

Indian River plays host to 
Brevard at 3 p.m. Friday. 

South Florida CC 14, 
Indian River 10 
South Florida 
Indian River 

212 204 012-14 16 2 
001 053 010-10 11 3 

Abeln, Chang (6), Bloomer (8) and Neufang; 
Moorhouse, Wall (5), Tighe (6), Peterson 
(6), Hardison (8) and Reyes. WP: Abeln 
(6-4). LP: Moorhouse (2-7). 28: Durden (IR), 
Decker (SF) 2. 38: Lopez (IR). HR: Durden 
(IR), Nelson (SF) 2, Decker (SF), Levine (SF) 
2. Records: South Florida 23-18, Indian River 
13-25. 
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Indian River-stuns 
No.·6 Miami~Dade 
The Pioneers score in the 9th for a 3-2 win 

From staff reports 
After struggling for much 

of the season, Indian River · 
Community College's base-

. ball team is putting things t~ 
gether., 

Brett Moorhouse and Ja
son Kitchen combined on a · 
five-hitter and 'the Pioneers 
scbred in the bottom of the 
ninth inning Tuesday to up
set sixth-ranked Miami-Dade 
3-2 in a Southern Conference 
game in Fort Pierce. 

Corey Birge singled to cen
ter and was replaced by 
pinch-runner Chad Platt. 
Chris Trappy followed with a 
sacrifice bunt and Platt was 

· safe at second on a throwing 
error. 

Two outs later, Rafael Lo,
pez hit a two-out single to left 
and Platt scored the 
game-winner. 

"We've won three in a row, 
two in the bottom of the 

ninth," Indian River coach 
Bob O'Brien said. "The guys 
are .still battling. We have 
eight games left and, we're 
fighting for a spot in the con
ference tournament." 

Birge and Lopez had two 
hits apiece for Indian River 
(16-25, 7-10 conference). Mi
ami-Dade (34-10, 10-7), ranked 
fourth nationally last week, 
has lost four of five. · 

Kitchen (3-2) pitched three 
hitless innings of relief. 

The Pioneers will finish a 
suspended ·game at South · 
Florida CC at 5 p.m. today. 
IRCC leads 1-0 in the top of 
the fourth inning, with An
drew Durden's home run the 
difference. 

IRCC 3, Miami-Dade 2 · 
Mlari-Dade 100 100 000-2 5 2 
lndlan River 002 000 001-3 8 2 
Salmon, Berkowitz (7) and Turkamani; Moor
house, Kitchen (7) and Trappy. WP: Kitchen 
(3-2). LP: Berkowitz (6-2). 28: Durden (JR). 38: 
None. HR: None. Records: Indian River 16-25, 
Miami-Dade 34-10 · 

JUNIOR COLLEGE 
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IRCC run 
ends at 3 
From staff reports 

The Indian River Com
munity Coll~e baseball 
team's three game winning 
ended Wednesday with a 5-2 
loss to South Florida. 

Andrew Durden went · 
2-for-4 with a solo home run 
and Cory Birge went 2-for-4 
for the Pioneers (16-26, 7-11). 

South Florida 5, IRCC 2 
Inclan River 100 100 000-2 8 2 
South Florida 000 101 lOx-5 6 1 
Kennedy, Wall (6), Peterson (7) and Reyes; 
Sedlock, Abeln (4) and Neufang, Hernandez 
(4). WP: Abeln (8-5). LP: Wall (1-2). 28: Birge 
(JR), Brown (SF). 38: Nelson (SF). HR: Dur
den (JR). Records: South Florida 26-21, Indi
an River 16-26. 

SOFTBALL 
INDIAN RIVER SWEEPS: 

Lauren Varaslona (18-5) 
pitched a two-hitter and 
Christina McMillian (14-4) 
followed with a four-hitter 
as the Pioneers swept a 
Southern Conference dou
bleheader from Broward, 
8-0 and 5-0. 

Lindsey Girouard had 
two hits and three RBIs, 
and Heather Hill added two 
hits and _ two RBIs in the 
opener. 

Sarah Spiering hit a 
two-run home run in the 
second game. Hill went 
2-for-3 with a triple and two 
RBIs, and Alicia Claxton 
added a run-scoring double 
for IRCC (39-9, 11-1 confer
ence). 
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2-run. 8th lifts Palm Beach i 
I 

From staff reports 
Palm Beach Community 

College (33-11, 14-5 confer- . 
ence) scored two runs in the 
bottom of the eighth inning 
to break a 2-2 tie and go on to 
beat Indian River 4-2 at Palm 
Beach. 

SOFTBALL 
The Indian River Commn

uicy: · Colleg~ softball team 
split a doubleheader with Mi- 1 

ami Dade in Fort Pierce. 
In the first game, the 

Sharks shut out the Pioneers 
5-0. Christian DeMello 
pitched a two-hitter and 

1 
struck out eight. Lauren Var- . , 
salona (18-6) tookthe loss. \ 

Andrew · Durden went 
2-for-4 with an RBI and Rob- . 
erto Sanchez went 2-for-4 
with a run for Indian River 
(16-26, 7-12). 

Stirrter Shawn Swaringen 
went 5½ innings and 'gave up 
four hits, two runs and 
struck out six. 

Palm Beach 4, 
Indian River2 
Inclan River 001 000 010-2 8 1 
Palm Beach 000 002 02x-4 7 o 
Swaringen, Hardison (6), Peterson (8) <lfld 
Reyes; Rayl, Webb (5), Koecheler (6), Mills (8) 
and Fitzsimmonds. WP: Mills (5·2). LP: Hardi· 
son (2,6). 28: Garcia (IR), Jutkiewicz (IR). Re
cords: Palm Beach 33· 11, Indian River 16-26. 

Melanie Murdock and 
Lindsey Girouard had hits \ 
for Indian River. 

In the second game, Chris- \ 
tina McMillian (15-4) won her I 
ninth game in a row with a 1 

three-hit shutout in a 3-0 de- \ 
cision. 

Alicia Claxton hit a three
run home run to account for 
all the runs for the Pioneers 
(40-10, 12-2 conference). 
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Durden's home run lifts IRCC 
From staff reports 

FORT PIERCE - For
mer Port St. Lucie High 
School standout Andrew 
Durden hit a solo home 
run in the bottom of the 
fourth inning Tuesday, 
and Indian River Com
munity College edged 
Broward 2-1 in a South
ern Conference baseball 
game. 

Bobby Kennedy (4-2) 
pitched seven strong in
nings, gave up three hits 
and struck out eight for 
the Pioneers. Jason 
Kitchen went 1 ½ in
nings of hitless relief, 

striking out three to get 
the save. 

Manny Reyes went 
2-for 3 with an RBI and 
Tim Jobe had a double 
for Indian River (18-27, 
9-12 conference). 

Indian River plays 
host to South Florida at 
3 p.m. today. 

Indian River 2, 
Broward 1 
Broward 
Inclan River 

000 000 010-1 4 0 
010 100 OOx-2 6 1 

Scott, K:erns (8) and Fanshawe; Ken· 
nedy, Peterson (8), Kitchen (8) and 
Reyes. WP: Kennedy (4-2). LP: Scott 
(3·3). SY: Kitchen·(l). 2B: Jobe (IR). HR: 
Durden (IR). Records: Indian River 
18-27, Broward 26· 13. 

Pioneers trip Palm Beach 
fr //,ull e.l'-/j-() f' 

From staff reports 
FORT PIERCE - The Indian 

River Community College 
baseball team edged Palm 
Beach 7-6 Saturday to earn a 
split in the weekend series. 

Rafael Lopez went 2-for-4 
with a double, home run, 
three runs and two RBIs. 
Roberto Sanchez went 2-for-4 
with one run for Indian Riv
er (17-26, 8-12 conference). 

Andrew Durden had a 
two-run single m the eighth 
which proved to be the win-

ningruns. 
. Jason Kitchen (4-2) went 
seven innings, gave up six 
hits, . three runs and struck 1 

out eight for the Pioneers. 1 

Indian River plays host to I 
Broward at 3 p.m. Tue~day. · 1 

Indian River 7, 
Palm Beach 6 
Palm Beach 100 110 012-6 9 1 
Inclan River 100 001 32x-7 9 1 
Wright, Hendrickson (J), Siegrist (9) and Fitz· I 
simmonds; Kitchen, Wall (8), Peterson (8) and 
Reyes. WP: Kitchen (4-2). LP:Hendrickson 
(1-1). SY: Peterson (1). 2B: Lopez (IR), Jobe 
(IR). HR: Lopez (IR), Fitzsimmonds (PB), 
Greener (PB) 2. Walicki (PB). Records: Indian 
River 17·26, Palm Beach 33-12. 
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IRCC baseball team on roll 
From staff reports 

The Indian River Community College baseball is 
finally""warmmg up before the playoffs as they have 
won five out of six with a 9-0 win over South Florida 
iri a Southern Conference game in Fort Pierce. 
· Brett Moorhouse (3-7) pitched eight scoreless in

nings and struck out 11 for the Pioneers. 
Rafael Lopez went 4-for-5 with two runs and one 

RBI, and Rolando Garcia went 3-for-4 with two runs 
and two RBIs for IRCC (19-27, 10-12 conference). 

Mike Jutkiewicz went 2-for-4 with four RBIs. 

lndan River 9, South Florida CC 0 
South Florida 
Indian River 

000 000 000-0 5 2 
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Abeln, Bloomer (8), Vasquez (8) and Hernandez; Moorhouse, Peterson (9) and 
Reyes. WP: Moorhouse (3-7). LP: Abeln. 2B: Durden (IR), Reyes (IR), English (SF). 
Records: Indian River 19-27, South Florida 28-24. 

SOFTBALL 
INDIAN RIVER SWEEPS: The Pioneers won a dou

bleheader from Pam Beach by the scores of 19-1, 4-3 1 

at Lake Worth. 
In the first game, the Pioneers hit seven home 

runs to set a school record for a game and have now 
hit 36 for the season, also a school record. Lindsey 
Girouard connected for three, Cindy Cuare hit two, 
and Erin Ferber and Melanie Murdoch added solo 
shots. 

Lauren Varsalona struck out · seven in four in
nings for the win. 

In the.second game, Whitney Little singled, stole ' 
second and third and scored on an error in the top 
of the sixth inning for the go-ahead run. Little set a 
school record with her 61st stolen base. 

Kelly Smiley had an RBI double for Indian River 
(44-10, 14-2 conference). · 

V arsalona (21-6) got tbe win in relief. , 
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